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“If Only” – Pr Jim Sprengle – Palm Sunday, March 28, 2021 
 

I. John 12:19 - 19 So the Pharisees said to one another, “You see that you are 
gaining nothing. Look, the world has gone after Him.” 

II. History is a great source of pride. 
a. Many times we’ve heard about the great pride the Jewish people had in 

their family line and ancestral heritage.  
i. Rightly so… because they were aware of a Messiah, a King, or a 

Savior that would come from the ancestral line of King David 
ii. You see, God promised a Savior all the way back from Adam and 

Eve – and all through the Old Testament and the Prophets we hear 
an echo of that promise 

iii. Even in our Old Testament reading today, we see God repeating His 
promise through the Prophet Zechariah… “Behold, your King is 
coming to you; righteous and having salvation is He, humble and 
mounted on a donkey…” (Zech. 9:12) 

b. The Jewish people marked the occasions of big events in their history – 
probably because God commanded them to remember 

i. The various feasts and festivals were not optional – especially the 
Passover Feast which is the beginning of this week in the Gospel 
lesson – as the Jews gathered to celebrate their release from slavery 
in Egypt… 

ii. But they also remembered (and still do to this day) big events like 
Purim and Hannukah, which had to do with people rebelling against 
oppressors. 

iii. The Jews of Jesus’ day could only hope that a liberator would be 
raised up as God promised, allowing them to break free from the 
Romans 

III. Along comes Jesus. 
a. He has the pedigree – born of Joseph, born in Bethlehem in the line of King 

David… though not everyone was aware of these facts 
b. Jesus has built a following by the authority of His teaching… along with 

some phenomenal miracles.  
c. In fact, reading in chapter 11 of John, right before today’s reading, Jesus 

raises a rotting corpse to life in the story of Lazarus. 
d. Just think about how stories can get overblown as people share 

information, but this was reality!  
i. When Jesus fulfilled the prophecy by getting a donkey and riding it 

into Jerusalem – the palm branches were raised as a sign of victory 
ii. The Romans would soon be on their way out as Jesus would lead the 

revolt to give them freedom! 
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iii. If this man lives up to the stories we’ve heard about Him, then we are 
saved! 

IV. Too bad Jesus wasn’t riding a horse of war instead of a donkey of peace.  
a. The kind of Jesus the crowds wanted was the one who could lead the 

revolt… but what they couldn’t see was God’s bigger plan of salvation. 
b. Yes, the religious leaders were exasperated… they were already plotting to 

kill Jesus before He came into Jerusalem… and even poor Lazarus too! 
(John 12:10) 

i. They were done with Jesus doing these miracles and challenging 
their authority – and especially their precious positions…  

ii. They saw the crowds cheering Him on and welcoming Him like a 
king… and they look at each other and say, “we are getting nowhere 
with this Jesus… the whole world has gone after Him”! (Jn 12:19) 

c. If only… If only the whole world had gone after Jesus… 
i. The problem with the world and all human beings is we constantly 

miss who Jesus really is. 
ii. Sure the crowds were so excited to see Him coming down from the 

Mt. of Olives – but just how long did it take them to do a complete 
turnaround and scream for His death? 

iii. We look at them and consider ourselves “enlightened” or better than 
that – and maybe we do know the whole story – but we cannot forget 
that our sins scream for the death of Jesus too. 

d. If only the people of the world had gone after Jesus for who He truly was. 
e. If only we would go after Jesus as He calls us in the Scriptures. 

i. What Jesus wants from us is a trusting relationship – we look to Him 
each day, fully trusting in Him to guide and lead us 

ii. We often act more like that crowd… turning toward one day and 
turning against the next. 

iii. You see, truly following after Jesus includes suffering and bearing our 
cross in the process... and many of us would rather do something 
else. 

iv. That’s not the Jesus we want – the one that asks us to suffer – we 
would rather have the “winning” Jesus who gets us out of our troubles 
and struggles… the conquering Jesus – the war horse Jesus 

1. We don’t want to follow the Jesus of the cross and death – the 
one who calls on us to die and rise again as a new person. 

2. Our problem is that we, like the crowd in Jerusalem so long 
ago, look at the temporal problems in our lives, and forget 
about the eternal things God has prepared for those who love 
and trust in Him.   
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V. Jesus came to change all of that… 
a. As He entered Jerusalem that day, it must have been so painful to know 

that so few would stay with Him 
b. So few had any idea what kind of sacrifice He would make on the cross for 

them… what kind of suffering He would endure for their sins. 
c. But the truth would come out – and even many of those who screamed for 

His crucifixion would repent and come to believe on the day of Pentecost.  
d. And all those who truly “went after Him” (vs 19) were and are those who 

can count on everlasting life. 
VI. We have been through a long, drawn out trial in the past year –  

a. We are not done yet, even though there is light at the end of the tunnel 
b. Some have lost more than others 
c. Some have turned away from God – while others have turned toward Him 
d. I call on you to wave your palm branches in victory – because our Jesus 

wins the day – not our sin… not the world… not the devil… only Jesus wins 
e. Be assured, God’s love for you is beyond measure – as Jesus showed us 

on the cross – and by His work we are free from our oppressors –  
f. Now that is a Jesus worth going after. Amen.  


