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THANKSGIVING EVE 
NOVEMBER 24, 2021 

  
Welcome to all who are attending our service today. We are glad you 
are with us! To all guests and visitors, we especially extend our 
hands of friendship. May God bless the worship time for each one of 
you. Please come again!  
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

T PREPARATION T 
 

Theme: “God’s Grace at Work” 
 

AS WE GATHER: As we gather on this Thanksgiving Eve, we give 
thanks for the land in which we live, where we can freely exercise our 
religious beliefs. We also take time to remember the land God gave 
Adam and Eve—a land that was perfect before their fall into sin. 
There’s also the Promised Land that God led the Israelites to after 
releasing them from slavery and the land of our religious forefathers 
in Germany, the land of the Reformation. This was a land our 
forefathers left to find religious freedom in America. We are thankful 
for this freedom as we celebrate the freedom that is ours because 
Jesus rescued us from our slavery to sin through His atoning 
sacrifice on the cross. 
 
 
PRELUDE  
 
 
WELCOME 
 
 
HYMN    “Come, You Thankful People, Come” 

 
Come, you thankful people, come; Raise the song of harvest home. 

All is safely gathered in Ere the winter storms begin. 
God, our maker, does provide For our wants to be supplied. 

Come to God’s own temple, come; Raise the song of harvest home. 
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All the world is God’s own field, Fruit unto His praise to yield; 
Wheat and tares together sown, Unto joy or sorrow grown; 

First the blade and then the ear, Then the full corn shall appear. 
Lord of harvest grant that we Wholesome grain and pure may be. 

 
Even so Lord, quickly come To Your final harvest home; 

Gather all Your people in, Free from sorrow, free from sin; 
There forever purified, In your garner to abide. 

Come with all Your angels come; Raise the glorious harvest home. 
 
 

INVOCATION  
 
P In the name of God the Father, 
C who created us, 
 
P in the name of God T the Son, 
C who by His blood has redeemed us, 
 
P and in the name of God the Holy Spirit, 
C who made our bodies to be His own holy temple and 

gives us that same faith that bestows God’s grace at 
work. Amen. 

 
 
OPENING SENTENCES Psalm 104:24, 27–28, 30, 33 
 
P O LORD, how manifold are Your works! In wisdom have You 

made them all; the earth is full of Your creatures. 
C These all look to You, to give them their food in due 

season. 
 
P When You give it to them, they gather it up; 
C when You open Your hand, they are filled with good 

things. 
 
P When You send forth Your Spirit, they are created, and You 

renew the face of the ground. 
C I will sing to the LORD as long as I live; 
 
P I will sing praise to my God while I have being. 
 
 
CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION   
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P As we gather in this land this Thanksgiving, we confess to 

God how we struggle to be thankful with our thoughts, words, 
and actions. 

 
Silence for personal confession 
 
P Creator God, You made Adam and Eve in Your image and 

placed them in the Garden of Eden, giving them dominion 
over every living thing. In their rebellion, they were banished 
from the garden. Though we have been re-created through 
the waters of Baptism, our rebellious sinful nature still leads 
us away from Your way. Forgive us, Lord. 

C Lord, have mercy. 
 
P Redeeming God, You freed the children of Israel from slavery 

to Egypt and led them to the Promised Land. You have freed 
us from our slavery to sin, yet like the Israelites, we struggle 
to live in that freedom and instead fall back into being slaves 
to our sinful nature. Forgive us, Lord. 

C Lord, have mercy. 
 
P Gracious Lord, You led our forefathers to this land, where 

they could enjoy being able to worship You freely. As we live 
here today, there are times when we do not choose to enjoy 
this freedom. We neglect Your Word and Your Sacraments, 
the Means by which You grant us Your grace. Forgive us, 
Lord. 

C Lord, have mercy. 
 
P God’s grace is at work among us as we gather this day. 

Because of Jesus, God graciously forgives us all our sins. 
Give thanks to the Lord, for He is good, for His steadfast love 
endures forever. As a called and ordained servant of Christ, 
and by His authority, I forgive you all your sins in the name of 
the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 
 
 
 
 
 
SALUTATION 
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P  The Lord be with you. 
C And also with you. 
 
 
PRAYER OF THE DAY 
 
P Let us pray. 

Almighty God, You have graciously guided Your people to 
lands unseen in the past and have strengthened and 
prospered them. We thank You for giving us life in our 
country. As you have led, guided, and provided for Your 
people throughout history, we ask You to graciously do that 
for us as well; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who 
lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now 
and forever. 

C Amen. 
 

