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THANKSGIVING EVE 
 

NOVEMBER 25, 2020 
 
  

WELCOME to all who are attending our service today. We are glad you are with us! To all 
guests and visitors, we especially extend our hands of friendship. May God bless the 
worship time for each one of you. Please come again!  
 
 
NURSERY AVAILABLE We have an unstaffed nursery for your convenience and privacy. 
The nursery has audio and video so you may hear and see the worship service while 
attending to your child.  
 
 
HOLY COMMUNION is celebrated at the 8:30 service on the 1st and 3rd Sundays of the 
month, and at the 11:00 service on the 2nd and 4th Sundays.  
 
 

(P = Pastor, C = Congregation, A = Reader/Assisting) 
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T PREPARATION T 
 

Theme: “Praise God From Whom All Blessings Flow” 
 

AS WE GATHER 
 

A Day of National Thanksgiving is an honored tradition in this nation. But thankfulness to 
God is something that transcends national borders and the boundaries of time. God’s 
people are always thankful people, for they know what great things He has done and 
continues to do for them. Today, we are blessed to dedicate our new Community Room 
after years of fundraising and planning. With thankful hearts and great joy, we praise God 
that He provided for the mission to “Go and Share Jesus Christ!”  
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PRELUDE “For the Beauty of the Earth” 
Music by Susan Biggs/arr. Jay Althouse 

Barbara Greco & Carlyn Staudt, duo 
 
WELCOME 
 
 
HYMN “Praise to the Lord, the Almighty” 
 

Praise to the Lord, the Almighty, the King of creation! 
O my soul, praise Him, for He is your health and salvation! 

    Let all who hear now to His temple draw near, 
Joining in glad adoration! 

 
Praise to the Lord, who o’er all things is wondrously reigning  

And, as on wings of an eagle, uplifting, sustaining. 
    Have you not seen all that is needful has been 

Sent by His gracious ordaining? 
 

Praise to the Lord! O let all that is in me adore Him! 
All that has life and breath, come now with praises before Him! 

    Let the Amen sound from His people again; 
Gladly forever adore Him! 

 
 

INVOCATION   
 

P In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 
 
 
THANKSGIVING CALL TO WORSHIP Psalm 95:1–2; 100:4–5; 147:1, 7 
 

P Oh come, let us sing to the LORD; let us make a joyful noise to the rock of our 
salvation! 

C Let us come into His presence with thanksgiving; let us make a joyful noise to 
Him with songs of praise! 

 
P Praise the LORD! For it is good to sing praises to our God; for it is pleasant, and a 

song of praise is fitting. 

C Sing to the LORD with thanksgiving; make melody to our God on the lyre! 
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P Enter His gates with thanksgiving, and His courts with praise! Give thanks to Him; 
bless His name! 

C For the LORD is good; His steadfast love endures forever, and His faithfulness 
to all generations. 

 
 
CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION 
 

P I will go to the altar of God, 

C to God my exceeding joy. 
 

P If we confess our sins, He is faithful and just to forgive us our sins and to cleanse us 
from all unrighteousness. 

C Our help is in the name of the LORD, who made heaven and earth. 
 

P Let us then confess our sins to God, our gracious Father. 

C Almighty God, Creator of all things, we confess that we are sinful. We have 
neglected our fellowship with You and have turned away from one another in 
our thinking, speaking, and doing. We have not lived lives that express our 
gratitude toward You. Have mercy on us because of Jesus our Lord, and help 
us to live with thankfulness. 

 
P God has promised forgiveness to those who repent of their sins and turn to Him for 

grace. Therefore, as a called and ordained servant of my Lord Jesus Christ, I forgive 

you all your sins in the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 
The Lord keep you steadfast in the Holy Spirit, lead you to greater faith and 
obedience, grant you a spirit of ongoing thankfulness, and finally bring you to live 
with Him forever, through Jesus Christ, our Lord. 

C Amen. 
 
 
RESPONSE “Give Thanks” 
 

Give thanks with a grateful heart, give thanks to the Holy One; 
Give thanks because He’s given Jesus Christ, His Son. 

Give thanks with a grateful heart, give thanks to the Holy One; 
Give thanks because He’s given Jesus Christ, His Son. 

 
And now, let the weak say, “I am strong.” Let the poor say, “I am rich” 

Because of what the Lord has done for us. 
And now, let the weak say, “I am strong.” Let the poor say, “I am rich” 

Because of what the Lord has done for us. 
Give thanks. Give thanks. 
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SALUTATION 

 

P  The Lord be with you. 

C And also with you. 
 
 

PRAYER OF THE DAY 
 

P Let us pray. 

Almighty God, Your mercies are new every morning, and You graciously provide for 
all our needs of body and soul. Grant us Your Holy Spirit that we may acknowledge 
Your goodness, give thanks for Your benefits, and serve You in willing obedience all 
our days; through Jesus Christ, our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy 
Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C Amen. 
 

