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SEVENTH SUNDAY OF EASTER 
 

May 24, 2020 
 
Welcome to all who are attending our service today. We are glad you are with us! To all 
guests and visitors, we especially extend our hands of friendship. May God bless the 
worship time for each one of you. Please come again!  
 
NURSERY AVAILABLE We have an unstaffed nursery for your convenience and privacy. 
The nursery has audio and video, so you may hear and see the worship service while 
attending to your child.  
 
Holy Communion is celebrated at the 8:30am service on the 1st and 3rd Sundays of the 
month, and at the 11:00 service on the 2nd and 4th Sundays.  
 
 

(P = Pastor, C = Congregation, A = Reader/Assisting) 
 
 

 

T PREPARATION T 
 

 
Theme: “Jesus helps us understand that He invites 

us not into a religion, but a relationship” 
 

AS WE GATHER 
 
Today we find ourselves in a similar situation as the first disciples in Acts 1, left to wonder 
at what awaits us between our Lord’s ascension and His promised return. But we do not 
need to see Him with our eyes to know He is still with us, speaking to and strengthening us 
with His gift of salvation and eternal life. In Holy Baptism, Absolution, Communion, and the 
preaching of His Word, He gives us His mercy. In Jesus, our lives have been transformed. 
We are given power to avoid suffering from our own sinful passions to the blessed suffering 
that marks taking up our cross of faith and following Jesus. As the Day of Pentecost 
approaches, we will understand and believe by means of the Holy Spirit our unity with 
Christ and God the Father through faith in Him. 

 
PRELUDE  
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WELCOME 

 
HYMN “I Love Your Kingdom, Lord” 
 

I love Your kingdom, Lord,  The place of Your abode; 
The Church our blest Redeemer saved  With His own precious blood. 

 
I love Your Church, O God!  Its walls before You stand, 

Dear as the apple of Your eye  And graven on Your hand. 
 

Beyond my highest joy  I prize its Heav’nly ways, 
Its sweet communion, solemn vows,  Its hymns of love and praise. 

 
Sure as Your truth shall last,  To Zion shall be giv’n 

The brightest glories earth can yield  And brighter bliss of Heav’n. 

 
INVOCATION   

 

P In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 
 
 
 
CONFESSION 
 

P Let us confess our sin to the Lord as we pray and sing:  
 

(silent confession/meditation while soloist sings) 
 

I confess to you, O Lord, that I have sinned. 
I confess to you, O Lord, all my sin within. 

I have failed to live for you 
In the things I say and do, 

And have fallen short of living in your love. (ALL sing chorus) 
 

Chorus 
Lord, have mercy on me. 

Lord, have mercy set me free. 
O forgive me, Lord, I pray, 

and take my sin away, 
by the cross and empty grave 

for my soul. 
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I confess to you, O Lord, that I have sinned. 
I confess to you, O Lord, all my sin within. 

I have placed myself above, 
And have hurt the ones I love, 

And I know that only you can set me free. (chorus) 
 

Take us back to the water.  Wash away our sins. 
Welcome us, O Father, Back to Your home again. 

Bless Your sons and daughters, 
And let the feast begin, Let it begin! (chorus) 

 
 

ABSOLUTION 
 

P The Lord has had mercy on you and has sent His Son Jesus Christ as the atoning 
sacrifice for your sins.  By His Word and Promise I declare to you the forgiveness of 

all of your sins in the name of the Father and of the Son T and of the Holy Spirit. 
You are forgiven. You are set free. 

C Amen 
 
 
SALUTATION  
 

P  The Lord be with you. 

C And also with you. 
 
 
PRAYER OF THE DAY 
 

P Let us pray. 
 

You are the King of glory, O Christ; You are the everlasting Son of the Father, now 
seated at His right hand. As You send the Holy Spirit to us through Your Word and 
Sacraments, give us the strengthening of faith to endure all trials and live in the 
hope of eternal life; for You live and reign with the Father and the Holy Spirit, one 
God, now and forever. 

C Amen. 
 
