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THIRD SUNDAY IN LENT 
 

March 7, 2021 
  

WELCOME to all who are attending our service today. We are glad you are with us! To all 
guests and visitors, we especially extend our hands of friendship. May God bless the 
worship time for each one of you. Please come again!  
 
NURSERY AVAILABLE We have an unstaffed nursery for your convenience and privacy. 
The nursery has audio and video so you may hear and see the worship service while 
attending to your child.  
 
HOLY COMMUNION is celebrated at the 8:30 service on the 1st and 3rd Sundays of the 
month, and at the 11:00 service on the 2nd and 4th Sundays.  
 

(P = Pastor, C = Congregation, A = Reader/Assisting) 
 
 
 
 

T PREPARATION T 

 
Theme: “God’s Wisdom” 

 
AS WE GATHER 
When the Israelites were encamped by Mount Sinai, just out of slavery in Egypt and far 
from the Promised Land, God wisely gave them the Ten Commandments. They are 
engraved in our historic churches and capitol buildings. Their perfect demands require a 
Savior for us. Jesus was so jealous for God’s Law that He cleansed the temple before 
cleansing us of our sin by giving the temple of His body. In His wisdom, God did what we 
could not: He kept His own Law for us and then chose us to be the Body of Christ today. 
None of us has kept the commandments; we and our spiritual ancestors reflect our 
weaknesses in faith and action. But in the process, God’s wisdom shows forth: When we 
are weak, He is strong. Today is a day to boast about God’s grace and His Son, Christ 
crucified, the power and wisdom of God. 
 
 
PRELUDE 
  

 
WELCOME 
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HYMN “How Great Thou Art” 

 
O Lord, my God, when I in awesome wonder,  
Consider all the worlds Thy hands have made; 

I see the stars, I hear the rolling thunder, 
Thy pow’r thru’out the universe displayed. 

 
(Refrain) 

Then sings my soul, my Savior God, to Thee, 
How great Thou art! How great Thou art! 

Then sings my soul, my Savior God, to Thee, 
How great Thou art! How great Thou art! 

 
And when I think that God, His Son not sparing, 

Sent Him to die, I scarce can take it in; 
That on the cross my burden gladly bearing, 

He bled and died to take away my sin. (refrain) 
 

When Christ shall come with shout of acclamation 
And take me home, what joy shall fill my heart! 

Then I shall bow in humble adoration, 
And there proclaim, “My God, how great Thou art!” (refrain) 

 
  
INVOCATION   
 

P In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 
 
 
OPENING SCRIPTURE Psalm 19:7–11 
 

P The law of the LORD is perfect, reviving the soul; 

C the testimony of the LORD is sure, making wise the simple; 
 

P the precepts of the LORD are right, rejoicing the heart; 

C the commandment of the LORD is pure, enlightening the eyes; 
 

P the fear of the LORD is clean, enduring forever; 

C the just decrees of the LORD are true, and righteous altogether. 
 

P More to be desired are they than gold, even much fine gold; 

C sweeter also than honey and drippings of the honeycomb. 



4  

P Moreover, by them is Your servant warned; 

C in keeping them there is great reward. 
 
 
CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION  Psalm 19:12–14 
 

P When we use the Ten Commandments as a mirror, we see that we have fallen from 
the perfection of God’s good creation and His perfect Law. 
 
Who can discern his errors? 

C Declare me innocent from hidden faults. 
 

P Keep back Your servant also from presumptuous sins; 

C let them not have dominion over me! 
 

P Our gracious Lord has promised full and free forgiveness to all who call out to our 
heavenly Father in His name. Let us therefore confess our sins to God, our 
heavenly Father. 

C O God, we confess that we have sinned against You and one another in our 
thinking, speaking, and acting. Worse, in our fallen nature, we are sinful and 
unclean, and in the eyes of many we are weak, lowly people. But because You 
have graciously chosen us and worked faith in our hearts, we humbly ask for 
mercy for the sake of our Lord Jesus Christ. Forgive, renew, and lead us in 
paths of righteousness. 

 

P The foolishness of God is wiser than men, and the weakness of God is stronger 
than men. We preach Christ crucified, and for us the word of the cross is the power 
of God. As a called and ordained servant of Christ, and by His authority, I therefore 

forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy 
Spirit. 

