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FIRST SUNDAY AFTER CHRISTMAS 
 

DECEMBER 27, 2020 
 

WELCOME to all who are attending our service today. We are glad you are with us! To all 
guests and visitors, we especially extend our hands of friendship. May God bless the 
worship time for each one of you. Please come again!  
 
NURSERY AVAILABLE We have an unstaffed nursery for your convenience and privacy. 
The nursery has audio and video so you may hear and see the worship service while 
attending to your child.  
 
HOLY COMMUNION is celebrated at the 8:30 service on the 1st and 3rd Sundays of the 
month, and at the 11:00 service on the 2nd and 4th Sundays.  
 
P = Pastor, C = Congregation, A = Reader/Assisting) 

 

 

 

 

 

T PREPARATION T 
 

Theme: “Seeing Our Salvation” 
 

AS WE GATHER 

The Gospel for the First Sunday after Christmas takes us to the temple in Jerusalem, where 
Jesus is brought by Mary and Joseph. In presenting Him there, they are affirming that He is 
dedicated to God as a firstborn son. But He is much more than a son—He is the Son. In her 
classic hymn text, German hymnist Elisabeth Cruciger celebrates His coming as she writes, 
“The only Son from heaven, foretold by ancient seers, By God the Father given, In human 
form appears. No sphere His light confining, No star so brightly shining As He, our Morning 
Star”. Jesus is the One in whom we see our salvation, whose light guides our way through 
life, and whose presence enlightens our world. With joy, we worship Him! 
 
 
PRELUDE “Away In A Manger” 

Karin Richardson/Karon Keup – duo 
 

“The Birthday of a King” 
Words by W. H. Neidlinger; arr. T. Fettke 

Karon Keup – soloist 
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WELCOME 
 
 
HYMN “Hark! The Herald Angels Sing” 
 

Hark the herald angels sing;  “Glory to the newborn King; 
Peace on earth and mercy mild,  God and sinners reconciled.”  

Joyful all ye nations, rise;  Join the triumph of the skies; 
With th'angelic hosts proclaim,  “Christ is born in Bethlehem!” 

Hark! The herald angels sing, “Glory to the newborn King!” 
 

Christ, by highest Heav’n adored, Christ, the everlasting Lord, 
Late in time, behold Him come, Offspring of a virgin’s womb. 

Veiled in flesh the Godhead see! Hail, th’ incarnate deity! 
Pleased as man with us to dwell, Jesus, our Emmanuel! 

Hark, the herald angels sing, “Glory to the newborn King!”  
 

Hail the Heav’n-born Prince of Peace! Hail the sun of righteousness! 
Light and life to all He brings, Ris’n with healing in His wings. 

Mild He lays His glory by, Born that we no more may die, 
Born to raise each child of earth, Born to give us second birth. 

Hark, the herald angels sing, “Glory to the newborn King!”  
 
 

INVOCATION   

 

P In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 
C Amen. 
 
 

OPENING SENTENCES Luke 2:30, 32; Psalm 71:19, 23 
 
P Alleluia! My eyes have seen Your salvation, 

C a light for revelation to the Gentiles, and for glory to Your people Israel. 
Alleluia! 

 
P Your righteousness, O God, reaches the high heavens. 

C You who have done great things, O God, who is like You? 
 
P My lips will shout for joy, when I sing praises to You; 

C my soul also, which You have redeemed. 
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CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION 
 
P People redeemed by the Lord, let us now make confession of our sins to God, our 

heavenly Father. 

C Merciful God, we confess that we are by nature sinful and unclean. We repent 
of having sinned against You in thought, word, and deed. We have left undone 
those things we ought to have done; we have done those things we ought not 
to have done. We have not lived our lives fully in the freedom won for us by 
our Lord. We have not always shared the bounty You have given us as 
stewards of Your creation. We sincerely repent of our sins and humbly ask 
Your grace and forgiveness in Jesus, our Savior. By the renewing work of the 
Holy Spirit, lead us to change what is sinful in our lives that each day we grow 
in righteousness and godly living to the glory of Your holy name. 

