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MIDWEEK ADVENT 2  
 DECEMBER 9, 2020 

 
WELCOME to all who are attending our service today. We are glad you are with us! To all 
guests and visitors, we especially extend our hands of friendship. May God bless the 
worship time for each one of you. Please come again!  
 
NURSERY AVAILABLE We have an unstaffed nursery for your convenience and privacy. 
The nursery has audio and video so you may hear and see the worship service while 
attending to your child.  
 
HOLY COMMUNION is celebrated at the 8:30 service on the 1st and 3rd Sundays of the 
month, and at the 11:00 service on the 2nd and 4th Sundays.  

 

P = Pastor, C = Congregation, A = Reader/Assisting) 

 

 
 
  
 
 

 
T PREPARATION T 

 

Theme:  “Jesus: The Son of Abraham”  Matthew 1:1 
 

AS WE GATHER 
  
As we continue to consider Matthew’s genealogical history of Jesus, we focus today on His 
ancestor Abraham. When He called Abraham, at first it seemed that God was promising 
only the physical Promised Land. But then the Lord said that Abraham would be the father 
of many nations, all who would share his faith. And their inheritance is a better land, the 
heavenly promised land itself. By the grace of God, that gracious promise is ours through 
our Baptism into Christ, who leads us to that better country. Come quickly, Son of Abraham. 
 
 
PRELUDE  
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WELCOME 
 
 
ADVENT MEDLEY     

“Lift Up Your Heads” 
(1st time – leader; 2nd – ALL) 

 
Lift up your heads to the coming King. 
Bow before Him and adore Him, sing! 

To His majesty, let your praises be 
Pure and holy, giving glory to the King of kings! 

 
 

“The King Is Coming” 
(1st time – leader; 2nd – ALL) 

 
O the King is coming, the King is coming! 

I just heard the trumpets sounding, and now His face I see. 
O the King is coming, the King is coming! 

Praise God, He’s coming for me! 
 
 

INVOCATION  
 

P In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 
 
 
OPENING SENTENCES Genesis 12:3; Romans 4:22, 24; John 8:56 
 

P The Lord promised Abram, “I will bless those who bless you, 

C and in you all the families of the earth shall be blessed.” 
 

P Paul reminds us that Abraham’s faith was “counted to him as righteousness.” 

C “It will be counted to us who believe in Him who raised Jesus.” 
 

P Jesus said, “Abraham rejoiced that he would see My day. 

C He saw it and was glad.” 
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T PSALMODY T 

 

 

PSALM 105:1–11, 42–45  
(tune: “Savior of the Nations, Come”) 

 

C sings: Let the earth now praise the Lord,  
Who has truly kept His word 

 

P  Glory in His holy name; let the hearts of those who seek the Lord rejoice. Seek the 
Lord and His strength; seek His presence continually. 

 
And at last to us did send   

Christ, the sinner's help and friend. 

 

P  The Lord is our God; His commands are for all the world. He will keep His covenant 
forever, His promises for a thousand generations--the agreement He made with 
Abraham, His promise to Isaac, His eternal covenant with Jacob. 

 
What the fathers most desired,  

What the prophets’ heart inspired, 

 

P  I will give you the land of Canaan,” He said. “It will be your own possession.” 
 

What they longed for many a year,   
Stands fulfilled in glory here. 

 

P  He remembered His sacred promises to His servant Abraham. 

 
Abram's promised great reward,   

Zion's helper, Jacob’s Lord-, 

 

P  So He led His chosen people out, and they sang and shouted for joy. 
 

Him of two-fold race behold— 
Truly came, as long foretold. 

 

P  The Lord gave them the land and everything else the nations had worked for, so that 
His people would obey His laws and keep His commandments. 
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T READINGS T 

 
FIRST READING Genesis 12:1–7 (ESV) 

(The Lord promises then-Abram that through him  

all the nations of the world will be blessed.) 

1 Now the Lord said to Abram, “Go from your country and your kindred and your father’s 
house to the land that I will show you. 2 And I will make of you a great nation, and I will 
bless you and make your name great, so that you will be a blessing.  
3 I will bless those who bless you, and him who dishonors you I will curse, and in you all the 
families of the earth shall be blessed.” 4 So Abram went, as the Lord had told him, and Lot 
went with him. Abram was seventy-five years old when he departed from Haran. 5 And 
Abram took Sarai his wife, and Lot his brother’s son, and all their possessions that they had 
gathered, and the people that they had acquired in Haran, and they set out to go to the land 
of Canaan. When they came to the land of Canaan, 6 Abram passed through the land to the 
place at Shechem, to the oak of Moreh. At that time the Canaanites were in the land. 7 Then 
the Lord appeared to Abram and said, “To your offspring I will give this land.” So he built 
there an altar to the Lord, who had appeared to him. 
 

