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LWML SUNDAY 
October 4, 2020 

  
WELCOME to all who are attending our service today. We are glad you are with us! To all 
guests and visitors, we especially extend our hands of friendship. May God bless the 
worship time for each one of you. Please come again!  
 
NURSERY AVAILABLE We have an unstaffed nursery for your convenience and privacy. 
The nursery has audio and video so you may hear and see the worship service while 
attending to your child.  
 
HOLY COMMUNION is celebrated at the 8:30 service on the 1st and 3rd Sundays of the 
month, and at the 11:00 service on the 2nd and 4th Sundays.  
 

 (P = Pastor, C = Congregation, A = Reader/Assisting) 
 

LUTHERAN WOMEN’S MISSIONARY LEAGUE (LWML) 
 

The Lutheran Women’s Missionary League (LWML) is the official women’s auxiliary of The 
Lutheran Church—Missouri Synod. For 75 years, the LWML has focused on affirming each 
woman’s relationship with Christ, encouraging and equipping women to live out their 
Christian lives in active mission ministries and to support global missions. 
 

Mission Statement 
The mission of the Lutheran Women's Missionary League is to assist each woman of The 
Lutheran Church—Missouri Synod in affirming her relationship with the Triune God so that 
she is enabled to use her gifts in ministry to the people of the world. 
 

Vision Statement 
The LWML is the leading group for LCMS women where each woman is welcomed and 
encouraged to use her unique God-given gifts as she supports global missions and serves 
the Lord with gladness. 

T PREPARATION T 
 

 
Theme: “Kingdom People Produce Kingdom Fruit” 

 
AS WE GATHER 
The Lutheran Women’s Missionary League (LWML) is an official auxiliary of The Lutheran 
Church—Missouri Synod. Since 1942, the LWML has affirmed each woman’s identity as a 
child of God and her relationship with Jesus Christ. Lutheran Women in Mission are women 
of faith, empowered for active service in Jesus’ name and bold support of missions through 
Mite Box offerings. As Christians, we have been given the kingdom of God to bear its fruit. 
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PRELUDE “Lord, Here Am I” 
John Ness Beck 

Karon Keup, soloist 
WELCOME 
 
HYMN “Open Now Thy Gates Of Beauty” 

 
Open now Thy gates of beauty, Zion,let me enter there, 

Where my soul in joyful duty Waits for God, Who answers prayer. 
O how blessed is this place, Filled with solace, light, and grace! 

 
Gracious God, I come before Thee; Come Thou also unto me; 

Where we find Thee and adore Thee, There a Heav’n on earth must be. 
To my heart, oh, enter Thou, Let it be Thy temple now! 

 
Here, Thy praise is gladly chanted, Here Thy seed is duly sown; 

Let my soul, where it is planted, Bring forth precious sheaves alone, 
So that all I hear may be Fruitful unto life in me. 

 
INVOCATION   

 

P In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 
 
CALL TO WORSHIP 

 

P  Oh, give thanks to the Lord, for He is good;   

C for His steadfast love endures forever!  

 

P  The stone that the builders rejected has become the cornerstone.  

C  This is the LORD’s doing; it is marvelous in our eyes.  

 

P This is the day that the LORD has made;  

C   Let us rejoice and be glad in it. 

 

P Oh, give thanks to the LORD, for He is good;   

C for His steadfast love endures forever!  
 
CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 

 

P In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 
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P If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves and the truth is not in us. 

C But if we confess our sins, God, who is faithful and just, will forgive our sins 
and cleanse us from all unrighteousness.  

 

P Let us then confess our sins to God our Father. 

C Most merciful God, we confess that we are by nature sinful and unclean. We 
have sinned against You in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done 
and by what we have left undone. We have not fully lived as Your kingdom 
people. We have not brought forth the fruits of righteousness as we ought. We 
justly deserve Your present and eternal punishment. For the sake of Your 
Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so 
that we may delight in Your will, walk in Your ways, and bear kingdom fruit to 
the glory of Your holy name. Amen. 

 

P Almighty God in His mercy has given His only Son to die for you and for His sake 
forgives you all of your sins. As a called and ordained servant of Christ, and by His 
authority, I therefore forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and of  

 the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen.     
 