 

P God has promised pardon, life, and salvation because of the atoning sacrifice of His 
beloved Son, who has replaced slavery to sin with a priceless inheritance of 
freedom and joy. As a called and ordained servant of Christ, I forgive you all your 

sins in the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. As you 
believe, so may it be. 

C Amen. 
 

T WORD T 

 
SALUTATION  
 

P The Lord be with you. 

C And also with you. 
 
PRAYER OF THE DAY 
 

P Let us pray. 

O God, our Maker and Redeemer, You wonderfully created us and in the 
incarnation of Your Son yet more wondrously restored our human nature. Grant that 
we may ever be alive in Him who made Himself to be like us; through Jesus Christ, 
our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and 
forever. 

C Amen. 
 
SHARING THE PEACE OF THE LORD 
 

P The peace of the Lord be with you all. 

C And also with you. 
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T THE WORD T 
 
EPISTLE  Galatians 4:4–7 (ESV) 

(God does everything in His time and in His Way.) 

4 But when the fullness of time had come, God sent forth His Son, born of woman, born 
under the law, 5 to redeem those who were under the law, so that we might receive 
adoption as sons. 6 And because you are sons, God has sent the Spirit of His Son into our 
hearts, crying, “Abba! Father!” 7 So you are no longer a slave, but a son, and if a son, then 
an heir through God. 
 

A This is the Word of the Lord. 
C Thanks be to God. 
 
 
LAMBS LESSON 
 
 
HOLY GOSPEL Luke 2:22–35 (ESV) 

(A promise kept, a hope fulfilled.) 

P The Holy Gospel according to St. Luke, the second chapter. 

C Glory to You, O Lord. 

22 And when the time came for their purification according to the Law of Moses, they 
brought Him up to Jerusalem to present Him to the Lord 23 (as it is written in the Law of the 
Lord, “Every male who first opens the womb shall be called holy to the Lord”)  24 and to offer 
a sacrifice according to what is said in the Law of the Lord, “a pair of turtledoves, or two 
young pigeons.” 25 Now there was a man in Jerusalem, whose name was Simeon, and this 
man was righteous and devout, waiting for the consolation of Israel, and the Holy Spirit was 
upon him. 26 And it had been revealed to him by the Holy Spirit that he would not see death 
before he had seen the Lord's Christ. 27 And he came in the Spirit into the temple, and when 
the parents brought in the Child Jesus, to do for Him according to the custom of the Law,  
28 he took Him up in his arms and blessed God and said, 29 “Lord, now You are letting your 
servant depart in peace, according to Your word; 30 for my eyes have seen Your salvation 
31 that You have prepared in the presence of all peoples, 32 a light for revelation to the 
Gentiles, and for glory to your people Israel.” 33 And his father and his mother marveled at 
what was said about him. 34 And Simeon blessed them and said to Mary his mother, 
“Behold, this child is appointed for the fall and rising of many in Israel, and for a sign that is 
opposed 35 (and a sword will pierce through your own soul also), so that thoughts from 
many hearts may be revealed.” 
 

P This is the Gospel of the Lord. 

C Praise to You, O Christ. 
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HYMN “Thou Light of Gentile Nations” 
 

Thou Light of Gentile nations, Thou Savior from above, 
Drawn by Thy Spirit's leading, We come with joy and love 

Into Thy holy temple And wait with earnest mind 
As Simeon had waited His God and Lord to find. 

 
Yea, Lord, Thy servants meet Thee In ev’ry holy place 

Where Thy true Word has promised That we should see Thy face. 
Today Thou still dost grant us Who gather round Thee here 

In arms of faith to bear Thee As did that aged seer. 
 

Be Thou our Joy and Brightness, Our Cheer in pain and loss, 
Our Sun in darkest terror, The Glory round our cross, 

A Star for sinking spirits, A Beacon in distress, 
Physician, Friend, in sickness, In death our Happiness. 

 
Let us, O Lord, be faithful Like Simeon to the end, 

So that his prayer exultant. May from our hearts ascend: 
“O Lord, now let Thy servant. Depart in peace, I pray, 

Since I have seen my Savior. And here beheld His day.” 
 
