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MAUNDY (HOLY) THURSDAY (Maundy = Mandate) 
 
 

Welcome to all who are attending our service today. We are glad you are with us! To all 
guests and visitors, we especially extend our hands of friendship. May God bless the worship 
time for each one of you. Please come again!  
 
 
Holy Communion is celebrated at the 8:30 service on the 1st and 3rd Sundays of the 
month, and at the 11:00 service on the 2nd and 4th Sundays.  
 

 

(P = Pastor, C = Congregation, A = Reader/Assisting) 
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T PREPARATION T 

 
Theme: “People Will Know” 

 
AS WE GATHER 
 

Holy (Maundy) Thursday begins the three sacred days called the “Triduum” (TRID-oo-uhm) 

– Maundy Thursday, Good Friday and Holy Saturday – that commemorate how God 

accomplished our salvation in Jesus Christ. The first part of the service this evening is 

confession and forgiveness, the culmination of the Lenten season of repentance. Normally, 

we partake in the Lord’s Supper, as during the Passover meal, Jesus took bread, gave 

thanks, broke it, and gave it to His disciples, saying, “This is My body.” He then took the 

cup, blessed it, and gave it to them, saying, “This is My blood of the new covenant.” 

However, instead of joining in the Lord’s Supper, we will recognize another part of that meal 

with the disciples. Jesus washed their feet, giving them a new commandment to love one 

another.  

 

 

WELCOME 

 

 

HYMN “When You Woke That Thursday Morning” 

 

When You woke that Thursday morning, 

Savior, teacher, faithful friend, 

Thoughts of self and safety scorning, 

Knowing how the day would end; 

Lamb of God, foretold for ages, 

Now at last the hour had come 

When but One could pay sin’s wages: 

You assumed their dreadful sum. 

 

Never so alone and lonely, 

Longing with tormented heart 

To be with Your dear ones only 

For a quiet hour apart: 

Sinless Lamb and fallen creature, 

One last paschal meal to eat, 

One last lesson as their teacher, 

Washing Your disciples’ feet. 
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One day all the Church will capture 

That bright vision glorious, 

And Your saints will know the rapture 

That Your heart desired for us, 

When the longed-for peace and union 

Of the Greatest and the least 

Meet in joyous, blest communion 

In Your never-ending feast. 

 

 

INVOCATION 

 

P In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 

 

 

OPENING SCRIPTURE Psalm 116:1–4; antiphon: v. 5 

 

P Gracious is the LORD, and righteous; our God is merciful. 

C I love the LORD, because He has heard my voice and my pleas for mercy. 

 

P Because He inclined His ear to me, therefore I will call on Him as long as I live. 

C The snares of death encompassed me; the pangs of Sheol laid hold on me; 

I suffered distress and anguish. 

 

P Then I called on the name of the LORD: “O LORD, I pray, deliver my soul!” 

C Gracious is the LORD, and righteous; our God is merciful. 

 

 

CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION 

 

P People of God, we struggle against sin, death, and the power of the devil. We have 

intensified the struggle begun at Baptism to daily die with Christ and also to rise 

daily in Christ to live anew. In this struggle we have been reminded again that we 

are weak and Christ is strong. We need the forgiveness of our sins in order to live 

as the people God has called us to be. 

 

A time of silence is observed. 
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P Assured of God’s love for us through our Baptism into Christ, we confess our sin 
against God and our neighbors, so that we enter these three days, so central to our 
faith, reconciled to God and to one another. 

C Most merciful God, we confess that we are by nature sinful and unclean. We 
have sinned against You in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done 
and by what we have left undone. We have not loved You with our whole 
heart; we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. We justly deserve Your 
present and eternal punishment. For the sake of Your Son, Jesus Christ, have 
mercy on us. Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so that we may delight in 
Your will and walk in Your ways to the glory of Your holy name. Amen. 

 

P For as high as the heavens are above the earth, so great is His steadfast love 
toward those who fear Him; as far as the east is from the west, so far does He 
remove our transgressions from us. As a father shows compassion to his children, 
so the LORD shows compassion to those who fear Him. By the command of our Lord 

Jesus Christ I forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and of the T Son 
and of the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 
 
 
PRAYER OF THE DAY 
 

P Let us pray. 

