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FIRST SUNDAY IN LENT 
 

February 21, 2021 
  

WELCOME to all who are attending our service today. We are glad you are with us! To all 
guests and visitors, we especially extend our hands of friendship. May God bless the 
worship time for each one of you. Please come again!  
 
NURSERY AVAILABLE We have an unstaffed nursery for your convenience and privacy. 
The nursery has audio and video so you may hear and see the worship service while 
attending to your child.  
 
HOLY COMMUNION is celebrated at the 8:30 service on the 1st and 3rd Sundays of the 
month, and at the 11:00 service on the 2nd and 4th Sundays.  
 

 

(P = Pastor, C = Congregation, A = Reader/Assisting) 
 
 
 

T PREPARATION T 

 
Theme: “Tempted or Tested?” 

 
AS WE GATHER 
 
Today we hear of God testing Abraham and of Satan tempting Jesus. James reminds us 
that God tempts no one. So, how can we know whether God is testing us or Satan is 
tempting us? James reminds us that “Every good gift and every perfect gift is from above, 
coming down from the Father of lights with whom there is no variation or shadow due to 
change” (James 1:17). As we go through life, striving to live out our calling as God’s people, 
we will hit obstacles and face tests to our faith and to how we live that faith. God can work 
through these tests to draw us closer to Him. On the other hand, Satan wants to lure and 
entice us away from the path God would have us walk. 
 
 
PRELUDE 

 
 

WELCOME 
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HYMN “O Lord, Throughout These Forty Days” 
 

O Lord throughout these forty days  You prayed and kept the fast; 
Inspire repentance for our sin,  And free us from our past. 

 
You strove with Satan, and You won;  Your faithfulness endured; 
Lend us Your nerve, your skill and trust  In God's eternal word. 

 
Though parched and hungry, yet You prayed  And fixed Your mind above; 

So teach us to deny ourselves  Since we have known God's love. 
 

Be with us through this season, Lord,  And all our earthly days, 
That when the final Easter dawns,  We join in Heaven's praise. 

 
 

INVOCATION   
 

P In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 
 
 
OPENING SENTENCES Mark 14:38; 1 Peter 5:8; 1 Corinthians 10:12–13 
 

P Jesus said, “Watch and pray that you may not enter into temptation. The spirit 
indeed is willing, but the flesh is weak.” 

C Be sober-minded; be watchful. Your adversary the devil prowls around like a 
roaring lion, seeking someone to devour. 

 

P Therefore let anyone who thinks that he stands take heed lest he fall. No temptation 
has overtaken you that is not common to man. 

C God is faithful, and He will not let you be tempted beyond your ability, but with 
the temptation He will also provide the way of escape, that you may be able to 
endure it. 

 
CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION Romans 6:20, 22–23, adapted; Mark 1:15 
 

P God’s Word reminds us that when we were slaves of sin, we were free in regard to 
righteousness. 

C But now that we have been set free from sin and have become slaves of God, 
the fruit we get leads to sanctification and its end, eternal life. 

 

P For the wages of sin is death, 

C but the free gift of God is eternal life in Christ Jesus our Lord. 
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P Let us confess our sins to God, who has brought us out of slavery and promises to 
lead us to the promised land of heaven. 

 
A moment for silent confession. 
 

P Heavenly Father, we know we are blessed when we remain steadfast under trial, yet 
we fall prey to the devil’s schemes and give in to temptation. We are lured and 
enticed by our own evil desires—desires that contradict your good and gracious will. 

C For Jesus’ sake, forgive us our sins and cleanse us from all unrighteousness. 
 

P As Jesus began His ministry, He said, “The time is fulfilled, and the kingdom of God 
is at hand; repent and believe in the gospel.” As you have repented of your sins, 
believe these words as if Jesus was standing here speaking them to you: I forgive 

you all your sins in the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 
 
 
SALUTATION  
 

P  The Lord be with you. 

C And also with you. 
 
 
PRAYER OF THE DAY 
 

P Let us pray. 

