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SIXTH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST 
 

JULY 12, 2020 
 

Welcome to all who are attending our service today. We are glad you are with us! To all 
guests and visitors, we especially extend our hands of friendship. May God bless the 
worship time for each one of you. Please come again!  
 
NURSERY AVAILABLE We have an unstaffed nursery for your convenience and privacy. 
The nursery has audio and video so you may hear and see the worship service while 
attending to your child.  
 
Holy Communion is celebrated at the 8:30 service on the 1st and 3rd Sundays of the month, 
and at the 11:00 service on the 2nd and 4th Sundays.  
 

(P = Pastor, C = Congregation, A = Reader/Assisting) 
 

 

 

 

 

T PREPARATION T 

 
Theme: “That Which Does Give Life” 

 
AS WE GATHER 
 
The Word works! The Word of God is our only source of everlasting life. Through Isaiah, 
God explains that His Word is as effective as rain causing growth in plants. As David writes 
poetically, His care causes all the trees of the field to clap their hands. And the Word will 
work in our lives so that we will “go out in joy and be led forth in peace,” as Isaiah puts it. 
Indeed, Jesus, the Word in the flesh, succeeded in giving us peace and joy by rising 
victorious over sin, death, and the power of the devil. As a result, Paul explains in the 
Epistle, we are God’s adopted children, calling out to Him, “Abba, Father.” But there is work 
for us to do! As we let the Word work through us, we can expect that, in spite of opposition 
of all sorts from the world, if we but hear and understand, we will certainly bear fruit for our 
heavenly Father. 
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PRELUDE  
 
 
WELCOME 
 
 
HYMN  “Open Now Thy Gates Of Beauty” 

 
Open now Thy gates of beauty, Zion, let me enter there, 

Where my soul in joyful duty Waits for God, Who answers prayer. 
O how blessed is this place, Filled with solace, light, and grace! 

 
Here, Thy praise is gladly chanted, Here Thy seed is duly sown; 

Let my soul, where it is planted, Bring forth precious sheaves alone, 
So that all I hear may be Fruitful unto life in me. 

 
Thou, my faith increase and quicken, Let me keep Thy gift divine; 
Howsoe’er temptations thicken, May Thy Word still o’er me shine 

As my guiding star through life, As my comfort in all strife. 
 

INVOCATION   

 

P In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 
 
 
CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION  Isaiah 55:11–12; Psalm 32:5; 124:8;  

Matthew 13:23; Romans 8:16 
 

P Our help is in the name of the Lord, 

C who made heaven and earth. 
 

P I said, I will confess my transgressions unto the Lord, 

C and You forgave the iniquity of my sin. 
 

P In the today’s Epistle, Paul reminds us that “the Spirit Himself bears witness with our 
spirit that we are children of God.” Let us therefore go to our gracious heavenly 
Father, confessing our sins. 

 
Silence for reflection on God’s Word and for self-examination. 
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P In the Old Testament Reading, God promises, “My word…shall not return to Me 
empty; it shall accomplish…and shall succeed.” 

C But we do not trust You in all things. We have sinned in thought, word, and 
deed. Forgive us, heavenly Father. 

 

P Then God tells us, “You shall go out in joy and be led forth in peace.” 

C But we are captive to sin and cannot free ourselves. Hear us, free us, and lead 
us in paths pleasing to You, heavenly Father. 

 

P In the Gospel, our Lord explains that “the one who hears the word and understands 
it…bears fruit.” By the grace of God, we believe and understand that Jesus, the 
Word of God in the flesh, succeeded in destroying death and rising victorious for us. 
For His sake, God forgives us and uses us to bear fruit for Him. As a called and 
ordained servant of Christ, I therefore forgive you all your sins in the name of the 

Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. May the Word planted inside you 
produce a great harvest for our gracious Lord. 

C Amen. Thanks be to God! 

 
SALUTATION  
 

P The Lord be with you. 

C And also with you. 

