
“We Are Witnesses” – Easter Sunday, April 12, 2020 
 
I. Acts 10:39-40; 43 –  39 And we are witnesses of all that [Jesus] did both in the 

country of the Jews and in Jerusalem. They put Him to death by hanging Him 
on a tree, 40 but God raised Him on the third day and made Him to 
appear…[and] 43 everyone who believes in Him receives forgiveness of sins 
through His name…” 

II. Walls are everywhere, aren’t they? [slide with bricks] 
a. We cannot go anywhere that doesn’t include these barriers to either keep 

something in or keep something out. 
b. Going to Guatemala for our mission trips, it doesn’t take long to realized 

that we left Portland and Gresham far behind… 
i. All the homes and businesses have razor wire, bars, gates, cameras, 

gated communities, security guards and very high walls. 
ii. The orphanage we visited has a wall that is at least 20 feet high all 

around the whole property 
c. It’s interesting, but the land where Jesus was is well-known for its walls 

even today.  
i. When we went to the Holy Land to visit all the sites in Jerusalem and 

Israel, boundaries and walls were everywhere… 
1. Most of you know about the West Bank wall – it’s a massive 

concrete structure that stretches for miles – in fact when it is 
completed it will be 440 miles long [pictures of the wall from the 
Holy Land trip] 

2. In addition, as we visited the various churches and holy sites 
around Jerusalem, all of them had fences, razor wire and walls 
[pictures of churches with razor wire and fences] 

a. It seemed so strange to me that churches that should be 
welcoming everyone were forced to put spikes and 
barbed wire all around 

d. Today in our reading in Acts, Peter has been called up from Joppa to tell 
the story of Jesus to a Roman centurion in the city of Caesarea 

i. Before this, Peter was traveling around doing miracles, healing and 
preaching about Jesus and His resurrection from the dead. 

ii. He healed a paralyzed man named Aeneas (Acts 9:33ff) and even 
raised a woman named Dorcas from the dead (Acts 9:36ff)  

iii. Then an angel appears to Cornelius, this Roman centurion (a 
prominent leader in charge of 100 soldiers)  

1. Cornelius was not Jewish, but he loved God. 
2. So, the angel instructs him to go find Peter down in Joppa  
3. Cornelius sends his servants down to go get Peter and this is 

where we begin today…  



iv. Cornelius has to be wondering what this whole thing means (with the 
angel and now Peter), but it must be super important… so he invites 
a big crowd to hear whatever this Peter has to say….  

e. Peter starts out with these words… I see now that “God shows no 
partiality…” (Acts 10:34) –  

i. In other words, Peter’s eyes are opened to the fact that through 
Jesus Christ, all people, not just the Jewish people, are saved when 
they believe in Him. 

f. The barriers to salvation had come down – there were no more walls to 
keep people out because Jesus died and rose again for all sin…  

III. Barriers and walls are meant to divide. 
a. As God would always have harmony and peace… the devil and sin would 

always have division and walls. 
i. You see, Adam and Eve had perfect harmony with each other and 

with God…  
1. But the devil tempted them… and they thought their minds 

would be opened by rebelling against God 
2. Instead, all of creation and every human being would have the 

wall of sin surround them…  
b. Now it is second nature for us to divide ourselves by race, by age, by 

region, by politics, by sports team, by our jobs, by religion, by Christian 
denomination… 

c. We divide ourselves by our attitudes, by our actions, by our words 
d. The walls go up… we put up razor wire… install a pointy, wrought-iron 

fence around us…  
i. We sit behind these walls and yell from inside… “Hi there! You are 

soooo welcome here…” with a big smile on our face… 
1. You can imagine the person outside looking in…. like me in the 

Holy Land at those churches, saying, “Wow, that doesn’t look 
so inviting.” 

e. God is not partial to anyone – not republicans or democrats… not rich or 
poor….not one culture over another…  

i. God wants all people to come to the knowledge… even more, come 
to believe…. that Jesus is their Savior. (John 6:69) 

ii. When that happens – when people believe in Jesus, our second 
nature to divide is changed… the walls come down. 

f. But let me make this totally clear… God doesn’t say… “just believe 
anything you want… I don’t care what you believe as long as it’s sincere.”  

i. That’s why God sent Peter to Cornelius! It wasn’t enough for him to 
believe in God… without all of God – Including Jesus! Peter 
witnessed to the way God chose to save all people. 

ii. God is very clear that He has given a way to salvation – a single 
blessing for all people – Jesus. (John 14:6) 

IV. God so loved the world, He gave us Jesus. (John 3:16) 



a. I know some people might say that is intolerant or divisive – but it’s just the 
opposite!  

i. If someone came up with a vaccination for the coronavirus – the 
brokenness that has filled this whole earth – would we say, “Oh that 
is so intolerant and divisive to say that is the only way”?  

b. Jesus is more than the cure for the coronavirus – He is the cure for the 
huge wall that was built by sin. 

i. Nothing can isolate us more… nothing can keep us from each other 
more… nothing can divide us more from our God… than sin. 

c. So, Peter, a man who saw with his own eyes, says this: “We are witnesses 
of all that [Jesus] did both in the country of the Jews and in Jerusalem. 
They put Him to death by hanging Him on a tree, but God raised Him on 
the third day and made Him to appear… [and] everyone who believes in 
Him receives forgiveness of sins through His name.” (Acts 10:39-40; 43) 

d. God has an answer for the walls of sin, and it’s Jesus! 
i. Jesus, both man and God, the only perfect human being to walk the 

earth… was crucified like a criminal…He was executed…He died. 
ii. His dead body was placed in a tomb and a huge stone covered the 

entrance  
iii. But praise be to God [slide with open tomb] that He was raised to life 

on the third day… as His body began to breathe again… as His life 
came back… the glory of God’s plan and salvation came to light  

iv. Sin is defeated… satan is defeated… even death is defeated. 
1. None of those things have any real power over us because we 

have a God who has the last word… 
e. Isn’t it interesting that Matthew’s Gospel account tells us that an 

earthquake happened as the stone was rolled away… that same 
earthquake broke down the walls that surround us too!  

i. No more death, no more darkness, no more walls of sin will ever 
have power over us again! [slide with “He Is Risen!”] 

V. Jesus is risen! He is risen indeed, alleluia!  
a. I say this all the time, but how will anyone know this story if we don’t tell 

what we have seen with our own eyes? (Romans 10:9ff) 
b. Each of us has a story to tell Cornelius about what we have witnessed… 

i. Stop for a moment and imagine yourself as Peter… a big crowd has 
gathered and are on the edge of their seats as you gather your 
thoughts. 

ii. What do you say? 
c.  I would tell them that my life before Jesus was not life at all – it lonely and 

painful and empty and hopeless. 
d. I would tell them that Jesus rescued me from the domain of darkness and 

gave me the kingdom (Colossians 1:13) and hope. 
e. I would tell them that Jesus really did die for them, really did die for all of 

us… but rose again so we all might have life. 



f. I would tell them Christ is risen! He is risen indeed! Alleluia! Amen. 