O Lord God, You led Your ancient people through the wilderness and brought them 
to the Promised Land. Guide the people of Your Church that following our Savior we 
may walk through the wilderness of this world toward the glory of the world to come; 
through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the 
Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C Amen. 
 
 
SHARING THE PEACE OF THE LORD 
 

P The peace of the Lord be with you all. 

C And also with you. 
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T THE WORD T 

 

OLD TESTAMENT READING                     Genesis 22:1–18 (ESV) 

(God tested Abraham.) 

1 After these things God tested Abraham and said to him, “Abraham!” And he said, “Here I 
am.” 2 He said, “Take your son, your only son Isaac, whom you love, and go to the land of 
Moriah, and offer him there as a burnt offering on one of the mountains of which I shall tell 
you.” 3 So Abraham rose early in the morning, saddled his donkey, and took two of his 
young men with him, and his son Isaac. And he cut the wood for the burnt offering and 
arose and went to the place of which God had told him. 4 On the third day Abraham lifted up 
his eyes and saw the place from afar. 5 Then Abraham said to his young men, “Stay here 
with the donkey; I and the boy will go over there and worship and come again to you.” 6 And 
Abraham took the wood of the burnt offering and laid it on Isaac his son. And he took in his 
hand the fire and the knife. So they went both of them together. 7 And Isaac said to his 
father Abraham, “My father!” And he said, “Here I am, my son.” He said, “Behold, the fire 
and the wood, but where is the lamb for a burnt offering?” 8 Abraham said, “God will provide 
for Himself the lamb for a burnt offering, my son.” So they went both of them together. 
9 When they came to the place of which God had told him, Abraham built the altar there and 
laid the wood in order and bound Isaac his son and laid him on the altar, on top of the 
wood.10 Then Abraham reached out his hand and took the knife to slaughter his son. 11 But 
the angel of the Lord called to him from heaven and said, “Abraham, Abraham!” And he 
said, “Here I am.” 12 He said, “Do not lay your hand on the boy or do anything to him, for 
now I know that you fear God, seeing you have not withheld your son, your only son, from 
Me.” 13 And Abraham lifted up his eyes and looked, and behold, behind him was a ram, 
caught in a thicket by his horns. And Abraham went and took the ram and offered it up as a 
burnt offering instead of his son. 14 So Abraham called the name of that place, “The Lord will 
provide”; as it is said to this day, “On the mount of the Lord it shall be provided.” 15 And the 
angel of the Lord called to Abraham a second time from heaven 16 and said, “By Myself I 
have sworn, declares the Lord, because you have done this and have not withheld your 
son, your only son, 17 I will surely bless you, and I will surely multiply your offspring as the 
stars of heaven and as the sand that is on the seashore. And your offspring shall possess 
the gate of his enemies, 18 and in your offspring shall all the nations of the earth be blessed, 
because you have obeyed My voice.” 

 

A This is the Word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 
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EPISTLE James 1:12–18 (ESV) 

(The path temptation treads) 

12 Blessed is the man who remains steadfast under trial, for when he has stood the test he 
will receive the crown of life, which God has promised to those who love Him. 13 Let no one 
say when he is tempted, “I am being tempted by God,” for God cannot be tempted with evil, 
and He Himself tempts no one. 14 But each person is tempted when he is lured and enticed 
by his own desire. 15 Then desire when it has conceived gives birth to sin, and sin when it is 
fully grown brings forth death. 16 Do not be deceived, my beloved brothers. 17 Every good 
gift and every perfect gift is from above, coming down from the Father of lights, with whom 
there is no variation or shadow due to change. 18 Of His own will He brought us forth by the 
word of truth, that we should be a kind of firstfruits of His creatures. 
 

A This is the Word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 
 
 
LAMBS’ LESSON                  Pr. Jim Sprengle 
 
 

HOLY GOSPEL Mark 1:9–15 (ESV) 

(Jesus, who came for all people, heals many.) 