 
PRAYER OF THE DAY 
 

P Let us pray. 

Gracious God, who has given us this good earth in which to live and who sends rain 
and sun to cause plants to produce fruit and grain for harvest, continue to send Your 
life-giving Word to us so that we resist the cares of this world and return to You a 
harvest of new sons and daughters, through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who 
lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C Amen. 

 
SHARING THE PEACE OF THE LORD 
(Though separated in place, we take a moment to consider the peace we offer our brothers 
and sisters in Christ and the forgiveness which reigns among us.) 
 

P The peace of the Lord be with you all. 

C And also with you. 
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T THE WORD T 
 

(The reading of God’s Word is central to our worship, our life, and our faith; this portion of 
the service concludes with the sermon, or the preached Word.) 

 
 
OLD TESTAMENT READING     Isaiah 55:10–13 (ESV) 

(God’s Word accomplishes His plans as surely as rain gives growth to plants.) 

10 “For as the rain and the snow come down from heaven and do not return there but water 
the earth, making it bring forth and sprout, giving seed to the sower and bread to the eater, 
11 so shall My word be that goes out from My mouth; it shall not return to Me empty, but it 
shall accomplish that which I purpose, and shall succeed in the thing for which I sent it. 
12 “For you shall go out in joy and be led forth in peace; the mountains and the hills before 
you shall break forth into singing, and all the trees of the field shall clap their hands. 
13 Instead of the thorn shall come up the cypress; instead of the brier shall come up the 
myrtle; and it shall make a name for the Lord, an everlasting sign that shall not be cut off.” 

 

A This is the Word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 
 
 
EPISTLE  Romans 8:12–17 (ESV) 

(Because the Spirit leads us, we know we are children of God.) 

12 So then, brothers, we are debtors, not to the flesh, to live according to the flesh. 13 For if 
you live according to the flesh you will die, but if by the Spirit you put to death the deeds of 
the body, you will live. 14 For all who are led by the Spirit of God are sons of God. 15 For you 
did not receive the spirit of slavery to fall back into fear, but you have received the Spirit of 
adoption as sons, by whom we cry, “Abba! Father!” 16 The Spirit Himself bears witness with 
our spirit that we are children of God, 17 and if children, then heirs—heirs of God and fellow 
heirs with Christ, provided we suffer with Him in order that we may also be glorified with 
Him. 
 

A This is the Word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 
 
 
LAMBS’ LESSON 
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HOLY GOSPEL Matthew 13:1–9, 18–23 (ESV) 

(Whoever hears the Word and understands it will produce  
a great harvest for God in spite of worldly opposition.) 

P The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew, the thirteenth chapter. 

C Glory to You, O Lord. 
 

1That same day Jesus went out of the house and sat beside the sea. 2 And great crowds 
gathered about Him, so that He got into a boat and sat down. And the whole crowd stood 
on the beach. 3 And He told them many things in parables, saying: “A sower went out to 
sow. 4 And as he sowed, some seeds fell along the path, and the birds came and devoured 
them. 5 Other seeds fell on rocky ground, where they did not have much soil, and 
immediately they sprang up, since they had no depth of soil, 6 but when the sun rose they 
were scorched. And since they had no root, they withered away. 7 Other seeds fell among 
thorns, and the thorns grew up and choked them. 8 Other seeds fell on good soil and 
produced grain, some a hundredfold, some sixty, some thirty. 9 He who has ears let him 
hear.” 

18 “Hear then the parable of the sower: 19 When anyone hears the word of the kingdom and 
does not understand it, the evil one comes and snatches away what has been sown in his 
heart. This is what was sown along the path. 20 As for what was sown on rocky ground, this 
is the one who hears the word and immediately receives it with joy, 21 yet he has no root in 
himself, but endures for a while, and when tribulation or persecution arises on account of 
the word, immediately he falls away. 22 As for what was sown among thorns, this is the one 
who hears the word, but the cares of the world and the deceitfulness of riches choke the 
word, and it proves unfruitful. 23 But the seed falling on good soil refers to someone who 
hears the word and understands it. This is the one who produces a crop, yielding a 
hundred, sixty or thirty times what was sown.” 
 

