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TWENTIETH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST 
 

OCTOBER 18, 2020 
 

Welcome to all who are attending our service today. We are glad you are with us! To all 
guests and visitors, we especially extend our hands of friendship. May God bless the 
worship time for each one of you. Please come again!  
 
NURSERY AVAILABLE We have an unstaffed nursery for your convenience and privacy. 
The nursery has audio and video so you may hear and see the worship service while 
attending to your child.  
 
HOLY COMMUNION is celebrated at the 8:30 service on the 1st and 3rd Sundays of the 
month, and at the 11:00 service on the 2nd and 4th Sundays.  
 

P = Pastor, C = Congregation, A = Reader/Assisting) 
 
 
 

 
 

T PREPARATION T 
 

Theme: “Faithful Confession and Conviction” 
 

AS WE GATHER 

As the Lord speaks to us in His Word, He calls the righteous to live by faith and always 
gives reason why His people can do so through His continual presence, power, and 
providence. The Readings today urge us, in various ways, to live by faith in our confession 
and conviction. In the Epistle, Paul assures the Thessalonians, “He has chosen you, 
because our gospel came to you not only in word, but also in power and in the Holy Spirit 
and with full conviction.” Finally, in today’s Gospel, Christ urges us to live by faith and as 
stewards of all He has provided, to “render…to God the things that are God’s.” Moved by 
His Spirit out of gratefulness for the salvation earned for us by Christ Jesus, we then give 
God our willing obedience, dedicated service, and the glory due His name as we in 
confession and conviction live by faith in and through Him. 
 
PRELUDE  “Speak, O Lord”  

Words by Keith Getty and Stuart Townend Arranged by Lloyd Larson 
Carlyn Staudt and Brad Hall, Duo 

 
WELCOME 
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HYMN  “All People That On Earth Do Dwell” 
 

All people that on earth do dwell, sing to the Lord with cheerful voice, 
Him serve with fear, His praise forth tell. Come ye before Him and rejoice, 

 
The Lord, ye know, is God indeed; without our aid He did us make. 

We are His flock, He doth us feed, and for His sheep He doth us take. 
 

O enter then His gates with praise; approach with joy His courts unto 
Praise, laud, and bless His name always, for it is seemly so to do. 

 
Praise God from Whom all blessings flow, praise Him all creatures here below; 

Praise Him above, ye Heav’nly host; praise Father, Son and Holy Ghost! 

 
INVOCATION   

 

P In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 

 
OPENING SENTENCES Psalm 96:1–9 
 

P Oh sing to the LORD a new song; sing to the LORD, all the earth! 

C Sing to the LORD, bless His name; tell of His salvation from day to day. 
 

P Declare His glory among the nations, His marvelous works among all the peoples! 

C For great is the LORD, and greatly to be praised; He is to be feared above all 
gods. Worship the LORD in the splendor of holiness. 

 

P For all the gods of the peoples are worthless idols, but the LORD made the heavens. 

C Splendor and majesty are before Him; strength and beauty are in His 
sanctuary. 

 

P Ascribe to the LORD, O families of the peoples, ascribe to the LORD glory and 
strength! 

C Ascribe to the LORD the glory due His name; bring an offering, and come into 
His courts! Worship the LORD in the splendor of holiness. 

 
CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION  Psalm 51:1–3 
 

P Have mercy on me, O God, according to Your steadfast love; 

C according to Your abundant mercy blot out my transgressions. 
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P Wash me thoroughly from my iniquity, and cleanse me from my sin! 

C For I know my transgressions, and my sin is ever before me. 
 

P Let us come and bow before the Lord to confess our sins:  

C  O Lord, we have bowed down to other gods of this world and gods of our own 
choosing.  We confess we have trusted in ourselves and others rather than in 
You.  We have failed to rely on You in all times. We have sinned against You in 
thought, word, and deed, and against others in what we have done and left 
undone. We have not loved You with our whole heart and have not loved our 
neighbors as ourselves. We confess we have trusted in ourselves and others 
rather than in You. 

 

P Brothers and sisters in Christ Jesus, God is a merciful and loving Father, of whom 
“there is no other, besides Him there is no God.” He has chosen you in the Gospel, 
which has come not only in word but with full conviction in power and in the Holy 
Spirit. Jesus died on the cross to redeem You. Through Him, in His stead, as a 
called and ordained servant of the Word, I forgive you all your sins in the name of 

the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 
 

T WORD T 
SALUTATION  
 

P The Lord be with you. 

