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FIFTH SUNDAY OF EASTER 
MOTHER’S DAY 

 

MAY 10, 2020 
 

Welcome to all who are attending our service today. We are glad you are with us! To all 
guests and visitors, we especially extend our hands of friendship. May God bless the 
worship time for each one of you. Please come again!  
 
NURSERY AVAILABLE We have an unstaffed nursery for your convenience and privacy. 
The nursery has audio and video so you may hear and see the worship service while 
attending to your child.  
 
Holy Communion is celebrated at the 8:30 service on the 1st and 3rd Sundays of the month, 
and at the 11:00 service on the 2nd and 4th Sundays.  
 

 (P = Pastor, C = Congregation, A = Reader/Assisting) 

 

 

T PREPARATION T 
 

Theme: “The Church at Work” 
 
AS WE GATHER 

 
Jesus comforts His followers (then and now) with the best news of all, as we believe in Him, 
our final destination is in God’s presence forever. These words are for Easter people with 
Easter faith. Because He lives, we will also live. The world around us wants nothing to do 
with the confident words of faith in Jesus Christ as the only way. However, we know we are 
strangers and foreigners in this world, that is, a royal priesthood, a holy nation, a people for 
God’s own possession. Our challenge is to “be Church” even when the only thing we have 
is our bodies. Do not be concerned if the steeples fall or the spires crumble as we will sing 
in our sermon hymn, because we are the Church. How will we live and what will we do as 
the Church in the midst of so many changes? St. Peter reminds us that we are chosen to 
carry out the work of God in all times and places – even now. 

 
 
PRELUDE  

 
WELCOME 
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SONG “In Christ Alone” 
 

In Christ alone my hope is found, He is my light, my strength, my song; 
This Cornerstone, this solid Ground, Firm through the fiercest drought and storm. 

What heights of love, what depths of peace, When fears are stilled, when strivings cease! 
My Comforter, my All in All, Here in the love of Christ I stand! 

 
In Christ alone, Who took on flesh, Fullness of God in helpless babe! 

This gift of love and righteousness, Scorned by the ones He came to save; 
‘Till on that cross as Jesus died, The wrath of God was satisfied, 
For every sin on Him was laid;  Here in the death of Christ I live. 

 
There in the ground His body lay,  Light of the world by darkness slain; 
Then bursting forth in glorious Day, Up from the grave He rose again! 

And as He stands in victory Sin’s curse has lost its grip on me, 
For I am His and He is mine, Bought with the precious blood of Christ. 

 
No guilt in life, no fear in death, This is the power of Christ in me; 
From life’s first cry to final breath, Jesus commands my destiny. 

No power of hell, no scheme of man, Can ever pluck me from His hand;  
‘Till He returns or calls me home, Here in the power of Christ I’ll stand! 

 
INVOCATION   

 

P In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 

 
CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION  
 

P “You are a chosen race, a royal priesthood, a holy nation, a people for His own 
possession, that you may proclaim the excellencies of Him Who called you out of 
darkness into His marvelous light.” (1 Peter 2:9) 
 

(In silence, we confess to God, “What troubles me particularly is that . . .”) 
 

P  Let us then confess our sins to God our Father. 

C We confess that we have not always made a clear witness to the salvation You 
won for us in Your death and resurrection. We confess that in our life and 
conduct we have too often reflected the world around us rather than our 
membership in the Body of Christ. We confess that our trust in You is often 
lacking, even though You have done everything to be trustworthy. Forgive us 
and restore us.  
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P Upon this, your confession, I, by virtue of my office as a called and ordained servant 
of the Word, announce the grace of God to all of you. And in the stead and by the 
command of my Lord Jesus Christ, I forgive you all your sins in the name of the 

Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 
 
 
SALUTATION  
 

P The Lord be with you. 

C And also with you. 
 
 
PRAYER OF THE DAY 

 

P Let us pray. 

Lord Jesus Christ, Son of the Father and our eternal Savior, hear the prayers of 
Your people especially for our deliverance when called to suffer for Your sake. 
Deliver us and all our persecutors from the just judgment of our sins, and receive us 
into the eternal mansions prepared for us; for You live and reign with the Father and 
the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C Amen. 
 
 
SHARING THE PEACE OF THE LORD 
 

P The peace of the Lord be with you all. 