 
SALUTATION  
 

P The Lord be with you. 

C And also with you. 
 
 
PRAYER OF THE DAY  
 

P  Let us pray. 

Gracious God, You gave Your Son into the hands of sinful men who killed Him. 
Forgive us when we reject Your unfailing love and grant us the fullness of Your 
salvation; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You 
and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.  

C Amen. 
 
 
SHARING THE PEACE OF THE LORD 
 

P The peace of the Lord be with you all. 

C And also with you. 
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T THE WORD T 
 

OLD TESTAMENT READING                                Isaiah 5:1–7 (ESV) 

(The Vineyard of the Lord Destroyed) 

1Let me sing for my beloved my love song concerning his vineyard: My beloved had a 
vineyard on a very fertile hill. 2He dug it and cleared it of stones, and planted it with choice 
vines; he built a watchtower in the midst of it, and hewed out a wine vat in it; and he looked 
for it to yield grapes, but it yielded wild grapes. 3And now, O inhabitants of Jerusalem and 
men of Judah, judge between me and my vineyard. 4What more was there to do for my 
vineyard, that I have not done in it? When I looked for it to yield grapes, why did it yield wild 
grapes? 5And now I will tell you what I will do to my vineyard. I will remove its hedge, and it 
shall be devoured; I will break down its wall, and it shall be trampled down. 6I will make it a 
waste; it shall not be pruned or hoed, and briers and thorns shall grow up; I will also 
command the clouds that they rain no rain upon it. 7For the vineyard of the Lord of hosts is 
the house of Israel, and the men of Judah are His pleasant planting; and He looked for 
justice, but behold, bloodshed; for righteousness, but behold, an outcry!  

 

A This is the Word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 
 
 
EPISTLE Philippians 3:4b–11 (ESV) 

(Righteousness through faith in Christ) 

4If anyone else thinks he has reason for confidence in the flesh, I have more: 5circumcised 
on the eighth day, of the people of Israel, of the tribe of Benjamin, a Hebrew of Hebrews; as 
to the law, a Pharisee; 6as to zeal, a persecutor of the church; as to righteousness under 
the law, blameless. 7But whatever gain I had, I counted as loss for the sake of Christ. 
8Indeed, I count everything as loss because of the surpassing worth of knowing Christ 
Jesus my Lord. For His sake I have suffered the loss of all things and count them as 
rubbish, in order that I may gain Christ 9and be found in Him, not having a righteousness of 
my own that comes from the law, but that which comes through faith in Christ, the 
righteousness from God that depends on faith — 10 that I may know Him and the power of 
His resurrection, and may share His sufferings, becoming like Him in His death, 11that by 
any means possible I may attain the resurrection from the dead.  
 

A This is the Word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 
 
 
LAMBS’ LESSON                  Pr. Jim Sprengle 
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HOLY GOSPEL                               Matthew 21:33–46 (ESV) 
(The parable of the tenants) 

P The Holy Gospel according to Matthew, the twenty first chapter. 

C Glory to You, O Lord. 

[Jesus said,] 33“Hear another parable. There was a master of a house who planted a 
vineyard and put a fence around it and dug a winepress in it and built a tower and leased it 
to tenants, and went into another country. 34When the season for fruit drew near, he sent 
his servants to the tenants to get his fruit. 35And the tenants took his servants and beat one, 
killed another, and stoned another. 36Again he sent other servants, more than the first. And 
they did the same to them. 37Finally he sent his son to them, saying, ‘They will respect my 
son.’ 38But when the tenants saw the son, they said to themselves, ‘This is the heir. Come, 
let us kill him and have his inheritance.’ 39And they took him and threw him out of the 
vineyard and killed him. 40When therefore the owner of the vineyard comes, what will he do 
to those tenants?” 41They said to Him, “He will put those wretches to a miserable death and 
let out the vineyard to other tenants who will give him the fruits in their seasons.” 42Jesus 
said to them, “Have you never read in the Scriptures: “‘The stone that the builders rejected 
has become the cornerstone; this was the Lord's doing, and it is marvelous in our eyes’? 
43Therefore I tell you, the kingdom of God will be taken away from you and given to a 
people producing its fruits. 46And the one who falls on this stone will be broken to pieces; 
and when it falls on anyone, it will crush him.” 45When the chief priests and the Pharisees 
heard His parables, they perceived that He was speaking about them. 46And although they 
were seeking to arrest Him, they feared the crowds, because they held Him to be a prophet. 
 