C Amen. Thanks be to God. 
 

P Then I shall be blameless, and innocent of great transgression. 

C Let the words of my mouth and the meditation of my heart be acceptable in 
Your sight, O LORD, my rock and my redeemer. 

 
 
SALUTATION  
 

P  The Lord be with you. 

C And also with you. 
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PRAYER OF THE DAY 
 

P Let us pray. 

O God, who in wisdom created us, though we would become weak and rebellious 
creatures, knowing that Your Son’s sacrifice of Himself on the cross would be 
necessary to save us, keep us strong in faith, so that we preach only Christ crucified 
and boast only in Your strong love and mercy toward us, through Jesus Christ, Your 
Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and 
forever. 

C Amen. 
 
 
SHARING THE PEACE OF THE LORD 
 

P The peace of the Lord be with you all. 

C And also with you. 
 
 

T THE WORD T 

EPISTLE 1 Corinthians 1:18–31 (ESV) 

(The foolish wisdom of God) 
 

18 For the word of the cross is folly to those who are perishing, but to us who are being 
saved it is the power of God. 19 For it is written, “I will destroy the wisdom of the wise, and 
the discernment of the discerning I will thwart.” 20 Where is the one who is wise? Where is 
the scribe? Where is the debater of this age? Has not God made foolish the wisdom of the 
world? 21 For since, in the wisdom of God, the world did not know God through wisdom, it 
pleased God through the folly of what we preach to save those who believe. 22 For Jews 
demand signs and Greeks seek wisdom, 23 but we preach Christ crucified, a stumbling 
block to Jews and folly to Gentiles, 24 but to those who are called, both Jews and Greeks, 
Christ the power of God and the wisdom of God. 25 For the foolishness of God is wiser than 
men, and the weakness of God is stronger than men. 26 For consider your calling, brothers: 
not many of you were wise according to worldly standards, not many were powerful, not 
many were of noble birth. 27 But God chose what is foolish in the world to shame the wise; 
God chose what is weak in the world to shame the strong; 28 God chose what is low and 
despised in the world, even things that are not, to bring to nothing things that are, 29 so that 
no human being might boast in the presence of God. 30 And because of Him you are in 
Christ Jesus, who became to us wisdom from God, righteousness and sanctification and 
redemption, 31 so that, as it is written, “Let the one who boasts, boast in the Lord.” 
 

A This is the Word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 
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LAMBS’ LESSON Pr. Jim Sprengle 
 
 

HOLY GOSPEL John 2:13–25 (ESV)  

(“Jesus drives the money-changers from the temple.”) 

 

P The Holy Gospel according to St. John, the second chapter. 

C Glory to You, O Lord. 
 
13 The Passover of the Jews was at hand, and Jesus went up to Jerusalem. 14 In the temple 
He found those who were selling oxen and sheep and pigeons, and the money-changers 
sitting there. 15 And making a whip of cords, He drove them all out of the temple, with the 
sheep and oxen. And He poured out the coins of the money-changers and overturned their 
tables.16 And He told those who sold the pigeons, “Take these things away; do not make My 
Father’s house a house of trade.” 17 His disciples remembered that it was written, “Zeal for 
Your house will consume Me.” 18 So the Jews said to Him, “What sign do you show us for 
doing these things?” 19 Jesus answered them, “Destroy this temple, and in three days I will 
raise it up.” 20 The Jews then said, “It has taken forty-six years to build this temple, and will 
You raise it up in three days?” 21 But He was speaking about the temple of His body. 
22 When therefore He was raised from the dead, His disciples remembered that He had said 
this, and they believed the Scripture and the word that Jesus had spoken. 23 Now when He 
was in Jerusalem at the Passover Feast, many believed in His name when they saw the 
signs that He was doing. 24 But Jesus on His part did not entrust Himself to them, because 
He knew all people 25 and needed no one to bear witness about man, for He Himself knew 
what was in man. 
 

P This is the Gospel of the Lord. 

C Praise to You, O Christ. 
 
 
SONG “Lead Me To The Cross” 
 

How can I be free from sin? 
Lead me to the cross of Jesus; 

From the guilt, the pow’r, the pain, 
Lead me to the cross of Jesus. 