P This is the Gospel of the Lord. 

C Praise to You, O Christ. 
 
 
HYMN  “Almighty God, Your Word Is Cast” 

 
Almighty God, Your Word is cast Like seed into the ground; 

Now let the dew of heav’n descend And righteous fruits abound. 
 

Let not the sly satanic foe This holy seed remove, 
But give it root in ev’ry heart To bring forth fruits of love. 

 

Let not the world's deceitful cares The rising plant destroy, 
But let it yield a hundredfold The fruits of peace and joy. 
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So when the precious seed is sown, Life-giving grace bestow 
That all whose souls the truth receive Its saving pow’r may know. 

 
 
SERMON “THE ROOTS OF FAITH” Matthew 13:1–9, 18–23 

Pastor Jim Sprengle 
 

 
WE SING OUR FAITH – THE CREED IN SONG 
 

“In God The Father I Believe” 
(tune: Kingsfold) 

 
In God the Father I believe almighty Lord of all 

Who made the heavens and the earth His name be praised in awe 
And I believe in Jesus Christ the Father's only Son 
Conceived by the Holy Ghost of virgin Mary born 

 
Who suffered when He stood condemned by Pontius Pilate’s code 

Was crucified was dead as He Himself had long foretold 
Our Lord was buried in a tomb descended into hell 

But on the third day He arose again on earth to dwell 
 

Ascending into heaven above He sits at God's right hand 
From there He shall return to judge the living and the dead 

In God the Spirit I believe Who guides a holy church 
The universal body that victorious shall emerge 

 
I do believe that all the saints must now commune in love 

And that redeemed by Jesus’ blood  our sins are pardoned us 
And at life's end my body frail upraised from earthly strife 

Is resurrected and renewed in everlasting life! 
 
 
TITHES AND OFFERINGS  
(Our offerings are made as an act of worship, given in loving response to all that God has 
graciously given us, both materially and spiritually.) 
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PRAYER OF THE CHURCH 
 

P Let us pray for the whole people of God in Christ Jesus and for all people according 
to their needs. 

Abba! Father! Your children lack for nothing under Your gracious, fatherly care. 
Cause us to trust Your Word and live in our true identity as Your beloved sons and 
daughters adopted by grace. Lord, in Your mercy, 

C hear our prayer. 
 

P Abba! Father! Your children live throughout the kingdoms of this world. We pray for 
Donald Trump, our president; Kate Brown, our governor, and for all who make, 
administer, and judge the laws in this and every land. Grant them wisdom to do 
justice, love mercy, and walk humbly before You. Lord, in Your mercy, 

C hear our prayer. 
 

P Abba! Father! Your children live throughout this earth and in Your nearer presence, 
where they now rest from their labors. By Your Word and Spirit guide us along the 
pilgrim way and bring us at last with all Your saints to the joys of Your presence in 
Your kingdom, which never ends. Lord, in Your mercy, 

C hear our prayer. 
 

P  For the work on our addition, that the building process would continue moving 
forward with ease and that the workers be blessed with health and safety, Lord, in 
Your mercy, 

C hear our prayer 
 

P For the ill, the suffering, and for all who mourn…Lord, in Your mercy, 

C hear our prayer. 
 

P For those who are celebrating…Lord, in Your mercy, 

C hear our prayer. 

 

P Into Your hands, Abba, Father, we commend all for whom we pray, trusting in Your 
mercy, through Your Son, Jesus Christ, our Lord, who lives and reigns in 
communion and love with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C  Amen. 
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THE LORD’S PRAYER (Mt 6:9ff; Lk 11:2ff) 
 

P Lord Jesus, grant us a blessed hope and a sure confidence as we come boldly 
before Your throne of grace, praying the prayer that You have taught us: 

C Our Father Who art in Heaven, hallowed be Thy name, Thy Kingdom come, 
Thy will be done on earth as it is in Heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; 
and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us; 
and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For Thine is the 
Kingdom and the power and the glory, forever and ever. Amen. 