 
SHARING THE PEACE OF THE LORD 
 

P The peace of the Lord be with you all. 

C And also with you. 
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T THE WORD T 
 
EPISTLE 1 Peter 4:12–19 (ESV)  

(Following Christ may result in suffering; just make sure you’re suffering for the right things) 

12 Beloved, do not be surprised at the fiery trial when it comes upon you to test you, as 
though something strange were happening to you. 13 But rejoice insofar as you share 
Christ's sufferings, that you may also rejoice and be glad when His glory is revealed. 14 If 
you are insulted for the name of Christ, you are blessed, because the Spirit of glory  and of 
God rests upon you. 15 But let none of you suffer as a murderer or a thief or an evildoer or 
as a meddler. 16 Yet if anyone suffers as a Christian, let him not be ashamed, but let him 
glorify God in that name. 17 For it is time for judgment to begin at the household of God; and 
if it begins with us, what will be the outcome for those who do not obey the gospel of 
God?18 And “If the righteous is scarcely saved, what will become of the ungodly and the 
sinner?” 19 Therefore let those who suffer according to God's will entrust their souls to a 
faithful Creator while doing good. 
 

A This is the Word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 

 
HOLY GOSPEL John 17:1–11 (ESV)  

(Jesus pours His Heart out to His heavenly Father) 

P The Holy Gospel according to St. John, the seventeenth chapter. 

C Glory to You, O Lord. 

1When Jesus had spoken these words, He lifted up His eyes to heaven, and said, “Father, 
the hour has come; glorify Your Son that the Son may glorify You, 2 since You have given 
Him authority over all flesh, to give eternal life to all whom You have given Him. 3 And this is 
eternal life, that they know You, the only true God, and Jesus Christ whom You have sent. 
4 I glorified You on earth, having accomplished the work that You gave Me to do. 5 And now, 
Father, glorify Me in Your own presence with the glory that I had with You before the world 
existed. 6 “I have manifested Your name to the people whom You gave Me out of the world. 
Yours they were, and You gave them to Me, and they have kept Your word. 7 Now they 
know that everything that You have given Me is from You. 8 For I have given them the 
words that You gave Me, and they have received them and have come to know in truth that 
I came from You; and they have believed that You sent Me. 9 I am praying for them. I am 
not praying for the world but for those whom You have given Me, for they are Yours. 10 All 
Mine are Yours, and Yours are Mine, and I am glorified in them. 11 And I am no longer in the 
world, but they are in the world, and I am coming to You. Holy Father, keep them in Your 
name, which You have given Me, that they may be one, even as We are One. 
 

P This is the Gospel of the Lord. 

C Praise to You, O Christ. 
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HYMN 
“The Church’s One Foundation” 

 
The Church’s one foundation Is Jesus Christ, her Lord; 

She is His new creation By water and the Word. 
From Heav’n He came and sought her To be His holy bride; 
With His own blood He bought her, And for her life He died. 

 
Elect from ev’ry nation, Yet one o’er all the earth; 

Her charter of salvation, One Lord, one faith, one birth. 
One holy name she blesses, Partakes one holy food, 

And to one hope she presses With ev’ry grace endued. 
 

Though with a scornful wonder  Men see her sore oppressed, 
by schisms rent asunder, By heresies distressed, 

yet saints their watch are keeping, Their cry goes up, “How long?” 
And soon the night of weeping Shall be the morn of song. 

 
‘Through toil and tribulation And tumult of her war 

She waits the consummation Of peace forevermore, 
Till with the vision glorious, Her longing eyes are blest, 

And the great Church victorious Shall be the Church at rest. 
 

Yet she on earth hath union With God, the Three in One, 
And mystic sweet communion With those whose rest is won. 

O blessed Heav’nly chorus! Lord, save us by Your grace 
That we, like saints before us, May see You face to face. 

 
 

SERMON “It’s not what you know, it’s who you know”  Pr. Dan Critchett 
3 And this is eternal life, that they know You, the only true God, and Jesus Christ whom You have 
sent.   John 17:3 

 
 

SONG “As The Deer” 

 
As the deer panteth for the water,  So my soul longeth after Thee. 