T THE WORD T 
 
OLD TESTAMENT READING Deuteronomy 8:1–10 (ESV) 

(God’s instructions for His people as they 
prepare to enter the Promised Land) 

1 “The whole commandment that I command you today you shall be 
careful to do, that you may live and multiply, and go in and possess 
the land that the LORD swore to give to your fathers. 2 And you shall 
remember the whole way that the LORD your God has led you these 
forty years in the wilderness, that He might humble you, testing you 
to know what was in your heart, whether you would keep His 
commandments or not. 3 And He humbled you and let you hunger 
and fed you with manna, which you did not know, nor did your fathers 
know, that He might make you know that man does not live by bread 
alone, but man lives by every word that comes from the mouth of the 
LORD. 4 Your clothing did not wear out on you and your foot did not 
swell these forty years. 5 Know then in your heart that, as a man 
disciplines his son, the LORD your God disciplines you. 6 So you shall 
keep the commandments of the LORD your God by walking in His 
ways and by fearing Him.7 For the LORD your God is bringing you into 
a good land, a land of brooks of water, of fountains and springs, 
flowing out in the valleys and hills, 8 a land of wheat and barley, of 
vines and fig trees and pomegranates, a land of olive trees and 
honey, 
9 a land in which you will eat bread without scarcity, in which you will 
lack nothing, a land whose stones are iron, and out of whose hills you 
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can dig copper. 10 And you shall eat and be full, and you shall bless 
the LORD your God for the good land He has given you. 
 
A This is the Word of the Lord. 
C Thanks be to God. 
 
 
EPISTLE 1 Timothy 2:1–4 (ESV) 

(Give thanks for all.) 
1 First of all, then, I urge that supplications, prayers, intercessions, 
and thanksgivings be made for all people, 2 for kings and all who are 
in high positions, that we may lead a peaceful and quiet life, godly 
and dignified in every way. 3 This is good, and it is pleasing in the 
sight of God our Savior, 4 who desires all people to be saved and to 
come to the knowledge of the truth. 
 
A This is the Word of the Lord. 
C Thanks be to God. 
 
 
HOLY GOSPEL Luke 17:11–19 (ESV) 

(Jesus healed ten lepers, and only one thanked Him.) 
P The Holy Gospel according to St. Luke, the seventeenth 

chapter. 
C Glory to You, O Lord. 
 
P On the way to Jerusalem [Jesus] was passing along between 

Samaria and Galilee. And as He entered a village, He was 
met by ten lepers, who stood at a distance and lifted up their 
voices, saying, 

C “Jesus, Master, have mercy on us.” 
 
P When He saw them He said to them, “Go and show 

yourselves to the priests.” And as they went they were 
cleansed. Then one of them, when he saw that he was 
healed, turned back, praising God with a loud voice; and he 
fell on his face at Jesus’ feet, giving Him thanks. Now he was 
a Samaritan.  
Then Jesus answered, “Were not ten cleansed? Where are 
the nine? Was no one found to return and give praise to God 
except this foreigner?” And He said to him, “Rise and go your 
way; your faith has made you well.” 
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P This is the Gospel of the Lord. 
C Praise to You, O Christ. 
 
 
HYMN “Before You, Lord, We Bow” 

 
Before You, Lord we bow, Our God Who reigns above, 
And rules the world below, Boundless in pow’r and love. 

Our thanks we bring In joy and praise, 
Our hearts we raise To You, our King! 

 
The nation You have blest May well Your love declare, 
From foes and fears at rest, Protected by Your care. 

For this bright day, For this fair land – 
Gifts of Your hand – Our thanks we pay. 

 
Earth, hear your Maker’s voice; Your great Redeemer own; 

Believe, obey, rejoice, And worship Him alone. 
Cast down your pride, Your sin deplore, 

And bow before The Crucified. 
 

And when in pow’r He comes, Oh, may our native land 
From all its rending tombs Send forth a glorious band 

A countless throng, With joy to sing 
To Heav’n’s high King salvation’s song! 

 
 

SERMON  “A PATTERN OF GRACE” Deuteronomy 8:1–10 
Pastor Jim Sprengle 

 
 
CREED & CATECHISM The First Article & Luther’s Explanation 
 
C I believe in God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven 

and earth. 
 
 
 
 
P What does this mean? 
 He has created us together with all creatures. 
C He has given us our bodies and souls, eyes, ears, and all 

our members. 
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P He has given us our reason and all our senses and still takes 
care of them. 

C He has given us clothing and shoes, food and drink, 
house and home. 

 
P He has given us our spouses and children, our land, animals, 

and all that we have. 
C He richly and daily gives us all that we need to support 

our bodies and lives. 
 
P He defends us against all danger and guards and protects us 

from all evil. 
C All this He does only out of fatherly, divine goodness and 

mercy, without any merit or worthiness in me. 
 
P For all this it is our duty to thank and praise, serve and obey 

Him. 
C This is most certainly true. 
 