P O Lord, have mercy on us. 

C Thanks be to God. 
 
 

SECOND READING Hebrews 11:8–16 (ESV)  

(People who share the faith of Abraham are only exiles on the earth;  
we seek a better country) 

8 By faith Abraham obeyed when he was called to go out to a place that he was to receive 
as an inheritance. And he went out, not knowing where he was going. 9 By faith he went to 
live in the land of promise, as in a foreign land, living in tents with Isaac and Jacob, heirs 
with him of the same promise. 10 For he was looking forward to the city that has foundations, 
whose designer and builder is God. 11 By faith Sarah herself received power to conceive, 
even when she was past the age, since she considered Him faithful who had promised. 
12 Therefore from one man, and him as good as dead, were born descendants as many as 
the stars of heaven and as many as the innumerable grains of sand by the seashore 
13 These all died in faith, not having received the things promised, but having seen them 
and greeted them from afar, and having acknowledged that they were strangers and exiles 
on the earth. 14 For people who speak thus make it clear that they are seeking a homeland. 
15 If they had been thinking of that land from which they had gone out, they would have had 
opportunity to return. 16 But as it is, they desire a better country, that is, a heavenly one. 
Therefore God is not ashamed to be called their God, for He has prepared for them a city. 
 

P O Lord, have mercy on us. 

C Thanks be to God. 



 

6  

RESPONSE (from the Great “O” Antiphons) 
 

P  O King of the nations, the ruler they long for, the cornerstone uniting all people: 

C Come and save us all, whom You formed out of clay. 

 
 

 “O Come, O Come, Emmanuel” 
 

O come, O come, Emmanuel,and ransom captive Israel, 
That mourns in lonely exile here until the Son of God appear. 

Rejoice! Rejoice! Emmanuel shall come to thee, O Israel! 
 

O come, Desire of nations, bind in one the hearts of all mankind; 
Bid Thou our sad divisions cease, and be Thyself our King of Peace. 

Rejoice! Rejoice! Emmanuel shall come to thee, O Israel! 
 

O Abram’s son, the nations’ King, to Thee the faithful tribute bring. 
Our sins forgiv’n eternally, better land in heav’n we see. 

Rejoice! Rejoice! Emmanuel shall come to thee, O Israel! 
 

 

GOSPEL READING John 8:48–59 (ESV) 

(Faithful Abraham rejoiced to see the day when his 
promised son appeared in human history.) 

48 The Jews answered Him, “Are we not right in saying that you are a Samaritan and have a 
demon?” 49 Jesus answered, “I do not have a demon, but I honor My Father, and you 
dishonor Me. 50 Yet I do not seek My own glory; there is One who seeks it, and He is the 
judge. 51 Truly, truly, I say to you, if anyone keeps My word, he will never see death.” 52 The 
Jews said to Him, “Now we know that You have a demon! Abraham died, as did the 
prophets, yet You say, ‘If anyone keeps My word, he will never taste death.’ 53 Are You 
greater than our father Abraham, who died? And the prophets died! Who do You make 
Yourself out to be?”54 Jesus answered, “If I glorify Myself, My glory is nothing. It is My 
Father who glorifies Me, of whom you say, ‘He is our God.’ 55 But you have not known Him. I 
know Him. If I were to say that I do not know Him, I would be a liar like you, but I do know 
Him and I keep His word.56 Your father Abraham rejoiced that he would see My day. He 
saw it and was glad.” 57 So the Jews said to Him, “You are not yet fifty years old, and have 
you seen Abraham?”  58 Jesus said to them, “Truly, truly, I say to you, before Abraham was, 
I am.” 59 So they picked up stones to throw at Him, but Jesus hid Himself and went out of 
the temple. 
 

P  This is the Gospel of the Lord. 

C Praise to You, O Christ. 
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RESPONSORY Based on Genesis 12:7; Hebrews 11:8, 16; John 8:58 
 

P To your offspring I will give this land. 

C We desire a better country, that is, a heavenly one. 
 

P By faith Abraham obeyed when he was called to go. 

C We desire a better country, that is, a heavenly one. 
 

P Before Abraham was, I am. 

C We desire a better country, that is, a heavenly one. 
 

