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Fifth Sunday in Lent 
 

March 29, 2020 
 

Welcome to all who are attending our service today. We are glad you are with us! To all 
guests and visitors, we especially extend our hands of friendship. May God bless the 
worship time for each one of you. Please come again!  
 
NURSERY AVAILABLE We have an unstaffed nursery for your convenience and privacy. 
The nursery has audio and video so you may hear and see the worship service while 
attending to your child.  
 
Holy Communion is celebrated at the 8:30 service on the 1st and 3rd Sundays of the month, 
and at the 11:00 service on the 2nd and 4th Sundays.  
 
For those wishing to commune at the Lord’s Table with us today: The Lutheran 
practice of close Communion attempts to prevent a person from eating and drinking 
judgment on himself (1 Corinthians 11:23-30). Thus, attendance at the Lord’s Supper 
implies a four-level commitment to Christ. We believe that communicants must: (1) be 
baptized Christians, (2) accept the real presence of Christ’s body in the bread and His 
blood in the wine, (3) confess and repent of one’s sins and trust that God offers complete 
forgiveness of those sins in this Sacrament, and (4) share oneness of faith, doctrine and 
practice among those who commune. Those wishing to commune with us today who have 
not done so previously, please see the pastor or an elder before the service begins. 
 (Grape juice is available for those who not drink alcohol and gluten free wafers are 
available upon request.) 
 
Para aquellos que desean participar en la Santa Cena con nosotros hoy: La práctica 
luterana de la comunión intenta evitar que una persona coma y beba el juicio de Dios sobre 
sí mismo (1 Corintios 11: 23-30). Por lo tanto, la asistencia a la Cena del Señor implica un 
compromiso de cuatro niveles con Cristo. Creemos que los comulgantes deben: (1) ser 
bautizados como cristianos, (2) aceptar la presencia real del cuerpo de Cristo en el pan y 
Su sangre en el vino, (3) confesar y arrepentirse de sus pecados y confiar en que Dios 
ofrece el perdón completo de esos pecados en este Sacramento, y (4) compartir la unidad 
de fe, doctrina y práctica entre los que comulgan. Aquellos que desean comulgan con 
nosotros hoy que no lo han hecho anteriormente, por favor vean al pastor o un anciano 
antes de que comience el servicio. 
(El jugo de uva está disponible para aquellos que no beben alcohol y hostias libres de 
gluten están disponibles bajo petición). 
 

(P = Pastor, C = Congregation, A = Reader/Assisting) 
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T PREPARATION T 
 

Theme: “The key to faith is to seek the Giver, not just the gift.” 
 
 
AS WE GATHER 
 
Long before Jesus’ death and resurrection, God made clear to His people that death would 
not have the last word. As Ezekiel was inspired to write of the dry bones of death having life 
breathed into them, it would foreshadow the future for God’s people through the One who 
conquered death and grave once for all. In a world of death and decay, we are sustained in 
our journey now until the resurrection of all flesh through Jesus Christ, our life-giving Lord 
and Savior. 
 

 

WELCOME 
 
 
HYMN 

“Dearest Jesus, at Your Word” 
 

Dearest Jesus, at your word 
We have come again to hear you; 

Let our thoughts and hearts be stirred 
And in glowing faith be near you 

As the promises here given 
Draw us wholly up to heaven. 

 
All our knowledge, sense, and sight 
Lie in deepest darkness shrouded 

Till your Spirit breaks the night, 
Filling us with light unclouded. 

All good thoughts and all good living 
Come but by your gracious giving. 

 
Radiance of God’s glory bright, 

Light of light from God preceding, 
Jesus, send your blessed light; 

Help our hearing, speaking, heeding, 
That our prayers and songs may please you 

As with grateful hearts we praise you. 
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Father, Son, and Holy Ghost, 
Praise to you and adoration! 

Grant us what we need the most: 
Your blest Gospel’s consolation 

While we here on earth await you 
Till in heav’n with praise we greet you. 

 
INVOCATION  
 

P We gather today celebrating life: Life created by the Father; 

C life restored by Jesus Christ, the life of all the living, who is the resurrection 
and the life; 

 

P life sanctified by the living breath of the Holy Spirit. In the name of the Father and of 

the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 
 
 
CONFESSION and ABSOLUTION Psalm 116:1–9; Ezekiel 37:13–14, adapted 
 

P I love the LORD, because He has heard my voice and my pleas for mercy. 

C Because He inclined His ear to me, therefore I will call on Him as long as I live. 
 

P The snares of death encompassed me; the pangs of Sheol laid hold on me; I 
suffered distress and anguish. 

C Then I called on the name of the LORD: “O LORD, I pray, deliver my soul!” 
 