P The Holy Gospel according to St. Mark, the first chapter. 

C Glory to You, O Lord. 

9 In those days Jesus came from Nazareth of Galilee and was baptized by John in the 
Jordan.10 And when He came up out of the water, immediately He saw the heavens being 
torn open and the Spirit descending on Him like a dove. 11 And a voice came from heaven, 
“You are My beloved Son; with You I am well pleased.” 12 The Spirit immediately drove Him 
out into the wilderness. 13 And He was in the wilderness forty days, being tempted by Satan. 
And He was with the wild animals, and the angels were ministering to Him. 
 

P This is the Gospel of the Lord. 

C Praise to You, O Christ. 
 
 
HYMN   

“O Christ, You Walked the Road” 
(tune: “Lord Jesus, Think on Me” 

 
O Christ, You walked the road.  Our wand’ring feet must go. 

You faced with us temptation’s pow’r   And fought our ancient foe. 
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No bread of earth alone   Can fill our hung’ring hearts. 
Lord, help us seek Your living Word,   The food Your grace imparts. 

 
No blinding sign we ask,   No wonder from above. 

Lord, help us place our trust alone   In Your unswerving love. 
 

When lures of easy gain   With promise brightly shine, 
Lord, help us seek Your kingdom first;   Our wills with Yours align. 

 
 
SERMON “GOD KNOWS” James 1:12–18  

Pastor Jim Sprengle 
 

 
NICENE CREED 
 
I believe in one God, the Father Almighty, Maker of Heaven and earth and of all 
things visible and invisible.  

And in one Lord Jesus Christ, the only-begotten Son of God, begotten of His Father 
before all worlds, God of God, Light of Light, very God of very God, begotten, not 
made, being of one substance with the Father, by Whom all things were made; Who 
for us and for our salvation came down from Heaven and was incarnate by the Holy 
Spirit of the virgin Mary and was made man; and was crucified also for us under 
Pontius Pilate. He suffered and was buried. And the third day He rose again 
according to the Scriptures and ascended into Heaven and sits at the right hand of 
the Father. And He will come again with glory to judge both the living and the dead, 
whose kingdom will have no end.  

And I believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord and giver of life, Who proceeds from the 
Father and the Son, Who with the Father and the Son together is worshiped and 
glorified, Who spoke by the prophets. And I believe in one holy Christian and 
apostolic church, I acknowledge one Baptism for the remission of sins, and I look for 
the resurrection of the dead and the life of the world to come. Amen. 
 

 
TITHES AND OFFERINGS 
(Our offerings are made as an act of worship, given in loving response to all that God has 
graciously given us, both materially and spiritually.) 

 
 
PRAYER OF THE CHURCH  Psalm 25:4–6 
 

P Friends in Christ, I urge you to lift up your souls to our God in whom we trust, as 
Christ, our Lord, promises to hear us. 
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Lord Jesus, You are the Lord of the Church. 

C Bless the work of our congregation and all who bear Your name. 
 

P Lord Jesus, You are our Teacher. 

C Make us to know Your ways, O LORD; teach us Your paths. Lead us in Your 
truth and teach us, for You are the God of our salvation; for You we wait all 
the day long. 

 

P Lord Jesus, You are the God of our salvation. 

C Guide us, Lord, in living lives that bear witness to Your truth. Lead us to 
connect with those who are wandering or who do not know You. 

 

P Lord Jesus, You are the Great Physician. 

C Bind up the brokenhearted, give sight to the blind, make the lame to walk and 
the deaf to hear. 

 

P Lord, remember Your mercy especially on those who are struggling in body, mind, 
and spirit and ask You to heal them.  We especially pray for...In Your mercy Lord,  

C hear our prayer. 
 

P Lord, You have remembered all of us by providing for all our needs. We especially 
want to thank You for those who are celebrating milestones this week...Lord, in Your 
mercy, 

C hear our prayer.  
 

P Into Your hands, Lord Jesus, we commend all for whom we pray, trusting in Your 
great mercy to hear and answer us. 

