
I. Matthew 18:1-20 previously read. 
II. Sometimes we just need the truth… 

a. I was reading an example by John Ortberg where we expect the truth from 
certain people.  

b. Just imagine you go get your car from your mechanic after a tune-up, and 
he says, “Your car is in great shape, you must do a great job of taking care 
of it. You probably don’t need a guy like me around with how well you are 
doing!”  

i. Later that day, your tire falls off driving to work… and you find out 
several bolts were loose on your wheel hub…. You could have died! 

ii. You go back to the shop and tell your mechanic what happened, and 
he says, “Yeah, I noticed those loose bolts…that’s a bummer your 
wheel fell off…”  

iii. You turn all red and veins start popping out of your forehead… “Why 
in the world didn’t you tell me about these bolts being loose?”  

1. The guy says, “Well, I didn’t want you to feel bad. Plus, to be 
honest, I was afraid you might get upset with me. I want this to 
be a safe place where you feel loved and accepted.”  

2. Now, I assume you would pretty angry about that… You’d 
probably say, “It’s not like I came here to feel better about 
myself… I need you to tell me the truth!”  

c. Or just imagine going to the doctor’s office for a check-up.  
i. The doctor says to you, “You are a magnificent physical specimen. 

You have the body of an Olympian. You are to be congratulated.”  
ii. Later that day you walk up the stairs to your house and you have a 

massive heart attack.  
1. After getting tested at the emergency room you find out your 

arteries are completely clogged… in fact when they drew your 
blood all they got was a vial of gravy… no blood to be found.  

iii. You go back to the doctor and say, “Why in the world didn’t you tell 
me?”  

1. The doctor says, “Well, I knew your body is in worse shape 
than the Pillsbury doughboy, but if I tell people stuff like that, 
they get offended. It’s bad for business. They don’t come back. 
I want this to be a safe place where you feel loved and 
accepted.”  

2. You’d be furious! You’d say to the doctor, “I don’t need 
someone to make me feel good about myself, I want the truth!”1 

iv. Sometimes we need the truth for our own good. 
III. It might seem that Jesus is all over the place in our Gospel today… 

a. However, when you look closely at both our OT and Gospel readings, they 
focus on sin and its consequences. 

i. Sin causes pride and self-centeredness 
ii. Sin separates us from God. 



iii. Sin divides us in relationships  
iv. Sin causes temptations 
v. Sin creates trials and troubles of all kinds, and we don’t take it 

seriously enough 
b. The start of our Gospel immediately points to the trouble as the disciples 

ask Jesus who is the greatest.  
i. Do you see a theme here? The disciples always seem to be arguing 

about this, or asking Jesus about this… and Jesus is constantly 
telling parables and teaching about what greatness really means. 

ii. This question of who’s greatest is a matter of prideful thinking – not 
humility – and pride is at the root of sin – because it’s our ego coming 
out – our self-interest.  

c. Jesus, in His typical way, calls over a child and puts the spotlight on them – 
“This is what greatness looks like” 

i. Now, it’s not like kids were despised in the ancient world, but they 
were definitely not looked up to by any means.  

ii. Most kids were a liability until they could grow up to help out…  
iii. Jesus is saying that the weakest is the greatest – not the proud and 

strong who want to be first… 
d. Then Jesus talks about sin and its consequences in stark terms 

i. Millstones around people’s necks and tossed into the sea 
ii. Woe to those who bring sin into the world and temptations 
iii. Cut off the part that sins (not literally) so all of you is not lost in hell 

e. Do you sense the seriousness of sin in the eyes of Jesus?  
i. I hope so, because when we take sin lightly, we take what Jesus did 

on the cross for us lightly.  
ii. The seriousness and incredible weight of sin crushed Jesus 

IV. Our Savior, the Lamb of God, who does what? 
a. Takes away the sin of the world… (John 1:29) – meaning His sacrifice as 

the Lamb, by His blood, pays for the sin we often overlook in our own lives 
b. Jesus went through it all so that we might be found…  
c. Can you see in this reading that just as harshly and seriously that Jesus 

addresses sin that He also shows how much our Father wants to save the 
sinner?  

d. Those who are weak, the lowly, the ones who are being tempted and 
harassed by sin are the very ones the Shepherd goes after!  

e. Over and over again Jesus goes to the people who are on the outside – the 
sinners, the tax collectors, the prostitutes, the diseased, the demon 
possessed, and all the people who are down and out. 

i. He gives up His life to bring them home –  
ii. For all the seriousness of sin and its consequences, Jesus is more 

serious about forgiveness. 
V. Forgiveness is simple, not easy. 



a. As Jesus explains the great love He has for all people, He gives us a way 
to seek out the weak and needy to bring them home. 

i. They are so important that 99 will be left behind to gather the one  
b. I want to be clear that these verses about going to your brother who has 

sinned against you (Matthew 18:15-17) are not a “formula for church 
discipline” – these verses don’t go in our church manual for how to 
excommunicate a wayward sinner. 

i. First and foremost, they are to love someone enough to tell them the 
truth. 

ii. It’s not your job to call people out on their behavior, to “set them 
straight” as you arrogantly ignore the log in your own eye. (Matthew 
7:1-5) 

iii. This is all about humility on both sides 
c. We see that some behavior or trouble in someone’s life could cause them 

to wander away from God, and we simply tell them the truth. 
d. Is that easy? No. 

i. Why? Because we have no idea how they will respond –  
1. we assume it will be defensively 
2. we assume it they will throw our own behavior back into our 

face – “well, who are you to tell me when you do bad things 
too!” 

3. we assume we will lose a friend or relationship 
e. So, we let it go… but is that the loving thing to do?   

i. No, because Jesus says that His Father doesn’t want any of these 
little ones to perish (Matthew 18:14) and hear what God Himself says 
in Ezekiel 33:8 – “If…you do not speak to warn the wicked to turn 
from his way, that wicked person shall die in his iniquity, but his blood 
I will require at your hand.’ 

ii. God is stern – So, in humility and love, you simply talk to your 
brother… but it might be the hardest thing you do. 

VI. The little ones, the weakest, are the greatest. 
a. In the weakness of sin and all the temptations, God’s love abounds 
b. More than anything, He is searching and seeking, doing everything to bring 

people back into His loving arms 
c. When we go to another person in truth, it better have nothing to with us or 

our pride – it better have everything to do with God’s love and caring 
enough to say something. 

d. Just as God was willing to go to any length to save us, we also have a 
heart and compassion for those who are the “greatest” in God’s eyes. 

e. Amen  
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