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THIRD SUNDAY IN ADVENT 
 

DECEMBER 13, 2020 
 
WELCOME to all who are attending our service today. We are glad you are with us! To all 
guests and visitors, we especially extend our hands of friendship. May God bless the 
worship time for each one of you. Please come again!  
 
NURSERY AVAILABLE We have an unstaffed nursery for your convenience and privacy. 
The nursery has audio and video so you may hear and see the worship service while 
attending to your child.  
 
HOLY COMMUNION is celebrated at the 8:30am service on the 1st and 3rd Sundays of the 
month, and at the 11:00am service on the 2nd and 4th Sundays.  
 

(P = Pastor, C = Congregation, A = Reader/Assisting) 
 

 

  



4 

T PREPARATION T 
 

Theme:  “Rejoicing Always” 
 
AS WE GATHER 
 
We hear John the Baptist coming to prepare the way for the Lord, whose earthly birth we 
are preparing to celebrate and whose coming again on the Last Day is the promise of 
resurrection and eternal life for all who believe. Between our coming to faith and His coming 
again, we are called to lives of faith that continue to rejoice, to pray, and to give thanks in 
every circumstance. We can do that because we have come to the light of our salvation and 
hope of eternal life. Now certainly it’s easier to rejoice, pray, and give thanks when things 
are going well. It’s another thing when we suffer illness or persecution, the challenges and 
disappointments of life. Nevertheless, the Spirit of Christ seeks to enable us to do just 
that—to rejoice always, to pray always, and to give thanks to God always in all 
circumstances. This is holy living, constantly keeping the eyes of faith on the sure and 
certain Word and promises of God for His people, the God who blesses, keeps, comforts, 
and strengthens us every day. We rejoice with the psalmist, saying, “This is the day that the 
LORD has made; let us rejoice and be glad in it” (Psalm 118:24). 
 
 
PRELUDE  

 
 
WELCOME 
 
 
OPENING HYMN “Rejoice, Rejoice, Believers” 

 
Rejoice, rejoice, believers, and let your lights appear; 
The evening is advancing, and darker night is near. 
The Bridegroom is arising and soon is drawing nigh. 

Up, pray and watch and wrestle; at midnight comes the cry. 
 

The watchers on the mountain proclaim the Bridegroom near; 
Go forth as He approaches with alleluias clear. 

The marriage feast is waiting; the gates wide open stand. 
Arise, O heirs of glory; the Bridegroom is at hand. 

 
The saints, who here in patience their cross and suff'rings bore, 

Shall live and reign forever when sorrow is no more. 
Around the throne of glory the Lamb they shall behold; 

In triumph cast before Him their diadems of gold. 
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Our hope and expectation, O Jesus, now appear; 
Arise, O Sun so longed for, O’er this benighted sphere. 
With hearts and hands uplifted, ee plead, O Lord, to see 
The day of earth's redemption that sets Your people free! 

 
 
INVOCATION  
 

P In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 
 
 
OPENING SCRIPTURE Zechariah 9:9; Psalm 118:26, alt. 
 

P  Rejoice greatly, O daughter of Zion. 

C  Shout aloud, O daughter of Jerusalem. 
 

P  Behold, your king is coming to you; 

C  righteous and having salvation. 
 

P  Blessèd is He who comes in the name of the Lord. 

C  From the house of the Lord we bless you. 
 
 
CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION 
 

P Behold, the true light has come into the world. Let us enter into His presence, 
confessing our sins and receiving His forgiveness. 

C Lord God, our heavenly Father, hear us as we confess the darkness of our sin. 
We don’t always rejoice, pray, or give thanks amid the troubles, and we often 
overlook the good You do for us. Please forgive us and help us to walk in 
Your ways, through our Savior Jesus Christ. Amen. 

