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“The Produce of God” – Pr Jim Sprengle, October 3, 2020 
 

I. Matthew 21:43 – 43 Therefore I tell you, the kingdom of God will be taken 
away from you and given to a people producing its fruits. 

II. America is a unique country in many ways… 
a. From one coast to the other, our agriculture is amazing 

i. If you think of Florida, many of you would think oranges 
ii. If I talk about Washington – many would say apples 
iii. California – avocados? (is that fruit? Technically yes)  
iv. How about Georgia? Peaches 
v. Oregon – pears  
vi. I looked up the state fruit of my home state Colorado, and the first 

thing that showed in Google was cranberries… I have to think that 
they mixed up Colorado with Connecticut or something…  

b. The point is, we can often identify a state by the fruit it is best known for… 
the kind of fruit the people of that state produce 

c. In the same way, Christians who believe in Jesus Christ as their Savior, 
also produce fruit… it’s called kingdom fruit in our reading today.  

i. If you identify as a Christian, as a child of God, you will naturally 
produce kingdom fruit. 

ii. God has some very strong words for His people today – not only in 
the Old Testament reading, but also the parable that Jesus tells 

III. Remember the context of this reading… 
a. The Pharisees are after Jesus and they are questioning His authority 

i. They ask Him who gave Him the authority to teach and heal 
ii. So Jesus says He will tell them the answer if they answer His 

question first… John the Baptist – was he from God or from men? 
1. They huddle up and say, if we say from God then Jesus will ask 

us why we didn’t believe John when he was calling people to 
repentance… if we say John is just from men, then the crowd 
might attack us because they think he was a prophet!  

2. They tell Jesus they just don’t know the answer… so the 
response Jesus gives includes this parable of the wicked 
tenants today. 

b. When you read our Old Testament reading in Isaiah, it has many 
similarities to this parable –  

i. You see, God does all the work to get things set up and all He gets 
are wild, sour grapes… 

c. So working on the vineyard theme, Jesus tells a story about these terrible 
people who were given watch over a vineyard. 

i. They are so greedy and selfish that they beat up, kill and reject the 
owner’s servants who are sent to collect the fruit that was produced 
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ii. Then the owner sends his very own son… and they kill him in order to 
steal the vineyard from him 

1. This makes no sense to us because the transfer of the property 
wouldn’t take place just because they killed the son – but Jesus 
is making a direct point that His parable is about the Pharisees 
and religious leadership who are listening  

iii. Jesus’ then says, “Therefore I tell you, the kingdom of God will be 
taken away from you and given to a people producing its fruits,” 
(Matthew 21:43) 

d. The main point comes down to faith – if you reject God and have no faith 
then kingdom will be taken from you… and given to people who do have 
faith. 

IV. Faith is God’s produce. 
a. Only God gets the credit for faith – because we could never trust in Him, 

never believe that Jesus is our Savior, without God coming to us first.  
b. Every human is dead in their trespasses and sin (from conception! Psalm 

51:5), but by grace through faith we are saved as a gift from God 
(Ephesians 2:1; 8) 

c. God’s grace comes to us in miraculous… yet very simple ways… His 
Word… some water… some bread and wine.  

i. The Holy Spirit came to us in our baptismal waters – through the 
Word – and to God be the glory that He brought us to faith!  

ii. So through this miracle everything is set and ready to go… You could 
say that the master … planted the vineyard and put a fence around it 
and dug a winepress in it and built a tower (v 33)… God did it all. 

d. The gift of faith only comes as the Holy Spirit works in the Word – which 
means that the Word of God must go out. 

e. You see faith is God’s produce… Faith is what brings us into the kingdom 
of God as His very own children…  

f. So God’s produce is faith… Do you know what kingdom people produce?  
i. Kingdom people produce kingdom fruits 

V. Let’s do some fruit inspection. 
a. First of all, God produced faith…. Now what? 
b. What exactly is “kingdom fruit” that comes out of this gift of God? 

i. Paul says in Romans, “you…belong…to Him who has been raised 
from the dead, in order that we may bear fruit for God (Romans 7:4) 

ii. Jesus says, “I am the vine; you are the branches. Whoever abides in 
me and I in him, he it is that bears much fruit … I chose you and 
appointed you that you should go and bear fruit” (John 15:5; 16) 

iii. Paul also says, “walk in a manner worthy of the Lord, fully pleasing to 
Him: bearing fruit in every good work,” (Colossians 1:10) 
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iv. John the Baptist says – “Bear fruit in keeping with repentance.” 
(Matthew 3:8) 

v. Paul also says that he wants us to be “filled with the fruit of 
righteousness that comes through Jesus Christ,” (Philippians 1:11) 

vi. Finally, Paul tells us in Galatians, “the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, 
peace, patience, kindness, goodness, faithfulness, gentleness, self-
control,” (Galatians 5:22-23) 

c. So, we can say that the kingdom fruit comes through the vine of Jesus and 
our connection with Him (John 15) 

i. And… our connection with Jesus is the Word of God and His 
Sacraments – along with the community of faith 

d. From that care and feeding, we can see kingdom fruit… things like:  
i. Repentance, righteousness, obedience to God’s law, good works and 

making disciples 
ii. In other words, we will love God and love our neighbor… we will love 

our neighbor so much that we share Jesus with them. 
iii. Remember, when Jesus said to go and make disciples, (Matthew 

28:19) He was not the great suggestion – it was a mandate. 
VI. Lutheran Women in Mission (LWML) work to bear kingdom fruit… 

a. As much as God has given the gift of faith to these women, He has also 
empowered them to take seriously the Great Commission – to make 
disciples of all nations.  

i. We will soon say together the LWML pledge that summarizes the 
kingdom fruit these ladies produce – and it all centers around Jesus 

b. Just consider our own Servant Event and Soccer Clinic – the 1000’s of 
bibles handed out, the 1000’s of children who heard the Word of God, and 
the 100’s if not 1000’s of servants who are changed by serving Christ 

i. The little mite boxes that collect loose coins come together from all 
over our district and fund mission like our servant event and soccer 
clinic… like a medical bus to Guatemala… and Luth. Latino Ministry 

ii. Literally millions of dollars go into mission every year on a national 
level by the work of the LWML – not to mention the upbuilding and 
connection that these women have for each other. 

1. Individually, members of the LWML strive for a better 
connection with Jesus and to live a Great Commission life as 
they bear kingdom fruit 

c. As God’s produce of faith changed the hearts and minds of these women, it 
has made a great impact in world of death and sorrow and hopelessness –  

i. they have helped to share the only thing that really matters…faith in 
Jesus 

d. In conclusion I leave you with a question to ponder – and it goes back to 
the kinds of fruits we associate with certain states in our country…  
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i. What kind of fruit do people without the kingdom, without faith in 
Jesus, associate with Christians? 

ii. Repentance, righteousness, good works, making disciples? The fruit 
of the Spirit? 

e. May God bless the kingdom fruit of the LWML… and all of us as we live out 
God’s produce… our faith. Amen.  