C And also with you. 

 
PRAYER OF THE DAY 
 

P Let us pray. 

O God, as there is no other like You, help us to give to You the things that are 
Yours, that we serve only You. Govern all things in this world so Your Church will 
serve You with conviction in confidence and peace, and that faith, hope, and love be 
known and shown in our earthly journeys as Your kingdom comes; through Jesus 
Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one 
God, now and forever. 

C Amen. 

 
SHARING THE PEACE OF THE LORD 
 

P The peace of the Lord be with you all. 

C And also with you. 
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T THE WORD T 
 
EPISTLE  1 Thessalonians 1:1–10 (ESV) 

(The Thessalonians’ faith and example) 

1 Paul, Silvanus, and Timothy, to the church of the Thessalonians in God the Father and the 
Lord Jesus Christ: Grace to you and peace. 2 We give thanks to God always for all of you, 
constantly mentioning you in our prayers,3 remembering before our God and Father your 
work of faith and labor of love and steadfastness of hope in our Lord Jesus Christ. 4 For we 
know, brothers loved by God, that He has chosen you, 5 because our gospel came to you 
not only in word, but also in power and in the Holy Spirit and with full conviction. You know 
what kind of men we proved to be among you for your sake. 6 And you became imitators of 
us and of the Lord, for you received the word in much affliction, with the joy of the Holy 
Spirit, 7 so that you became an example to all the believers in Macedonia and in Achaia. 
8 For not only has the word of the Lord sounded forth from you in Macedonia and Achaia, 
but your faith in God has gone forth everywhere, so that we need not say anything. 9 For 
they themselves report concerning us the kind of reception we had among you, and how 
you turned to God from idols to serve the living and true God, 10 and to wait for His Son from 
heaven, whom He raised from the dead, Jesus who delivers us from the wrath to come. 
 

A This is the Word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 

 
LAMBS’ LESSON  Pastor Jim Sprengle 

 
HOLY GOSPEL Matthew 22:15–22 (ESV) 

(Jesus tested by the Pharisees about paying taxes to Caesar) 

P The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew, the twenty second chapter. 

C Glory to You, O Lord. 

15 Then the Pharisees went and plotted how to entangle Him in His words. 16 And they sent 
their disciples to Him, along with the Herodians, saying, “Teacher, we know that You are 
true and teach the way of God truthfully, and You do not care about anyone's opinion, for 
You are not swayed by appearances.  17 Tell us, then, what you think. Is it lawful to pay 
taxes to Caesar, or not?” 18 But Jesus, aware of their malice, said, “Why put Me to the test, 
you hypocrites? 19 Show Me the coin for the tax.” And they brought Him a denarius.  20 And 
Jesus said to them, “Whose likeness and inscription is this?” 21 They said, “Caesar's.” Then 
He said to them, “Therefore render to Caesar the things that are Caesar's, and to God the 
things that are God's.” 22 When they heard it, they marveled. And they left Him and went 
away. 
 

P This is the Gospel of the Lord. 

C Praise to You, O Christ. 
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HYMN  
“Come, Follow Me,” Said Christ, the Lord 

 
“Come, follow Me,” said Christ, the Lord. “All in My way abiding; 

Your selfishness throw overboard, obey My call and guiding. 
Oh, bear your crosses, and confide in My example as your guide.” 

 
“I am the light; I light the way, a godly life displaying; 

I help you walk as in the day; I keep your feet from straying. 
I am the way, and well I show how you should journey here below.” 

 
Then let us follow Christ, our Lord, and take the cross appointed 

And, firmly clinging to His word, in suff’ring be undaunted. 
For those who bear the battle’s strain the crown of Heav’nly life obtain. 

 
I’ll follow you, my Shepherd, King, and go where’re you lead me. 

I know I’m safe beneath Your wing, although the future I can’t see. 
Oh, guide me with your holy Word, help me live out the Truth I’ve heard. 

 
 
SERMON “THE POWER OF A ‘SHOW AND TELL’ FAITH” Pastor Dan Critchett 
6And you became imitators of us and of the Lord, for you received the word in much affliction, with the joy of the Holy Spirit , 7 so 

that you became an example to all the believers in Macedonia and in Achaia.  -7 

 
 
SONG “SPIRIT OF THE LIVING GOD” 
 

Spirit of the living God, Fall afresh on me. 
Spirit of the living God, Fall afresh on me. 