C And also with you. 
  

T THE WORD T 
(The reading of God’s Word is central to our worship, our life, and our faith; 

 this portion of the service concludes with the sermon, or the preached Word.) 
 
 
FIRST READING       Acts 6:9, 7:2a, 51–60 (ESV) 

 (Stephen, the first martyr) 

9 Then some of those who belonged to the synagogue of the Freedmen (as it was called), 

and of the Cyrenians, and of the Alexandrians, and of those from Cilicia and Asia, rose up 

and disputed with Stephen. 

2 And Stephen said: “Brothers and fathers, hear me. The God of glory appeared to our 

father Abraham when he was in Mesopotamia, before he lived in Haran, 



5 

51 “You stiff-necked people, uncircumcised in heart and ears, you always resist the Holy 

Spirit. As your fathers did, so do you. 52 Which of the prophets did your fathers not 

persecute? And they killed those who announced beforehand the coming of the Righteous 

One, Whom you have now betrayed and murdered, 53 you who received the law as 

delivered by angels and did not keep it.” 54 Now when they heard these things they were 

enraged, and they ground their teeth at him. 55 But he, full of the Holy Spirit, gazed into 

heaven and saw the glory of God, and Jesus standing at the right hand of God. 56 And he 

said, “Behold, I see the heavens opened, and the Son of Man standing at the right hand of 

God.” 57 But they cried out with a loud voice and stopped their ears and rushed together at 

him. 58 Then they cast him out of the city and stoned him. And the witnesses laid down their 

garments at the feet of a young man named Saul. 59 And as they were stoning Stephen, he 

called out, “Lord Jesus, receive my spirit.” 60 And falling to his knees he cried out with a loud 

voice, “Lord, do not hold this sin against them.” And when he had said this, he fell asleep. 

 

A This is the Word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 
 
 
EPISTLE  1 Peter 2:2–10 (ESV) 

(A living stone and a holy people) 

2 Like newborn infants, long for the pure spiritual milk, that by it you may grow up into 

salvation— 3 if indeed you have tasted that the Lord is good. 4 As you come to Him, a living 

stone rejected by men but in the sight of God chosen and precious, 5 you yourselves like 

living stones are being built up as a spiritual house, to be a holy priesthood, to offer spiritual 

sacrifices acceptable to God through Jesus Christ. 6 For it stands in Scripture: “Behold, I am 

laying in Zion a stone, a cornerstone chosen and precious, and whoever believes in Him 

will not be put to shame.” 7 So the honor is for you who believe, but for those who do not 

believe, “The stone that the builders rejected has become the cornerstone,” 8 and “A stone 

of stumbling, and a rock of offense.” They stumble because they disobey the word, as they 

were destined to do. 9 But you are a chosen race, a royal priesthood, a holy nation, a 

people for His own possession, that you may proclaim the excellencies of Him who called 

you out of darkness into His marvelous light. 10 Once you were not a people, but now you 

are God’s people; once you had not received mercy, but now you have received mercy. 

 

A This is the Word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 
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HOLY GOSPEL John 14:1–14 (ESV) 

(I am the way, the truth, and the life.) 

P The Holy Gospel according to St. John, the fourteenth chapter. 

C Glory to You, O Lord. 
 

1 “Let not your hearts be troubled. Believe in God; believe also in Me. 2 In My Father’s house 
are many rooms. If it were not so, would I have told you that I go to prepare a place for 
you? 3 And if I go and prepare a place for you, I will come again and will take you to Myself, 
that where I am you may be also. 4 And you know the way to where I am going.” 5 Thomas 
said to Him, “Lord, we do not know where You are going. How can we know the 
way?”6 Jesus said to him, “I am the way, and the truth, and the life. No one comes to the 
Father except through Me. 7 If you had known Me, you would have known My Father also. 
From now on you do know Him and have seen Him.” 8 Philip said to Him, “Lord, show us 
the Father, and it is enough for us.” 9 Jesus said to him, “Have I been with you so long, and 
you still do not know Me, Philip? Whoever has seen Me has seen the Father. How can you 
say, ‘Show us the Father’? 10 Do you not believe that I am in the Father and the Father is in 
Me? The words that I say to you I do not speak on My own authority, but the Father who 
dwells in Me does His works. 11 Believe Me that I am in the Father and the Father is in Me, 
or else believe on account of the works themselves. 12 “Truly, truly, I say to you, whoever 
believes in Me will also do the works that I do; and greater works than these will he do, 
because I am going to the Father. 13 Whatever you ask in My name, this I will do, that the 
Father may be glorified in the Son. 14 If you ask Me anything in My name, I will do it. 
 