 

P The true light has come. To all who receive Him, He makes them to be the children 
of God. Upon this, your confession, I, by virtue of my office, as a called and 
ordained servant of the Word, announce the grace of God to all of you. And in the 
stead and by the command of my Lord Jesus Christ I forgive you all your sins in the 

name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 
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LIGHTING THE ADVENT CANDLE 
 

The Candle of JOY 

 

P  Otherwise known as the Shepherd Candle, this candle reflects the joy that comes 
through Jesus’ arrival, and through the salvation He has gifted us. Christians may wonder 
why the church decided to make this particular candle a different color than the others. 
Although Christians have presented several reasons for the pinkish nature of the candle, 
from a tradition where priests would wear pink vestments, to parents eagerly awaiting the 
joy of a child’s arrival by painting the room pink, the rosy candle has its roots in something 
known as Gaudete (Latin for “rejoice”) Sunday. During this third week of Advent, this 
Sunday celebrates the passage Philippians 4:4-5, its verses extolling readers to “rejoice” for 
“indeed the Lord is near.”  In other words, this week celebrates the joy of Christ’s coming to 
earth.  
It is also known as the Shepherd Candle to highlight the joy the shepherds experienced 
when they received the good news about Christ’s birth (Luke 2:8-20). During the middle of 
the night, the darkest time, the shepherds encountered angels. 

[Not only do we consider repentance during Advent, we also consider the] importance of joy 
in the Advent season. During a time where depression is at an all-time high and people 
seem to be in the most despair, this candle offers a bright light during a dark time. 

 
“We Light the Advent Candle” 

 

We light the Advent candle. And sing with cheerful heart. 
 With joy, we spread the message—A blessing to impart. 

 Our joy is never ending; The Son to us is sending. 
 We wait with growing light Till God makes all things right! 

 
 
SALUTATION 
 

P The Lord be with you. 

C And also with you. 
 
 
PRAYER OF THE DAY 
 

P Let us pray. 

Lord Jesus Christ, we implore You to hear our prayers and to lighten the darkness 
of our hearts by Your gracious visitation; for You live and reign with the Father and 
the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C Amen. 
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SHARING THE PEACE OF THE LORD 
 

P The peace of the Lord be with you all. 

C And also with you. 
 
 
 

T THE WORD T 

 
 

 
OLD TESTAMENT READING Isaiah 61:1–4, 8–11(ESV) 

(The year of the Lord’s favor) 

1The Spirit of the Lord God is upon me, because the Lord has anointed me to bring good 

news to the poor; He has sent me to bind up the brokenhearted, to proclaim liberty to the 

captives, and the opening of the prison to those who are bound; 2 to proclaim the year of the 

Lord’s favor, and the day of vengeance of our God; to comfort all who mourn; 3 to grant to 

those who mourn in Zion—to give them a beautiful headdress instead of ashes, the oil of 

gladness instead of mourning, the garment of praise instead of a faint spirit; that they may 

be called oaks of righteousness, the planting of the Lord, that He may be glorified. 4 They 

shall build up the ancient ruins; they shall raise up the former devastations; they shall repair 

the ruined cities, the devastations of many generations.  

8 For I the Lord love justice; I hate robbery and wrong; I will faithfully give them their 

recompense, and I will make an everlasting covenant with them. 9 Their offspring shall be 

known among the nations, and their descendants in the midst of the peoples; all who see 

them shall acknowledge them, that they are an offspring the Lord has blessed. 10 I will 

greatly rejoice in the Lord; my soul shall exult in my God, for He has clothed me with the 

garments of salvation; He has covered me with the robe of righteousness, as a bridegroom 

decks himself like a priest with a beautiful headdress, and as a bride adorns herself with her 

jewels. 11 For as the earth brings forth its sprouts, and as a garden causes what is sown in it 

to sprout up, so the Lord God will cause righteousness and praise to sprout up before all 

the nations. 

 

A This is the Word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 
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EPISTLE 1 Thessalonians 5:16–24 (ESV) 
(Rejoice always) 

16 Rejoice always, 17 pray without ceasing, 18 give thanks in all circumstances; for this is the 

will of God in Christ Jesus for you. 19 Do not quench the Spirit. 20 Do not despise 

prophecies,21 but test everything; hold fast what is good. 22 Abstain from every form of evil. 
23 Now may the God of peace Himself sanctify you completely, and may your whole spirit 

and soul and body be kept blameless at the coming of our Lord Jesus Christ. 24 He who 

calls you is faithful; He will surely do it. 

 

A This is the Word of the Lord. 
C Thanks be to God. 

 

 
LAMBS’ LESSON Pastor Jim Sprengle 
 
 
HOLY GOSPEL John 1:6–8, 19–28 (ESV) 

(The testimony of John the Baptist) 

P The Holy Gospel according to Saint John, the first chapter. 

C Glory to You, O Lord. 
 
6 There was a man sent from God, whose name was John. 7 He came as a witness, to bear 

witness about the Light, that all might believe through him. 8 He was not the Light, but came 

to bear witness about the Light. 