 
There’s no other way, 

No price that I could pay, 
Simply to the cross I cling. 

This is all I need, This is all I plead, 
That His blood was shed for me. 
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How can I know peace within? 
Lead me to the cross of Jesus; 

Sing a song of joy again, 
Lead me to the cross of Jesus. 

 
Flowing from above, 

All-forgiving love, 
From the Father's heart to me. 

What a gift of grace, His own righteousness, 
Clothing me in purity. 

 
How can I live day by day? 

Lead me to the cross of Jesus; 
Following His narrow way, 

Lead me to the cross of Jesus. 
 
 
SERMON “FOCAL POINT” 1 Corinthians 1:18–31  

Pastor Jim Sprengle 
 

 
NICENE CREED 
 
I believe in one God, the Father Almighty, Maker of Heaven and earth and of all 
things visible and invisible.  

And in one Lord Jesus Christ, the only-begotten Son of God, begotten of His Father 
before all worlds, God of God, Light of Light, very God of very God, begotten, not 
made, being of one substance with the Father, by Whom all things were made; Who 
for us and for our salvation came down from Heaven and was incarnate by the Holy 
Spirit of the virgin Mary and was made man; and was crucified also for us under 
Pontius Pilate. He suffered and was buried. And the third day He rose again 
according to the Scriptures and ascended into Heaven and sits at the right hand of 
the Father. And He will come again with glory to judge both the living and the dead, 
whose kingdom will have no end.  

And I believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord and giver of life, Who proceeds from the 
Father and the Son, Who with the Father and the Son together is worshiped and 
glorified, Who spoke by the prophets.  

And I believe in one holy Christian and apostolic church, I acknowledge one Baptism 
for the remission of sins, and I look for the resurrection of the dead and the life of the 
world to come. Amen. 
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TITHES AND OFFERINGS 
(Our offerings are made as an act of worship, given in loving response to all that God has 
graciously given us, both materially and spiritually.) 
 
 
PRAYER OF THE CHURCH 
 

P Let us pray for the Church here and around the world and for people everywhere in 
their various circumstances. 

Lord over all, we give thanks that the heavens declare Your glory. And we pray Your 
blessings on all who seek ways to use the resources of Your good creation to feed 
the hungry, heal the sick, and shelter the homeless. Guide them toward bountiful 
harvests and life-saving technologies. Lord, in Your mercy, 

C hear our prayer. 
 

P O Lord, who brought Your people Israel out of slavery in Egypt, hear the prayer of 
those who long for freedom from oppressive regimes, false imprisonment, poverty, 
and social discrimination. Awaken a desire for peace, justice, and human dignity in 
the citizens and leaders of the nations. Give them compassionate eyes so that they 
may seek to help one another, relieving hunger and despair with loving and sharing 
actions. Guide and protect armed forces deployed and those who work for peace 
and security in our local communities. Open our eyes to the vocation we have as 
people of faith each day. Lord, in Your mercy, 

C hear our prayer. 
 

P Wise and loving heavenly Father, who chose those whom the world considered 
foolish, weak, lowly, and despised to be joined in the Body of Christ, give us Your 
strength and wisdom. Open doors of opportunity for the Church to preach Christ 
crucified and risen no matter the form of opposition they encounter, so that many 
will come to faith. Strengthen clergy and lay leaders to focus not on institutions or 
statistics but on the righteousness, sanctification, and redemption our Savior won in 
His gracious sacrifice for us in grace and love. Lord, in Your mercy, 

C hear our prayer. 
 

P We ask Your gracious answers to the prayers of those near and dear to us, 
including...Visit, relieve, console, and uplift them according to Your plans, using us 
where possible as part of the answer to their petitions.  Lord, in Your mercy, 

C hear our prayer. 
 

P We thank You, dear Father, for all Your many blessings, and we rejoice with those 
who are celebrating this week...Lord, in Your mercy, 

C hear our prayer. 
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P All these things and whatever else You know that we need, grant us, Father, for the 
sake of Him who died and rose again and now lives and reigns with You and the 
Holy Spirit, one God forever and ever, 

C Amen. 
 