P This is the Gospel of the Lord. 

C Praise to You, O Christ. 
 
 
HYMN “Praise, Love, Serve” 

(tune: Hosanna, Loud Hosanna - ELLACOMBE) 

 
Our God and Father, made the earth, And when we went astray, 

Our God, the Son, descended here To take our sins away. 
With His own blood He bought us. He broke the bonds of sin. 

Then God the Spirit came into Our hearts to dwell within. 
 

In gratitude we pledge ourselves, to Him with all we have. 
Our hands will work; our voices sing; our lips proclaim His love. 

His errands we’ll do gladly; His Gospel we’ll defend; 
Our silver and our gold we’ll use — His Kingdom to extend. 

 
Wherever He has need of us, we will His call obey. 

Whenever He calls out to us, we’ll answer right away. 
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His will is ours that lost souls will turn away from sin 
And come to have eternal life through fellowship with Him. 

 
 
SERMON “THE PRODUCE OF GOD” Matthew 21:33–46 

Pastor Jim Sprengle 
 

 
WE SING OUR FAITH – THE CREED IN SONG  
 

“In God We Believe” 
(tune: Immortal, Invisible) 

 
In God we believe:  the Creator whose pow’r 

In mercy has brought us for worship this hour. 
He graciously grants us our years and our days 

And blesses with kindness our work and our ways. 
 

In Jesus, the Savior, our hope is secured. 
True God and true man once the cross He endured 

To grant our lives wholeness, forgiveness of sin. 
With hearts freed from guilt, we know true peace within. 

 
God’s Spirit at work in our lives we confess; 

With power and truth the church now He does bless. 
As saints, God’s forgiven, one day we shall then 

Be living in glory forever.  Amen. 
 
THE LWML PLEDGE 
 
In fervent gratitude for the Savior's dying love and His blood-bought gift of 
redemption we dedicate ourselves to Him with all that we are and have; and in 
obedience to His call for workers in the harvest fields, we pledge Him our willing 
service wherever and whenever He has need of us. We consecrate to our Savior our 
hands to work for Him, our feet to go on His errands, our voice to sing His praises, 
our lips to proclaim His redeeming love, our silver and our gold to extend His 
Kingdom, our will to do His will, and every power of our life to the great task of 
bringing the lost and the erring into eternal fellowship with Him. Amen. 
 
 
TITHES AND OFFERINGS 
(Our offerings are made as an act of worship, given in loving response to all that God has 
graciously given us, both materially and spiritually.) 
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PRAYER OF THE CHURCH  
 

P For the peace from above and for our salvation, let us pray to the Lord: 

C  Lord, have mercy. 
 

P For the peace of the whole world, for the well-being of the Church of God, and for 
the unity of all, let us pray to the Lord: 

C  Lord, have mercy. 

 

P For this holy house and for all who offer here their worship and praise, let us pray to 
the Lord: 

C  Lord, have mercy. 
 

P For the mission of the Lutheran Women’s Missionary League to assist each woman 
of The Lutheran Church—Missouri Synod in affirming her relationship with the 
Triune God so that she is enabled to use her gifts in ministry to the people of the 
world, and to support global missions through the gathering of mites and providing 
of mission grants, let us pray to the Lord: 

C  Lord, have mercy. 
 

P For all Your kingdom people that they may produce kingdom fruit to Your glory and 
for the expansion of Your kingdom on earth, let us pray to the Lord: 

C  Lord, have mercy. 
 

P For those who work to bring peace, justice, health, and protection in this and every 
place, let us pray to the Lord: 

C  Lord, have mercy. 
 

P For favorable weather, for an abundance of the fruits of the earth, and for peaceful 
times, let us pray to the Lord: 

C  Lord, have mercy. 
 

P For the ill, the suffering, and all who mourn… let us pray to the Lord: 

C Lord, have mercy. 
 

P For those who are celebrating… let us pray to the Lord: 

C Lord, have mercy. 
 