19 And this is the testimony of John, when the Jews sent priests and Levites from Jerusalem 

to ask him, “Who are you?” 20 He confessed, and did not deny, but confessed, “I am not the 

Christ.” 21 And they asked him, “What then? Are you Elijah?” He said, “I am not.” “Are you 

the Prophet?” And he answered, “No.” 22 So they said to him, “Who are you? We need to 

give an answer to those who sent us. What do you say about yourself?” 23 He said, “I am 

the voice of one crying out in the wilderness, ‘Make straight the way of the Lord,’ as the 

prophet Isaiah said.” 24 (Now they had been sent from the Pharisees.) 25 They asked him, 

“Then why are you baptizing, if you are neither the Christ, nor Elijah, nor the Prophet?” 
26 John answered them, “I baptize with water, but among you stands One you do not know, 
27 even He who comes after me, the strap of whose sandal I am not worthy to untie.” 
28 These things took place in Bethany across the Jordan, where John was baptizing. 

 

P This is the Gospel of the Lord. 

C Praise to You, O Christ. 
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HYMN “When All the World Was Cursed” 
 

When all the world was cursed by Moses’ condemnation, 
Saint John the Baptist came with words of consolation. 
With true forerunner’s zeal the greater One he named, 

And Him, as yet unknown, as Savior he proclaimed. 
 

Before he yet was born, he leaped in joyful meeting, 
Confessing Him as Lord whose mother he was greeting. 

By Jordan’s rolling stream, a new Elijah bold, 
He testified of Him of whom the prophets told: 

 

Behold the Lamb of God that bears the world’s transgression,  
whose sacrifice removes the devil’s dread oppression.  

Behold the Lamb of God, who takes away our sin, 
who for our peace and joy will full atonement win. 

 

O grant, dear Lord of love, that we receive, rejoicing, 
the word proclaimed by John, our true repentance voicing,  

that gladly we may walk upon our Savior’s way 
until we live with him in his eternal day. 

 
 

SERMON  “IN BAD TIMES AND IN GOOD”  1 Thessalonians 5:16–24 
Pastor Jim Sprengle 

 
 
WE SING OUR FAITH ~ THE CREED IN SONG 
 

“In God The Father I Believe” 
(tune: Kingsfold) 

 
In God the Father I believe,   Almighty Lord of all 

Who made the heavens and the earth:   His name be praised in awe. 
And I believe in Jesus Christ,   The Father’s only Son; 
Conceived by the Holy Ghost,   Of virgin Mary born. 

 
Who suffered when He stood condemned   By Pontius Pilate’s code; 

Was crucified, was dead,   As He Himself had long foretold. 
Our Lord was buried in a tomb,   Descended into hell, 

But on the third day He arose   Again on earth to dwell. 
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Ascending into heaven above   He sits at God’s right hand; 
From there He shall return to judge   The living and the dead. 

In God the Spirit I believe,   Who guides a holy church; 
The universal body that   Victorious shall emerge. 

 
I do believe that all the saints   Must now commune in love, 

And that, redeemed by Jesus’ blood,   Our sins are pardoned us. 
And at life's end, my body frail,   Upraised from earthly strife, 

Is resurrected and renewed   In everlasting life! 
 
 

PRAYER FOR TITHES AND OFFERINGS 
(Our offerings are made as an act of worship, given in loving response to all that God has 
graciously given us, both materially and spiritually.) 
 
 
PRAYER OF THE CHURCH     

 

P In Advent hope and peace, we pray to the Lord, Who loves us and hears us as we 

bring our praises and petitions before Him. 

 Eternal Father, throughout the centuries You repeated and affirmed Your promise to 

send the offspring of the woman to crush the serpent’s head. Through Your 

prophets of old, You continually directed the eyes of Your people to the advent of 

their Savior. 

C  We praise You, O Lord, for keeping Your promise and sending Your Son to 

destroy the works of the devil. 

 

P  As we prepare to celebrate the birth of our King, use Your mighty Word to shatter 

our pride and to rouse us from spiritual slumber and apathy. 

C Move us to take to heart the words of John: “Repent, for the kingdom of 

heaven is near.” 

 

P  You sent Your Son to redeem us from sin. Let this good news be our joy and 

strength. Use it to cheer the lonely, encourage the fearful, and give hope to the 

despairing. In these days before Christmas, spare us from the stress of deadlines 

and the frenzy of commercialism. 