C Amen. 
 
 
THE LORD’S PRAYER 
 

P Taught by our Lord and trusting in His promises, we are bold to pray: 

C  Our Father, Who art in Heaven, hallowed be Thy name, Thy Kingdom come, 
Thy will be done on earth as it is in Heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; 
and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us; 
and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For Thine is the 
Kingdom and the power and the glory, forever and ever.   Amen. 

 
 
BENEDICTION Numbers 6:24–26 
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P The Lord bless you and keep you. 
The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you. 

The Lord look upon you with favor and T give you peace. 

C Amen. 
 

 
ANNOUNCEMENTS 
(Please read the FYI in your bulletin for additional announcements and information.) 
 
 
HYMN “Lord, Keep Us Steadfast in Your Word” 

 
Lord, keep us steadfast in Your Word; 

Curb those who by deceit or sword 
Would wrest the kingdom from Your Son 

And bring to naught all He has done. 
 

Lord Jesus Christ, Your pow’r make known, 
For You are Lord of lords alone; 

Defend Your holy Church that we 
May sing Your praise eternally. 

 
 

DISMISSAL 
 

P Go in peace. Serve the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God! 
 
 

ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS 
Scripture taken from The Holy Bible, English Standard Version ®, Copyright © 2001 by Crossway Bibles, a division of Good 
News Publishers. Capitalization of pronouns referring to the Deity has been added and is not part of the original English 
Standard Version text. 

Creative Worship for the Lutheran Parish, Series B, Quarter 2. Copyright © 2020 Concordia Publishing House.  All rights 
reserved. Used by permission. 

Unless otherwise noted, all hymns printed in this service are in the Public Domain.  Hymns, songs, and other music in this 
service that are copyrighted are internet streamed with permission under CCLI License #759893,  OneLicense #A-729093 or 
LSB License #100030507 

“O Lord, throughout These Forty Days” text  © 1978 Lutheran Book of Worship tune Public Domain Claudia F. Hernaman | 
Gilbert E. Doan 
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ANNOUNCEMENTS February 21, 2021  

† MILESTONES 

BAPTISM BIRTHDAYS  
Alma Bangs   2/22   Bruce Blubaum  2/24 
Gabriel Woods  2/24 

BIRTHDAYS  
Angel Mukul Aguilar  2/23   Evan Kreps   2/24 

WEDDING ANNIVERSARIES  - None 

† ATTENDING SATURDAY SERVICE  

Services will be recorded at 2:00pm. The official rule for religious services is maximum 25 
people, including pastors and assistants, 6-foot distancing and masks are required. After 
the service is recorded, a brief communion service will be held for those in attendance.  
Reservations: Contact office and speak to Michele.  
Reservations for coming Saturday only (no multiple weeks)  
If full that week, names go on next week’s list  
The procedure for coming is as follows:  
1. Do not have ANY illnesses or symptoms.  
2. Arrive prior to 2:00pm as the service is taped and disturbances after beginning are not 
good  
3. Wear a mask when entering  
4. Use hand sanitizer on the table and sign in on the sheet there  
5. Social distance of 6 feet at all times  
6. Enter the building through the Narthex Entrance  
7. To enter the sanctuary, use the door at the hallway not the main sanctuary doors as they 
are blocked off due to filming.  
8. No dwelling after church in the narthex. Please take conversations outside.  
 
† ALTERNATIVES FOR HOMEBOUND WORSHIP  

• • Online Daily Devotions are on our Facebook page: Ascension Lutheran Church 
and School - Portland  

• • Radio: KPDQ on 93.9FM Sunday mornings at 7:00am.  