Melt me, mold me, Fill me, use me. 
Spirit of the living God, Fall afresh on me. 

 
Spirit of the living God, Guide my life today. 

Spirit of the living God, Hear me while I pray. 
Reach me, teach me, Feed me, lead me. 

Spirit of the living God, Guide my life today. 
 

Spirit of the living God, Fill me with your love. 
Spirit of the living God, Flow from heav’n above. 

To honor You in all I do, To bless those around me too. 
Spirit of the living God, Fill me with your love. 
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STATEMENT OF FAITH 
 

C  I believe in the Triune God of the Bible.   

God the Father, who created me to love and serve Him; 
God the Son, who gave His life that I could be reconciled to my Creator; 
God the Holy Spirit, who gives me faith to receive the gift of eternal salvation, and to 
trust and obey Him in this earthly life. 

The Bible says there is a day coming when everything on earth will come to a halt. 
All humans will stand before Almighty God and will be judged for eternity. Some will 
be ushered into the mansions of heaven and will enjoy God’s glorious presence 
forever.  The others will be cast away from His presence, and will be separated from 
Him eternally. 

My only hope is in the finished work of Jesus on the cross and through the empty 
tomb.  I trust the promise of Jesus when He said, “I go to prepare a place for you, 
and I will come and receive you to Myself, so that where I am, there you may be 
also”. 

I desire to grow in that trust, and I dedicate my life to loving and serving Him all of 
my days. 

 
PRAYER FOR TITHES AND OFFERINGS 
(Our offerings are made as an act of worship, given in loving response to all that God has 
graciously given us, both materially and spiritually.) 

 
PRAYER OF THE CHURCH 
 

P Let us pray for the whole people of God in Christ Jesus and for all people according 
to their needs. 

We offer to You, Lord, the sacrifice of our prayer and praise. You have blessed us 
with the gift of life in Your Son, Jesus Christ. You provide for all our needs, even 
when we are unaware. Accept our humble thanksgiving, and empower us to 
demonstrate our thanks in words, actions, and dedicated service to You. Lord, in 
Your mercy, 

C hear our prayer. 
 

P We acknowledge that You are the Lord, and there is no other. Strengthen us to 
resist temptations to serve other gods, whether things of this world, others, or 
ourselves. Open our eyes to see Your presence in all of our lives. Lord, in Your 
mercy, 

C hear our prayer. 
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P Our Savior Jesus Christ, has reminded us to render to Caesar what is Caesar’s, and 
to You what is Yours. As You have established all authority over us, we pray for our 
leaders in this world, nation, state, and community. Give them wisdom and courage 
to act with justice and mercy for all lives, including the unborn and aged, the 
vulnerable and needful. Bless also those who serve our Church as elected and 
called officials, and the leaders within our own congregation, that all actions bring 
glory to You. Lord, in Your mercy, 

C hear our prayer. 
 

P We lift up all those in need, the hungry and homeless, the mourning and grieving, 
and all who seek healing, especially...Give peace, hope, and healing according to 
Your will. Lord, in Your mercy, 

C hear our prayer. 
 

P We give You thanks, O Lord, for Your bountiful goodness and for the blessings 
being celebrated this week…Lord, in Your mercy, 

C hear our prayer. 
 

P Into Your hands, O Lord, we commend all for whom we pray, trusting in Your mercy 
through Your Son, Jesus Christ, our Lord. 

C Amen. 
 
 

THE LORD’S PRAYER (Mt 6:9ff; Lk 11:2ff) 
 

P Taught by our Lord and trusting in His promises, we are bold to pray: 

C Our Father, Who art in Heaven, hallowed be Thy name, Thy Kingdom come, 
Thy will be done on earth as it is in Heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; 
and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us; 
and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For Thine is the 
Kingdom and the power and the glory, forever and ever. Amen. 

 
 

BENEDICTION Numbers 6:24–26 
 

P The Lord bless you and keep you. 
The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you. 

The Lord look upon you with favor and T give you peace.      

C Amen. 
 
 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 
(Please read the FYI in your bulletin for additional announcements and information.) 
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SONG “Shine, Jesus, Shine” 
 

Lord the light of Your love is shining, 
In the midst of the darkness shining, 

Jesus, Light of the World, shine upon us, 
Set us free by the truth You now bring us, 

Shine on me, shine on me. 
 