You alone are my heart’s desire,  And I long to worship Thee. 
 

(chorus) 
You alone are my strength, my shield;  To You alone, may my spirit yield. 

You alone are my heart’s desire,  And I long to worship Thee. 
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You’re my friend and You are my brother,  Even though You are a King. 
I love You more than any other,  So much more than anything.  (chorus) 

 
I want You more than gold or silver,  Only You can satisfy. 

You alone are the real joygiver  And the apple of my eye.  (chorus) 
 
 

APOSTLES’ CREED   
 
I believe in God, the Father Almighty, Maker of Heaven and earth. 

And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord, Who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died and was 
buried. He descended into hell. The third day He rose again from the dead. He 
ascended into Heaven and sits at the right hand of God the Father Almighty. From 
thence He will come to judge the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy Christian Church, the communion of saints, the 
forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen. 
 
 
TITHES AND OFFERINGS ADDRESSED 
(Our offerings are made as an act of worship, given in loving response to all that God has 
graciously given us, both materially and spiritually.) 
 
 
PRAYER OF THE CHURCH 
 

P Let us pray for the whole people of God in Christ Jesus, and for all people according 
to their needs. 

Almighty and merciful God, we give thanks for Your mercy, especially for the 
salvation You have prepared for the whole world through the suffering and 
resurrection of Your Son, Jesus Christ, our Lord. Enable us to walk by faith, 
enduring all trials encountered because of that faith as we deny ourselves, take up 
our cross, and follow Christ. Lord, in Your mercy, 

C hear our prayer. 
 

P We pray that You rule and govern Your Holy Church throughout the world, granting 
Your blessing to all You have called to preach Your Holy Word, in order that we be 
preserved in the pure doctrine of Your saving Word, and that we bear witness to 
Your saving truth. Lord, in Your mercy, 

C hear our prayer. 
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  (A prayer for Memorial Day) 

P Heavenly Father, as our nation pauses tomorrow to remember those in the military 
who have given their lives to preserve the freedoms we enjoy, may we find our 
strength and confidence in You alone, our Rock and our fortress. Be with all who 
serve in our Armed Forces. Bless them and their families. Grant Your loving 
protection. Let peace prevail among all the nations, O God. Especially let Your 
mercy rest upon our land, even as we acknowledge with thanksgiving Your past 
goodness on this country. If it is Your will, preserve the lives of the men and women 
in uniform as they defend our citizenry. Most of all, we pray that You would turn the 
hearts of all – military and civilian – to Your holy Word where we find the true peace 
for our sinful souls that surpasses all understanding. Keep us repentant of sin. Move 
us to know, take hold and treasure Your saving grace through Jesus, our Savior and 
Your beloved Son, who alone gives this peace and hope for eternity. Lord, in Your 
mercy, 

C hear our prayer. 
 

P We pray for the ill, the suffering, and all who mourn…Lord, in Your mercy, 

C hear our prayer. 
 

P We pray for those who are celebrating…Lord, in Your mercy, 

C hear our prayer. 
 

P Into Your hands, O Lord, we commend all for whom we pray, trusting in Your mercy; 
through Your Son, Jesus Christ, our Lord. 

C Amen. 

 
THE LORD’S PRAYER 
 

P Lord Jesus, grant us a blessed hope and a sure confidence as we come boldly 
before Your throne of grace, praying the prayer that You have taught us: 

C Our Father, Who art in Heaven, hallowed be Thy name, Thy Kingdom come, 
Thy will be done on earth as it is in Heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; 
and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us; 
and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For Thine is the 
Kingdom and the power and the glory, forever and ever. Amen. 

 
BENEDICTION  
 

P The Lord bless you and keep you. 
The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you. 

The Lord look upon you with favor and T give you peace.            Numbers 6:24–26 

C Amen. 
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ANNOUNCEMENTS 
(Please read the FYI in your bulletin for additional announcements and information.) 
 