C Fill our lives with the message of Your peace and the music of Your grace. 
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P  Direct our eyes not only to the manger but also to the skies, where we will see Your 

Son coming again, not as a lowly child but as the Lord of lords. 

C  Lift up our hearts in joyful anticipation of that day. 

 

P We pray for the ill, the suffering, and all who mourn…in Advent hope, we pray, 

C Come, Lord Jesus. 

 

P We pray for those who are celebrating…in Advent hope, we pray, 

C Come, Lord Jesus. 

 

P Come quickly, Lord Jesus, in Your grace, in Your power, and in Your glory. 

C Come, Lord Jesus! Amen. 

 

 

THE LORD’S PRAYER 
 

P Following the example of Jesus, our coming King, we are bold to pray: 

C Our Father Who art in Heaven, hallowed be Thy name, Thy Kingdom come, 
Thy will be done on earth as it is in Heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; 
and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us; 
and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For Thine is the 
Kingdom and the power and the glory, forever and ever. Amen. 

 
 
BENEDICTION     Numbers 6:24–26 

 

P The Lord bless you and keep you. 
 The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you. 

 The Lord look upon you with favor and T give you peace. 

C Amen 
 
 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 
(Please read the FYI in your bulletin for additional announcements and information.) 
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HYMN “Hark the Glad Sound” 
 

Hark the glad sound! The Savior comes, the Savior promised long; 
Let ev’ry heart prepare a throne and every voice a song. 

 
He comes the pris’ners to release, in Satan’s bondage held. 
The gates of brass before Him burst, the iron fetters yield. 

 
He comes the broken heart to bind, the bleeding soul to cure, 
And with the treasures of His grace to enrich the humble poor. 

 
Our glad hosannas, Prince of Peace, Your welcome shall proclaim, 

And Heav’n’s eternal arches ring with Your beloved Name. 
 

 
DISMISSAL 

 

P Go in peace.  Serve the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God! 
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ANNOUNCEMENTS—FYI DECEMBER 12, 2020 

† ADVENT SERVICES CONTINUE!! 
The service will be recorded on Tuesdays at 3:00pm and will follow all the same 
rules as the Saturday Service tapings do. The final taping is Wednesday, Dec. 15. 
Recordings will be available to view at www.alcportland.org on the following 
Wednesday at 3:00pm. 

† ASCENSION HELP LINE – 971-715-1416 

† ALTERNATIVE FOR HOMEBOUND WORSHIP 

• Online Daily Devotions are on our Facebook page: Ascension Lutheran Church 
and School - Portland 

• Radio: KPDQ on 93.9FM Sunday mornings at 7:00am.  

• alcportland.org for Bible Studies and Worship Services 

† ATTENDING SATURDAY SEVICE BEGINNING DEC 13 NEW 
TIME!! 
Services will be recorded at 2:00pm starting today! Everything else stays the same. 

The official rule for religious services is maximum 25 people, including pastors and 
assistants, 6 foot distancing and masks are required. After the service is recorded, a 
brief communion service will be held for those in attendance. 

Reservations:  Contact office and speak to Michele.  
 Reservations for coming Saturday only (no multiple weeks) 
 If full that week, names go on next week’s list 

The procedure for coming is as follows: 
1. Do not have ANY illnesses or symptoms. 
2. Arrive prior to 2:00pm as the service is taped and disturbances after 

beginning are not good 
3. Wear a mask when entering 
4. Use hand sanitizer on the table and sign in on the sheet there  
5. Social distance of 6 feet at all times 
6. Enter the building through the Narthex Entrance 
7. To enter the sanctuary, use the door at the hallway not the main 

sanctuary doors as they are blocked off due to filming.  
8. No dwelling after church in the narthex. Please take conversations 

outside. 
 
 
 

http://www.alcportland.org/
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† THANK YOU FROM BOB REKDAHL 

I want to thank everyone for their prayers, cards, and kind words. My eye is much 

better and I will find out in January whether the surgery was completely successful. I 

am truly blessed by my church family. Thank you.  

 

BAPTISM BIRTHDAYS  

Emily Edwards  12/13   Larry Hart   12/16 
Sean Ritchie   12/17  

BIRTHDAYS  

Jeff Latter   12/13   Colleen Cordes  12/16 
Bill Ritchie   12/18  

WEDDING ANNIVERSARIES 

John and Darlene Knoke Dec 14, 1969 

 

PRAYER NEEDS?  