Gracious God, Your covenant of love for us came to full fruition in the death and 
resurrection of our Lord Jesus Christ. Guide us to be so moved by the depth of 
Christ’s new covenant of love, that we love You with all our heart, soul, mind, and 
strength, and love our neighbor as ourselves; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our 
Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C Amen. 
 

 

T THE WORD T 
 

OLD TESTAMENT READING Exodus 12:1–14 (ESV) 

(The Passover.) 

1The Lord said to Moses and Aaron in the land of Egypt, 2“This month shall be for you the 

beginning of months. It shall be the first month of the year for you. 3Tell all the congregation 

of Israel that on the tenth day of this month every man shall take a lamb according to their 

fathers’ houses, a lamb for a household. 4And if the household is too small for a lamb, then 

he and his nearest neighbor shall take according to the number of persons; according to 

what each can eat you shall make your count for the lamb. 5Your lamb shall be without 

blemish, a male a year old. You may take it from the sheep or from the goats, 
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6and you shall keep it until the fourteenth day of this month, when the whole assembly of 

the congregation of Israel shall kill their lambs at twilight. 7“Then they shall take some of the 

blood and put it on the two doorposts and the lintel of the houses in which they eat it. 8They 

shall eat the flesh that night, roasted on the fire; with unleavened bread and bitter herbs 

they shall eat it. 9Do not eat any of it raw or boiled in water, but roasted, its head with its 

legs and its inner parts. 10And you shall let none of it remain until the morning; anything that 

remains until the morning you shall burn. 11In this manner you shall eat it: with your belt 

fastened, your sandals on your feet, and your staff in your hand. And you shall eat it in 

haste. It is the Lord’s Passover. 12For I will pass through the land of Egypt that night, and I 

will strike all the firstborn in the land of Egypt, both man and beast; and on all the gods of 

Egypt I will execute judgments: I am the Lord. 13The blood shall be a sign for you, on the 

houses where you are. And when I see the blood, I will pass over you, and no plague will 

befall you to destroy you, when I strike the land of Egypt. 14“This day shall be for you a 

memorial day, and you shall keep it as a feast to the Lord; throughout your generations, as 

a statute forever, you shall keep it as a feast.” 

 

P This is the Word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 
 
 
EPISTLE Hebrews 9:11-14; 22 (ESV) 

(Jesus is the high priest of the new covenant who gives His own blood, rather than the 

blood of animals, to secure eternal redemption.) 

11 But when Christ appeared as a high priest of the good things that have come, then 

through the greater and more perfect tent (not made with hands, that is, not of this creation) 
12 He entered once for all into the holy places, not by means of the blood of goats and 

calves but by means of His own blood, thus securing an eternal redemption. 13 For if the 

blood of goats and bulls, and the sprinkling of defiled persons with the ashes of a heifer, 

sanctify for the purification of the flesh, 14 how much more will the blood of Christ, who 

through the eternal Spirit offered Himself without blemish to God, purify our conscience 

from dead works to serve the living God.  

22 Indeed, under the law almost everything is purified with blood, and without the shedding 

of blood there is no forgiveness of sins. 

 

P This is the Word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 
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GOSPEL John 13:1–15; 34-35 (ESV) 

(Jesus stoops down to wash the disciples’ feet as our example for love and service.) 

P The Holy Gospel according to St. John, the thirteenth chapter. 

C Glory to You, O Lord. 

1Now before the Feast of the Passover, when Jesus knew that His hour had come to depart 

out of this world to the Father, having loved His own who were in the world, He loved them 

to the end. 2During supper, when the devil had already put it into the heart of Judas Iscariot, 

Simon’s son, to betray Him, 3Jesus, knowing that the Father had given all things into His 

hands, and that He had come from God and was going back to God, 4rose from supper. He 

laid aside His outer garments, and taking a towel, tied it around His waist. 5Then He poured 

water into a basin and began to wash the disciples’ feet and to wipe them with the towel 

that was wrapped around Him. 6He came to Simon Peter, who said to Him, “Lord, do You 

wash my feet?” 7Jesus answered him, “What I am doing you do not understand now, but 

afterward you will understand.” 8Peter said to Him, “You shall never wash my feet.” Jesus 

answered him, “If I do not wash you, you have no share with Me.” 9Simon Peter said to 

Him, “Lord, not my feet only but also my hands and my head!” 10Jesus said to Him, “The 

one who has bathed does not need to wash, except for his feet, but is completely clean. 

