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Third Sunday after Pentecost 
Father’s Day 

 
June 21, 2020 

 
Welcome to all who are attending our service today. We are glad you are with us! To all 
guests and visitors, we especially extend our hands of friendship. May God bless the 
worship time for each one of you. Please come again!  
 
NURSERY AVAILABLE We have an unstaffed nursery for your convenience and privacy. 
The nursery has audio and video so you may hear and see the worship service while 
attending to your child.  
 
Holy Communion is celebrated at the 8:30 service on the 1st and 3rd Sundays of the month, 
and at the 11:00 service on the 2nd and 4th Sundays.  
 
For those wishing to commune at the Lord’s Table with us today: The Lutheran 
practice of close Communion attempts to prevent a person from eating and drinking 
judgment on himself (1 Corinthians 11:23-30). Thus, attendance at the Lord’s Supper 
implies a four-level commitment to Christ. We believe that communicants must: (1) be 
baptized Christians, (2) accept the real presence of Christ’s body in the bread and His 
blood in the wine, (3) confess and repent of one’s sins and trust that God offers complete 
forgiveness of those sins in this Sacrament, and (4) share oneness of faith, doctrine and 
practice among those who commune. Those wishing to commune with us today who have 
not done so previously, please see the pastor or an elder before the service begins. 
 (Grape juice is available for those who not drink alcohol and gluten free wafers are 
available upon request.) 
 
Para aquellos que desean participar en la Santa Cena con nosotros hoy: La práctica 
luterana de la comunión intenta evitar que una persona coma y beba el juicio de Dios sobre 
sí mismo (1 Corintios 11: 23-30). Por lo tanto, la asistencia a la Cena del Señor implica un 
compromiso de cuatro niveles con Cristo. Creemos que los comulgantes deben: (1) ser 
bautizados como cristianos, (2) aceptar la presencia real del cuerpo de Cristo en el pan y 
Su sangre en el vino, (3) confesar y arrepentirse de sus pecados y confiar en que Dios 
ofrece el perdón completo de esos pecados en este Sacramento, y (4) compartir la unidad 
de fe, doctrina y práctica entre los que comulgan. Aquellos que desean comulgan con 
nosotros hoy que no lo han hecho anteriormente, por favor vean al pastor o un anciano 
antes de que comience el servicio. 
(El jugo de uva está disponible para aquellos que no beben alcohol y hostias libres de 
gluten están disponibles bajo petición). 
 
 

(P = Pastor, C = Congregation, A = Reader/Assisting) 
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T PREPARATION T 
 

Theme: “Speaking into the Popular” 
 

AS WE GATHER 
 
It is great during good times to believe that God is on your side with His blessings. Have 
you ever seen an old black-and-white photograph of a church’s Divine Service during or just 
after World War II? Extra chairs were added in the aisles for the great number of worshipers 
in dedicated attendance! Seventy-five years later, look around. Today Christianity has not 
only become more unpopular but is even seen by some as the enemy, the oppressor of 
freedom, the uninvited critic of a society that no longer labels anything as sinful. As it was 
for the prophet Jeremiah, to remain faithful to God means for now to be shunned, even 
persecuted. Jesus says to stay strong in face of all these challenges – especially when 
people do not want to hear God. The truth of God’s Word does not change, and neither 
does our message. 
 
 
PRELUDE 
 
 
WELCOME 
 
 
HYMN “Great Is Thy Faithfulness” 

 
Great is Thy faithfulness, O God my Father, 

There is no shadow of turning with Thee; 
Thou changest not, Thy compassions they fail not; 

As Thou hast been, Thou forever wilt be. 
 

(refrain) 
Great is Thy faithfulness!  Great is Thy faithfulness! 

Morning by morning new mercies I see; 
All I have needed, Thy hand hath provided. 

Great is Thy faithfulness, Lord, unto me. 
 

Pardon for sin and a peace that endureth, 
Thine own dear presence to cheer and to guide; 
Strength for today and bright hope for tomorrow, 

Blessings all mine, with ten thousand beside!  (refrain) 
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INVOCATION   

 

P In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 
 
 
CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION 
 

P We come before the Lord this day to be strengthened in faith and to be witnesses of 
righteousness and truth before a hostile world. Let us first confess our own 
sinfulness, that we receive mercy, grace, and forgiveness from God. 

