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“Jesus: The Son of Abraham” – Pr Jim Sprengle, December 9, 2020 
 

I. Matthew 1:1-2  - “The book of the genealogy of Jesus Christ, the son of 
David, the son of Abraham. Abraham was the father of Isaac, and Isaac the 
father of Jacob, and Jacob the father of Judah and his brothers” 

II. It’s always interesting to research our family history…  
a. I’ve talked about this before, but deep down, many people who research 

their ancestry hope they will find out that they are related to someone 
famous.  

i. Everyone wants to tell people that their great-great grandfather was 
Abraham Lincoln or Wyatt Earp or Mark Twain.   

ii. Genealogies always make us curious to see who the people are and 
how far back we can go. 

b. Now when we look at Jesus’ family tree in Matthew, it goes back around 
2000 years… all the way back to Abraham.  

i. Think about that for a minute… what if you could figure out 2000 
years of your family history!  

1. That would get you all the way back to the time of Jesus!  
ii. In the same way, Jesus could look back about 2000 years to 

Abraham… and all the Jews looked at this with great pride – the 
family tree was everything to them 

c. From that family tree, they were tied to the land where they lived, as Jacob 
divvied it up between the 12 tribes of Israel 

i. However, Jesus would become an even bigger deal than the land, 
the family tree, or anything else for that matter.  

ii. You see, even though Abraham was a type of starting point in the 
ancestral line, it was Jesus who gave the ultimate inheritance.  

III. Abraham was an unlikely person to start a family line.  
a. Before he was Abraham, his name was Abram, and God called him to 

move from his home in Haran and make a new home.  
b. As old as he was, God still told him that he would start a great nation… that 

the whole world would be blessed by him.  
c. Abram’s wife, Sarai, was far too old to have kids, but God made it known 

that they would have so many children in their family line that it would be 
like the stars in the sky.  

d. Even by today’s medical miracles, Sarai at the age of 90, would not be able 
to have a baby… the idea even made her laugh when God told her.  

e. But all things are possible with God... and Abram “believed God, and the 
Lord counted it to him as righteousness.” (Genesis 15:6; Romans 4:3)  

f. Out of that one child, Isaac, would come the twins, Esau and Jacob, and 
from Jacob came the 12 Tribes of Israel… all the way down to Joseph and 
Mary…  
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g. God’s promise came true, just as He told Abraham it would.  
IV. Searching your family tree can be disappointing…  

a. Most people don’t find anyone famous, just ordinary folks. 
b. In many ways, Jesus had ordinary people as ancestors too… 

i. Abraham was an average guy with a beautiful wife, as a couple of 
kings tried to claim her as a bride – and he was too scared to do 
anything about it. 

ii. Then when Sarah decided to take matters into her own hands, she 
had Abraham have a baby with the maidservant Hagar…and 
Abraham didn’t stick to God’s plan 

iii. Abraham, as respected and important as he was in the Jewish faith, 
was also the beginning of all kinds of sin and brokenness… people 
who lied and stole, deceived and lusted, murdered and hated.  

iv. Abraham was just like everyone else, a sinner from the line of Adam 
– and just another person who passed along the sin sickness that 
infects us all.  

c. No matter who we are, every human being has sin and brokenness that 
make them no one special.  

i. The Jews in Jesus’ time thought that they were special because 
Abraham was their forefather… almost like they were saved because 
of that…  

ii. They couldn’t see what Jesus was saying… that we all need more 
than our ancestors… we need God.  

d. We’re no different… people constantly look to their family of good, church 
going, faithful believers, and forget they don’t get saved by that… we get 
saved by faith.  

e. That’s the point of Abraham – he believed God and it was counted to him 
as being righteous.  

V. Abraham is our example. 
a. He was humble enough to keep following and trusting in God no matter 

how strange and impossible it seemed. 
b. He believed in the promises, and especially that somehow one of his 

children would bless the whole world. 
c. That child was Jesus, the son of Abraham… the one who became a 

sacrifice (unlike the Abraham’s son, Isaac).  
d. Here’s the best part… Abraham’s line is still growing! 
e. Every single time a baby is given the miracle of Baptism… every time a 

person comes to faith as they hear the Word of God… a new child is born 
in the line of Abraham.  

f. God’s promise that Abraham’s offspring would be like the stars in the sky or 
the sand on the beaches is true.  

VI. Where does that leave us today? 
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a. First of all, we are children of Abraham by faith – we are a part of the 
promise that God made to him.  

b. Secondly, we have a faith that keeps us connected to our God through the 
ups and downs of life.  

i. Imagine how difficult it must have been for Abram leaving his home 
on a journey with no clear idea where he would end up. 

ii. Now, imagine your own life… do any of us have an idea where we 
will end up?  

iii. Each day is another exercise in faith and trust, as we trudge along, 
seeking to carry out God’s will.  

c. This past year or so has been a real test of our faith with all the challenges.  
i. Any kind of confidence we might have had in the world to deliver or 

help us is gone…  
ii. If there is a light in this darkness, or a positive from all this negative, it 

might be that people in general are less inclined to trust the world to 
deliver them and more inclined to trust in God. 

iii. We walk by faith and not by sight (2 Corinthians 5:7) and our 
confidence comes from a God who follows through on His promises.  

d. Nowhere else are we given solid ground and peace. 
e. We are God’s children… even sons and daughters of Abraham by our faith 

in Jesus.  
i. And just like Abraham, we look forward to a better place – a land of 

promise where all the sin and heartache are no more.  
ii. As Jesus returns on the Last Day, each of us will see firsthand the 

promises of God are fulfilled beyond our wildest imagination.  
f. So sure, you can tell people that Abraham was in your family tree… but not 

because he was anything special… it was because he had faith. 
g. In the same way, we believe the promises of God… who in spite of our 

troubled past and brokenness… made us a part of the family. Amen.1  
 
 
 
 
 
 
1 Sermon adapted from Rev. R. Lee Hagan, President, Missouri District, LC-MS, 
Advent-Christmas Series, Concordia Pulpit Resources, 2020. 
 