 
THE LORD’S PRAYER (sung) Matthew 6:9-13 
 

Our Father, which art in Heaven, Hallowed be Thy name. 
Thy kingdom come, Thy will be done On earth, as it is in Heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread 
And forgive us our debts as we forgive our debtors, 

And lead us not into temptation, But deliver us from evil, 
For Thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, 

Forever. Amen. 
 

 
BENEDICTION Numbers 6:24–26 
 

P The Lord bless you and keep you. 
The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you. 

The Lord look upon you with favor and T give you peace. 

C Amen. 
 
 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 
(Please read the FYI in your bulletin for additional announcements and information.) 
 
HYMN “In The Cross Of Christ I Glory” 

 
In the cross of Christ I glory, tow’ring o’er the wrecks of time. 
All the light of sacred story gathers round its head sublime. 

 
When the woes of life o’er take me, hopes deceive, and fears annoy, 

Never shall the cross forsake me; lo, it glows with peace and joy. 
 

When the sun of bliss is beaming light and love upon my way, 
From the cross the radiance streaming adds more luster to the day. 

 
DISMISSAL 
 

P Go in peace. Serve the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God! 
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ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS 
Scripture taken from The Holy Bible, English Standard Version ®, Copyright © 2001 by Crossway Bibles, a division of Good News Publishers. 
Capitalization of pronouns referring to the Deity has been added and is not part of the original English Standard Version text. 

Creative Worship for the Lutheran Parish, Series B, Quarter 2. Copyright © 2020 Concordia Publishing House.  All rights reserved. Used by 
permission. 

Unless otherwise noted, all hymns printed in this service are in the Public Domain.  Hymns, songs, and other music in this service that are 
copyrighted are used with permission and are internet streamed with permission under CCLI License #759893, OneLicense #A-729093 or LSB 
License #100030507. 

“Lead Me to the Cross”, CCLI Song No. 729610, by Graham Kendrick and Steve Thompson.  © 1991 Make Way Music (Admin. by Music 
Services)   For use solely in accordance with the SongSelect Basic Terms of Agreement.  All rights Reserved.  CCLI License No. 759893 

“The Lord’s Prayer”, music by Albert Hay Malotte.  Copyright © 1935 (renewed) by G. Schirmer, Inc.  All rights reserved.  Used by permission 
under CCLI License #759893. 

 

 

 

 

ANNOUNCEMENTS MARCH 7, 2021  

† PLANNING TO BEGIN SUNDAY SERVICES ON PALM 
SUNDAY, MARCH 28  
News of the opening will continue to be shared via newsletter, email, online services, and 
this bulletin. Please stay tuned! 

† ATTENDING SATURDAY SERVICE  
Services will be recorded at 2:00pm. The official rule for religious services is maximum 25 
people, including pastors and assistants, 6-foot distancing and masks are required. After 
the service is recorded, a brief communion service will be held for those in attendance.  
Reservations: Contact office and speak to Michele.  
Reservations for coming Saturday only (no multiple weeks)  
If full that week, names go on next week’s list  
The procedure for coming is as follows:  

1. Do not have ANY illnesses or symptoms.  
2. Arrive prior to 2:00pm  to avoid disturbances during taping  
3. Wear a mask when entering  
4. Use hand sanitizer on the table and sign in on the sheet there  
5. Social distance of 6 feet at all times  
6. Enter the building through the Narthex Entrance  
7. To enter the sanctuary, use the door near the mailboxes in the hallway not the main 

sanctuary doors as they are blocked off due to filming.  
8. No dwelling after church in the narthex. Please take conversations outside.  

 
† ALTERNATIVES FOR HOMEBOUND WORSHIP  

• • Online Daily Devotions are on our Facebook page: Ascension Lutheran Church  

and School - Portland  

• • Radio: KPDQ on 93.9FM Sunday mornings at 7:00am.  