P Into Your hands, O Lord, we commend all for whom we pray, trusting in Your 
goodness and remembering with thankfulness Your mercies, which are new every 
morning; through Jesus Christ, our Lord.          

C Amen. 
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THE LORD’S PRAYER 
 

P Finally, let us pray for all those things for which our Lord would have us ask, saying: 

C Our Father Who art in Heaven, hallowed be Thy name, Thy Kingdom come, 
Thy will be done on earth as it is in Heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; 
and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us; 
and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For Thine is the 
Kingdom and the power and the glory, forever and ever. Amen. 

 
 
BENEDICTION Numbers 6:24–26 
 

P Let us bless the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 
 

P  The Lord bless you and keep you. 
The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you. 

The Lord look upon you with favor and T give you peace.            Numbers 6:24–26 

C Amen. 
 
ANNOUNCEMENTS 
(Please read the FYI in your bulletin for additional announcements and information.) 
 
HYMN “Serve the Lord with Gladness” 

(tune – “Onward, Christian Soldiers”) 
 

“Serve the Lord with gladness!” It is He alone 
Who redeemed us sinners, Guides us as His own 

To enjoy the blessings Of His love and grace, 
Will at last in glory Meet us face to face. 

Onward, then, for Jesus! Let this be our aim: 
“Serve the Lord with gladness!” Glorify His name! 

 
“Serve the Lord with gladness!” He gave us command 

To proclaim His Gospel now in every land 
So that fellow sinners may, like us, be blest. 

Leading them to Jesus, we can serve Him best. 
Onward, then, for Jesus! Let this be our aim: 

“Serve the Lord with gladness!” Glorify His name! 
 

“Serve the Lord with gladness!” There’s no greater joy 
Than to serve the Master, work in His employ. 
 As we build His kingdom.  Angels, too, rejoice 
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Over every sinner. Brought to hear His voice. 
 Onward, then, for Jesus! Let this be our aim: 

 “Serve the Lord with gladness!” Glorify His name! 
 
DISMISSAL 
 

P Go in peace. Serve the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God! 
 
ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS 
Scripture taken from The Holy Bible, English Standard Version Copyright © 2001 by Crossway Bibles, a division of Good 
News Publishers. Capitalization of pronouns referring to the Deity has been added and is not part of the original English 
Standard Version text. 

2020 LWML Sunday Worship Service authored by Rev. Larry Krueger. The author grants permission for use in local worship 
settings. 

“LWML Pledge”, © 1955 LWML authored by Rev. Harry Fricke 

"Praise, Love, Serve" Based on LWML Pledge, Text: Jean Hansen Kammerer, 

“Serve the Lord With Gladness”, Text: Prof. Ernest Lewerenz, 

 

 

 

 

 

 

ANNOUNCEMENTS—FYI OCTOBER 4, 2020 

† VIRUS UPDATE RELATED TO CHURCH ACTIVITIES 
All Church activities are canceled until further notice. Although we are not fearful, we 
continue to take prudent measures to reduce the spread of COVID-19 in our community. 
Please stay at home, do not go out unless it is unavoidable, wear an appropriate face 
mask and stay 6 feet away from others. You may call the office phone and listen to 
current messages, check the web site and your email to stay up on the latest news.  

† ASCENSION HELP LINE – 971-715-1416 
Our goal is to offer practical help for our members and friends in need during this difficult 
time. We have volunteers who are willing to run errands, bring groceries, or help with other 
needs. In addition, volunteers can call to check on people, offer a connection, and pray. 
Please leave your name, number, and as clearly as possible describe your need, and a 
HELP LINE Volunteer will return your call within 24 hours.  

† ALTERNATIVE FOR HOMEBOUND WORSHIP 

• Online Daily Devotions are on our Facebook page: Ascension Lutheran Church and 
School - Portland 

• Radio: KPDQ on 93.9FM Sunday mornings at 7:00am.  

