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“Handoff” – Pr Jim Sprengle, Ascension Lutheran Church, 6/14/2020 
 

I. Matthew 9:36-38 – 36 When He saw the crowds, He had compassion for them, 
because they were harassed and helpless, like sheep without a shepherd. 
37 Then He said to His disciples, “The harvest is plentiful, but the laborers are 
few; 38 therefore pray earnestly to the Lord of the harvest to send out laborers 
into His harvest.” 

II. June is the first month we consider harvesting crops. 
a. The raspberries and strawberries might be ripe, and in a few weeks many 

other fruits and vegetables will be ready for harvest. 
b. I come from a place in the Colorado mountains that had a very short 

growing season, and I’ve always been amazed at the many fruits and 
vegetables that grow here in Oregon.  

c. Let’s just pretend that you have a strawberry farm.  
i. You have no other source of income, so you count on each year’s 

harvest to feed your family and pay the bills – it is a “make it” or 
“break it” scenario every year. 

ii. As you walk through the rows of your fields you see that the 
strawberries are ripe, and the clock begins to tick – you must harvest 
now. 

iii. Unfortunately, with the coronavirus, there are no workers around to 
help…  

1. Thousands and thousands of dollars and all the work that went 
into this crop is at stake…  

2. As days go by, you begin to see the strawberries overripe and 
rotting… the loss is adding up 

3. What do you do? How do you feel?  
a. I want you to dwell on the scene of sitting in a living room 

looking out a big picture window at your fields, watching 
overripe strawberries begin to rot.  

III. The harvest is plentiful, but the workers are few. 
a. I hope you feel the urgency… I hope you feel the urge to pray that God 

would help by sending workers 
b. Each day might be too late for many of the strawberries that die…  
c. In our reading today, Jesus is sending out the twelve Apostles to begin the 

harvest of souls within the Jewish people. 
d. He sees the crowds everywhere He goes and has compassion on them – 

they are misled… they need leaders to guide them in the right way. 
i. If you go back through the chapters leading up to this reading in the 

Gospel of Matthew, you see Jesus showing mercy and compassion 
on the people whom others have decided to ignore or reject. 
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ii. Even Levi, who is also known as Matthew, who wrote the words of 
our Gospel today was shown mercy and compassion by Jesus. 

1. He was rejected by all the Pharisees and religious people 
because he worked for the Romans collecting taxes. 

2. Jesus sees the broken and outcasts – the sheep without a 
shepherd (vs. 36) and He brings them in – He loves them. 

e. You see, these people have leaders who teach them that they can save 
themselves by the good they do. 

i. As if an overripe strawberry could somehow pick itself and save itself 
from rotting… That’s what the religious leaders were teaching though. 

ii. If you simply do your best and follow the Law of God, your hard work 
will get you right with Him.  

iii. How defeating is that? No one can possibly measure up to God’s 
perfect standards – people were helpless and harassed – hopeless  

IV. As Christians, when we look out at the fields of people, what do we see? 
a. I see many people without faith in Jesus…  who are being misled.  
b. Where do people look for salvation or help in this world? 

i. Sometimes it comes from self-help leaders and turning inward 
1. TED talks and YouTube videos and video blogs provide the 

latest and greatest ways to be the very best person. 
2. Therapists and counselors teach that we can fix our problems 

and become whole again by how we think. 
3. Endless Facebook posts and quotes say things like, “Your 

power is limitless if you just look within” 
ii. People also look for help from educational leaders 

1. Professors and teachers hold a powerful presence in people’s 
lives… making knowledge all-important 

2. To some people, knowledge is power – and the more you 
know, the more you influence others and become enlightened 

iii. Some look to political leaders… others to the leaders of 
causes…some look to business leaders, medical leaders, sports 
leaders… and still others look to spiritual leaders outside the 
Christian faith. 

c. None of these have the power to save… these leaders only offer false hope 
i. Sure, they might make a person wealthy, knowledgeable, or even 

happy to some extent. 
ii. Yet, everything outside of God relies on self – just like the poor 

people of Jesus’ day, people are trying to save themselves by their 
own power and work… and putting their trust in false leaders. 

V. Jesus was sent to harvest people and prepare the laborers for the harvest 
a. Can you just see Jesus sitting in the farmhouse, looking out the big picture 

window into His fields? 
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b. He watches with compassion and mercy, knowing that the harvest is slowly 
going bad… the people are being led astray without hope.  

c. Jesus looks upon the people who don’t know Him with compassion, not 
with contempt like we so often do.  

i. As Christians, we often look at the people of all different walks and 
beliefs with disdain because they fight against Jesus and His Word. 

ii. Yet, Jesus sees His enemies with compassion and mercy 
iii. Jesus sees all these people as ripened fruit and the clock is ticking!  

1. They are ready for harvesting as they come to know their true 
Leader. 

d. Remember the story that is much later in this Gospel of Matthew (23:37-39) 
where Jesus is so sad over Jerusalem, and how He wants to bring them in 
like a mother hen with her chicks… but they won’t listen?  

e. That’s what is so amazing about Jesus Christ the Savior… He came into a 
world that wants nothing to do with Him – people who think they are fine 
without Him – even people who hate Him… 

i. And gave up His life for them. 
ii. “God shows His love for us in that while we were still sinners, Christ 

died for us,” (Romans 5:8); while we were enemies we were 
reconciled to God by the death of His Son (Romans 5:10) 

f. Jesus didn’t stay dead, He defeated death by rising from the grave and 
even ascending into heaven…and as we celebrated Pentecost Day, the 
Holy Spirit came as our Helper.  

VI. By the power of the Holy Spirit, we are chosen to labor in the harvest field! 
a. Jesus began the race 2000 years ago and the clock is ticking… people are 

living and dying without faith in Jesus as their Savior! 
b. To give you another analogy, Jesus is handing off the baton in the relay 

race to you…  
i. I ran relays in track when I was in middle and high school 

1. When that gun sounded and the person with the baton came 
sprinting toward me, I was so nervous and anxious! 

2. But imagine if I was just ho hum… they race toward me full 
speed, and I stoop down to tie my shoe… maybe I still have my 
warmups on… maybe I just lie down in my lane and look up to 
the sky and clouds, daydreaming… what if I did all that AFTER 
they handed the baton off to me? 

ii. Now, you might be in the stands, watching this whole thing take 
place. How do you feel? Dear LORD! Please help this relay racer to 
come to his senses!! Please oh Lord, help him be ready when that 
other person arrives with the baton and sends them!! 

1. If you cannot preach like Paul or whatever… you can still pray.  
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2. Are you off the hook? No one is truly on the sidelines, we are all 
a part of the relay to some extent.  

c. Again, compassion is the underlying drive of our God – people are dying 
around us without knowing the TRUTH!! 

i. Yes, we pray for workers to go out into the harvest – and some are 
pastors and professional church workers… but the vast majority are 
people like you. 

d. In a great heavenly handoff, the baton is now with you… now go! Amen. 
 
 


