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“Not the End” – Ascension Day, May 20, 2020 – Pr Jim Sprengle 
 

I. Luke 24:44–53 – the Gospel previously read 
II. No one likes to say goodbye. 

a. My daughter Alexa came for a visit with our grandchild, Theo. 
i. As the day for her departure came closer, it was a bummer knowing 

that they would be on other side of the country within a short time. 
ii. Usually, we do one of two things –  

1. Brace ourselves and have a stiff upper lip… or,  
2. Cry and embrace… basically turn into a hot mess. 
3. You will have to decide for yourselves what I did.  

iii. The point is that no one likes to watch their loved one leave. 
b. Some of us have watched our loved ones leave in another way – death. 

i. In some cases, we don’t have a chance to say goodbye, as they die 
suddenly. 

ii. Other times, we know they are sick, and we prepare ourselves 
1. The person who is sick often feels guilty for leaving their loved 

ones behind, but with faith in Jesus, they know their future is 
secure. 

2. We prepare in the same way as I said before – a stiff upper lip 
or crying and embracing…  

iii. No one likes to watch their loved ones leave. 
c. In several places, Jesus says in the Gospel of John that He is going back 

to the Father one day – but I’m not sure His disciples understood what that 
meant… 

i. I could see them thinking, “Yah, yah, when you get old and die, 
sure…” but not when He was 30!  

ii. Especially beyond their imagination would be a crucifixion, a 
resurrection from the dead… and then an ascension into heaven! 

d. Yet, Jesus was preparing them for the day He would depart in bodily form 
i. Almost as the guest who is leaving reminds their host they will be 

leaving soon… and the countdown begins. 
III. Remember the events and the timeline… 

a. Jesus was betrayed and tried in the early morning hours of Friday. 
b. He was sent to Pontius Pilate on Friday and then turned over to the Roman 

soldiers for torture and execution. 
c. Jesus was dead by Friday afternoon and placed in a tomb before dark. 
d. However, early on that first day of the week, Sunday morning, the women 

went to the tomb to find His body gone – and Jesus made His appearance 
as the resurrected Savior. 

i. He is risen! He is risen indeed, alleluia 
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e. So, for 40 days, Jesus came in and out of the disciples’ lives as they were 
filled with joy and wonder as to how Jesus could be alive 

i. For 40 days Jesus has continued to open the minds of the disciples 
and help them remember all that He had spoken and done 

ii. He opened their minds to the totality of God’s salvation plan – from 
the prophets and the Old Testament to His arrival and fulfillment of 
God’s plan by being the chosen sacrifice. 

f. In 10 days, the feast of Pentecost (50 days = Pente) will come, and it is 
time for Jesus to take His place in all glory and power at the right hand of 
the Father.  

g. They walk out to Bethany or close by, and sure enough, Jesus ascends 
into heaven before their very eyes.  

i. He didn’t just disappear in a flash. He was simply raised up until they 
couldn’t see Him anymore in the clouds. 

ii. That was the last time they would see their Savior face-to-face until 
they died, and their spirit was with Him in paradise. 

IV. Ascension Day doesn’t seem to matter much in most Christian circles. 
a. It seems to get lost in all the parts of Jesus’ work – especially His death 

and resurrection.  
i. Maybe it’s partly because we don’t like endings  
ii. Certainly, the world doesn’t know what to do with this day… 

b. It’s kind of funny, but I read a little excerpt from a book that said, 
“Ascension Day is the perfect church holiday because the world can't steal 
it. The culture around us has quite ruined Christmas and Easter. Of course, 
the world owned Christmas as its festival for the restoration of the sun 
before the early Christians used it to disguise their celebration of Christ's 
birth. … But the world has now stolen it for its consumeristic purposes and 
has seized Easter for the same idolatry. In my teen years I played clarinet 
in the high school band for the town Christmas parade at which Santa 
Claus was flown in by helicopter. Later, I heard, they flew the bunny in for 
Easter. But the world hasn’t got the foggiest notion what to do with 
someone flying out.” 1 

c. It’s true, there is something that is not very fun about saying goodbye and 
having your loved one just fly out of sight… 

d. We don’t like to see endings… but for Ascension Day, it is not the end. 
e. Jesus began His rescue mission from heaven in paradise with the Father 

and the Holy Spirit. 
i. 2000 years ago, He became a human being as He was conceived by 

the Holy Spirit in the virgin Mary…  
ii. He was born and grew up to become the perfect human that Adam 

and Eve could not be 
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iii. He was tortured and crucified in a decisive victory over sin, death, 
and hell. 

iv. He rose again in glory so that we might be judged righteous and have 
the promise of a resurrection too. 

v. And then… Jesus, in a full circle kind of way… returned to heaven as 
the King. 

vi. He now sits in the place of power and glory to rule over all things. 
1. I can’t say from Scripture what those in heaven did when Jesus 

returned as God and man on that first Ascension Day, but I 
have a feeling it was a celebration with the angels and all the 
company of heaven praising God. 

2. It was basically a coronation of the King of kings as Jesus 
began His reign at the right hand of the Father.  

3. We can clearly say it was not the end, but just the beginning 
V. We don’t like endings, but with God, endings are not the same. 

a. As Jesus departed in bodily form, He left with a two-fold promise  
i. He would be with them to the end of the age (Matt 28:20) 
ii. The Helper, the Holy Spirit, would soon come to be with them 

b. We also have the same blessings today, because our Jesus is with us 
(especially in the Word, Baptism, and the Lord’s Supper) but also the 
power of the Holy Spirit as we will celebrate in 10 days at Pentecost. 

c. No, the ascended Savior was not so much a goodbye and an ending as 
much as it was a beginning of His perfect reign. 

d. That is why the disciples celebrated and worshiped continually – and 
reached out to the people around them with the message of salvation… 
because they knew whole story…. Just like us. 

e. With God, there is no end… and that is His promise to all of us who 
believe… Amen! 

 

 

1 Marva J. Dawn and Eugene H. Peterson, The Unnecessary Pastor: Rediscovering the 
Call (Eerdmans, 2000), p. 140 