 
SERMON “EMBRACE CHRISTMAS WITH EXPECTATION”     Pastor Dan Critchett 
“For my eyes have seen Your salvation which You have prepared before the face of all peoples.” Luke 2:30-31 

 
 

NUNC DIMITTIS 
“Lord, Now Lettest Thou Thy Servant” 

(from “The Lutheran Hymnal”/TLH) 
 

Lord, now lettest Thou Thy servant depart in peace 
According to Thy word, 

For mine eyes have seen Thy salvation,  
Which Thou hast prepared before the face of all people, 

A light to lighten the Gentiles 
And the glory of Thy people Israel. 

Glory be to the Father, and to the Son and to the Holy Ghost; 
As it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be,  

World without end. Amen 
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STATEMENT OF FAITH 

 
C  I believe in the triune God, as He has revealed Himself in the Bible. 

God the Father who has created me, God the Son who has redeemed me, and 
God the Holy Spirit who has sanctified me, and given me the gift of faith.  

This is my Lord, three persons yet one God.  He loves me now and forever, 
and invites me to an eternal relationship with Him, as I learn to trust and obey 
Him in all things. 

I believe that He calls me to live a life of purpose and meaning. A life that 
honors Him and blesses others. I believe that He forgives my sins, and 
enables me to live the life to which He calls me. 

I dedicate myself to that life. I desire His favor and blessing, and I will delight 
to serve Him all of my days on earth until, by His grace, He calls me home to 
worship and serve Him in heaven forever.   Amen. 

 
 

PRAYER FOR TITHES AND OFFERINGS 
(Our offerings are made as an act of worship, given in loving response to all that God has 
graciously given us, both materially and spiritually.) 
 
 

PRAYER OF THE CHURCH    
(We offer prayers for all things and people; 1Timothy 2:1-2) 
 
P  Let us pray for the whole Church of God in Christ Jesus and for all people 
 according to their needs.  
 
(Brief silence) 
 

P  Father in heaven, You made Your Son the firstborn among many brothers. Open 
our eyes to see Your salvation for all the world. Stir our hearts by Your Holy Spirit to 
support the mission of Your Church. As we share Your love and truth, encourage 
sons and daughters to consider Your call to serve as called servants in Your Church 
and to give sacrificially to provide for the work of proclaiming Christ to the nations. 
Lord, in Your mercy,  

C  hear our prayer. 
 
P  Lord God, as Your baptized children, holy and beloved, clothe us in Christ’s 

righteousness, putting on His compassion, kindness, humility, meekness, patience, 
forgiveness and, above all, love, that His peace might rule in our hearts with 
thanksgiving. Lord, in Your mercy,  

C  hear our prayer. 
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P  O God, whose praise is sung by all creation, we give thanks for the gift of music and 
for the musicians whose discipline, skill and love for You lead us to sing Your praise. 
Let the Word of Christ ever dwell in us richly, so that Your Church is filled with joyful 
songs. Lord, in Your mercy,  

C  hear our prayer. 
 
P Give a special measure of blessing to those with special needs. Especially we 

remember the sick, the shut-in, those dealing with depression, those who sorrow, 
and others known to us who at this time need prayer. Help us to be people who 
bless, encourage, and strengthen all those in our circles of relationship and beyond. 
Lord, in Your mercy, 

C hear our prayer.  
 

P We pray for those who are celebrating…Lord, in Your mercy, 
C hear our prayer. 

 

P Into Your hands, O Lord, we commend ourselves and all for whom we pray, trusting 
in Your mercy, through Your Son, Jesus Christ, our Lord. 

C Amen. 
 
 
THE LORD’S PRAYER (Mt 6:9ff; Lk 11:2ff) 
 

P Lord, in prayer, we approach Your throne of grace with confidence and gladness 
and pray as You have taught us: 

C Our Father, Who art in Heaven, hallowed be Thy name, Thy Kingdom come, 
Thy will be done on earth as it is in Heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; 
and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us; 
and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For Thine is the 
Kingdom and the power and the glory, forever and ever. Amen. 

 

 

BENEDICTION Numbers 6:24–26 
 

P The Lord bless you and keep you. 
The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you. 
The Lord look upon you with favor and T give you peace.     

C Amen. 
 
