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“Unity? How about Repentance.” Pr Jim Sprengle, January 24, 2021 
 
I. Mark 1:14-15 – 14 Now after John was arrested, Jesus came into Galilee, 

proclaiming the gospel of God,15 and saying, “The time is fulfilled, and the 
kingdom of God is at hand; repent and believe in the gospel.” 

II. Times sure have changed. 
a. I remember as a kid, we had one of those old rotary phones.  

i. I saw a video the other day of some parents putting one of those 
phones in front of two teens and timing how long it took them to figure 
it without any help…   

ii. There was no such thing as voicemail or caller ID… not even 
answering machines were a thing yet.  

iii. You always answered the phone when it rang because you had no 
idea if it was important…  

iv. Today, we have many tools in our arsenal to avoid picking up the 
phone… first is caller ID and if we don’t recognize the number… we 
let it go to voicemail 

v. Maybe we even have call blocking that only allows certain numbers 
vi. Now, some people among us are old school and pick up the phone 

no matter who’s on the other end… it rings, they pick up 
vii. We also have a whole bunch of people who never answer the phone 

and just wait for the person to leave a message 
b. Imagine for a moment, Jesus, God Himself, calls your house… 

i. He’s seeking you out… He wants to talk to you… so you look down at 
the phone and see “Jesus Christ of Nazareth” on the caller ID.  

ii. What do you do? Pick up? Let it go to voicemail?  
c. Some of you might be asking, “Why would I NOT pick up the phone? It’s 

Jesus!!”  
i. But remember, Jesus first calls us to repentance, which means the 

first part of the conversation might not be so fun. 
ii. With that in mind, many people would let it go to voicemail and deal 

with it later.  
III. The call to repentance is the beginning of the conversation. 

a. Notice in our Gospel reading there is a “hand-off” from John the Baptist to 
Jesus.  

i. John had come into the desert preaching repentance because the 
kingdom of heaven is at hand (Matthew 3:2) 

ii. Now John is in prison for speaking out against Herod the ruler, and 
Jesus begins telling people, “The time is fulfilled, and the kingdom of 
God is at hand; repent and believe in the gospel.” (Mark 1:15) 

1. In other words, God’s plan and rule have come in the presence 
of Christ Jesus… so turn from sin and come home to Jesus! 
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iii. As you go on reading in the book of Acts and elsewhere, Peter, Paul 
and others preach the same message to repent and be baptized! 

b. The Good News of our salvation is preceded by something that makes us 
want to let it go to voicemail so we can deal with it later… repentance. 

IV. Much has been said about unity in the past several weeks. 
a. It only takes a few minutes watching the news to hear politicians, reporters, 

and the general public saying we need to mend our relationships as a 
country. 

i. The deep divide is based on differing views about the direction of 
America and who will lead us into the future… and by what policies 

ii. Political issues filter into every aspect of our lives… taxes, the 
environment, immigration and race relations… the rule of law and 
how we are able to live out our faith. 

iii. When you consider all these things and many more, one side is 
gleeful and excited about the next several years… while many on the 
other side are brooding and resentful. 

b. All the while, people are calling for “unity” so we can get back to normal. 
c. How can we possibly unify with people who are so far off from our own 

political views…regardless of what side of the aisle you stand? 
i. I have an answer to that question… and you are welcome to let it go 

to voicemail so you can deal with it later… or not. 
ii. Here’s the answer… “Repent, for the kingdom of God is at hand” 

d. It’s easy to point the finger at everyone around us as the bad guy, but God 
calls us to pull the log out of our own eye before we bother with the speck 
in our brother’s eye. (Matthew 7:3-5) 

e. Repent! Turn back to Jesus and follow God’s will in your life… and watch 
how the Lord changes everything – because it is in the heart.  

i. Jesus says, “What comes out of a person is what defiles him. For 
from within, out of the heart of man, come evil thoughts, sexual 
immorality, theft, murder, adultery, coveting, wickedness, deceit, 
sensuality, envy, slander, pride, foolishness. All these evil things 
come from within, and they defile a person.” (Mark 7:20-23) 

ii. Unity with each other and unity with God starts with repentance in the 
individual.  

1. Without taking care of our own side of the street (the individual 
mess we have in our hearts and minds) we cannot expect unity 
or peace with those around us. 

f. It all starts with not letting the message go to voicemail. Pick up the phone 
and take the first step… Jesus is calling and He wants you to follow Him. 

V. Many hymns and songs use the image of Jesus calling. 
a. I will have a hard time not singing this because it’s so familiar, but hear the 

words, “Today Your mercy calls us To wash away our sin. However great 
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our trespass, Whatever we have been, However long from mercy Our 
hearts have turned away, Your precious blood can wash us And make us 
clean today.” 

b. The call to repentance (and then repenting) is always followed by the 
message of the Gospel – the Good News that Jesus Christ paid for that… 
all the sin, the pride, and the unwillingness to reconcile or forgive others… 

c. Jesus calls us into the new life of, “sinner, saved by grace” 
d. The reason so much of our music is focused on this message comes 

straight from the Gospel – Jesus is always trying to get through to us. 
e. He knows what’s best, and that has nothing to do with bitterness, grudges 

and unforgiveness… and has everything to do with His death, His sacrifice 
to give us freedom. 

f. When we consider what Jesus gave up so that we might be reconciled to 
God, it becomes that much easier to give up our resentments and pride 
that might keep us from unity with others. 

VI. Maybe you have heard of Daryl Davis. 
a. He is a Black man who did a documentary called, “Accidental Courtesy” a 

few years ago. 
i. I highly recommend finding and watching this film, or even reading 

about it… it is an amazing story. 
ii. Mr. Davis, an accomplished blues musician, decided to sit down with 

people from the KKK and talk. 
iii. Over time, he befriended many of them, and at last count 200 people 

have since left the KKK. 
iv. Many of them said that what they were taught to believe and what 

they saw in Mr. Davis didn’t add up. 
v. The system of beliefs kept the two apart… not the humanity which 

they shared.  
b. Jesus does not call us to follow a political or human belief system… He 

calls us to follow HIM, to recognize the humanity between us, and the love 
of God that reigns because of Him. 

c. Unity without personal repentance is not going to happen – we cannot 
change our hearts toward others… or toward God Himself… until we turn 
from the sins of our hearts. 

d. The phone is ringing right now… will you let it go to voicemail… or will you 
pick it up and follow Jesus? Amen.  