And you are clean, but not every one of you.” 11For He knew who was to betray Him; that 

was why He said, “Not all of you are clean.” 12 When He had washed their feet and put on 

His outer garments and resumed His place, He said to them, “Do you understand what I 

have done to you? 13You call Me Teacher and Lord, and you are right, for so I am. 14If I 

then, your Lord and Teacher, have washed your feet, you also ought to wash one another’s 

feet. 15For I have given you an example, that you also should do just as I have done to you.  

34 A new commandment I give to you, that you love one another: just as I have loved you, 

you also are to love one another. 35By this all people will know that you are My disciples, if 

you have love for one another.” 

 

P This is the Gospel of the Lord. 

C Praise to You, O Christ. 
 
 
FOOTWASHING 
 

P  On this night we have heard our Lord’s commandment to love one another as He 

has loved us. We who receive God’s love in Jesus Christ are called to love one 

another, to be servants to each other as Jesus became our servant. Our 

commitment to this loving service is signified in the washing of feet, following the 

example our Lord gave us on the night before His death. 
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HYMN  
 

“Where Charity and Love Prevail” 
 

Where charity and love prevail 
There God is ever found; 

Brought here together by Christ’s love 
By love are we thus bound. 

 
With grateful joy and holy fear 

His charity we learn; 
Let us with heart and mind and soul 

Now love Him in return. 
 

Let us recall that in our midst 
Dwells Christ, His only Son; 

As members of His body joined 
We are in Him made one. 

  
 

P  Jesus says, “If I then, your Lord and Teacher, have washed your feet, you also 
ought to wash one another’s feet. For I have given you an example, that you also 
should do just as I have done to you.” 

C  By this all people will know that you are My disciples, if you have love for one 
another. 

  
 
HYMN “Jesus, Greatest At The Table” 

(tune:  Let All Mortal Flesh Keep Silence – PICARDY) 
 

Jesus, greatest at the table, 
The almighty Son of Man, 

Laid aside His outer clothing, 
Poured some water in a pan; 

As the Twelve lay, hushed in silence, 
He the servant's task began. 

 
Marvel how their Lord and Teacher 

Gently taught them not to vie 
As He humbly knelt before them, 

Dusty feet to wash and dry, 
By His tender touch expressing 
True compassion from on high. 
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Jesus took the role of Servant 
When upon that gruesome span, 

For all human sin He suffered 
As a vile and loathsome man; 

On the cross poured out like water 
To fulfill the Father’s plan. 

 
Can we fathom such deep mercy? 
Do we see what God has done? 

Who can grasp this great reversal: 
Love that gives His only Son? 

Christ, the sinless for the sinner, 
For the many dies the One. 

 
Jesus gave to His disciples 

A commandment that was new: 
“Show My love to one another, 

Do as I have done for you; 
All the world will know You love Me 

As you love each other too.” 
 

 
SERMON  “PEOPLE WILL KNOW” John 13:1–15; 34-35 

Pastor Jim Sprengle 
 
PRAYERS OF THE CHURCH 

 

P Gathered by the love and remembrance of Jesus, we offer our prayers to God. 
 
Silence for reflection 
 

P For the Church, that the celebration of the Lord’s Supper renew and strengthen us; 
that by our love for one another, the world may know that we are disciples of Jesus 
Christ, that pastors and teachers follow the example of Jesus, gentle and humble of 
heart, let us pray to the Lord, 

C Lord, have mercy. 

P For the poor, the hungry, and the homeless, that God use us to reach out to them 
and lift them up, let us pray to the Lord, 

C Lord, have mercy. 
 

P For those who have lost their faith and for those who struggle to believe, that during 
these holy days they be filled with Christ’s light and peace, let us pray to the Lord, 

C Lord, have mercy. 
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P For the sick, the dying, and the mourning, help them to trust in the promise that 
nothing—not even sickness or death—can separate us from the love of God in 
Christ Jesus, let us pray to the Lord, 

C Lord, have mercy. 
 

P Hear the prayers of Your people, merciful God, for the sake of the One who 
stretched out His arms on the cross to redeem Your people and to reconcile the 
whole creation, Jesus Christ, our Lord. 

C Amen. 
 