 
HYMN “For All The Saints” 

 

For all the saints who from their labors rest, 
All, who by faith before the world confessed, 

Your Name, O Jesus, be forever blest, Alleluia!  Alleluia! 
 

You were their rock, their fortress, and their might; 
You, Lord, their captain in the well-fought fight; 

You, in the darkness drear, their one true light, Alleluia!  Alleluia! 
 

Oh, blest communion, fellowship divine, 
We feebly struggle, they in glory shine; 

Yet all are one within Your great design.  Alleluia!  Alleluia! 
 

From earth’s wide bounds, from ocean’s farthest coast, 
Through gates of pearl streams in the countless host, 

Singing to Father, Son and Holy Ghost:  Alleluia!  Alleluia! 
 

DISMISSAL 
 

P Go in peace. Serve the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God! 

 

 

ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS 
Scripture taken from The Holy Bible, English Standard Version®, Copyright © 2001 by Crossway Bibles, a division of Good 

News Publishers. Capitalization of pronouns referring to the Deity has been added and is not part of the original English 
Standard Version text. 

Sections of this service were taken from Creative Worship, Copyright © 2018 Concordia Publishing House. Reprinted by 
permission. 

Unless otherwise noted, all hymns printed in this service are in the Public Domain.  

“Confession”, words and music by Michael A. Schmid. Copyright © 2008 by Michael A. Schmid c/o True Vine Music, Napa 
CA. Truevinemusic.com. All rights reserved. Used by permission under CCLI License No. 759893 

“As the Deer” Nystrom, Martin J. © 1984 Maranatha Praise, Inc. CCLI License No. 759893 
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ANNOUNCEMENTS—FYI MAY 24, 2020 

† VIRUS UPDATE RELATED TO CHURCH ACTIVITIES 
All Church activities are canceled until further notice. Although we are not fearful, we will 
take prudent measures to reduce the spread of COVID-19 in our community. Please stay 
at home, do not go out unless it is unavoidable and stay 6 feet away from others. You 
may call the office phone and listen to current messages, check the web site and emails to 
stay up on the latest news so you will be aware of what you need to do to stay healthy.  

† HONORING OUR GRADUATES 
Ellie Graham is graduating with a Bachelors in Science in Business Administration, 
Management and Leadership with a minor in civic engagement and a Certificate in Social 
Innovation & Entrepreneurship. She also made Deans list every quarter every year.  

Ty Fogarty graduated from Concordia with his Administration Certificate. 

Scott Stevison, grandson of Karon Keup, is graduating from Union High School in 
Vancouver and is planning to attend Washington State University. 

Katilyn Roof, granddaughter of Bruce and Judy Blubaum, graduated with a degree in 
Elementary Education. She would like to teach second grade. 

† ASCENSION HELP LINE – 971-715-1416 
Our goal is to offer practical help for our members and friends in need during this difficult 
time. We have volunteers who are willing to run errands, bring groceries, or help with other 
needs. In addition, volunteers can call to check on people, offer a connection, and pray. 
Please leave your name, number, and as clearly as possible describe your need, and a 
HELP LINE Volunteer will return your call within 24 hours.  

† LUTHERAN HOUR MINISTRIES ALTERNATIVE FOR HOMEBOUND WORSHIP 

• Online Daily Devotions are on our Facebook page: Ascension Lutheran Church and 
School - Portland 

• Radio: KPDQ on 93.9FM Sunday mornings at 7:00am.  
 