(Chorus)  
Shine, Jesus, shine.  

Fill this land with the Father’s glory, 
Blaze, Spirit, blaze, Set our hearts on fire! 

Flow, river, flow, 
Flood the nations with grace and mercy, 

Send forth Your Word, Lord, 
And let there be light! 

 
As we gaze on Your kingly brightness, 

So our faces display Your likeness, 
Ever changing from glory to glory, 

Mirror’d here may our lives tell Your story, 
Shine on me, shine on me. (chorus) 

 
 
DISMISSAL 

 

P Go in peace. Serve the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God! 
 

 

ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS 

Scripture taken from The Holy Bible, English Standard Version Copyright © 2001 by Crossway Bibles, a division 
of Good News Publishers. Capitalization of pronouns referring to the Deity has been added and is not part of the 
original English Standard Version text. 

Parts of this service taken from Creative Worship for the Lutheran Parish, Series A, Quarter 1. Copyright © 
Concordia Publishing House. All rights reserved. Used by permission. 

“Speak O Lord”, Keith Getty | Stuart Townend, © 2005 Thankyou Music (Admin. by Capitol CMG Publishing), 
For use solely with the SongSelect® Terms of Use. All rights reserved. www.ccli.com, CCLI License # 759893 

“Spirit of the Living God”, by Daniel Iverson.  Words: 1935. Renewed 1963 Birdwing Music (Admin. by Capitol 
CMG Publishing), Music: 1935. Renewed 1963 Birdwing Music (Admin. by Capitol CMG Publishing) 

“Shine, Jesus, Shine” by Graham Kendrick. © 1987 Make Way Music (Admin. by Music Services) CCLI Song 
No. 30426 CCLI License No. 759893 
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ANNOUNCEMENTS—FYI OCTOBER 18, 2020 

† VIRUS UPDATE RELATED TO CHURCH ACTIVITIES 
All Church activities are canceled until further notice. Although we are not fearful, we 
continue to take prudent measures to reduce the spread of COVID-19 in our community. 
Please stay at home, do not go out unless it is unavoidable, wear an appropriate face 
mask and stay 6 feet away from others. You may call the office phone and listen to 
current messages, check the web site and your email to stay up on the latest news.  

† ASCENSION HELP LINE – 971-715-1416 
Our goal is to offer practical help for our members and friends in need during this difficult 
time. We have volunteers who are willing to run errands, bring groceries, or help with other 
needs. In addition, volunteers can call to check on people, offer a connection, and pray. 
Please leave your name, number, and as clearly as possible describe your need, and a 
HELP LINE Volunteer will return your call within 24 hours.  

† ALTERNATIVE FOR HOMEBOUND WORSHIP 

• Online Daily Devotions are on our Facebook page: Ascension Lutheran Church and 
School - Portland 

• Radio: KPDQ on 93.9FM Sunday mornings at 7:00am.  

• alcportland.org for Bible Studies and Worship Services 

† ATTENDING SATURDAY SEVICE 
The official rule for religious services is maximum 50 people, including pastors and 
assistants, as long as 6 foot distancing is possible. Our sanctuary has a seating 
arrangement that will allow 30 people to meet with proper social distancing. Beginning 
Saturday, September 12, you may attend the 3:00pm recorded worship services. Every 
other pew is blocked off for distancing. Individuals must sit at the end of the pews, unless in 
a family unit. Reservations are required, so please contact the office the week prior. After 
the service is recorded, a brief communion service will be held for those in attendance.  
Reservations:  Contact office and speak to Michele.  
   No voice messages or emails to make reservations 
   Reservations for coming Saturday only (no multiple weeks)  
   If full that week, names go on next week’s list 
The procedure for coming is as follows: 

1. Do not have ANY illnesses or symptoms. 
2. Arrive prior to 3 pm as the service is taped and disturbances after beginning 

are not good 
3. Wear a mask when entering 
4. Use hand sanitizer on the table and sign in on the sheet there  
5. Social distance of 6 feet at all times 
6. Use the door at the hallway not the main church doors into the sanctuary 
7. Sing and speak quietly during worship to keep your breath close to you 
8. No dwelling after church in the narthex. Please take conversations outside.  
 