 
 

BENEDICTION Numbers 6:24–26 
 

P The Lord bless you and keep you. 
The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you. 

The Lord look upon you with favor and T give you peace.      

C Amen. 
 
 
ANNOUNCEMENTS 
(Please read the FYI in your bulletin for additional announcements and information.) 
 
 
HYMN  “On What Has Now Been Sown” 
 

On what has now been sown Thy blessing, Lord, bestow; 
 The pow’r is Thine alone to make it spring and grow. 

 Do Thou in grace the harvest raise, 
 And Thou alone shalt have the praise! 

 
To Thee our wants are known, from Thee are all our pow’rs; 

 Accept what is Thine own and pardon what is ours. 
 Our praises, Lord, and prayers receive 

And to Thy Word a blessing give. 
 

O grant that each of us now met before Thee here, 
 May meet together thus when Thou and Thine appear 

And follow Thee to heav’n, our home. 
 E’en so, amen, Lord Jesus, come! 
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DISMISSAL 
 

P Go in peace. Serve the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God! 
 
 

ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS 
Scripture taken from The Holy Bible, English Standard Version Copyright © 2001 by Crossway Bibles, a division of Good 
News Publishers. Capitalization of pronouns referring to the Deity has been added and is not part of the original English 
Standard Version text. 

Parts of this service taken from Creative Worship for the Lutheran Parish, Series A, Quarter 1. Copyright © Concordia 
Publishing House. All rights reserved. Used by permission. 

Unless otherwise noted, all hymns are from the Public Domain. 

“In God the Father I Believe”, CCLI Song # 6118015 Frank Devries © 1975 CRC Publications / Faith Alive Christian 
Resources (Admin. by Christian Reformed Church In North America) For use solely with the SongSelect® Terms of Use. All 
rights reserved. www.ccli.com  CCLI License # 759893 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

ANNOUNCEMENTS—FYI JULY 12, 2020 

† VIRUS UPDATE RELATED TO CHURCH ACTIVITIES 
All Church activities are canceled until further notice. Although we are not fearful, we will 
take prudent measures to reduce the spread of COVID-19 in our community. Please stay 
at home, do not go out unless it is unavoidable and stay 6 feet away from others. You 
may call the office phone and listen to current messages, check the web site and emails to 
stay up on the latest news so you will be aware of what you need to do to stay healthy.  

† ASCENSION HELP LINE – 971-715-1416 
Our goal is to offer practical help for our members and friends in need during this difficult 
time. We have volunteers who are willing to run errands, bring groceries, or help with other 
needs. In addition, volunteers can call to check on people, offer a connection, and pray. 
Please leave your name, number, and as clearly as possible describe your need, and a 
HELP LINE Volunteer will return your call within 24 hours.  

† LUTHERAN HOUR MINISTRIES ALTERNATIVE FOR HOMEBOUND WORSHIP 

• Online Daily Devotions are on our Facebook page: Ascension Lutheran Church and 
School - Portland 

• Radio: KPDQ on 93.9FM Sunday mornings at 7:00am.  
 
 

https://songselect.ccli.com/about/termsofuse
http://www.ccli.com/
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BAPTISM BIRTHDAYS 
Haylee Harris    7/12   Dave Oswald   7/15 
Katie Nelson   7/17   Ginny Whitney   7/17 
BIRTHDAYS  
Danny Graham  7/14   Gregory Zahm   7/16 
WEDDING ANNIVERSARIES 
Mike and Linda Fogarty Jul 12, 1980 
Keith and Carolyn Erdmann Jul 17, 1965 
 
PRAYER NEEDS? Contact the church office with any requests at 503-665-8821 or e-mail: 
office@alcportland.org 