C Most merciful God, we confess that we are by nature sinful and unclean. We 
have sinned against You in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done 
and by what we have left undone. We have not loved You with our whole 
heart; we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. We justly deserve Your 
present and eternal punishment. For the sake of Your Son, Jesus Christ, have 
mercy on us. Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so that we may delight in 
Your will and walk in Your ways to the glory of Your holy name. Amen. 

 

P Upon this, your confession, I, by virtue of my office as a called and ordained servant 
of the Word, announce the grace of God to all of you. And in the stead and by the 
command of my Lord Jesus Christ, I forgive you all your sins in the name of the 

Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 
 
 
 
SALUTATION  
 

P  The Lord be with you. 

C  And also with you. 
 
 
PRAYER OF THE DAY 
 

P Let us pray. 

O God, because Your abiding presence always goes with us, keep us aware of Your 
daily mercies that we may live secure and content in Your eternal love; through 
Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, 
one God, now and forever. 

C Amen. 
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SHARING THE PEACE OF THE LORD 
(Though separated in place, we take a moment to consider the peace we offer our brothers 
and sisters in Christ and the forgiveness which reigns among us.) 
 

P The peace of the Lord be with you all. 

C And also with you. 
 

T THE WORD T  

 
OLD TESTAMENT READING               Jeremiah 20:7–13 (ESV) 

(Jeremiah’s complaint) 

7 O Lord, You have deceived me, and I was deceived; You are stronger than I, and You 
have prevailed. I have become a laughingstock all the day; everyone mocks me. 8 For 
whenever I speak, I cry out, I shout, “Violence and destruction!” For the word of the Lord 
has become for me a reproach and derision all day long. 9 If I say, “I will not mention Him, or 
speak any more in His name,” there is in my heart as it were a burning fire shut up in my 
bones, and I am weary with holding it in, and I cannot. 10 For I hear many whispering. Terror 
is on every side! “Denounce Him! Let us denounce Him!” say all my close friends, watching 
for my fall. “Perhaps he will be deceived; then we can overcome him and take our revenge 
on him.” 11 But the Lord is with me as a dread warrior; therefore my persecutors will 
stumble; they will not overcome me. They will be greatly shamed, for they will not succeed. 
Their eternal dishonor will never be forgotten. 12 O Lord of hosts, who tests the righteous, 
who sees the heart and the mind, let me see Your vengeance upon them, for to You have I 
committed my cause. 13 Sing to the Lord; praise the Lord! For He has delivered the life of 
the needy from the hand of evildoers. 
 

A This is the Word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 
 
EPISTLE                   Romans 6:12–23 (ESV) 

(Slaves to righteousness) 

12 Let not sin therefore reign in your mortal body, to make you obey its passions. 13 Do not 
present your members to sin as instruments for unrighteousness, but present yourselves to 
God as those who have been brought from death to life, and your members to God as 
instruments for righteousness. 14 For sin will have no dominion over you, since you are not 
under law but under grace. 15 What then? Are we to sin because we are not under law but 
under grace? By no means! 16 Do you not know that if you present yourselves to anyone as 
obedient slaves, you are slaves of the one whom you obey, either of sin, which leads to 
death, or of obedience, which leads to righteousness? 17 But thanks be to God, that you 
who were once slaves of sin have become obedient from the heart to the standard of 
teaching to which you were committed,18 and, having been set free from sin, have become 
slaves of righteousness. 19 I am speaking in human terms, because of your natural 
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limitations. For just as you once presented your members as slaves to impurity and to 
lawlessness leading to more lawlessness, so now present your members as slaves to 
righteousness leading to sanctification. 20 For when you were slaves of sin, you were free in 
regard to righteousness. 21 But what fruit were you getting at that time from the things of 
which you are now ashamed? For the end of those things is death. 22 But now that you have 
been set free from sin and have become slaves of God, the fruit you get leads to 
sanctification and its end, eternal life. 23 For the wages of sin is death, but the free gift of 
God is eternal life in Christ Jesus our Lord. 
 

A This is the Word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 

 
LAMBS’ LESSON 

 
HOLY GOSPEL                     Matthew 10:5a, 21–33 (ESV) 

(Do not be afraid.) 

P The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew, the tenth chapter. 

C Glory to You, O Lord. 
 