T THE WORD T 

 
OLD TESTAMENT READING Psalm 100:1–5 (ESV) 

(God is good!) 

1 Make a joyful noise to the LORD, all the earth! 2 Serve the LORD with gladness! Come into 
His presence with singing! 3 Know that the LORD, He is God! It is He who made us, and we 
are His; we are His people, and the sheep of His pasture. 4 Enter His gates with 
thanksgiving, and His courts with praise! Give thanks to Him; bless His name! 5 For the 
LORD is good; His steadfast love endures forever, and His faithfulness to all generations. 
 

A This is the Word of the Lord. 

C  Thanks be to God. 
 
 
EPISTLE                Ephesians 2:17–22 (ESV) 

(Jesus is the cornerstone of the foundation.) 

17 And [Jesus] came and preached peace to you who were far off and peace to those who 
were near. 18 For through Him we both have access in one Spirit to the Father. 19 So then 
you are no longer strangers and aliens, but you are fellow citizens with the saints and 
members of the household of God, 20 built on the foundation of the apostles and prophets, 
Christ Jesus Himself being the cornerstone, 21 in whom the whole structure, being joined 
together, grows into a holy temple in the Lord. 22 In Him you also are being built together 
into a dwelling place for God by the Spirit. 
 

A This is the Word of the Lord. 
C Thanks be to God. 
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HOLY GOSPEL Luke 12:29–34 (ES) 

(Our faith in Jesus transcends the things of this world.) 

P The Holy Gospel according to Saint Luke, the twelfth chapter. 

C Glory to You, O Lord. 
 
29 And do not seek what you are to eat and what you are to drink, nor be worried.  30 For all 
the nations of the world seek after these things, and your Father knows that you need them. 
31 Instead, seek His kingdom, and these things will be added to you. 32 “Fear not, little flock, 
for it is your Father’s good pleasure to give you the kingdom. 33 Sell your possessions, and 
give to the needy. Provide yourselves with moneybags that do not grow old, with a treasure 
in the heavens that does not fail, where no thief approaches and no moth destroys. 34 For 
where your treasure is, there will your heart be also.” 
 

P This is the Gospel of the Lord. 
C Praise to You, O Christ. 

 
HYMN “Oh, for a Thousand Tongues to Sing” 

 
Oh, for a thousand tongues to sing 

    My great Redeemer’s praise, 
The glories of my God and King, 

    The triumphs of His grace! 
 

My gracious Master and my God, 
    Assist me to proclaim, 

To spread through all the earth abroad, 
    The honors of Thy name. 

 
Jesus! The name that charms our fears, 

    That bids our sorrows cease; 
’Tis music in the sinner’s ears, 

    ’Tis life and health and peace. 
 

To God all glory, praise, and love 
    Be now and ever giv’n 

By saints below and saints above, 
    The Church in earth and heav’n. 

 
 

SERMON  “MEMBERS IN MISSION” Ephesians 2:17–22 
Pastor Jim Sprengle 
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APOSTLES’ CREED (FIRST ARTICLE) & LUTHER’S EXPLANATION 
 
P Confessing faith and expressing thanks are completely linked together. In the Small 

Catechism, Martin Luther underscored the theme of thankfulness in his explanation 
of the First Article of the Creed, which focuses on God the Creator. Together we 
say: 

C  I believe in God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth. 
 

P What does this mean? I believe that God has made me and all creatures; that He 
has given me my body and soul, eyes, ears, and all my members, my reason and all 
my senses, and still takes care of them. 

C  For all this it is my duty to thank and praise, serve and obey Him. 
 

P He also gives me clothing and shoes, food and drink, house and home, wife and 
children, land, animals, and all I have. He richly and daily provides me with all that I 
need to support this body and life. 

C  For all this it is my duty to thank and praise, serve and obey Him. 
 
P He defends me against all danger and guards and protects me from all evil. All this 

He does only out of fatherly, divine goodness and mercy, without any merit or 
worthiness in me. 

C  For all this it is my duty to thank and praise, serve and obey Him. 
This is most certainly true. 

 

 

T BLESSING OF THE COMMUNITY ROOM T  
 

 
PRAYER OF THE CHURCH 
 

P Let us pray for the whole people of God in Christ Jesus and for all people according 
to their needs. 

Lord, on this day we thank You for Your bountiful gifts to all of us. We remember 
Your many acts of kindness to Your people through all ages. We bless You for the 
orderly progression of the seasons and thank You for the bountiful harvest of the 
fruits of the earth. Lord, in Your mercy, 

C  hear our prayer. 

 

P We thank You for the Church, asking that the message of salvation joyfully be 
proclaimed throughout all the world. Bless the work of missionaries, teachers, health 
workers, and Ascension as we share our faith in countless ways. Lord, in Your 
mercy, 

C  hear our prayer. 
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P We thank You for the world in which we live and pray for the community of nations. 
Continue to give us all things needful, and grant that we be good stewards of the 
earth. Lord, in Your mercy, 

C  hear our prayer. 
 
