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“Sealed in Blood” – Pr Jim Sprengle – Maundy Thursday, April 1, 2021 
 

I. Exodus 24:8 – 8 And Moses took the blood and threw it on the people and 
said, “Behold the blood of the covenant that the Lord has made with you in 
accordance with all these words.” 

II. Have you seen The Passion of the Christ movie?  
a. Most of you have either seen the movie, or know something about it. 
b. I remember going to the movie theater in Seward, Nebraska when it first 

came out.  
i. I had a nervous feeling in the pit of my stomach because I heard 

about the realism of Jesus’ torture and death. 
ii. In fact, it was the only R-rated Christian film I know of, and it is still 

the highest grossing R-rated movie of all time, regardless of genre. 
c. The problem for many people is they cannot stand all the blood 

i. To see the suffering of another human being is difficult. 
1. But when we see that suffering through the lens of a sacrifice 

for our sins… it becomes that much harder to watch. 
2. It adds a personal connection that we cannot distance 

ourselves from… 
3. Jesus went through all that for me… for you… He bled and died 

for us. 
d. I’m always careful to censor the goriest details from kids – to make the 

story of Jesus’ death age appropriate 
i. Sometimes a parent will explain that they aren’t even comfortable 

with using the word, “death” around their child.  
ii. That becomes an obvious challenge because if we can’t say death, 

then what does the resurrection mean? 
iii. I understand the desire to shield the minds of our kids, but even as 

adults, we want the watered-down version  
e. Our world is increasingly offended by the Old Testament, the sacrifice of 

animals, and the blood that is required to appease the wrath of God. 
III. Moses gives us a sign of things to come in our reading today. 

a. First of all, he prepares an altar at the foot of Mt Sinai – after God has given 
him the 10 Commandments. 

i. What is an altar for? 
1. Altars were an actual place to sacrifice or put something to 

death… but they also symbolized putting things to death in the 
hearts of the people 

2. They were for giving up the will and personal desires, and in a 
sense, sacrificing them to God’s will and desires. 

b. Besides the altar, we also see the sign of blood. 
i. What does blood represent? 
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1. Blood equals life… it is the life force of people and animals 
2. Though it might seem offensive to some, God required the life 

(the blood), to cover the death and sin of people and the world 
3. Blood was a way for God to cleanse people and the space 

where He was present 
ii. The death of an animal was actually God’s grace in action – because 

the person deserved to die on account of their sins… and instead the 
animal died in their place. 

iii. God’s wrath and judgment requires a payment, and the sacrifice and 
blood of that animal was graciously accepted as an atonement. 

c. We also see this same thing in the Exodus event, as the Passover lamb 
was sacrificed, and its blood was put on the door frames. 

i. Because that lamb died and gave its blood, the firstborn child and 
livestock of the Hebrew slaves were “passed over” by the angel of 
death – the lamb died, and the firstborn did not   

d. So God gives Moses the Ten Commandments on Mt. Sinai, and then 
Moses comes down and sets up an altar 

i. The sacrifices included basins of blood – half of which was thrown on 
the altar – a symbol of God’s grace in accepting an animal’s death 
instead of His people 

ii. It also made the altar holy and “cleansed” for God’s presence 
e. Then Moses does something very strange by today’s standards – he 

throws the rest of the blood on the people 
i. But first… he reads the words of the Book of the Covenant – God’s 

instruction and ways of setting them apart as His people 
ii. They agree to do everything it says (we know how that worked out – 

not very well) and then Moses throws the blood on them. 
iii. Maybe it was sprinkling them, maybe more – but the point is God 

made the first move – He saved them, showed them mercy by 
accepting the death of animals instead of their lives, and then sealed 
the covenant or agreement in blood. 

iv. The blood, the life, allowed them to be in the presence of God 
f. The end of our reading is also strange for another reason… the elders and 

Moses ate with God 
i. We read elsewhere that no one can be in God’s presence and live – 

God is just too holy and powerful, and we are too sinful and weak. 
ii. So, what happened here? 

1. In this case, they were consecrated or cleaned and set apart by 
the blood  

2. And as a wonderful sign of the covenant that was sealed in 
blood, they shared an intimate time of table fellowship – eating 
with the God of the universe. 



3 
 

IV. Fast forward some 1400 years… 
a. Jesus, the Messiah, is the reality of which all those animals and that blood 

could only symbolize. 
b. The beauty of the Old Testament is that it comes together as a cohesive 

unit to point to… Jesus. 
i. All of the stories and prophecies have Jesus, the coming Savior, 

intertwined and foreshadowed in them.  
ii. In the case of Exodus 24, we can see the altar for sacrifices and the 

blood… and we can even see a meal with God…(point to our altar) 
c. As Jesus sat with His disciples, they were remembering the Passover… the 

way God used the blood of a lamb to rescue them from bondage.  
i. In that meal, Jesus set up a new covenant or way to move forward 

with God 
ii. He knew that HE would become the sacrifice that would end 

sacrifices forever (no more bloody altars and animals) 
iii. Jesus knew that HE would become the gateway to a personal, 

intimate relationship with God – without payment of blood 
d. So He spoke the words of institution – or, this is My body (with bread in 

hand) and this is My blood (with wine in hand) – eat and drink 
i. The mystery of bread and wine as Jesus’ body and blood 
ii. Remember, He didn’t say this is “like” or this now “symbolizes” – It 

was solemn, like a last will and testament – This is… My body… This 
is… My blood. 

iii. No, the disciples wouldn’t understand until later what Jesus was 
doing, but after His sacrifice, by His shed blood and death – they 
would see that this meal replaces the sacrifices from before…  

iv. Not only that, but it adds the intimate connection… In other words, 
being in the presence of God they shared an intimate time of table 
fellowship – eating and drinking with the God of the universe  

V. Naturally, we don’t like blood and death. 
a. And yet, by the sacrifice of Jesus, we have a covenant – a bond and 

commitment that is sealed...in blood. 
b. Yes it was gory and bloody and awful… and that was the price that was 

demanded as payment for sin and all its destructive power. 
c. But the death of Jesus was actually God’s pure grace in action… because 

we deserved to die on account of our sins… but instead Jesus died in our 
place.  

d. God’s wrath and judgment requires a payment, and the sacrifice and blood 
of Jesus was graciously accepted in our behalf. 

e. Can you begin to see how all these things tie together because God loves 
us so much?  
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f. So eat and drink with grateful hearts – because by the blood of our Savior 
Jesus, we are sealed – we are forever in a saving relationship with Him. 
Amen. 