P More than only celebrating Abraham’s faith, this next hymn raises our sights to the 
better country God promises us by grace.   

 
 
THEME HYMN     

“The God of Abraham Praise” 
 

The God of Abr’ham praise, Who reigns enthroned above; 
Ancient of everlasting days and God of love. 

Jehovah, great I AM! By earth and heav’n confessed; 
I bow and bless the sacred name forever blest. 

 
He by Himself has sworn; I on His oath depend. 

I shall, on eagle wings upborne, to heav’n ascend. 
I shall behold His face; I shall His pow’r adore 

And sing the wonders of His grace forevermore. 
 

The goodly land I see, with peace and plenty blest: 
A land of sacred liberty and endless rest. 

There milk and honey flow, and oil and wine abound, 
And trees of life forever grow with mercy crowned. 

 
The God who reigns on high the great archangels sing, 

And, “Holy, holy, holy!” cry, “Almighty King! 
Who was and is the same and evermore shall be; 
Jehovah, Father, great I AM! We worship Thee!” 

 
 

SERMON “Jesus: The Son of Abraham” Matthew 1:1–2 
Pastor Jim Sprengle 
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MAGNIFICAT (“My Soul Magnifies the Lord”) Luke 1:46-55 
 

(tune:  In Thee Is Gladness) 
 

My soul rejoices, My spirit voices 
Sing the greatness of the Lord! 

For God my Savior Has shown me favor 
Sing the greatness of the Lord! 

With praise and blessing, join in confessing 
God, who is solely mighty and holy— 

Oh, sing the greatness of God the Lord! 
His mercy surely. Shall rest securely 

On all who fear Him, love and revere Him— 
Oh, sing the greatness of God the Lord! 

 

His arm now baring, His strength declaring 
Sing the greatness of the Lord! 

The proud He scatters, Their rule He shatters 
Sing the greatness of the Lord! 

Oppression halted; the meek exalted. 
Full are the hungry; empty, the wealthy— 
Oh, sing the greatness of God the Lord! 

Here is the token all that was spoken 
To Abr’am’s offspring God is fulfilling— 
Oh, sing the greatness of God the Lord! 

 
 

PRAYERS 
 

P Let us pray. 

Lord Jesus, guide and protect clergy and lay leaders of Your Church. Enable them 
to lift people’s hearts and minds to look beyond global pandemics, natural disasters, 
and political upheavals to see the eternal Kingdom, which You have graciously 
opened to all people who trust in You for life and health and peace. Bless those who 
till the soil, manage farms, transport supplies, and distribute food and clothing where 
they are needed. Son of David, 

C hear our prayer. 
 

P Almighty Lord, give wisdom and courage to those who lead governments, command 
armed forces, and maintain order in society. Give them hearts to seek peace so that 
warfare with neighbor states and civil strife within them give way to prosperity, 
health, and cooperation. Increase our faith to depend on Your eternal promises of 
the better country that awaits us by grace. Son of Abraham, 

C hear our prayer. 
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P Jesus, Light of the world, open the hearts of all who are burdened by their scandals 
and other past sins. Surround them with faithful people to tell them about Your 
coming in human history to give Yourself for them. Protect and guide all law 
enforcement personnel, first responders, health care workers, and counselors. Help 
them balance justice, mercy, and compassionate care so that many may have their 
lives repaired and hope restored. Son of David, 

C hear our prayer. 
 

P Gracious Lord, cared for by Your adopted human father, Joseph, remember people 
like him, those who have been forgotten, whether dispossessed, incarcerated, or 
isolated for any reason. Remember not their sins and iniquities but give them a 
sense of Your abiding presence. Nurture in us all a love for Your will so that we 
obediently do whatever You ask. Son of Joseph, 

C hear our prayer. 
 

P Servant Savior, born in a stable to a lowly Virgin, remind us again that You turn the 
world’s ways upside down. Give strength to the weak, lift up the downtrodden, 
provide hope for the despairing, announce peace to the distraught, and proclaim 
eternal forgiveness to all burdened by their sin. Son of Mary, 

C hear our prayer. 
 

 
LUTHER’S EVENING PRAYER 
 

C I thank You, my heavenly Father, through Jesus Christ, Your dear Son, that 
You have graciously kept me this day; and I pray that You would forgive me 
all my sins where I have done wrong, and graciously keep me this night. For 
into Your hands I commend myself, my body and soul, and all things. Let Your 
holy angel be with me, that the evil foe may have no power over me. Amen. 