• alcportland.org for Bible Studies and Worship Services 
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BAPTISM BIRTHDAYS  

Emily Whitney   10/10 

BIRTHDAYS  

Keith Erdmann  10/4   Linda Fogarty   10/5 
Emily Edwards  10/6   Diana Laxton   10/7 
Lila Theye   10/8   Savannah Spencer  10/10 

WEDDING ANNIVERSARIES  

Randy and Marcia Bryant Oct 7, 1977 
 
 
PRAYER NEEDS?  
Contact the church office with any requests at 503-665-8821 or  
e-mail: office@alcportland.org\ 

PRAYERS ARE REQUESTED FOR: 
Elly Brown, Bonnie Webber, Mike Hatley, The family of Alejandra Gamboa, The Family of 
Randy Arronson, Mary Niska, Jack Webber, Larry Hart, Bill Ritchie, Colleen Ek Yah, 
Esperanza Gutierrez, Brian Laxton, Virginia Hunt, John Eilers and Family, Marty 
Blankenburg, Richard Robertson, Lewis Eilers, Wayne Rippon, Rich Zahursky, Audrey 
Bauch, Alan Bauch, Leonard Murphy, Bruce Blubaum, Judy Blubaum, Ray Brown, Antonia 
Martinez (mother of Esperanza Gutierrez), Ella Murray, Ava Wentela (Sue Wentela’s 
granddaughter), Carol Santorufo (sister of Sue Wentela), *Ordena Laxton, *Jean Smith, 
*Barbara Schrader, *Dale Porath *Home Bound.  
All those suffering or infected with Covid-19. 
 
PRAY FOR OUR MILITARY:  
Marie Cassetty Brown, Air Force — Ramstein Air Base, Germany AFB LA (sister-in-law of 
Wanda Cassetty); 
Jaden Keup, Army – deployed (great-nephew of Karon Keup); 
Jon Porath, Air Force — Nellis Air Force Base, Las Vegas NV (son of Dale and Sherry 
Porath);  
Dakota Saunders, US Navy — Based in Cecilia Italy (godson of Carrie Graham); 
Alex Williamson, Air Force, Reserve — Washington (grandson of Rebecca Williamson); 
Michael Williamson, Air Force, Reserve — Texas (grandson of Rebecca Williamson); 
Jamie Wong-Lopez, Marines — Annapolis MD (nephew of Kevin and Merci McInaney); 
Clayton Wright Air Force – Yokota AFB Japan (grandson of Virginia Jacobs); 
Colton Wright, Navy — Assigned to USS Harry S. Truman (grandson of Virginia Jacobs);  
Tyler Young, Navy — Deployed (nephew of Randy and Karen Arronson). 
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1440 SE 182nd Avenue, Portland, OR 97233 

Church: 503-665-8821 · Childcare Center: 503-667-6750 
Web Site: www.alcportland.org 

Church Office Hours: Monday–Friday 9am to 3pm 

Our Mission Statement: Go and Share Jesus Christ 
Our Vision Statement: Take part…Join Jesus on His mission 

The members of Ascension Lutheran Church are committed to being God’s witnesses in 
Gresham, and in all of Portland and the Northwest, and to the ends of the earth (Acts 1:8): 

With the universal Christian Church, we believe, teach and respond to the love of the Triune 
God— the Father, Creator of all that exists; the Son Jesus Christ, Who left His home in 
Heaven to become flesh and blood, to suffer and die for the sins of all peoples of the world, 
and Who rose from the grave, victorious over sin, death and the devil, that we too might live 
with Him in Heaven; and the Holy Spirit, Who creates faith in our hearts in Christ Jesus 
through God’s Word and Sacrament. The three Persons of the Holy Trinity are one God, 
co-equal and co-eternal. The core teachings of our faith from the Lutheran perspective can 
be summarized in three short phrases: Grace alone, Scripture alone, Faith alone. 
 

STAFF 
Rev. Jim Sprengle, Pastor 

pastor@alcportland.org 

Ruberto Ek Yah, Vicar 
vicar@alcportland.org 

Rev. Dan Critchett, Christian Outreach  
pastordan@alcportland.org 

Brad Hall, Worship and Music Coordinator 
worship@alcportland.org 

Michele Sprengle, Office Administrator 
office@alcportland.org 

Sonshiner Ministry 
sonshiners@alcportland.org 

Barbara Vaughn, Childhood Center 
Director 

director@alcportland.org 

Bonnie Webber, Treasurer 
Rebecca Williamson, Assistant Treasurer 

treasurer@alcportland.org 

Wanda Cassetty, Council Secretary 
council@alcportland.org 

 


