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“It Can’t Be!” – Pr Jim Sprengle, August 30, 2020 
 
I. Matthew 16:25-26 – 24 Then Jesus told His disciples, “If anyone would come 

after Me, let him deny himself and take up his cross and follow Me. 25 For 
whoever would save his life will lose it, but whoever loses his life for My sake 
will find it. 

II. The world has a way of claiming us. 
a. All through life we are pulled and pushed, tempted and encouraged to 

follow social norms, society’s standards, and go after worldly pursuits.  
b. Many times when we tell others that we attend church, bible studies, or we 

have faith in Jesus, they brush us off as wasting our time or say something 
like, “That’s nice for you…”  

i. This usually means they see zero value in dedicating time to such 
nonsense 

c. Even people who are Christians and attend church still see it as an 
extension of the world –  

i. They treat the local church and pastor like a business…sort of 
transactional… if I give, I should get…   

1. “I’m not donating until we can get back to in-person worship”  
2. “I’m not getting anything out of the services… they just don’t do 

anything for me”  
3. “If we don’t do things for my special project, I just won’t give my 

donations anymore” 
d. And even if we Christians don’t see the church as a business, the world still 

tries to claim us at every turn. 
i. Consider the subtle and not-so-subtle messages we get from the 

media –  
1. Reality TV shows that are pushing boundaries highlighting 

polyamorous relationships (or multiple partners) – or they make 
a big deal out of all kinds of alternative lifestyles… 

2. You see casual sex between people – whether it’s the same 
gender or not – or whether the people are married or not 

3. You see rich and famous people showing you how great it is to 
live the lifestyle that focuses on self 

4. Many times, the media shows people of faith as these “bad 
guys” who are repressed and intolerant – while the “good guys” 
are the ones just trying to be happy. 

ii. When all of these pressures to conform to society and the world are 
on our neighbors and friends, they try to pull us in as well  

1. Jesus says in John 15:19, “If you were of the world, the world 
would love you as its own; but because you are not of the 
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world, but I chose you out of the world, therefore the world 
hates you.” 

2. The world is trying to claim us, but the cross we bear is to 
remain faithful to Jesus. 

III. Jesus begins today’s Gospel reading with the cross He must bear. 
a. Rather than letting the world claim Him, He will selflessly give up His life to 

claim the world.  
b. He sees ahead to what will happen and begins to explain and make known 

this reality to those around Him. 
c. Jesus must become the sacrificial lamb, or the Lamb of God who would 

take away the sins of the world. (John 1:29) 
d. What a shock for the disciples to hear that Jesus would face such a terrible 

death… false charges and accusations, torture and mocking… and the 
cruelest of all executions – crucifixion 

e. Peter takes Jesus aside and says, “It can’t be!! You cannot die like this 
because I won’t let it happen!” 

f. Jesus knows that Peter has the world in mind, so He clears it up quickly –
“You are not setting your mind on the things of God, but on the things of 
man” vs 23 

i. For us, it’s so difficult to comprehend how God’s ways are so much 
higher and different than our ways (Isaiah 55:8-9)  

ii. It can’t be that God would choose to die on a cross to save us from 
what we deserve – but He did – and it changes everything for us 
today. 

g. In that great defeat for Jesus through His torture and execution, was a 
great victory in life from the grave – a great victory over our sin 

h. As the world does everything in its power to claim us, Jesus sweeps in and 
puts His claim on us as children of God. 

IV. With Jesus as our Savior, we realize our lives are in His hands. 
a. When Jesus tells us to take up our crosses and follow Him, we don’t 

exclaim, “It can’t be!!”  
b. Yes, our Lord has a plan for us… not to be claimed by the world, but as it 

says in Hebrews 12, “Therefore, since we are surrounded by so great a 
cloud of witnesses, let us also lay aside every weight, and sin which clings 
so closely [the world that tries to claim us!], and let us run with endurance 
the race that is set before us, 2 looking to Jesus, the founder and perfecter 
of our faith, who for the joy that was set before him endured the cross, 
despising the shame, and is seated at the right hand of the throne of God.” 
(Heb. 12:1-2 ESV) 

c. Not only do we have Jesus as our example, but we have all the people of 
faith before us who took up their crosses in the faith.  

V. Some of you may know the story of William Borden. 
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a. Bill was born in 1887, in Chicago, and his dad was a millionaire from silver 
mining in Colorado.  

i. He became a Christian at an early age when his mom started going 
to church, and wanted to serve God with his whole life.  

ii. In his high school years, he went to a boarding school for wealthy 
kids where many still go today if they want to get into Ivy League 
schools.  

iii. After graduating, his parents gave him a trip around the world with a 
chaperone.  

1. When Bill traveled the world, he realized that people needed to 
hear the Gospel message more than he needed to follow in the 
path his father wanted for him.  

b. So he comes back to America as an 18-year-old, enters Yale, and begins 
leading people to Jesus.  

i. One of the entries found in his journal said, “Say ‘no’ to self and ‘yes’ to 
Jesus every time.”  

ii. In fact, he saw the world claiming his fellow students at Yale, so he 
started a prayer and bible study group that ended up gathering in 
1000 of the 1300 students there each and every week! 

iii. He also worked for the poor, and one person visiting America said the 
one thing that stood out for them on their trip was a young millionaire 
knelt down with their arm around a bum off the Yale campus. 

c. After graduating from Yale, Borden graduated from Princeton Theological 
Seminary, and made plans to go to China as a missionary to Muslims. 

i. He decided to first study Arabic and the religion of Islam, so he 
stopped in Cairo, Egypt on the way… where he got spinal meningitis 
and died inside of a month. 

ii. At 25-years-old, William Borden had taken up his cross and devoted 
his entire life to Jesus… and in the process, he gave his very life. 

iii. The family buried him in Cairo, and the last part of the epithet on his 
gravestone reads: “Apart from faith in Christ, there is no explanation 
for such a life.” 

d. Borden had walked away from his fortune to take the gospel of Jesus to the 
nations of the world.  

i. Most regarded his death as a tragedy; however, God took the tragedy 
and did something far greater than Borden could ever do himself. 

ii. When young men and women read Borden’s story in the newspapers 
of America, it inspired them to leave all they had and give their lives 
to reach the nations with the gospel of Jesus Christ.1  

e. When we try to stop Jesus… when we say, “It can’t be!” Jesus simply says, 
“My ways are greater than yours… take up your cross and follow me… lose 
your life for My sake, and you will find true life in the process.”  
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f. Not all of us are a William Borden… but we still take up our crosses and 
forsake the world’s claim on us. 

g. By the power of Christ’s work on the cross and the empty tomb, the Holy 
Spirit’s dwelling in us, and the Word which guides us along the way, we no 
longer say, “It can’t be…” we confidently say, “IT CAN BE!” amen.  

 
1 Ronnie Floyd, "Go forward in what God is leading you to do in life," Fox News (7-15-18) 