• • alcportland.org for Bible Studies and Worship Services  
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† MILESTONES 

BAPTISM BIRTHDAYS  
Fred Greco   3/9 

BIRTHDAYS  
Ellie Graham   3/10   John Hazen   3/11 
Miki Etzel   3/12   Jenny Schuldheisz  3/12 
J.E. Knox   3/13 

WEDDING ANNIVERSARIES - None 
 
† ASCENSION HELP LINE – 971-715-1416  
 
PRAYER NEEDS?  
Contact the church office with any requests at 503-665-8821 or e-mail: 
office@alcportland.org  
 
PRAYERS ARE REQUESTED FOR:  
Carolyn Erdmann, Ray Brown, Mike Hatley, The Family of Randy Arronson, Mary Niska, 
Larry Hart, The Family of Jack Webber, Bill Ritchie, Colleen Ek Yah, Esperanza Gutierrez, 
Brian Laxton, Virginia Hunt, John Eilers and Family, Marty Blankenburg, Richard 
Robertson, Lewis Eilers, The Family of Ordena Laxton, The Family of Wayne Rippon, Rich 
Zahursky, Audrey Bauch, Alan Bauch, Leonard Murphy, Bruce Blubaum, Judy Blubaum, 
Ellie Brown, Antonia Martinez (mother of Esperanza Gutierrez), Michele Sprengle  
Ava Wentela (Sue Wentela’s granddaughter), Carol Santorufo (sister of Sue Wentela), 
*Barbara Schrader, *Dale Porath, All those suffering or infected with Covid-19.  
*Home Bound.  
 
PRAY FOR OUR MILITARY:  
Marie Cassetty Brown, Air Force — Ramstein Air Base, Germany AFB LA (sister-in-law of 
Wanda Cassetty);  
Jon Porath, Air Force — Nellis Air Force Base, Las Vegas NV (son of Dale and Sherry 
Porath);  
Dakota Saunders, US Navy — Based in Cecilia Italy (godson of Carrie Graham);  
Alex Williamson, Air Force, Reserve — Washington (grandson of Rebecca Williamson);  
Michael Williamson, Air Force, Reserve — Texas (grandson of Rebecca Williamson);  
Jamie Wong-Lopez, Marines — Annapolis MD (nephew of Kevin and Merci McInaney);  
Clayton Wright, Air Force – Yokota AFB Japan (grandson of Virginia Jacobs);  
Colton Wright, Navy — Assigned to USS Harry S. Truman (grandson of Virginia Jacobs);  
Tyler Young, Navy — Deployed (nephew of Karen Arronson). 
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1440 SE 182nd Avenue, Portland, OR 97233 
Church: 503-665-8821 · Childcare Center: 503-667-6750  

Web Site: www.alcportland.org  

Church Office Hours: Monday–Friday 9am to 3pm 
 

Our Mission Statement: 
~ Go and Share Jesus Christ ~  

Our Vision Statement: 
“Take part…Join Jesus on His mission” 

 

The members of Ascension Lutheran Church are committed to being God’s witnesses in Gresham, 
and in all of Portland and the Northwest, and to the ends of the earth (Acts 1:8) by: 
 

With the universal Christian Church, we believe, teach and respond to the love of the Triune God— 
the Father, Creator of all that exists; the Son Jesus Christ, Who left His home in Heaven to become 
flesh and blood, to suffer and die for the sins of all peoples of the world, and Who rose from the 
grave, victorious over sin, death and the devil, that we too might live with Him in Heaven; and the 
Holy Spirit, Who creates faith in our hearts in Christ Jesus through God’s Word and Sacrament. 
The three Persons of the Holy Trinity are one God, co-equal and co-eternal. The core teachings 
of our faith from the Lutheran perspective can be summarized in three short phrases: Grace alone, 
Scripture alone, Faith alone. 

Staff 

Rev. Jim Sprengle, Pastor 
pastor@alcportland.org 

Ruberto Ek Yah, Vicar 
vicar@alcportland.org 

Rev. Dan Critchett, Christian Outreach  
pastordan@alcportland.org 

Brad Hall, Worship and Music Coordinator 
worship@alcportland.org 

Michele Sprengle, Office Administrator 
office@alcportland.org 

Wanda Cassetty, Council Secretary 
council@alcportland.org 

Barbara Vaughn, Childhood Center 
Director 

director@alcportland.org 

Bonnie Webber, Treasurer 
Rebecca Williamson, Assistant Treasurer 

treasurer@alcportland.org 

 