P We come before our Lord, confessing our sins and seeking His forgiveness. 
 
Silence for reflection 
 

P The apostle Paul has called us to live life through the Spirit, not according to the 
flesh. 

C We confess we have not put to death the things of the flesh and have sinned 
against You by what we have done and left undone, and we have not loved 
our neighbors as ourselves. 

 

P “Gracious is the LORD, and righteous; our God is merciful. The LORD preserves the 
simple; when I was brought low, He saved me. Return, O my soul, to your rest; for 
the LORD has dealt bountifully with you. For You have delivered my soul from death, 
my eyes from tears, my feet from stumbling; I will walk before the LORD in the land 
of the living.” 
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P The LORD will open the graves and put His Spirit within His people, and they shall 
live. God, in His mercy has given His Son to die for you and through His death 
brought life and immortality to light. As a called and ordained servant of Christ, and 
by His authority, I therefore forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and of 

the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 
 
 
SALUTATION  

 

P  The Lord be with you. 

C  And also with you. 
 
 
PRAYER OF THE DAY 
 

P Let us pray. 

Almighty God, in whom is life now and forever, through Your Son’s suffering and death You 
have given us victory over all we ever need fear in sin, eternal death, and the power of the 
devil. Breathe into our bones and our souls Your life-giving Word, that we rejoice in Your 
forgiveness and serve You and others in love and faithfulness; through Jesus Christ, Your 
Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and 
forever. 

C Amen. 
 
 
SHARING THE PEACE OF THE LORD 
(Though separated in place, we take a moment to consider the peace we offer our brothers 
and sisters in Christ and the forgiveness which reigns among us.) 
 

P The peace of the Lord be with you all. 

C And also with you. 

 

 

T THE WORD T  
 

EPISTLE           Romans 8:1–11 (ESV) 

(It truly is a matter of life and death) 

There is therefore now no condemnation for those who are in Christ Jesus. 2 For the law of 
the Spirit of life has set you free in Christ Jesus from the law of sin and death. 3 For God has 
done what the law, weakened by the flesh, could not do. By sending His own Son in the 
likeness of sinful flesh and for sin, He condemned sin in the flesh, 4 in order that the 
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righteous requirement of the law might be fulfilled in us, who walk not according to the flesh 
but according to the Spirit. 5 For those who live according to the flesh set their minds on the 
things of the flesh, but those who live according to the Spirit set their minds on the things of 
the Spirit. 6 For to set the mind on the flesh is death, but to set the mind on the Spirit is life 
and peace. 7 For the mind that is set on the flesh is hostile to God, for it does not submit to 
God's law; indeed, it cannot. 8 Those who are in the flesh cannot please God. 9 You, 
however, are not in the flesh but in the Spirit, if in fact the Spirit of God dwells in you. 
Anyone who does not have the Spirit of Christ does not belong to Him. 10 But if Christ is in 
you, although the body is dead because of sin, the Spirit is life because of righteousness. 
11 If the Spirit of Him who raised Jesus from the dead dwells in you, He who raised Christ 
Jesus from the dead will also give life to your mortal bodies through His Spirit who dwells in 
you. 
 

A This is the Word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 
 
 
HOLY GOSPEL                       John 11:17-25 (ESV) 

(When Jesus says, “I am” He is telling us that He is all we need) 

P The Holy Gospel according to St. John, the eleventh chapter. 

C Glory to You, O Lord. 
 
17 Now when Jesus came, He found that Lazarus had already been in the tomb four days. 
18 Bethany was near Jerusalem, about two miles off, 19 and many of the Jews had come to 
Martha and Mary to console them concerning their brother.20 So when Martha heard that 
Jesus was coming, she went and met Him, but Mary remained seated in the house. 
21 Martha said to Jesus, “Lord, if You had been here, my brother would not have died. 22 But 
even now I know that whatever You ask from God, God will give You.” 23 Jesus said to her, 
“Your brother will rise again.” 24 Martha said to Him, “I know that he will rise again in the 
resurrection on the last day.” 25 Jesus said to her, “I am the resurrection and the life. 
Whoever believes in Me, though he die, yet shall he live, what was spoken by the prophets 
might be fulfilled, that He would be called a Nazarene. 
 

P This is the Gospel of the Lord. 

C Praise to You, O Christ. 
 
 
HYMN “Lamb Of God” 

 
Your only Son, no sin to hide,  But You have sent Him from Your side; 

To walk upon this guilty sod  And to become the Lamb of God. 
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(chorus) 
Oh, Lamb of God, sweet Lamb of God,  I love the holy Lamb of God. 

Oh, wash me in His precious blood,  My Jesus Christ, the Lamb of God. 
 