5 These twelve Jesus sent out, instructing them, “Go nowhere among the Gentiles and enter 
no town of the Samaritans, 

21 Brother will deliver brother over to death, and the father his child, and children will rise 
against parents and have them put to death, 22 and you will be hated by all for My name's 
sake. But the one who endures to the end will be saved. 23 When they persecute you in one 
town, flee to the next, for truly, I say to you, you will not have gone through all the towns of 
Israel before the Son of Man comes. 24 “A disciple is not above his teacher, nor a servant 

above his master. 25 It is enough for the disciple to be like his teacher, and the servant like 
his master. If they have called the master of the house Beelzebul, how much more will they 
malign those of his household. 26 “So have no fear of them, for nothing is covered that will 
not be revealed, or hidden that will not be known. 27 What I tell you in the dark, say in the 
light, and what you hear whispered, proclaim on the housetops. 28 And do not fear those 
who kill the body but cannot kill the soul. Rather fear him who can destroy both soul and 
body in hell. 29 Are not two sparrows sold for a penny?  And not one of them will fall to the 
ground apart from your Father. 30 But even the hairs of your head are all numbered. 31 Fear 
not, therefore; you are of more value than many sparrows. 32 So everyone who 
acknowledges Me before men, I also will acknowledge before My Father who is in heaven, 
33 but whoever denies Me before men, I also will deny before My Father who is in heaven. 
 

P This is the Gospel of the Lord. 

C Praise to You, O Christ. 
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HYMN “If Thou But Trust In God To Guide Thee” 
 

If thou but trust in God to guide thee 
    And hope in Him through all thy ways, 

He’ll give thee strength, whate’er betide thee, 
    And bear thee through the evil days. 
Who trusts in God’s unchanging love 

Builds on the rock that naught can move. 
 

Nor think amid the fiery trial 
    That God hath cast thee off unheard, 
That he whose hopes meet no denial 
    Must surely be of God preferred. 

Time passes and much change doth bring 
And sets a bound to ev’rything. 

 
Sing, pray, and keep His ways unswerving, 

    Perform thy duties faithfully, 
And trust His Word; though undeserving, 

    Thou yet shalt find it true for thee. 
God never yet forsook in need 

The soul that trusted Him indeed. 
 

 

SERMON “UNPOPULAR” Matthew 10:5a, 21–33 
Pastor Jim Sprengle 

 
 
APOSTLES’ CREED 
 

I believe in God, the Father Almighty, Maker of Heaven and earth. 

And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord, Who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died and was 
buried. He descended into hell. The third day He rose again from the dead. He 
ascended into Heaven and sits at the right hand of God the Father Almighty. From 
thence He will come to judge the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy Christian Church, the communion of saints, the 
forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen. 
 
 
PRAYER FOR TITHES AND OFFERINGS 
(The gifts of God's people are a response to God’s blessings; 1Cor 16:2) 
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A PRAYER FOR FATHERS’ DAY 
 
Lord, on this day set aside to honor and remember fathers, we give You thanks for those 
men who have loved us and sheltered us, challenged and inspired us. We thank You for 
each man who supported us, struggled with us, helped us find our calling in life and showed 
us how to be people of both strength and gentleness. 

Thank you, God, for the men who taught us Your will and Your Word. Thank You for the 
men in our lives who have prayed and watched over us and who showed us through their 
commitment to You, how important You are.  

Grant to those men among us who are now raising children an extra measure of wisdom 
that they may know how to guide young feet through an increasingly turbulent world. Give 
to them strength to know how to be tough as well as tender, demanding as well as 
forgiving. In the name of Christ our Lord. Amen. 
 
 
PRAYER OF THE CHURCH 
 

P Let us pray for the whole people of God in Christ Jesus, and for all people according 
to their needs. 
 
For the gift of divine peace and of pardon, let us pray to the Lord. 

C Lord, have mercy. 
 

P For the Holy Church throughout the world, and for the proclamation of the Gospel 
and the calling of all to faith, let us pray to the Lord. 

C Lord, have mercy. 
 

P For this nation, that God’s gracious Word have free course and that His 
righteousness prevails, let us pray to the Lord. 

C Lord, have mercy. 
 

P  For all who are struggling economically, those burdened by the pandemic, those 
troubled by racial tensions, and all who experience discord and strife, that God 
would grant them peace and protection and help them to know His great love for 
them, let us pray to the Lord. 

C Lord, have mercy. 
 

P  For the work on our addition, that the building process would move forward with 
ease and that the workers be blessed with health and safety, let us pray to the Lord. 

C Lord, have mercy. 
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P For all those in need, for the hungry and homeless, for the widowed and orphaned, 
for the sick and dying, and for those who care for them especially...let us pray to the 
Lord. 

C Lord, have mercy. 
 

P For those who are celebrating, especially…let us pray to the Lord. 

