
I. Ephesians 2:17-22 – previously read 
II. Ascension Lutheran Church. 

a. A small, upstart congregation that was given District funding in the mid-
1950’s to build a church in Rockwood. 

b. The earliest services with Pastor Brewer were held at the Rockwood High 
School just up the street until this sanctuary was built and ready to occupy 

c. Within ten years or so, this church had grown to the point of needing a 
remodel – and some big adjustments were made 

d. Since the remodel in 1970, our congregation has had many ideas about 
building an addition – moving to another location altogether – and 
remodeling the current space. 

e. All of the planning, meeting, time, dollars, and energy are finally 
culminating in the addition of our Community Room 

f. I know we have often called that space our “Social Room” or our 
“Fellowship Hall” – and some of you have seen the survey we sent out to 
ask what the new space should be called.  

i. The general consensus was the word “community” because it best 
reflects both the inside and outside 

g. You see, God’s kingdom is not so much about buildings and physical 
structures as it is about community…  

i. On the one hand, it is the community of believers, and the connection 
we have because Jesus is our Savior and Lord 

ii. On the other hand, God’s kingdom is always looking to expand into 
the community outside of the faith. 

III. St. Paul writes to the church in Ephesus today. 
a. He is explaining that the walls of hostility and separation between the non-

Jewish outsiders (the Gentiles) and the Jewish insiders have been torn 
down by faith in Jesus Christ 

b. What God has done is taken different people groups with very little chance 
of connecting, and He made them a community through Jesus. 

c. Through the work of Jesus coming into the world and becoming a living 
sacrifice, the dividing lines broke down 

i. You see, Jesus went to the cross… not for any specific people group, 
race or culture… He went to the cross for ALL people 

ii. His death and resurrection ensured that every single person on earth 
has grace and forgiveness available to them – no matter who or 
where they are 

iii. God so loved the world, that He gave His only Son, that whoever 
believes in Him should not perish (be separated for all eternity from 
God) but instead have eternal life. 

1. That is the ultimate statement of community right there – Jesus 
died for all so that we might have eternal life together…  

d. The community we have in Jesus Christ gives us a membership that ties us 
together to something much bigger than a single place on the map… 



IV. Our new Community Room is such a wonderful gift! 
a. Yet, it’s value is diminished greatly if the community of believers here at 

Ascension are unwilling to break down the walls of hostility and preach 
peace to the community around us. 

b. Praise be to God that He has rallied His people to sacrifice and come 
together as “members of the household of God” (Eph. 2:19) so we could 
accomplish this addition! 

c. Yet, what is God’s deepest desire? 
i. God wants every person – man, woman and child… race, culture and 

nation – to come to know Him through Jesus Christ. 
d. If our new Community Room is simply a gathering spot for our members to 

spend time drinking coffee and chatting, we miss the point 
e. The building is not the focus… it’s what truly makes up the building that 

matters… 
V. Those who believe in Jesus Christ as Savior are the true building. 

a. Christ is the cornerstone and the solid point that holds it all together… 
i. The Apostles and prophets and many others who continued to share 

the message of Christ make up the foundation… 
ii. And we, God’s community of believers, make up the ongoing growth 

which are all the individual stones that keep it growing and growing.  
b. With that in mind, we are not members of Ascension Lutheran Church only, 

we are members of God’s family… in mission to grow His community. 
c. The mission statement of Ascension Lutheran Church is what?  

i. “Go and Share Jesus Christ!”  
d. This is our calling as members in mission – we are a community who wants 

to reach out into the world around us.  
e. What do we call the area around us by the way? The community!  
f. Our “Community Room” has a double meaning you see – because it was 

built by this community of believers in order to reach out to the community 
around us. 

VI. 1000’s and 1000’s of people are lost and without hope…  
a. And I don’t mean around the world, I mean across the street 
b. People no more than 50 yards from our church are living and dying without 

a Savior or the words of eternal life 
c. People in the community around us may have no idea they even need 

Jesus – much less the blessings only He can give 
d. So as we give thanks to God for our new space, we also give thanks to 

God that He will use it for His will… to seek and save the lost (Lk 19:10) 
e. Our good and gracious God has blessed us beyond measure –  

i. This congregation is made up of a wonderful, loving, and giving 
community – the building blocks of God’s Church 

ii. We have also been given the means to grow the space we currently 
occupy to accommodate whatever the future holds 

f. With all that in mind, give thanks… and use these gifts for God’s glory!  