 
ANNOUNCEMENTS 
(Please read the FYI in your bulletin for additional announcements and information. ) 
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HYMN “O Come, All Ye Faithful” 
 

O come, all ye faithful, joyful and triumphant, 
O come ye, O come ye to Bethlehem. 

Come and behold Him, born the King of angels, 
O come let us adore Him, O come let us adore Him! 

O come let us adore Him, Christ the Lord! 
 

Highest, most holy, Light of light eternal, 
Born of a virgin, a mortal He comes; 

Son of the Father now in flesh appearing! 
O come let us adore Him, O come let us adore Him! 

O come let us adore Him, Christ the Lord! 
 

Sing choirs of angels, sing in exultation! 
Sing all ye citizens of Heaven above! 

Glory to God, in the highest! 
O come let us adore Him, O come let us adore Him! 

O come let us adore Him, Christ the Lord! 
 

Yea, Lord we greet Thee, born this happy morning, 
Jesus, to Thee be glory given! 

Word of the Father, now in flesh appearing. 
O come let us adore Him, O come let us adore Him! 

O come let us adore Him, Christ the Lord! 
 

 
DISMISSAL 

 
P Go in peace. Serve the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God! 
 

 

ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS 
Scripture taken from The Holy Bible, English Standard Version Copyright © 2001 by Crossway Bibles, a division of Good 
News Publishers. Capitalization of pronouns referring to the Deity has been added and is not part of the original English 

Standard Version text. 

Parts of this service taken from Creative Worship for the Lutheran Parish, Series A, Quarter 1. Copyright © Concordia 

Publishing House. All rights reserved. Used by permission. 

The Birthday of a King”, by William Harold Neidinger, arr. Tom Fettke.  Arr. copyright © 1985/1995 by Pilot Point Music, used 
by permission under CCLI License # 759893. 

 

 

 



10 

ANNOUNCEMENTS—FYI DECEMBER 27, 2020 
 
† ALTERNATIVE FOR HOMEBOUND WORSHIP 

• Online Daily Devotions are on our Facebook page: Ascension Lutheran Church and 

School - Portland 

• Radio: KPDQ on 93.9FM Sunday mornings at 7:00am.  

• alcportland.org for Bible Studies and Worship Services 

† ATTENDING SATURDAY SERVICE? NEW TIME! 2:00PM 

Services will be recorded at 2:00pm, everything else stays the same. 

The official rule for religious services is maximum 25 people, including pastors and 

assistants, 6-foot distancing and masks are required. After the service is recorded, a brief 

communion service will be held for those in attendance. 

Reservations:  Contact office and speak to Michele.  

 Reservations for coming Saturday only (no multiple weeks) 

 If full that week, names go on next week’s list 

The procedure for coming is as follows: 

1. Do not have ANY illnesses or symptoms. 

2. Arrive prior to 2:00pm as the service is taped and disturbances after 

beginning are not good 

3. Wear a mask when entering 

4. Use hand sanitizer on the table and sign in on the sheet there  

5. Social distance of 6 feet at all times 

6. Enter the building through the Narthex Entrance 

7. To enter the sanctuary, use the door at the hallway not the main sanctuary 

doors as they are blocked off due to filming.  

8. No dwelling after church in the narthex. Please take conversations outside. 

† THANK YOU FROM BONNIE WEBBER 

I would like to thank each and every one of you for the kind words, prayers and beautiful 

cards that were offered after the passing of my husband, Jack. Comfort has come to our 

family in so many ways from our Church brothers and sisters. Even though the heart hurts 

during this time, the healing is made easier with each thought and prayer from you. God 

bless you all. 

† ASCENSION HELP LINE – 971-715-1416 
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BAPTISM BIRTHDAYS  

Frances Rippon  12/28   Mae Smith   12/28 
Virginia Hunt   12/29   Jerry Bangs   1/1 
Kim Driessner   1/1   Lorraine Haggard  1/1 
Bonnie Webber  1/1   Elliot Noonan   1/2 

BIRTHDAYS  

Kayla Driessner  12/28   Kim Driessner   12/28 
Sarah Greco   1/1   Debbie Noonan  1/2 