11 

BAPTISM BIRTHDAYS  

Joel Fogarty   10/19   Johnnie Driessner  10/22 

Cindy Reinert   10/23 

BIRTHDAYS  

Kathy Parshall   10/18   Mark Schiely   10/18 
Keilynne Woods  10/24 

WEDDING ANNIVERSARIES - None 

 
PRAYER NEEDS?  
Contact the church office with any requests at 503-665-8821 or  
 

e-mail: office@alcportland.org 

PRAYERS ARE REQUESTED FOR: 
Carolyn Erdmann, Elly Brown, Bonnie Webber, Mike Hatley, The family of Alejandra 
Gamboa, The Family of Randy Arronson, Mary Niska, Jack Webber, Larry Hart, Bill Ritchie, 
Colleen Ek Yah, Esperanza Gutierrez, Brian Laxton, Virginia Hunt, John Eilers and Family, 
Marty Blankenburg, Richard Robertson, Lewis Eilers, Wayne Rippon, Rich Zahursky, 
Audrey Bauch, Alan Bauch, Leonard Murphy, Bruce Blubaum, Judy Blubaum, Ray Brown, 
Antonia Martinez (mother of Esperanza Gutierrez), Ella Murray, Ava Wentela (Sue 
Wentela’s granddaughter), Carol Santorufo (sister of Sue Wentela), *Ordena Laxton, *Jean 
Smith, *Barbara Schrader, *Dale Porath *Home Bound.  
All those suffering or infected with Covid-19. 
 
PRAY FOR OUR MILITARY:  
Marie Cassetty Brown, Air Force — Ramstein Air Base, Germany AFB LA (sister-in-law of 
Wanda Cassetty); 
Jaden Keup, Army – deployed (great-nephew of Karon Keup); 
Jon Porath, Air Force — Nellis Air Force Base, Las Vegas NV (son of Dale and Sherry 
Porath);  
Dakota Saunders, US Navy — Based in Cecilia Italy (godson of Carrie Graham); 
Alex Williamson, Air Force, Reserve — Washington (grandson of Rebecca Williamson); 
Michael Williamson, Air Force, Reserve — Texas (grandson of Rebecca Williamson); 
Jamie Wong-Lopez, Marines — Annapolis MD (nephew of Kevin and Merci McInaney); 
Clayton Wright Air Force – Yokota AFB Japan (grandson of Virginia Jacobs); 
Colton Wright, Navy — Assigned to USS Harry S. Truman (grandson of Virginia Jacobs);  
Tyler Young, Navy — Deployed (nephew of Karen Arronson). 

 
 

 

mailto:office@alcportland.org
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1440 SE 182nd Avenue, Portland, OR 97233 
 

1440 SE 182nd Avenue, Portland, OR 97233 
Church: 503-665-8821 · Childcare Center: 503-667-6750 

Web Site: www.alcportland.org 
Church Office Hours: Monday–Friday 9am to 3pm 

 

Our Mission Statement: Go and Share Jesus Christ 
Our Vision Statement: Take part…Join Jesus on His mission 

The members of Ascension Lutheran Church are committed to being God’s witnesses in 
Gresham, and in all of Portland and the Northwest, and to the ends of the earth (Acts 1:8): 

With the universal Christian Church, we believe, teach and respond to the love of the Triune 
God— the Father, Creator of all that exists; the Son Jesus Christ, Who left His home in 
Heaven to become flesh and blood, to suffer and die for the sins of all peoples of the world, 
and Who rose from the grave, victorious over sin, death and the devil, that we too might live 
with Him in Heaven; and the Holy Spirit, Who creates faith in our hearts in Christ Jesus 
through God’s Word and Sacrament. The three Persons of the Holy Trinity are one God, 
co-equal and co-eternal. The core teachings of our faith from the Lutheran perspective can 
be summarized in three short phrases: Grace alone, Scripture alone, Faith alone. 
 

STAFF 
Rev. Jim Sprengle, Pastor 

pastor@alcportland.org 

Ruberto Ek Yah, Vicar 
vicar@alcportland.org 

Rev. Dan Critchett, Christian Outreach  
pastordan@alcportland.org 

Brad Hall, Worship and Music Coordinator 
worship@alcportland.org 

Michele Sprengle, Office Administrator 
office@alcportland.org 

Wanda Cassetty, Council Secretary 
council@alcportland.org 

Barbara Vaughn, Childhood Center 
Director 

director@alcportland.org 

Bonnie Webber, Treasurer 
Rebecca Williamson, Assistant Treasurer 

treasurer@alcportland.org 

 