Your gift of love they crucified.  They laughed and scorned Him as He died. 
The humble King they named a fraud  And sacrificed the Lamb of God.  (chorus) 

 
I was so lost. I should have died,  But You have brought me to Your side; 

To be led by Your staff and rod  And to be called a lamb of God.  (chorus) 

 
I’ll walk with You by faith each day And yield as You show me Your way 

I’m blessed and loved, though weak and flawed All praises to my Lamb of God.  (chorus) 

 
 
SERMON  “If You Had Been Here…” Pastor Dan Critchett 

TEXT John 11:20-25 
 20 So when Martha heard that Jesus was coming, she went and met Him, but Mary 
remained seated in the house. 21 Martha said to Jesus, “Lord, if You had been here, my 
brother would not have died. 22 But even now I know that whatever You ask from God, God 
will give You.” 23 Jesus said to her, “Your brother will rise again.” 24 Martha said to Him, “I 
know that he will rise again in the resurrection on the last day.” 25 Jesus said to her, “I am 
the resurrection and the life. Whoever believes in Me, though he die, yet shall he live, what 
was spoken by the prophets might be fulfilled, that He would be called a Nazarene.     

 
SONG 

“I’d Rather Have Jesus” 
Brad Hall 

 
 
APOSTLES’ CREED 
 

C I believe in God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth. 

And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy 
Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, 
died and was buried. He descended into hell. The third day He rose again from 
the dead. He ascended into heaven and sits at the right hand of God the 
Father Almighty. From thence He will come to judge the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy Christian Church, the communion of 
saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life 
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TITHES AND OFFERINGS ADDRESSED 
(The gifts of God's people are a response to God’s blessings; 1Cor 16:2) 
 
PRAYER OF THE CHURCH   
 

P The resurrection to eternal life has come to the world in Christ Jesus. Let us pray for 
the deliverance of all who belong to Christ by faith and for all for whom He died and 
rose again. 

As our Lenten season soon transitions to Holy Week, help us continue to recognize 
our sin, our need for repentance, and our dependence on our Savior. Help us learn 
from Paul’s Letter to the Romans to continually put to death those things of the flesh 
that lead us astray, that we be fed and led by Your life-giving Spirit. Lord, in Your 
mercy, 

C hear our prayer. 
 

P Inspire and bless all called to preach Your Word and administer Your Holy 
Sacraments with resurrection power, that they do not grow weary but grow in 
compassion and perseverance. Lord, in Your mercy, 

C hear our prayer. 
 

P For the sake of Your Word, by which You cause repentance and faith to issue from 
human hearts, guide the leaders of nations and communities in our world to pursue 
ways of peace and tranquility among people, that Your Word be preached for the 
salvation of all. Lord, in Your mercy, 

C hear our prayer. 

 

P Comfort and heal all those who are sick, disabled, or troubled especially…Breathe 
Your life-giving Spirit into all in need, that hope, comfort, and peace in You may be 
theirs. Remind us that our ultimate healing is in the resurrection of the dead and the 
life everlasting. Lord, in Your mercy, 

C hear our prayer. 
 

P We rejoice in Your goodness as we lift up those who are celebrating this week, 
especially…Lord, in Your mercy, 

C hear our prayer. 
 

P Into Your hands, O Lord, we commend all for whom we pray, trusting in Your mercy 
O Father, Son, and Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C Amen. 
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THE LORD’S PRAYER (Mt 6:9ff; Lk 11:2ff) 
 

P Lord, remember us in Your Kingdom and teach us to pray: 

C Our Father Who art in Heaven, hallowed be Thy name, Thy Kingdom come, 
Thy will be done on earth as it is in Heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; 
and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us; 
and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For Thine is the 
Kingdom and the power and the glory, forever and ever. Amen. 

 
 
BENEDICTION Numbers 6:24–26 
 

P The Lord bless you and keep you. 
The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you. 

The Lord look upon you with favor and T give you peace.      
 
 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 
(Please read the FYI in your bulletin for additional announcements and information.) 
 
 
HYMN          

“You Are The Way; To You Alone” 
 

You are the way; to you alone 
From sin and death we flee; 

And he who would the Father seek 
Your follower must be. 

 
You are the truth; your Word alone 

True wisdom can impart; 
You only can inform the mind 

And purify the heart. 
 

You are the life; the rending tomb 
Proclaims your conqu’ring arm; 

And those who put their trust in you 
Not death nor hell shall harm. 

 
You are the way, the truth, the life; 

Grant us that way to know, 
That truth to keep, that life to win, 

Whose joys eternal flow. 
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DISMISSAL 
 

P Go in peace. Serve the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God! 
 

