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Lenten Midweek 4 
 

MARCH 10, 2021 
 

WELCOME to all who are attending our service today. We are glad you are with us! To all 
guests and visitors, we especially extend our hands of friendship. May God bless the 
worship time for each one of you. Please come again!  
 
HOLY COMMUNION is celebrated at the 8:30 service on the 1st and 3rd Sundays of the 
month, and at the 11:00 service on the 2nd and 4th Sundays.  
 

(P = Pastor, C = Congregation, A = Reader/Assisting) 
 

 
 

T PREPARATION T 
 

THEME: “Four Significant Days” 
Significant Teaching: Tuesday of Holy Week 

 
AS WE GATHER 
 
As we journey through this Lenten season and the days of Holy Week, we find Jesus 
teaching His disciples and the crowds. He warns them about the scribes and Pharisees, 
religious leaders of the time. Jesus says these leaders are hypocritical. They do not 
practice what they preach. They burden others with the heaviest forms of the law but refuse 
to do anything they command their hearers to do. Consider how different Jesus is from 
these leaders. When Jesus instructs us to love others, He shows us how, most especially in 
His willingness to go to the cross and die for us and our salvation. 
 
 
WELCOME 
 
 
SONG “Amazing Love” 

 
My Lord, what love is this that pays so dearly; 

That I, the guilty one may go free. 
 

(Chorus) 
Amazing love, O what sacrifice, The Son of God, given for me; 

My debt He pays and my death He dies, That I might live, that I might live. 
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And so they watched Him die, despised, rejected; 
But, O the blood He shed flowed for me. (chorus) 

 
And now this love of Christ shall flow like rivers; 
Come wash your guilt away, live again.  (chorus) 

 

INVOCATION 
 

P In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 
 
OPENING SENTENCES 
 

P As we turn our eyes to Holy Week, we hear Jesus teaching about humility. 

C He warns against the hypocrisy of the scribes and Pharisees. 

 
P They put heavy burdens on others but refuse to carry those burdens themselves. 

C They enjoy being noticed, exalted, and honored but refuse servanthood. 

 
P Jesus calls us to humbleness. 

C Jesus calls us to serve. 

 
P Lord, grant that we repent of our hypocrisy 

C and pick up our cross and follow Jesus. 
 
A PERSONAL PRAYER FOR HUMILITY 
 

P  O Jesus, meek and humble of heart,  

C  Hear me. 

 

P  From the desire of being esteemed, 

C  Deliver me, Lord. 

 

P  From the desire of being honored ... 

C  From the desire of being praised ... 

 

P  From the desire of being preferred to others... 

C  From the desire of being consulted ... 

 

P  From the desire of being approved ... 

C  From the fear of being humiliated ... 
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P  From the fear of being despised... 

C  From the fear of suffering rebukes ... 

 

P  From the fear of being slandered ... 

C  From the fear of being forgotten ... 

 

P  From the fear of being ridiculed ... 

C  From the fear of being wronged ... 

 

P  From the fear of others being esteemed more than I ... 

C  That others may increase and I may decrease ... 

 

P  From the fear of others being chosen and I set aside ... 

C  That others may be praised and I unnoticed ... 

 

P  That others may be preferred to me in everything... 

C Lord Jesus, that in all things You would grant me Your spirit of humility that I 
may reflect You in my life and bring honor and glory to You.  In Your name I 
pray, Amen.  

 

T WORD T 

 
READING Zephaniah 2:1–3 (ESV) 

(The day of the Lord’s anger is coming, but the humble  
seek the Lord and do His commands.) 

1 Gather together, yes, gather, O shameless nation, 2 before the decree takes effect —
before the day passes away like chaff—before there comes upon you the burning anger of 
the Lord, before there comes upon you the day of the anger of the LORD. 3 Seek the LORD, 
all you humble of the land, who do His just commands; seek righteousness; seek humility; 
perhaps you may be hidden on the day of the anger of the LORD. 
 

A O Lord, have mercy on us. 

C Thanks be to God. 
 

READING  Philippians 2:1–11 (ESV) 

(Following the example of humility set by Christ) 

1 So if there is any encouragement in Christ, any comfort from love, any participation in the 
Spirit, any affection and sympathy, 2 complete my joy by being of the same mind, having the 
same love, being in full accord and of one mind. 3 Do nothing from selfish ambition or 
conceit, but in humility count others more significant than yourselves. 4 Let each of you look 
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not only to his own interests, but also to the interests of others. 5 Have this mind among 
yourselves, which is yours in Christ Jesus, 6 who, though He was in the form of God, did not 
count equality with God a thing to be grasped, 7 but emptied Himself, by taking the form of a 
servant, being born in the likeness of men.8 And being found in human form, He humbled 
Himself by becoming obedient to the point of death, even death on a cross. 9 Therefore God 
has highly exalted Him and bestowed on Him the name that is above every name, 10 so that 
at the name of Jesus every knee should bow, in heaven and on earth and under the earth, 
11 and every tongue confess that Jesus Christ is Lord, to the glory of God the Father. 
 

A O Lord, have mercy on us. 

C Thanks be to God. 
 
READING Matthew 23:1–12 (ESV) 
 

(Jesus warns about the hypocrisy of the scribes and Pharisees.) 