P We thank You for the gift of our families and everyone in them. Help us be truly 

thankful not only for the material blessings in our lives but for the people who share 
our lives with us. Grant that our homes be places of love and care and our 
neighborhoods be welcoming sanctuaries for all. Lord, in Your mercy, 

C  hear our prayer. 
 

P We thank You that Your care embraces all people as we remember those with 
special concerns and needs including the lonely, the ill, the hospitalized, those 
isolated, those who sorrow, the unemployed, and underemployed. Help us to find 
purpose and blessing in assisting those who need the care and compassion that we 
can offer them. Lord, in Your mercy, 

C  hear our prayer. 
 
P Merciful God, into Your almighty hands we commend ourselves and all for whom we 

pray. Hear our prayer for the sake of Your Son, Jesus Christ, our Lord. 

C  Amen. 
 
 

THE LORD’S PRAYER (Mt 6:9ff; Lk 11:2ff) 
 

P Taught by our Lord and trusting in His promises, we are bold to pray: 

C Our Father Who art in Heaven, hallowed be Thy name, Thy Kingdom come, 
Thy will be done on earth as it is in Heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; 
and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us; 
and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For Thine is the 
Kingdom and the power and the glory, forever and ever. Amen. 

 
 
THANKSGIVING ACCLAMATION  Psalm 145:15–16; 118:1 
 

P Oh give thanks to the LORD, for He is good;  
C  for His steadfast love endures forever.  Alleluia!  
 

P The eyes of all look to You, O Lord, and You give them their food in due season.  

C  You open Your hand and satisfy the desire of every living thing. 
 

P Oh give thanks to the LORD, for He is good; 

C  for His steadfast love endures forever.  Alleluia! 
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BENEDICTION   
 
P The blessing of almighty God—Father, T Son, and Holy Spirit—remain with you 

now and forever. 

C Amen. 
 
 
HYMN “Now Thank We All Our God” 

 
Now thank we all our God   

With heart and hands and voices, 
Who wondrous things hath done,   

In Whom His world rejoices; 
Who from our mother’s arms,  
 Hath blessed us on our way 
With countless gifts of love,  

 And still is ours today. 
 

O may this bounteous God   
Through all our life be near us, 

With ever joyful hearts   
And blessed peace to cheer us; 

And keep us in His grace,   
And guide us when perplexed, 

And free us from all ills   
In this world and the next. 

 
All praise and thanks to God,   

The Father now be given, 
The Son and Him Who reigns   
With them in highest Heaven, 

The one eternal God,   
Whom earth and Heaven adore; 

For thus it was is now,  
 And shall be evermore. 

 
 

DISMISSAL 
 

P Go in peace.  Serve the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God! 
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1440 SE 182nd Avenue, Portland, OR 97233 
Church: 503-665-8821 · Childcare Center: 503-667-6750 

Web Site: www.alcportland.org  

Church Office Hours: Monday–Friday 9am to 3pm 
 

O ur Mission S tatement: 

~ Go and Share Jesus Christ  ~  

O ur Vision S tatem ent: 

“Take  part…Join  Jesus on His mission”  

 

The members of Ascension Lutheran Church are committed to being God’s witnesses in Gresham, 
and in all of  Portland and the Northwest, and to the ends of the earth. (Acts 1:8) 
 

With the universal Christian Church, we believe, teach and respond to the love of the Triune God— 
the Father, Creator of all that exists; the Son Jesus Christ, Who left His home in Heaven to become 
f lesh and blood, to suffer and die for the sins of all peoples of the world, and Who rose f rom the 
grave, victorious over sin, death and the devil, that we too might live with Him in Heaven; and the 
Holy Spirit, Who creates faith in our hearts in Christ Jesus through God’s Word and Sacrament. 
The three Persons of the Holy Trinity are one God, co-equal and co-eternal. The core teachings 
of  our faith from the Lutheran perspective can be summarized in three short phrases: Grace alone, 
Scripture alone, Faith alone. 
 

STAFF 

Rev. Jim Sprengle, Pastor 

pastor@alcportland.org 

Ruberto Ek Yah, Vicar 
vicar@alcportland.org 

Rev. Dan Critchett, Christian Outreach 
pastordan@alcportland.org 

Brad Hall, Worship and Music Coordinator 
worship@alcportland.org 

Michele Sprengle, Office Administrator 

office@alcportland.org 

Wanda Cassetty, Council Secretary 
council@alcportland.org 

Barbara Vaughn, Childhood Center 
Director 

director@alcportland.org 

Bonnie Webber, Treasurer 
Rebecca Williamson, Assistant Treasurer 

treasurer@alcportland.org 

 