P This is the Gospel of the Lord. 

C Praise to You, O Christ. 

 
HYMN “Built On The Rock” 

 
Built on the Rock the Church shall stand Even when steeples are falling. 

Crumbled have spires in ev’ry land; Bells still are chiming and calling, 
Calling the young and old to rest, But above all the souls distressed, 

Longing for rest everlasting. 
 

Surely in temples made with hands God, the Most High, is not dwelling; 
High above earth His temple stands, All earthly temples excelling. 
Yet He who dwells in heav’n above Chooses to live with us in love, 

Making our bodies His temple. 
 

We are God’s house of living stones, Built for His own habitation. 
He through baptismal grace us owns Heirs of His wondrous salvation. 
Were we but two His name to tell, Yet He would deign with us to dwell 

With all His grace and His favor. 
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Here stands the font before our eyes, Telling how God has received us. 
The altar recalls Christ’s sacrifice And what His Supper here gives us. 

Here sound the Scriptures that proclaim Christ yesterday, today, the same, 
And evermore, our Redeemer. 

 
Grant, then, O God, Your will be done, That, when the church bells are ringing, 

Many in saving faith may come Where Christ His message is bringing: 
“I know My own; My own know Me. You, not the world, My face shall see. 

My peace I leave with you. Amen.” 
 
 

SERMON “WHAT KIND OF CHURCH ARE WE?” 1 Peter 2:2–10   
Pastor Jim Sprengle 

 
 
CATECHISM – The Second Article of the Apostles’ Creed 
 

P  [I believe] in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord, Who was conceived by the Holy 
Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and 
was buried. He descended into hell. The third day He rose again from the dead. He 
ascended into heaven and sits at the right hand of God the Father Almighty. From 
thence He will come to judge the living and the dead. 
 

 What does this mean? 

C I believe that Jesus Christ, true God, begotten of the Father from all eternity, 
and also true man, born of the virgin Mary, is my Lord, who has redeemed me, 
a lost and condemned person, purchased and won me from all sins, from 
death, and from the power of the devil; not with gold or silver, but with His 
holy, precious blood and with His innocent suffering and death, that I may be 
His own and live under Him in His kingdom and serve Him in everlasting 
righteousness, innocence, and blessedness, just as He is risen from the dead, 
lives and reigns to all eternity. This is most certainly true. 

 
 
TITHES AND OFFERINGS ADDRESSED 
(Our offerings are made as an act of worship, given in loving response to all that God has 
graciously given us, both materially and spiritually.) 
 
 
PRAYER OF THE CHURCH   
 

P Let us pray for the whole people of God in Christ Jesus, and for all people according 
to their needs. 
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P Almighty God, with the whole creation, we praise You for Your gift of life and the 
world that sustains us and all the living. Grant that seeing Your even greater gift of 
deliverance from the disfigurement of sin and the promise of the renewal of Your 
original design all people may come to repentance and faith in Your gracious 
invitation through Jesus Christ, risen and victorious over death. Lord, in Your mercy, 

C hear our prayer. 
 

P Give power to Your Word as it is proclaimed boldly by Your Church filled with the 
Holy Spirit in the faithful witness of all—as it is preached and taught by all who are 
ordained and commissioned by You as well as those to whom You have given the 
gifts to be faithful witnesses of Your salvation and glory. Lord, in Your mercy, 

C hear our prayer. 
 

P Lord, on this day set aside to honor and remember mothers, we give You thanks for 
our mothers. We are grateful that You chose to give us life through them, and that 
they received the gift of life from You and gave it to us. Thank You for the sacrifices 
they made in carrying us and giving us birth. We thank You for the women who 
raised us, who took us to church and taught us about You, and who were our 
mothers in childhood. Whether birth mom, adopted mom, older sister, aunt, 
grandmother, stepmother or someone else, we thank You for those who gave so 
much. We pray that our lives may reflect the love they showed us. Lord, in Your 
mercy, 

C hear our prayer. 
 