1 Then Jesus said to the crowds and to His disciples, 2 “The scribes and the Pharisees sit on 
Moses’ seat, 3 so do and observe whatever they tell you, but not the works they do. For they 
preach, but do not practice. 4 They tie up heavy burdens, hard to bear, and lay them on 
people’s shoulders, but they themselves are not willing to move them with their finger. 
5 They do all their deeds to be seen by others. For they make their phylacteries broad and 
their fringes long, 6 and they love the place of honor at feasts and the best seats in the 
synagogues 7 and greetings in the marketplaces and being called rabbi by others. 8 But you 
are not to be called rabbi, for you have one Teacher, and you are all brothers. 9 And call no 
man your father on earth, for you have one Father, who is in heaven. 10 Neither be called 
instructors, for you have one Instructor, the Christ. 11 The greatest among you shall be your 
servant. 12 Whoever exalts himself will be humbled, and whoever humbles himself will be 
exalted. 
 

P O Lord, have mercy on us. 

C Thanks be to God. 

 
HYMN “Lord, Whose Love Through Humble Service” 

(tune:  Praise the One Who Breaks the Darkness) 
 

Lord, whose love in humble service Bore the weight of human need, 
Who upon the cross, forsaken, Offered mercy’s perfect deed: 

We, your servants, bring the worship Not of voice alone, but heart, 
 Consecrating to your purpose Ev’ry gift that you impart. 

 

As we worship, grant us vision, Till your love’s revealing light 
In its height and depth and greatness Dawns upon our human sight, 

Making known the needs and burdens Your compassion bids us bear, 
Stirring us to faithful service, Your abundant life to share. 
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Called from worship into service, Forth in your great name we go 
To the child, the youth, the aged, Love in living deeds to show. 

Hope and health, goodwill and comfort, Counsel, aid, and peace we give 
That your children, Lord, in freedom, May your mercy know, and live. 

 
SERMON “A HUMBLE LIFE” Matthew 23:1–12 

Pastor Jim Sprengle 
 
RESPONSE “Make Me A Servant” 

 
Make me a servant, Humble and meek.  
Lord, let me lift up Those who are weak; 

And may the pray'r Of my heart always be. 
Make me a servant. Make me a servant. Make me a servant today. 

 
(repeat) 

 
COLLECTS 
 

P O Lord, hear my prayer. 
C And let my cry come to You. 
 

P Almighty and everlasting God, grant us by Your grace so to pass through this holy 
time of our Lord’s passion that we may obtain the forgiveness of our sins; Lord, in 
Your mercy, 

C Hear our prayer. 

 
P Lord Jesus Christ, You warned us about the danger of hypocritical religious leaders 

and the necessity of humility. Help us to follow Your example of humble obedience 
that we may be servants for all our days, Lord, in Your mercy, 

C Hear our prayer. 

 

P (Other petitions)…Lord, in Your mercy, 

C Hear our prayer. 
 

P O God, from whom come all holy desires, all good counsels, and all just works, give 
to us, Your servants, that peace which the world cannot give, that our hearts may be 
set to obey Your commandments and also that we, being defended from the fear of 
our enemies, may live in peace and quietness; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our 
Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C Amen. 
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LORD’S PRAYER 

 

P Lord, remember us in Your kingdom, and teach us to pray: 

C Our Father, Who art in Heaven, hallowed be Thy name, Thy Kingdom come, 
Thy will be done on earth as it is in Heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; 
and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us; 
and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For Thine is the 
Kingdom and the power and the glory, forever and ever. Amen. 

 
 
BENEDICAMUS 
 

P Let us bless the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 
 
 
BENEDICTION  
 

P The grace of our Lord T Jesus Christ and the love of God and the communion of 
the Holy Spirit be with you all. 

C Amen. 
 
 
HYMN “What Wondrous Love Is This” 

 
What wondrous love is this, O my soul, O my soul, 

What wondrous love is this, O my soul? 
What wondrous love is this, That caused the Lord of bliss 

To bear the dreadful curse for my soul, for my soul, 
To bear the dreadful curse for my soul? 

 
When I was sinking down, Sinking down, sinking down, 

When I was sinking down, sinking down; 
When I was sinking down Beneath God's righteous frown, 

Christ laid aside His crown for my soul, for my soul, 
Christ laid aside His crown for my soul. 

 
To God and to the Lamb I will sing, I will sing, 

To God and to the Lamb, I will sing; 
To God and to the Lamb, Who is the Great I Am, 

While millions join the theme, I will sing, I will sing. 
While millions join the theme, I will sing. 
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And when from death I'm free, I'll sing on, I'll sing on; 
And when from death I'm free, I'll sing on; 

And when from death I'm free, I'll sing and joyful be, 
And thro' eternity I'll sing on, I'll sing on. 

And thro' eternity I'll sing on. 
 
DISMISSAL 
 

P  Lord, may Your great love for us move us to serve and love humbly in Your name 
 as we go forth from this place.  

C Amen. 
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1440 SE 182nd Avenue, Portland, OR 97233 
Church: 503-665-8821 · Childcare Center: 503-667-6750  

Web Site: www.alcportland.org  

Church Office Hours: Monday–Friday 9am to 3pm 
 

Our Mission Statement: 
~ Go and Share Jesus Christ ~  

Our Vision Statement: 
“Take part…Join Jesus on His mission” 