 
TITHES AND OFFERINGS 
(Our offerings are made as an act of worship, given in loving response to all 
that God has graciously given us, both materially and spiritually. All offerings 
for tonight will go to My Father’s House unless otherwise noted on your 
offering.) 

 
“Sing To The Lord of Harvest” 

Setting by Healey Willan 
Ascension Choir 

 
 

RECEPTION OF SNOWCAP OFFERING 
 

“Give Thanks” 
 

Give thanks with a grateful heart,  
Give thanks to the Holy One; 

Give thanks because He’s given  
Jesus Christ, His Son. 

Give thanks with a grateful heart, 
 Give thanks to the Holy One; 

Give thanks because He’s given 
 Jesus Christ, His Son. 

 
And now, let the weak say, "I am strong." 
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Let the poor say, "I am rich" 
Because of what The Lord has done for us. 
And now, let the weak say, "I am strong." 

Let the poor say, "I am rich" 
Because of what the Lord has done for us. 

Give thanks. Give thanks. 
 
 

PRAYER OF THE CHURCH 
 
P Let us pray for the whole people of God in Christ Jesus and 

for all people according to their needs. Thank You, Lord, 
C for food, health, clothing, and our homes. 
 
P Thank You, Lord, 
C for the many freedoms we enjoy in this land. 
 
P Thank You, Lord, 
C for leaders, teachers, preachers, family, and friends. 
 
P Thank You, Lord, 
C for the gifts You give to Your Church, 
 
P Thank You, Lord, 
C for Baptism, the Lord’s Supper, forgiveness, grace, hope, 

and Your Word. 
 
Silence for giving thanks to God 
 
P Thank You, Lord, for Jesus Christ, Your only Son, through 

whom You give us the gifts of forgiveness and eternal life in 
Your kingdom. 

C Thanks be to God. Amen! 
 
 
 
 
THE LORD’S PRAYER (sung) 
 

(tune: Immortal, Invisible) 
 

Our Father in Heaven, we hallow Thy name; 
May Thy kingdom holy on earth be the same; 
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O give to us daily our portion of bread; 
It is from Thy bounty that all must be fed. 

 
Forgive our transgressions, and teach us to know 
That humble compassion which pardons each foe; 

Keep us from temptation, from evil and sin, 
And Thine be the glory, forever! Amen! 

 
 
CLOSING SCRIPTURE Psalm 67 
 
P May God be gracious to us and bless us and make His face 

to shine upon us, 
C that Your way may be known on earth, Your saving power 

among all nations. 
 
P Let the peoples praise You, O God; let all the peoples praise 

You! 
C Let the nations be glad and sing for joy, for You judge the 

peoples with equity and guide the nations upon earth. 
 
P Let the peoples praise You, O God; let all the peoples praise 

You! 
C The earth has yielded its increase; 
 
P God, our God, shall bless us. 
C God shall bless us; let all the ends of the earth fear Him! 
 
 
BENEDICTION Numbers 6:24–26 
 
P The Lord bless you and keep you. 

The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you. 
The Lord look upon you with favor and T give you peace. 

C Amen. 
 
 
HYMN “Go, My Children, With My Blessing” 

 
Go, My children, with My blessing, Never alone. 

Waking, sleeping, I am with you, You are My own. 
In My love’s baptismal river I have made You mine forever, 

Go, My children, with My blessing You are My own. 
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I, the Lord, will bless and keep you, And give you peace. 
I, the Lord, will smile upon you, And give you peace. 

I, the Lord, will be your Father, Savior, Comforter and Brother, 
Go, My children, I will keep you, And give you peace. 

 
 

DISMISSAL 
 

P Go in peace. Serve the Lord. 
C Thanks be to God! 
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Our Mission Statement:  
~Go and Share Jesus Christ~ 

Our Vision Statement:  
“Take part…Join Jesus on His mission” 

The members of Ascension Lutheran Church are committed to being God’s 
witnesses in Gresham, and in all of Portland and the Northwest, and to the ends 
of the earth (Acts 1:8): 
With the universal Christian Church, we believe, teach and respond to the love 
of the Triune God— the Father, Creator of all that exists; the Son Jesus Christ, 
Who left His home in Heaven to become flesh and blood, to suffer and die for 
the sins of all peoples of the world, and Who rose from the grave, victorious over 
sin, death and the devil, that we too might live with Him in Heaven; and the Holy 
Spirit, Who creates faith in our hearts in Christ Jesus through God’s Word and 
Sacrament. The three Persons of the Holy Trinity are one God, co-equal and co-
eternal. The core teachings of our faith from the Lutheran perspective can be 
summarized in three short phrases: Grace alone, Scripture alone, Faith alone.  
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