 
PRAYERS ARE REQUESTED FOR: 
All those suffering or infected with Covid-19, Mike Hatley, The family of Alejandra Gamboa, 
Randy Arronson, Mary Niska, Jack Webber, Larry Hart, Bill Ritchie, Colleen Ek Yah, 
Esperanza Gutierrez, Virginia Hunt, John Eilers and Family, Marty Blankenburg, Richard 
Robertson, Lewis Eilers, Wayne Rippon, Ella Murray, Rich Zahursky, Audrey Bauch, Alan 
Bauch, Leonard Murphy, Bruce Blubaum, Judy Blubaum, Ray Brown, Antonia Martinez 
(mother of Esperanza Gutierrez), Ava Wentela (Sue Wentela’s granddaughter), Carol 
Santorufo (sister of Sue Wentela), *Ordena Laxton, *Jean Smith, *Barbara Schrader, *Dale 
Porath *Home Bound. 

PRAY FOR OUR MILITARY:  
Marie Cassetty Brown, Air Force — Ramstein Air Base, Germany AFB LA (sister-in-law of 
Wanda Cassetty); 
Jaden Keup, Army – deployed (great-nephew of Karon Keup); 
Jon Porath, Air Force — Nellis Air Force Base, Las Vegas NV (son of Dale and Sherry 
Porath);  
Dakota Saunders, US Navy — Based in Cecilia Italy (godson of Carrie Graham); 
Alex Williamson, Air Force, Reserve — Washington (grandson of Rebecca Williamson); 
Michael Williamson, Air Force, Reserve — Texas (grandson of Rebecca Williamson); 
Jamie Wong-Lopez, Marines — Annapolis MD (nephew of Kevin and Merci McInaney); 
Clayton Wright Air Force – Yokota AFB Japan (grandson of Virginia Jacobs); 
Colton Wright, Navy — Assigned to USS Harry S. Truman (grandson of Virginia Jacobs);  
Tyler Young, Navy — Deployed (nephew of Randy and Karen Arronson). 

 

 

 

 

mailto:office@alcportland.org
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1440 SE 182nd Avenue, Portland, OR 97233 
Church: 503-665-8821 · Childcare Center: 503-667-6750 

Web Site: www.alcportland.org 

Church Office Hours: Monday–Friday 9am to 3pm 

Our Mission Statement: Go and Share Jesus Christ 
Our Vision Statement: Take part…Join Jesus on His mission 

The members of Ascension Lutheran Church are committed to being God’s witnesses in 
Gresham, and in all of Portland and the Northwest, and to the ends of the earth (Acts 1:8): 

With the universal Christian Church, we believe, teach and respond to the love of the Triune 
God— the Father, Creator of all that exists; the Son Jesus Christ, Who left His home in 
Heaven to become flesh and blood, to suffer and die for the sins of all peoples of the world, 
and Who rose from the grave, victorious over sin, death and the devil, that we too might live 
with Him in Heaven; and the Holy Spirit, Who creates faith in our hearts in Christ Jesus 
through God’s Word and Sacrament. The three Persons of the Holy Trinity are one God, 
co-equal and co-eternal. The core teachings of our faith from the Lutheran perspective can 
be summarized in three short phrases: Grace alone, Scripture alone, Faith alone. 
 

STAFF 
Rev. Jim Sprengle, Pastor 

pastor@alcportland.org 

Ruberto Ek Yah, Vicar 
vicar@alcportland.org 

Rev. Dan Critchett, Christian Outreach  
pastordan@alcportland.org 

Brad Hall, Worship and Music Coordinator 
worship@alcportland.org 

Michele Sprengle, Office Administrator 
office@alcportland.org 

Sonshiner Ministry 
sonshiners@alcportland.org 

Barbara Vaughn, Childhood Center 
Director 

director@alcportland.org 

Bonnie Webber, Treasurer 
Rebecca Williamson, Assistant Treasurer 

treasurer@alcportland.org 

Wanda Cassetty, Council Secretary 
council@alcportland.org 

 