BAPTISM BIRTHDAYS 
Christian Mukul  5/27   Jeannette Krogh  5/30 

BIRTHDAYS  
Mike Potter    5/24   Gabriel Woods  5/25 
Emanuel Aguilar  5/26   Eric Kreps   5/29 
Debbie Rekdahl  5/30 

WEDDING ANNIVERSARIES – NONE 
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PRAYER NEEDS? Contact the church office with any requests at 503-665-8821 or e-mail: 
office@alcportland.org 

PRAYERS ARE REQUESTED FOR: 
All those suffering or infected with Covid-19, Mike Hatley, The family of Alejandra Gamboa, 
Randy Arronson, Mary Niska, Jack Webber, Larry Hart, Bill Ritchie, Colleen Ek Yah, 
Esperanza Gutierrez, Virginia Hunt, John Eilers and Family, Marty Blankenburg, Richard 
Robertson, Lewis Eilers, Wayne Rippon, Ella Murray, Rich Zahursky, Audrey Bauch, Alan 
Bauch, Leonard Murphy, Bruce Blubaum, Judy Blubaum, Ray Brown, Antonia Martinez 
(mother of Esperanza Gutierrez), Ava Wentela (Sue Wentela’s granddaughter), Carol 
Santorufo (sister of Sue Wentela), *Ordena Laxton, *Jean Smith, *Barbara Schrader, *Dale 
Porath *Home Bound. 

PRAY FOR OUR MILITARY:  
Marie Cassetty Brown, Air Force — Ramstein Air Base, Germany AFB LA (sister-in-law of 
Wanda Cassetty); 
Jaden Keup, Army – deployed (great-nephew of Karon Keup); 
Jon Porath, Air Force — Nellis Air Force Base, Las Vegas NV (son of Dale and Sherry 
Porath);  
Dakota Saunders, US Navy — Based in Cecilia Italy (godson of Carrie Graham); 
Alex Williamson, Air Force, Reserve — Washington (grandson of Rebecca Williamson); 
Michael Williamson, Air Force, Reserve — Texas (grandson of Rebecca Williamson); 
Jamie Wong-Lopez, Marines — Annapolis MD (nephew of Kevin and Merci McInaney); 
Clayton Wright Air Force – Yokota AFB Japan (grandson of Virginia Jacobs); 
Colton Wright, Navy — Assigned to USS Harry S. Truman (grandson of Virginia Jacobs);  
Tyler Young, Navy — Deployed (nephew of Randy and Karen Arronson). 

EVENTS AT ASCENSION LUTHERAN CHURCH – Canceled until further notice 
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1440 SE 182nd Avenue, Portland, OR 97233 
Church: 503-665-8821 · Childcare Center: 503-667-6750 

Web Site: www.alcportland.org 

Church Office Hours: Monday–Friday 9am to 3pm 

Our Mission Statement: Go and Share Jesus Christ 

Our Vision Statement: Take part…Join Jesus on His mission 

The members of Ascension Lutheran Church are committed to being God’s witnesses in 
Gresham, and in all of Portland and the Northwest, and to the ends of the earth (Acts 1:8): 

With the universal Christian Church, we believe, teach and respond to the love of the Triune 
God— the Father, Creator of all that exists; the Son Jesus Christ, Who left His home in 
Heaven to become flesh and blood, to suffer and die for the sins of all peoples of the world, 
and Who rose from the grave, victorious over sin, death and the devil, that we too might live 
with Him in Heaven; and the Holy Spirit, Who creates faith in our hearts in Christ Jesus 
through God’s Word and Sacrament. The three Persons of the Holy Trinity are one God, 
co-equal and co-eternal. The core teachings of our faith from the Lutheran perspective can 
be summarized in three short phrases: Grace alone, Scripture alone, Faith alone. 
 

STAFF 
Rev. Jim Sprengle, Pastor 

pastor@alcportland.org 

Ruberto Ek Yah, Vicar 
vicar@alcportland.org 

Rev. Dan Critchett, Christian Outreach  
pastordan@alcportland.org 

Brad Hall, Worship and Music Coordinator 
worship@alcportland.org 

Michele Sprengle, Office Administrator 
office@alcportland.org 

Sonshiner Ministry 
sonshiners@alcportland.org 

Barbara Vaughn, Childhood Center 
Director 

director@alcportland.org 

Bonnie Webber, Treasurer 
Rebecca Williamson, Assistant Treasurer 

treasurer@alcportland.org 

Wanda Cassetty, Council Secretary 
council@alcportland.org 

 

 