C Lord, have mercy. 
 

P Finally, for these and for all our needs of body and soul, let us pray to the Lord. 

C Lord, have mercy. Christ, have mercy. Lord, have mercy. Amen. 
 
THE LORD’S PRAYER (Mt 6:9ff; Lk 11:2ff) 
 

P Lord, remember us in Your Kingdom and teach us to pray: 

C Our Father Who art in Heaven, hallowed be Thy name, Thy Kingdom come, 
Thy will be done on earth as it is in Heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; 
and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us; 
and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For Thine is the 
Kingdom and the power and the glory, forever and ever. Amen. 

 
BENEDICTION Numbers 6:24–26 
 

P The Lord bless you and keep you. 
The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you. 

The Lord look upon you with favor and T give you peace.      
 
 
ANNOUNCEMENTS 
(Please read the FYI in your bulletin for additional announcements and information.) 
 
HYMN “Go, My Children, With My Blessing” 

 
Go, My children, with My blessing, never alone. 

Waking, sleeping, I am with you, You are My own. 
In My love's baptismal river I have made You mine forever, 

Go, My children, with My blessing You are My own. 
 

Go, My children, sins forgiven, at peace and pure. 
Here you learned how much I love you. What I can cure. 

Here you heard My dear Son’s story,  
Here you touched Him, saw His glory, 

Go, My children, sins forgiven, at peace and pure. 
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Go, My children, fed and nourished, closer to me. 
Grow in love, and love by serving, joyful and free. 

Here My Spirit’s power filled you, 
Here His tender comfort stilled you, 
Go, My children, fed and nourished, 

Joyful and free. 
 
 

DISMISSAL 
 

P Go in peace. Serve the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God! 
 
 
ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS 
Scripture taken from The Holy Bible, English Standard Version Copyright © 2001 by Crossway Bibles, a division of Good News Publishers. 
Capitalization of pronouns referring to the Deity has been added and is not part of the original English Standard Version text. 

Parts of this service taken from Creative Worship for the Lutheran Parish, Concordia Publishing House. All rights reserved. Used by permission. 

“Great Is Thy Faithfulness“, Chisholm, Thomas O. / Runyan, William M. © 1923 Renewed 1951 Hope Publishing Company CCLI License No. 
759893 

“Go, My Children, With My Blessing”, Jaroslav Jan Vajda / Walter Pelz CCLI Song No. 324156 © 1983, 1987 MorningStar Music 
Publishers\Concordia Publishing House \ For use solely in accordance with the SongSelect Basic Terms of Agreement.  All rights Reserved. 
CCLI License No. 759893 

 

 

ANNOUNCEMENTS—FYI JUNE 21, 2020 

† VIRUS UPDATE RELATED TO CHURCH ACTIVITIES 
All Church activities are canceled until further notice. Although we are not fearful, we will 
take prudent measures to reduce the spread of COVID-19 in our community. Please stay 
at home, do not go out unless it is unavoidable and stay 6 feet away from others. You 
may call the office phone and listen to current messages, check the web site and emails to 
stay up on the latest news so you will be aware of what you need to do to stay healthy.  

† THE OPPORTUNITY TO SERVE IN UNIQUE TIMES!  
The soccer clinic will serve the community and the Lord in a new way! To be safe, we will prepare 
bags to pass out with soccer equipment, Bibles and Bible studies. Bags will be made again next 
Saturday, June 27 from 11:00am to 2:00pm and passed out TODAY and next Sunday, June 28 from 
1:00-4:00pm. 

† ASCENSION HELP LINE – 971-715-1416 
Our goal is to offer practical help for our members and friends in need during this difficult 
time. We have volunteers who are willing to run errands, bring groceries, or help with other 
needs. In addition, volunteers can call to check on people, offer a connection, and pray. 
Please leave your name, number, and as clearly as possible describe your need, and a 
HELP LINE Volunteer will return your call within 24 hours.  
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† LUTHERAN HOUR MINISTRIES ALTERNATIVE FOR HOMEBOUND WORSHIP 

• Online Daily Devotions are on our Facebook page: Ascension Lutheran Church and 
School - Portland 

• Radio: KPDQ on 93.9FM Sunday mornings at 7:00am.  
 

