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“Jesus: The Son of Joseph” – Pr Jim Sprengle, 12/15/2020 
 
I. Matthew 1:16 – “…and Jacob the father of Joseph the husband of Mary, of 

whom Jesus was born, who is called Christ.” 
II. Perhaps you remember a guy by the name of, “Joe the Plumber” 

a. Back in 2008, as John McCain and Barack Obama were campaigning, a 
guy named Joseph Wurzelbacher, became “Joe the Plumber.”   

i. Every time you heard a speech or debate, his name came up as 
average Joe American that would benefit greatly if their side won.  

ii. In the end, people even tried to get him into politics, but he only had 
15 minutes of fame before he just faded from the spotlight.  

b. No matter what family you come from, we all have members in the family 
tree who are average Joes… forgotten over time.  

i. The only saving grace for many of them is the work of those who 
research and compile their names – so at least they have a place in 
the family tree.  

ii. In fact, the other day as I was doing a committal for Wayne Rippon, 
which was held at Wilhelm’s Memorial in SE Portland.  

1. I had no idea such a place existed!  
a. It’s a mausoleum that takes up 2 ½ city blocks, has 7 

miles of corridors, and is 8 stories!  
b. As we walked to Rip’s resting place, I was in awe of all 

the 1000’s of markers from floor to ceiling representing 
the lives of people who passed away 

c. I also wondered, how many of these people are long 
forgotten because they lived ordinary lives and those who 
knew them are now gone as well?   

iii. If you research family trees, you will find a long list of mostly forgotten 
names… a lot like what Matthew did in writing the long list of names 
leading up to Jesus.  

III. Finally, the list goes all the way down to Joseph.  
a. Mary is always in mind when we think of Jesus, but Joseph… not so much.  
b. You might think of him as the definition of the average Joe.  
c. Other than a couple of mentions in Jesus’ birth story, Joseph’s only other 

place in Scripture is when 12-year-old Jesus stays behind at the temple.  
d. Joseph just kind of falls off the map after that… which has led to much 

speculation… did he die? Did the writers play down his role as a father? 
What happened to him?  

e. I read that Jesus was called the Son of David 15 times throughout the 
Gospels.  

i. He was called the Son of God almost 30 times.  
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ii. He was called the Son of Man (which is code for the Savior) almost 
80 times! 

iii. But Jesus is called the Son of Joseph, or the Son of a carpenter, 4 
times.  

iv. And listen to how Luke puts it in 3:23, “Jesus, when He began His 
ministry, was about thirty years of age, being the son (as was 
supposed [or, so it was thought]) of Joseph” 

v. Most of the time, outside of the Nativity scenes at Christmas, Joseph 
is an afterthought… Joseph is forgotten. 

IV. Matthew helps us remember Joseph. 
a. He doesn’t go into detail about the birth of Jesus as much as Luke, but 

Matthew gives us the best description of who Joseph was. 
i. In those days, when someone was betrothed, it was the same as 

marriage, but they lived in different homes for a about a year.  
ii. Physical intimacy was forbidden, and just like marriage, you had to 

get a divorce or one of the partners had to die to end it.  
iii. So, when Mary ended up pregnant… well, Joseph knew something 

was going on that didn’t involve him.  
b. Adultery was punishable by stoning the woman to death – but as a 

“righteous” or a “just man” (Matthew 1:19), he was going to simply divorce 
her instead.  

i. As Joseph is sleeping on his decision, he has a dream… and an 
angel tells him the rest of the story – Mary is going to have a miracle 
baby…  

1. Not only is this a miracle baby, but Joseph was told to call Him 
Jesus – or “The Lord Saves”  

2. A righteous man like Joseph would know that God always 
planned to send the Messiah, the Anointed One, to rescue His 
people. 

3. Whether Joseph truly understood or grasped that this was the 
way God intended to bring about the Savior, it’s hard to say 

a. Yet, Joseph could never imagine what God intended for 
that little baby to do… grow up and die a criminal’s death 

b. Not just live a good life as a teacher and famous person… 
but Jesus would take the sins of the world upon Himself 

ii. Even without the full story, Joseph believed, and did what he was told 
V. I can’t help but think a lot of us feel like Joseph… 

a. We don’t necessarily want to be an “average Joe”, but we want to be 
remembered for something in our lives.  

b. Most of us would like to do some good, or make a mark on the world 
around us… but that usually amounts to the marks of sin.  
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c. Our greatest hope should not be that people will remember our name, but 
that God our merciful Father remembers our name…  

i. More than just remembering our name, God puts His name on us in 
Holy Baptism so that we are blessed with forgiveness, and faith and 
eternal life…  

ii. It’s not so important how others remember us – because our names 
and earthly life will definitely fade over time... but our name is not 
average to God. 

VI. Average Joe… or Average Joseph, is a lot like us. 
a. For example:  

i. He needed a Savior  
ii. He played a minor role in a major story 
iii. He tried to obey the Lord  

b. What Joseph did that might be considered to the world as “average” was in 
fact remarkable… He walked by faith and not by sight. (2 Cor 5:7) 

c. All the while, Joseph’s glory would not come from what he did so much as 
who he was in God’s eyes – a sinner saved by grace.  

d. The same goes for you as God’s child. 
i. We may want to be more than an average Joe, but no matter who we 

are, we are all equal under the cross. 
e. Sure, we might be average Joes, but that’s just fine – because God not 

only knows us, but exalts us (1 Peter 5:6) Amen1  
 
 
 
 
 
 
1 Sermon adapted from Rev. R. Lee Hagan, President, Missouri District, LC-MS, 
Advent-Christmas Series, Concordia Pulpit Resources, 2020. 
 


