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I. 1 Peter 2:21 – 21 For to this you have been called, because Christ also 

suffered for you, leaving you an example, so that you might follow in His 
steps. 

II. I grew up in a rural community with a lot of ranches. 
a. Most ranchers raised cattle, but there were a few ranchers that had sheep.  
b. When we think of a shepherd, especially at church, we have a vision of a 

guy wearing sandals and carrying a shepherd’s staff… well, probably 
pictures of Jesus as a shepherd like on our bulletin cover. 

c. My experience with shepherds is a little different than that example though. 
i. One type of shepherd was a sheep rancher who raised sheep on 

their land… usually moving the sheep closer in during the night to 
protect them from wild animals 

ii. The other type of shepherd lived out on the public lands, sometimes 
many miles from anyone else. 

1. These shepherds live in little wagons that resemble the old 
covered wagons of the old west – except they are metal. 

2. Often, they are also brought in from South America on work 
visas because of their professional abilities 

iii. But in either case, these people work very hard to tend to their sheep, 
keep them safe, and to keep them fed and watered.  

iv. It was far from a glorious job, taking care of sick animals, trying to 
keep them from getting eaten by wild animals, dealing with shearing 
the sheep, bum lambs, and all the other feeding duties. 

d. A long time ago, I heard the saying, “A shepherd smells like sheep.”  
i. That might sound like an obvious statement, but when you think 

about a good shepherd, one who is really taking care of the animals, 
he smells like them… you just can’t do it from a distance.  

ii. It is the same for our Savior Jesus, the Good Shepherd, as He works 
in the dirty, lowly job of caring for His people. 

III. It’s not pretty, the kinds of trouble we sheep get into… 
a. On the one hand, we find ourselves facing the difficulties that our own sin 

has caused… 
i. Kind of like the person who sits in prison for a crime they committed. 

They are guilty and they are paying for it with a tough time. 
ii. Sometimes our trials come from poor choices. 
iii. That’s why Peter asks in verse 20, what credit does a person get for 

being punished for a sin they commit – there’s no honor in that. 
b. On the other hand, sometimes our difficulties are caused by the world 

around us –  
i. Natural disasters like tornadoes and floods – or pandemics 
ii. Economic disasters like recessions and job loss 
iii. At times we are the victims of crime or the victims of disease 



1. I’m not sure we have begun to understand the toll that this 
coronavirus will take on the world… the suffering that people 
will go through from a lack of food, the economic strain, really 
every aspect of life…  

iv. These difficulties and suffering are not necessarily brought on by 
what we do… but they are a part of the fallen world that Adam and 
Eve got started. 

c. A third trial that comes upon us is different – and in important ways it is a 
blessing that we are privileged to suffer from… persecution. 

i. In fact, Jesus tells us in the Gospels that it will happen to His 
followers… 

1. In Luke 6:22, Jesus says, “Blessed are you when people hate 
you and when they exclude you and revile you and spurn your 
name as evil, on account of the Son of Man!” 

2. In Matthew 10, Jesus is sending out His disciples, as “…sheep 
in the midst of wolves, so be wise as serpents and innocent as 
doves. Beware of men, for they will deliver you over to courts 
and flog you in their synagogues, and you will be dragged 
before governors and kings for My sake, to bear witness before 
them and the Gentiles,” (Matthew 10:16-18) 

a. The word, “witness” is the Greek word, “mart-OO-ree-on” 
which where we get the word, “martyr.” 

i. For Christians, a martyr as someone who dies for 
their faith in Jesus – Like Stephen in Acts 7 who 
was executed… they stoned him to death because 
he claimed that Jesus is Lord. 

IV. Are we martyrs… do we bear witness? 
a. I know that Good Shepherd Sunday brings visions of the 23rd Psalm and 

Jesus leading us to still waters and green pastures.  
b. However, I don’t know if most Christians are aware of the inherent dangers 

Jesus assumes that we will face for following Him. 
c. Consider your example… Jesus of Nazareth…what did He do? 

i. 1 Peter 2:21 – “Christ also suffered for you, leaving you an example, 
so that you might follow in His steps” 

d. We’ve all heard the saying that all God wants for us is to be happy… or I 
deserve to be happy… but I’m not sure I get that impression… 

i. The overall sense I get is one of devotion… following… sacrificing… 
and considering Jesus as our example.  

ii. When we hide our faith and stay silent to keep from suffering, that is 
not following Jesus 

iii. When we are more concerned about our safety and security – or our 
money than we are about those who don’t know Jesus… that’s not 
following Him. 



iv. When every person we know is a Christian with the exact same views 
we have because it’s too uncomfortable connecting with outsiders… 
that’s not following Him. 

e. Our challenge is to live boldly for Christ in spite of what comes. 
i. It may not be what we want, but God never promises we will get 

through this life without suffering for Him. 
V. Yet, our Good Shepherd, smells like sheep.  

a. Jesus is our example, and He abides with us through all our suffering 
b. Jesus “bore our sins in His body on the tree, that we might die to sin and 

live to righteousness. By His wounds you have been healed,” (1 Peter 2:22)   
c. In a payment… for a debt that was on a cosmic scale… Jesus came into 

our world as an ordinary man… died on the cross just like a common 
criminal… but gave us an extraordinary gift – forgiveness, life and 
salvation. 

d. Jesus lived an ordinary life among us… He lived, He laughed, He cried, He 
ate, He drank, He cared deeply…He just hung out with people… and He 
even died in our place. 

e. But the story doesn’t end there, because Jesus also became the 
extraordinary miracle of resurrection power. 

f. Because Jesus lives… we will follow Him!  
i. That’s the reason we can suffer… with hope 
ii. That’s the reason we can suffer… in peace 
iii. That’s the reason we can suffer… with an underlying joy… 
iv. Because we know that Jesus has given us the promise of the 

resurrection and the crown of life. 
1. Hear what Jesus says in Revelation 2:10 – “Do not fear what 

you are about to suffer… Be faithful unto death, and I will give 
you the crown of life.” 

g. You see, Jesus looks at each one of us as His personal responsibility – He 
stands with us in our every move... whether it’s in the ordinary everyday 
stuff or the extraordinary challenges. 

h. So it doesn’t matter what I have to suffer – and glory be to God if I suffer for 
the name of Jesus – because I will suffer under His care. 

i. I will suffer with my faith that trusts in the extraordinary work that God 
did to walk me through this valley of the shadow of death. 

i. Our great Shepherd and Overseer of our souls smells like His sheep – 
which is extraordinary –  

i. the God of the universe is with us…and because He is our example, 
we follow Him in life and in death… but a death that has no victory… 
because we will follow Him to resurrection life 

ii. He is risen! He is risen indeed! Alleluia. Amen.  