P To all who suffer sickness or injury, especially...give the comfort of Your healing. 
And to all who suffer any persecution for standing for the truth of the Christian faith, 
give strength to endure. To all increase faith and faithfulness, believing that the risen 
Christ leads us to the glory of eternal life in Your kingdom. Lord, in Your mercy, 

C hear our prayer. 
 

P For grace that You have showed to those celebrating special days, milestones, or 
any other blessings, especially…Lord, in Your mercy, 

C hear our prayer. 
 

P For all the faithful who have gone before us, for the prophets and apostles, for saints 
and martyrs, especially for Your servant Stephen, we give You thanks and ask that 
You strengthen us to walk according to their example throughout all our days to the 
glory of Your holy name. Lord, in Your mercy, 

C hear our prayer. 
 

P Into Your hands, O Lord, we commend all for whom we pray, trusting in Your mercy; 
through Your Son, Jesus Christ, our Lord. 

C Amen. 
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THE LORD’S PRAYER (Mt 6:9ff; Lk 11:2ff) 
 

P Finally, let us pray for all things for which our Lord would have us ask, saying: 

C Our Father Who art in Heaven, hallowed be Thy name, Thy Kingdom come, 
Thy will be done on earth as it is in Heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; 
and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us; 
and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For Thine is the 
Kingdom and the power and the glory, forever and ever. Amen. 

 
 
BENEDICTION Numbers 6:24–26 
 

P The Lord bless you and keep you. 
The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you. 

The Lord look upon you with favor and T give you peace.      

C Amen. 
 
 
ANNOUNCEMENTS 
(Please read the FYI in your bulletin for additional announcements and information.) 
 
 
HYMN “You Are the Way; To You Alone” 

 
You are the Way; to You alone  From sin and death we flee; 
And he who would the Father seek  Your follower must be. 

 
You are the Truth; Your Word alone  True wisdom can impart; 

You only can inform the mind  And purify the heart. 
 

You are the Life; the rending tomb  Proclaims Your conqu’ring arm; 
And those who put their trust in You  Not death nor hell shall harm. 

 
You are the Way, the Truth, the Life;  Grant us that way to know, 

That truth to keep, that life to win,  Whose joys eternal flow. 
 
DISMISSAL 

 

P Go in peace. Serve the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God! 
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ANNOUNCEMENTS—FYI MAY 10, 2020 

† VIRUS UPDATE RELATED TO CHURCH ACTIVITIES 
All Church activities are canceled until further notice. Although we are not fearful, we will 
take prudent measures to reduce the spread of COVID-19 in our community. Please stay 
at home, do not go out unless it is unavoidable and stay 6 feet away from others. You 
may call the office phone and listen to current messages, check the web site and emails to 
stay up on the latest news so you will be aware of what you need to do to stay healthy.  

† HONORING OUR GRADUATES 
Ellie Graham is graduating with a Bachelors is Science in Business Administration, 
Management and Leadership with a minor in civic engagement and a Certificate in Social 
Innovation & Entrepreneurship. She also made Deans list every quarter every year.  

† ASCENSION HELP LINE – 971-715-1416 
Our goal is to offer practical help for our members and friends in need during this difficult 
time. We have volunteers who are willing to run errands, bring groceries, or help with other 
needs. In addition, volunteers can call to check on people, offer a connection, and pray. 
Please leave your name, number, and as clearly as possible describe your need, and a 
HELP LINE Volunteer will return your call within 24 hours.  

† LUTHERAN HOUR MINISTRIES ALTERNATIVE FOR HOMEBOUND WORSHIP 

• Online Daily Devotions are on our Facebook page: Ascension Lutheran Church and 
School - Portland 

• Radio: KPDQ on 93.9FM Sunday mornings at 7:00am.  
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BAPTISM BIRTHDAYS 
Bob Freeman   May 12  Christina Freeman  May 12 
James Freeman  May 12  Blayne Lambert  May 12 
Debbie Noonan  May 12  Ed Hubbard   May 14 
Virginia Jacobs  May 14  Elaine Miller   May 14 
Rich Pachmayr  May 14  Karla Deal   May 15 
J.E. Knox   May 15  Diana Laxton   May 15 
Ordena Laxton  May 15 