 
THE LORD’S PRAYER 
 

P Lord, remember us in Your kingdom and teach us to pray: 

C Our Father Who art in Heaven, hallowed be Thy name, Thy Kingdom come, 
Thy will be done on earth as it is in Heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; 
and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us; 
and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For Thine is the 
Kingdom and the power and the glory, forever and ever. Amen. 

 
 
STRIPPING OF THE ALTAR 
 
Psalm 22 
 
1My God, My God, why have You forsaken Me? Why are You so far from saving Me, from 

the words of My groaning? 2O My God, I cry by day, but You do not answer, and by night, 

but I find no rest. 3Yet You are holy, enthroned on the praises of Israel. 4In You our fathers 

trusted; they trusted, and You delivered them. 5To You they cried and were rescued; in You 

they trusted and were not put to shame. 6But I am a worm and not a man, scorned by 

mankind and despised by the people. 7All who see Me mock Me; they make mouths at Me; 

they wag their heads; 8“He trusts in the LORD; let Him deliver Him; let Him rescue Him, for 

He delights in Him!” 9Yet You are He who took Me from the womb; You made Me trust You 

at My mother’s breasts. 10On You was I cast from My birth, and from My mother’s womb 

You have been My God. 11Be not far from Me, for trouble is near, and there is none to help.  
12Many bulls encompass Me; strong bulls of Bashan surround Me; 13they open wide their 

mouths at Me, like a ravening and roaring lion. 14I am poured out like water, and all my 

bones are out of joint; My heart is like wax; it is melted within My breast; 15My strength is 

dried up like a potsherd, and My tongue sticks to My jaws; You lay Me in the dust of death. 
16For dogs encompass Me; a company of evildoers encircles Me; they have pierced My 

hands and feet— 17I can count all My bones—they stare and gloat over Me; 18they divide 

My garments among them, and for My clothing they cast lots. 19But You, O LORD, do not be 
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far off! O You My help, come quickly to My aid! 20Deliver My soul from the sword, My 

precious life from the power of the dog! 21Save Me from the mouth of the lion! You have 

rescued Me from the horns of the wild oxen! 22I will tell of Your name to My brothers; in the 

midst of the congregation I will praise You: 23You who fear the LORD, praise Him! All you 

offspring of Jacob, glorify Him, and stand in awe of Him, all you offspring of Israel! 24For He 

has not despised or abhorred the affliction of the afflicted, and He has not hidden His face 

from Him, but has heard, when He cried to Him. 25From You comes My praise in the great 

congregation; My vows I will perform before those who fear Him. 26The afflicted shall eat 

and be satisfied; those who seek Him shall praise the LORD! May your hearts live forever! 
27All the ends of the earth shall remember and turn to the LORD, and all the families of the 

nations shall worship before You. 28For kingship belongs to the LORD, and He rules over the 

nations. 29All the prosperous of the earth eat and worship; before Him shall bow all who go 

down to the dust, even the one who could not keep himself alive. 30Posterity shall serve 

Him; it shall be told of the LORD to the coming generation; 31they shall come and proclaim 

His righteousness to a people yet unborn, that He has done it. 

 

We observe silent reflection while concluding. 
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1440 SE 182nd Avenue, Portland, OR 97233 

Church: 503-665-8821 · Childcare Center: 503-667-6750  
Web Site: www.alcportland.org  

Church Office Hours: Monday–Friday 9am to 3pm 

Our Mission Statement: Go and Share Jesus Christ  

Our Vision Statement: Take part…Join Jesus on His mission 

The members of Ascension Lutheran Church are committed to being God’s witnesses in Gresham, 
and in all of Portland and the Northwest, and to the ends of the earth (Acts 1:8): 

With the universal Christian Church, we believe, teach and respond to the love of the Triune God— 
the Father, Creator of all that exists; the Son Jesus Christ, Who left His home in Heaven to become 
flesh and blood, to suffer and die for the sins of all peoples of the world, and Who rose from the 
grave, victorious over sin, death and the devil, that we too might live with Him in Heaven; and the 
Holy Spirit, Who creates faith in our hearts in Christ Jesus through God’s Word and Sacrament. The 
three Persons of the Holy Trinity are one God, co-equal and co-eternal. The core teachings of our 
faith from the Lutheran perspective can be summarized in three short phrases: Grace alone, 
Scripture alone, Faith alone. 
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