 
 
BENEDICAMUS 
 

P Let us bless the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 
 

 
BENEDICTION 
 

P The almighty and merciful Lord, the Father, the T Son, and the Holy Spirit, bless 
you and keep you. 

C Amen. 
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HYMN    
“Let The Earth Now Praise The Lord” 

 
Welcome, O my Savior, now! Joyful, Lord, to You I bow. 
Come into my heart, I pray, oh, prepare Yourself a way! 

 
As Your coming was in peace, quiet, full of gentleness, 
Let the same mind dwell in me which is Yours eternally. 

 
Bruise for me the serpent's head that, set free from doubt and dread, 

I may cling to You in faith, safely kept through life and death. 
 

Then when You will come again as the glorious King to reign, 
I with joy will see Your face, freely ransomed by Your grace. 

 
 

DISMISSAL 
 

P Go in peace. Serve the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God! 
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THE GENEALOGY OF JESUS  Matthew 1:1–16 
 
The book of the genealogy of Jesus Christ, the son of David, the son of Abraham. 
 
Abraham was the father of Isaac, and Isaac the father of Jacob, and Jacob the father of 
Judah and his brothers, and Judah the father of Perez and Zerah by Tamar, and Perez the 
father of Hezron, and Hezron the father of Ram, and Ram the father of Amminadab, and 
Amminadab the father of Nahshon, and Nahshon the father of Salmon, and Salmon the 
father of Boaz by Rahab, and Boaz the father of Obed by Ruth, and Obed the father of 
Jesse, and Jesse the father of David the king. 
 
And David was the father of Solomon by the wife of Uriah, and Solomon the father of 
Rehoboam, and Rehoboam the father of Abijah, and Abijah the father of Asaph, and Asaph 
the father of Jehoshaphat, and Jehoshaphat the father of Joram, and Joram the father of 
Uzziah, and Uzziah the father of Jotham, and Jotham the father of Ahaz, and Ahaz the 
father of Hezekiah, and Hezekiah the father of Manasseh, and Manasseh the father of 
Amos, and Amos the father of Josiah, and Josiah the father of Jechoniah and his brothers, 
at the time of the deportation to Babylon. 
 
And after the deportation to Babylon: Jechoniah was the father of Shealtiel, and Shealtiel 
the father of Zerubbabel, and Zerubbabel the father of Abiud, and Abiud the father of 
Eliakim, and Eliakim the father of Azor, and Azor the father of Zadok, and Zadok the father 
of Achim, and Achim the father of Eliud, and Eliud the father of Eleazar, and Eleazar the 
father of Matthan, and Matthan the father of Jacob, and Jacob the father of Joseph the 
husband of Mary, of whom Jesus was born, who is called Christ. 
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1440 SE 182nd Avenue, Portland, OR 97233 

Church: 503-665-8821 · Childcare Center: 503-667-6750 
Web Site: www.alcportland.org 

Church Office Hours: Monday–Friday 9am to 3pm 

Our Mission Statement: Go and Share Jesus Christ 
Our Vision Statement: Take part…Join Jesus on His mission 

The members of Ascension Lutheran Church are committed to being God’s witnesses in 
Gresham, and in all of Portland and the Northwest, and to the ends of the earth (Acts 1:8): 

With the universal Christian Church, we believe, teach and respond to the love of the Triune 
God— the Father, Creator of all that exists; the Son Jesus Christ, Who left His home in 
Heaven to become flesh and blood, to suffer and die for the sins of all peoples of the world, 
and Who rose from the grave, victorious over sin, death and the devil, that we too might live 
with Him in Heaven; and the Holy Spirit, Who creates faith in our hearts in Christ Jesus 
through God’s Word and Sacrament. The three Persons of the Holy Trinity are one God, 
co-equal and co-eternal. The core teachings of our faith from the Lutheran perspective can 
be summarized in three short phrases: Grace alone, Scripture alone, Faith alone. 
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pastor@alcportland.org 

Ruberto Ek Yah, Vicar 
vicar@alcportland.org 
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Outreach  
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Brad Hall, Worship and Music 
Coordinator 

worship@alcportland.org 

Michele Sprengle, Office 
Administrator 

office@alcportland.org 

Wanda Cassetty, Council Secretary 
council@alcportland.org 

Barbara Vaughn, Childhood Center 
Director 

director@alcportland.org 

Bonnie Webber, Treasurer 
Rebecca Williamson, Assistant 

Treasurer 
treasurer@alcportland.org 

 