• • alcportland.org for Bible Studies and Worship Services  
 
† ASCENSION HELP LINE – 971-715-1416  
 
PRAYER NEEDS?  
Contact the church office with any requests at 503-665-8821 or e-mail: 
office@alcportland.org  
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PRAYERS ARE REQUESTED FOR:  
The Family of Jack Webber, Carolyn Erdmann, Elly Brown, Mike Hatley, The family of 
Alejandra Gamboa, The Family of Randy Arronson, Mary Niska, Larry Hart, Bill Ritchie, 
Colleen Ek Yah, Esperanza Gutierrez, Brian Laxton, Virginia Hunt, John Eilers and Family, 
Marty Blankenburg, Richard Robertson, Lewis Eilers, The Family of Ordena Laxton, The 
Family of Wayne Rippon, Rich Zahursky, Audrey Bauch, Alan Bauch, Leonard Murphy, 
Bruce Blubaum, Judy Blubaum, Ray Brown, Antonia Martinez (mother of Esperanza 
Gutierrez), Michele Sprengle  
Ava Wentela (Sue Wentela’s granddaughter), Carol Santorufo (sister of Sue Wentela), 
*Barbara Schrader, *Dale Porath, All those suffering or infected with Covid-19.  
*Home Bound.  
 
PRAY FOR OUR MILITARY:  
Marie Cassetty Brown, Air Force — Ramstein Air Base, Germany AFB LA (sister-in-law of 
Wanda Cassetty);  
Jaden Keup, Army – deployed (great-nephew of Karon Keup);  
Jon Porath, Air Force — Nellis Air Force Base, Las Vegas NV (son of Dale and Sherry 
Porath);  
Dakota Saunders, US Navy — Based in Cecilia Italy (godson of Carrie Graham);  
Alex Williamson, Air Force, Reserve — Washington (grandson of Rebecca Williamson);  
Michael Williamson, Air Force, Reserve — Texas (grandson of Rebecca Williamson);  
Jamie Wong-Lopez, Marines — Annapolis MD (nephew of Kevin and Merci McInaney);  
Clayton Wright, Air Force – Yokota AFB Japan (grandson of Virginia Jacobs);  
Colton Wright, Navy — Assigned to USS Harry S. Truman (grandson of Virginia Jacobs);  
Tyler Young, Navy — Deployed (nephew of Karen Arronson).  
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1440 SE 182nd Avenue, Portland, OR 97233 
Church: 503-665-8821 · Childcare Center: 503-667-6750  

Web Site: www.alcportland.org  

Church Office Hours: Monday–Friday 9am to 3pm 
 

Our Mission Statement: 

~ Go and Share Jesus Christ ~  

Our Vision Statement: 

“Take part…Join Jesus on His mission” 

 

The members of Ascension Lutheran Church are committed to being God’s witnesses in Gresham, 
and in all of Portland and the Northwest, and to the ends of the earth (Acts 1:8) by: 
 

With the universal Christian Church, we believe, teach and respond to the love of the Triune God— 
the Father, Creator of all that exists; the Son Jesus Christ, Who left His home in Heaven to become 
flesh and blood, to suffer and die for the sins of all peoples of the world, and Who rose from the 
grave, victorious over sin, death and the devil, that we too might live with Him in Heaven; and the 
Holy Spirit, Who creates faith in our hearts in Christ Jesus through God’s Word and Sacrament. 
The three Persons of the Holy Trinity are one God, co-equal and co-eternal. The core teachings 
of our faith from the Lutheran perspective can be summarized in three short phrases: Grace alone, 
Scripture alone, Faith alone. 
 

STAFF 

Rev. Jim Sprengle, Pastor 
pastor@alcportland.org 

Ruberto Ek Yah, Vicar 
vicar@alcportland.org 

Rev. Dan Critchett, Christian Outreach  
pastordan@alcportland.org 

Brad Hall, Worship and Music Coordinator 
worship@alcportland.org 

Michele Sprengle, Office Administrator 
office@alcportland.org 

Wanda Cassetty, Council Secretary 
council@alcportland.org 

Barbara Vaughn, Childhood Center 
Director 

director@alcportland.org 

Bonnie Webber, Treasurer 
Rebecca Williamson, Assistant Treasurer 

treasurer@alcportland.org 

 

 