WEDDING ANNIVERSARIES 

Dale and Sherry Porath 12/27/1966 
Mel and Lorraine Haggard 12/29/1956 
 
PRAYER NEEDS?  
Contact the church office with any requests at 503-665-8821 or e-mail: office@alcportland.org 

 
PRAYERS ARE REQUESTED FOR: 
The Family of Jack Webber, Carolyn Erdmann, Elly Brown, Mike Hatley, The family of 
Alejandra Gamboa, The Family of Randy Arronson, Mary Niska, Larry Hart, Bill Ritchie, 
Colleen Ek Yah, Esperanza Gutierrez, Brian Laxton, Virginia Hunt, John Eilers and Family, 
Marty Blankenburg, Richard Robertson, Lewis Eilers, The Family of Wayne Rippon, Rich 
Zahursky, Audrey Bauch, Alan Bauch, Leonard Murphy, Bruce Blubaum, Judy Blubaum, 
Ray Brown, Antonia Martinez (mother of Esperanza Gutierrez), Michele Sprengle 
 Ava Wentela (Sue Wentela’s granddaughter), Carol Santorufo (sister of Sue Wentela) , 
*Ordena Laxton, *Barbara Schrader, *Dale Porath, All those suffering or infected with 
Covid-19. 
*Home Bound. 
 
PRAY FOR OUR MILITARY:  
Marie Cassetty Brown, Air Force — Ramstein Air Base, Germany AFB LA (sister-in-law of 
Wanda Cassetty); 
Jaden Keup, Army – deployed (great-nephew of Karon Keup); 
Jon Porath, Air Force — Nellis Air Force Base, Las Vegas NV (son of Dale and Sherry 
Porath);  
Dakota Saunders, US Navy — Based in Cecilia Italy (godson of Carrie Graham); 
Alex Williamson, Air Force, Reserve — Washington (grandson of Rebecca Williamson); 
Michael Williamson, Air Force, Reserve — Texas (grandson of Rebecca Williamson); 
Jamie Wong-Lopez, Marines — Annapolis MD (nephew of Kevin and Merci McInaney); 
Clayton Wright Air Force – Yokota AFB Japan (grandson of Virginia Jacobs); 
Colton Wright, Navy — Assigned to USS Harry S. Truman (grandson of Virginia Jacobs);  
Tyler Young, Navy — Deployed (nephew of Karen Arronson).  
 

mailto:office@alcportland.org
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1440 SE 182nd Avenue, Portland, OR 97233 

Church: 503-665-8821 · Childcare Center: 503-667-6750 
Web Site: www.alcportland.org 

Church Office Hours: Monday–Friday 9am to 3pm 

Our Mission Statement: Go and Share Jesus Christ 
Our Vision Statement: Take part…Join Jesus on His mission 

The members of Ascension Lutheran Church are committed to being God’s witnesses in 
Gresham, and in all of Portland and the Northwest, and to the ends of the earth (Acts 1:8):  

With the universal Christian Church, we believe, teach and respond to the love of the Triune 
God— the Father, Creator of all that exists; the Son Jesus Christ, Who left His home in 
Heaven to become flesh and blood, to suffer and die for the sins of all peoples of the world, 
and Who rose from the grave, victorious over sin, death and the devil, that we too might live 
with Him in Heaven; and the Holy Spirit, Who creates faith in our hearts in Christ Jesus 
through God’s Word and Sacrament. The three Persons of the Holy Trinity are one God, 
co-equal and co-eternal. The core teachings of our faith from the Lutheran perspective can 
be summarized in three short phrases: Grace alone, Scripture alone, Faith alone.  
 

STAFF 

Rev. Jim Sprengle, Pastor 
pastor@alcportland.org 

Ruberto Ek Yah, Vicar 
vicar@alcportland.org 

Rev. Dan Critchett, Christian Outreach  
pastordan@alcportland.org 

Brad Hall, Worship and Music Coordinator 
worship@alcportland.org 

Michele Sprengle, Office Administrator 
office@alcportland.org 

Wanda Cassetty, Council Secretary 
council@alcportland.org 

Barbara Vaughn, Childhood Center 
Director 

director@alcportland.org 

Bonnie Webber, Treasurer 
Rebecca Williamson, Assistant Treasurer 

treasurer@alcportland.org 

 