BAPTISM BIRTHDAYS 
Pam Eilers   6/21   Erika Deal   6/22 
Herb Hoefer   6/22   Herb Reiniger   6/22 
Carrie Graham  6/24 

BIRTHDAYS  
Mary Niska   6/22   Jere Maier   6/23 
Katie Nelson   6/26   Ginny Whitney   6/26 
Haylee Harris   6/27   Doug Whittier   6/27 

WEDDING ANNIVERSARIES 
Bob and Elaina Ritchie Jun 22, 1991 
Johnnie and Kim Driessner Jun 24, 1977 
Wayne and Francis Rippon Jun 27, 1992 

PRAYER NEEDS? Contact the church office with any requests at 503-665-8821 or e-mail: 
office@alcportland.org 

PRAYERS ARE REQUESTED FOR: 
All those suffering or infected with Covid-19, Mike Hatley, The family of Alejandra Gamboa, 
Randy Arronson, Mary Niska, Jack Webber, Larry Hart, Bill Ritchie, Colleen Ek Yah, 
Esperanza Gutierrez, Virginia Hunt, John Eilers and Family, Marty Blankenburg, Richard 
Robertson, Lewis Eilers, Wayne Rippon, Ella Murray, Rich Zahursky, Audrey Bauch, Alan 
Bauch, Leonard Murphy, Bruce Blubaum, Judy Blubaum, Ray Brown, Antonia Martinez 
(mother of Esperanza Gutierrez), Ava Wentela (Sue Wentela’s granddaughter), Carol 
Santorufo (sister of Sue Wentela), *Ordena Laxton, *Jean Smith, *Barbara Schrader, *Dale 
Porath *Home Bound. 

PRAY FOR OUR MILITARY:  
Marie Cassetty Brown, Air Force — Ramstein Air Base, Germany AFB LA (sister-in-law of 
Wanda Cassetty); 
Jaden Keup, Army – deployed (great-nephew of Karon Keup); 
Jon Porath, Air Force — Nellis Air Force Base, Las Vegas NV (son of Dale and Sherry 
Porath);  
Dakota Saunders, US Navy — Based in Cecilia Italy (godson of Carrie Graham); 
Alex Williamson, Air Force, Reserve — Washington (grandson of Rebecca Williamson); 
Michael Williamson, Air Force, Reserve — Texas (grandson of Rebecca Williamson); 
Jamie Wong-Lopez, Marines — Annapolis MD (nephew of Kevin and Merci McInaney); 
Clayton Wright Air Force – Yokota AFB Japan (grandson of Virginia Jacobs); 
Colton Wright, Navy — Assigned to USS Harry S. Truman (grandson of Virginia Jacobs);  
Tyler Young, Navy — Deployed (nephew of Randy and Karen Arronson). 

mailto:office@alcportland.org
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1440 SE 182nd Avenue, Portland, OR 97233 
Church: 503-665-8821 · Childcare Center: 503-667-6750 

Web Site: www.alcportland.org 

Church Office Hours: Monday–Friday 9am to 3pm 

Our Mission Statement: Go and Share Jesus Christ 
Our Vision Statement: Take part…Join Jesus on His mission 

The members of Ascension Lutheran Church are committed to being God’s witnesses in 
Gresham, and in all of Portland and the Northwest, and to the ends of the earth (Acts 1:8): 

With the universal Christian Church, we believe, teach and respond to the love of the Triune 
God— the Father, Creator of all that exists; the Son Jesus Christ, Who left His home in 
Heaven to become flesh and blood, to suffer and die for the sins of all peoples of the world, 
and Who rose from the grave, victorious over sin, death and the devil, that we too might live 
with Him in Heaven; and the Holy Spirit, Who creates faith in our hearts in Christ Jesus 
through God’s Word and Sacrament. The three Persons of the Holy Trinity are one God, 
co-equal and co-eternal. The core teachings of our faith from the Lutheran perspective can 
be summarized in three short phrases: Grace alone, Scripture alone, Faith alone. 
 

STAFF 
Rev. Jim Sprengle, Pastor 

pastor@alcportland.org 

Ruberto Ek Yah, Vicar 
vicar@alcportland.org 

Rev. Dan Critchett, Christian Outreach  
pastordan@alcportland.org 

Brad Hall, Worship and Music Coordinator 
worship@alcportland.org 

Michele Sprengle, Office Administrator 
office@alcportland.org 

Sonshiner Ministry 
sonshiners@alcportland.org 

Barbara Vaughn, Childhood Center 
Director 

director@alcportland.org 

Bonnie Webber, Treasurer 
Rebecca Williamson, Assistant Treasurer 

treasurer@alcportland.org 

Wanda Cassetty, Council Secretary 
council@alcportland.org 

 

 