Contact the church office with any requests at 503-665-8821 or e-mail: 

office@alcportland.org 

 

PRAYERS ARE REQUESTED FOR: 

The Family of Jack Webber, Carolyn Erdmann, Elly Brown, Mike Hatley, The family 

of Alejandra Gamboa, The Family of Randy Arronson, Mary Niska, Larry Hart, Bill 

Ritchie, Colleen Ek Yah, Esperanza Gutierrez, Brian Laxton, Virginia Hunt, John 

Eilers and Family, Marty Blankenburg, Richard Robertson, Lewis Eilers, Wayne 

Rippon, Rich Zahursky, Audrey Bauch, Alan Bauch, Leonard Murphy, Bruce 

Blubaum, Judy Blubaum, Ray Brown, Antonia Martinez (mother of Esperanza 

Gutierrez), Michele Sprengle 

 Ava Wentela (Sue Wentela’s granddaughter), Carol Santorufo (sister of Sue 

Wentela), *Ordena Laxton, *Jean Smith, *Barbara Schrader, *Dale Porath, All those 

suffering or infected with Covid-19. 

*Home Bound. 

 

 

 

mailto:office@alcportland.org
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PRAY FOR OUR MILITARY:  

Marie Cassetty Brown, Air Force — Ramstein Air Base, Germany AFB LA (sister-in-

law of Wanda Cassetty); 

Jaden Keup, Army – deployed (great-nephew of Karon Keup); 

Jon Porath, Air Force — Nellis Air Force Base, Las Vegas NV (son of Dale and 

Sherry Porath);  

Dakota Saunders, US Navy — Based in Cecilia Italy (godson of Carrie Graham); 

Alex Williamson, Air Force, Reserve — Washington (grandson of Rebecca 

Williamson); 

Michael Williamson, Air Force, Reserve — Texas (grandson of Rebecca 

Williamson); 

Jamie Wong-Lopez, Marines — Annapolis MD (nephew of Kevin and Merci 

McInaney); 

Clayton Wright Air Force – Yokota AFB Japan (grandson of Virginia Jacobs); 

Colton Wright, Navy — Assigned to USS Harry S. Truman (grandson of Virginia 

Jacobs);  

Tyler Young, Navy — Deployed (nephew of Karen Arronson).  
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1440 SE 182nd Avenue, Portland, OR 97233 
Church: 503-665-8821 · Childcare Center: 503-667-6750 

Web Site: www.alcportland.org 
Church Office Hours: Monday–Friday 9am to 3pm 

 

Our Mission Statement: Go and Share Jesus Christ 
Our Vision Statement: Take part…Join Jesus on His mission 

The members of Ascension Lutheran Church are committed to being God’s witnesses in 
Gresham, and in all of Portland and the Northwest, and to the ends of the earth (Acts 1:8): 

With the universal Christian Church, we believe, teach and respond to the love of the Triune 
God— the Father, Creator of all that exists; the Son Jesus Christ, Who left His home in 
Heaven to become flesh and blood, to suffer and die for the sins of all peoples of the world, 
and Who rose from the grave, victorious over sin, death and the devil, that we too might live 
with Him in Heaven; and the Holy Spirit, Who creates faith in our hearts in Christ Jesus 
through God’s Word and Sacrament. The three Persons of the Holy Trinity are one God, 
co-equal and co-eternal. The core teachings of our faith from the Lutheran perspective can 
be summarized in three short phrases: Grace alone, Scripture alone, Faith alone. 
 

STAFF 
Rev. Jim Sprengle, Pastor 

pastor@alcportland.org 
Ruberto Ek Yah, Vicar 
vicar@alcportland.org 

Rev. Dan Critchett, Christian Outreach  
pastordan@alcportland.org 

Brad Hall, Worship and Music Coordinator 
worship@alcportland.org 

Michele Sprengle, Office Administrator 
office@alcportland.org 

Sonshiner Ministry 
sonshiners@alcportland.org 

Barbara Vaughn, Childhood Center 
Director 

director@alcportland.org 

Bonnie Webber, Treasurer 
Rebecca Williamson, Assistant Treasurer 

treasurer@alcportland.org 

Wanda Cassetty, Council Secretary 
council@alcportland.org 

 