BIRTHDAYS  
Karla Deal   May 10  Carrie Graham  May 10 
Jaden Mundo   May 11 

WEDDING ANNIVERSARIES - NONE 
 

PRAYER NEEDS? Contact the church office with any requests at 503-665-8821 or e-mail: 
office@alcportland.org 

PRAYERS ARE REQUESTED FOR: 
All those suffering or infected with Covid-19, The family of Alejandra Gamboa, Randy 
Arronson, Mary Niska, Jack Webber, Larry Hart, Bill Ritchie, Colleen Ek Yah, Esperanza 
Gutierrez, Virginia Hunt, John Eilers and Family, Marty Blankenburg, Richard Robertson, 
Lewis Eilers, Wayne Rippon, Ella Murray, Rich Zahursky, Audrey Bauch, Alan Bauch, 
Leonard Murphy, Bruce Blubaum, Judy Blubaum, Ray Brown, Antonia Martinez (mother of 
Esperanza Gutierrez), Ava Wentela (Sue Wentela’s granddaughter), Carol Santorufo (sister 
of Sue Wentela), *Ordena Laxton, *Jean Smith, *Barbara Schrader, *Dale Porath *Home 
Bound. 

PRAY FOR OUR MILITARY:  
Marie Cassetty Brown, Air Force — Ramstein Air Base, Germany AFB LA (sister-in-law of 
Wanda Cassetty); 
Jaden Keup, Army – deployed (great-nephew of Karon Keup); 
Jon Porath, Air Force — Nellis Air Force Base, Las Vegas NV (son of Dale and Sherry 
Porath);  
Dakota Saunders, US Navy — Based in Cecilia Italy (godson of Carrie Graham); 
Alex Williamson, Air Force, Reserve — Washington (grandson of Rebecca Williamson); 
Michael Williamson, Air Force, Reserve — Texas (grandson of Rebecca Williamson); 
Jamie Wong-Lopez, Marines — Annapolis MD (nephew of Kevin and Merci McInaney); 
Clayton Wright Air Force – Yokota AFB Japan (grandson of Virginia Jacobs); 
Colton Wright, Navy — Assigned to USS Harry S. Truman (grandson of Virginia Jacobs);  
Tyler Young, Navy — Deployed (nephew of Randy and Karen Arronson). 

EVENTS AT ASCENSION LUTHERAN CHURCH – Canceled until further notice 
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1440 SE 182nd Avenue, Portland, OR 97233 

Church: 503-665-8821 · Childcare Center: 503-667-6750 

Web Site: www.alcportland.org 

Church Office Hours: Monday–Friday 9am to 3pm 

Our Mission Statement: Go and Share Jesus Christ 

Our Vision Statement: Take part…Join Jesus on His mission 
The members of Ascension Lutheran Church are committed to being God’s witnesses in Gresham, and in all of 
Portland and the Northwest, and to the ends of the earth (Acts 1:8): 

With the universal Christian Church, we believe, teach and respond to the love of the Triune God— the Father, 
Creator of all that exists; the Son Jesus Christ, Who left His home in Heaven to become flesh and blood, to 
suffer and die for the sins of all peoples of the world, and Who rose from the grave, victorious over sin, death 
and the devil, that we too might live with Him in Heaven; and the Holy Spirit, Who creates faith in our hearts in 
Christ Jesus through God’s Word and Sacrament. The three Persons of the Holy Trinity are one God, co-equal 
and co-eternal. The core teachings of our faith from the Lutheran perspective can be summarized in three short 
phrases: Grace alone, Scripture alone, Faith alone. 

STAFF 
Rev. Jim Sprengle, Pastor 

pastor@alcportland.org 

Ruberto Ek Yah, Vicar 
vicar@alcportland.org 

Rev. Dan Critchett, Christian Outreach  
pastordan@alcportland.org 

Brad Hall, Worship and Music Coordinator 
worship@alcportland.org 

Michele Sprengle, Office Administrator 
office@alcportland.org 

Barbara Vaughn, Childhood Center Director 
director@alcportland.org 

Wanda Cassetty, Council Secretary 
council@alcportland.org 

Bonnie Webber, Treasurer 
Rebecca Williamson, Assistant Treasurer 

treasurer@alcportland.org 

Sonshiner Ministry 
sonshiners@alcportland.org 