 
 
 
ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS 
Scripture taken from The Holy Bible, English Standard Version Copyright © 2001 by Crossway Bibles, a division of Good News Publishers. 
Capitalization of pronouns referring to the Deity has been added and is not part of the original English Standard Version text. 

Parts of this service taken from Creative Worship for the Lutheran Parish, Concordia Publishing House. All rights reserved. Used by permission. 

“Lamb of God” Paris, Twila© 1985 Straightway Music / Mountain Spring Music CCLI License No. 759893 
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ANNOUNCEMENTS—FYI MARCH 29, 2020 

† VIRUS UPDATE RELATED TO CHURCH ACTIVITIES 
Although we are not fearful, we will take prudent measures to reduce the spread of COVID-
19 in our community. Please stay at home, do not go out unless it is unavoidable. Call the 
office phone and listen current messages, check the web site and emails to stay up on the 
latest news so you will be aware of what you need to do to stay healthy.  

† LUTHERAN HOUR MINISTRIES ALTERNATIVE FOR HOMEBOUND WORSHIP 
Online Daily Devotions: https://www.lhm.org/dailydevotions/default.asp?date=20200319 
Radio: KPDQ on 93.9FM Sunday mornings at 7:00am.  

† MARY NISKA HAS A NEW PHONE NUMBER-503-491-8314 

BAPTISM BIRTHDAYS 

Luke Teyema   Mar. 30  Audrey Bauch   Apr. 1 

Elly Brown   Apr. 1   Mike Hatley   Ap.r 1 

Gina Kreps   Apr. 1   Cari Norlin   Apr. 1 

Jim Haggard   Apr. 2   Margie Schmidt  Apr. 2 

Eileen Hatley   Apr. 3   Bob Rekdahl   Apr. 4 

BIRTHDAYS 

Janice Hart   Mar. 29  Hilary Sylvia   Mar. 29 

Clydette Hilliard  Mar. 31  Barbara Patch   Mar. 31 

Ray Brown   Apr. 2   Rich Zahursky   Apr. 2 

WEDDING ANNIVERSARIES  

John and Wendy Hazen Apr. 4, 1981 
 
PRAYER NEEDS? Contact the church office with any requests at 503-665-8821 or e-mail: 
office@alcportland.org 

PRAYERS ARE REQUESTED FOR: 
Randy Arronson, Mary Niska, Jack Webber, Larry Hart, Bill Ritchie, Colleen Ek Yah, 
Esperanza Gutierrez, Virginia Hunt, John Eilers and Family, Marty Blankenburg, Richard 
Robertson, Lewis Eilers, Wayne Rippon, Ella Murray, Rich Zahursky, Audrey Bauch, Alan 
Bauch, Leonard Murphy, Bruce Blubaum, Judy Blubaum, Ray Brown, Antonia Martinez 
(mother of Esperanza Gutierrez), Ava Wentela (Sue Wentela’s granddaughter), Carol 
Santorufo (sister of Sue Wentela), *Ordena Laxton, *Jean Smith, *Barbara Schrader, *Dale 
Porath *Home Bound. 

PRAY FOR OUR MILITARY:  
Marie Cassetty Brown, Air Force — Ramstein Air Base, Germany AFB LA (sister-in-law of 
Wanda Cassetty); 
Jaden Keup, Army – deployed (great-nephew of Karon Keup); 
Jon Porath, Air Force — Nellis Air Force Base, Las Vegas NV (son of Dale and Sherry 
Porath);  
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Dakota Saunders, US Navy — Based in Cecilia Italy (godson of Carrie Graham); 
Alex Williamson, Air Force, Reserve — Washington (grandson of Rebecca Williamson); 
Michael Williamson, Air Force, Reserve — Texas (grandson of Rebecca Williamson); 
Jamie Wong-Lopez, Marines — Annapolis MD (nephew of Kevin and Merci McInaney); 
Clayton Wright Air Force – Yokota AFB Japan (grandson of Virginia Jacobs); 
Colton Wright, Navy — Assigned to USS Harry S. Truman (grandson of Virginia Jacobs);  
Tyler Young, Navy — Deployed (nephew of Randy and Karen Arronson). 

 

EVENTS AT ASCENSION LUTHERAN CHURCH 

 
 
 
FINANCIAL PICTURE 
This is a look at the financial picture for the last couple months.The grey lines are our 
expenses and the blue is giving. December is traditionally a good month and helps keep us 
out of the hole, but with the current situation, of church being closed, there will definately be 
a huge deficit. Please consider how you can hold up your church with your continued 
support for our ministries. 

NEXT WEEK – Events Canceled 

 

THIS WEEK – Events Canceled 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 


