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“Jesus: Son of David” – Pr Jim Sprengle, December 2, 2020 
 

I. Matthew 1:1 & 6 – The book of the genealogy of Jesus Christ, the son of 
David, the son of Abraham. . . . Jesse [was] the father of David the king. And 
David was the father of Solomon by the wife of Uriah. (Mt 1:1, 6) 

II. You know, sometimes leaders just don’t measure up… 
a. For example, King Edward VIII of England is not known for being a hero, a 

selfless king who helped his people, or an inspirational leader. 
i. Instead, he’s remembered more for being a huge disappointment – 

he gave up his throne in less than a year so he could marry a woman 
who wasn’t even divorced yet!  

ii. When you look at the line of kings and queens in England… names 
like Henry V or Richard the Lionheart or maybe Elizabeth I are high 
on the list…   

iii. But Edward VIII is just a scandal in their history  
b. Matthew takes the first part of his Gospel and traces the line of King Jesus. 

i. Matthew goes through all the people – from kings to everything in 
between – to get to Jesus, the Savior God promised would come.  

ii. But he starts the Gospel saying, “The book of the genealogy of Jesus 
Christ, the son of David, the son of Abraham” (Mt 1:1).  

1. That might not seem like big deal, but when you say David and 
Abraham to get started, any Jewish person would take note.  

2. You see, Abraham is the father of all God’s people, and David 
was the king that they knew was going to be an ancestor of the 
Savior… the Messiah.  

3. God’s plan of salvation included a descendant of Abraham and 
King David – who would come into the world to redeem His 
people.  

III. God’s Word can be hard to understand!  
a. The difficulty today is where King David says one of his own descendants 

is his Lord? And this descendant will sit on his (David’s) throne forever.  
b. Now, when we think of King David… unlike King Edward VIII… He is like a 

superhero… especially to the Israelites.  
i. King David was “the guy” whenever the Jewish people looked back 

on their family tree and history, and they were hoping for a new king 
like David who could bring them into the future.  

ii. They needed a warrior like David to bring their kingdom to its former 
glory…they needed a Savior 

c. And yet… David is not the only king in the line of Jesus…   
i. It’s interesting, but the list of people in Jesus family tree has some 

scandalous people too!  
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1. Jesus was also a descendant of Manasseh, who “led Judah 
and the inhabitants of Jerusalem astray, to do more evil than 
the nations whom the LORD destroyed before the people of 
Israel.” (2 Chronicles 33:9) 

2. Matthew doesn’t go into any detail about King Manasseh, 
because no one wants to remember that guy – he was a 
scandal… a failure to his people and a shameful part of their 
history – kind of like Edward VIII.   

ii. However, Matthew doesn’t leave a blank space as though that name 
should be forgotten, but he keeps Manasseh and all others in there to 
remind us that Jesus came for everyone.  

1. As terrible as it sounds, we could say Jesus is the Son of 
Manasseh too… the reminder is that Jesus has a purpose… 
not to change the past, but to redeem the past… and establish 
a kingdom that gives everyone a chance to be saved.  

d. Don’t forget that even David, the man after God’s own heart (1 Sam 13:14), 
was a sinner saved by grace.  

i. He murdered Bathsheba’s husband Uriah after getting her pregnant. 
ii. Psalm 51 is David’s cry for mercy and forgiveness, which he 

received…  
iii. And though their first son died, God used the offspring of David and 

Bathsheba to lead the kingdom – Solomon.  
e. The challenge for us as readers of Scripture is to understand that David 

saw in a prophetic way that one of his descendants would save the people. 
IV. Jesus makes a point of this when He challenged the Pharisees. 

a. Jesus asked them, “What do you think about the Christ? Whose son is 
He?” They answered, “The son of David” (Matthew 22:42).  

i. But then Jesus quotes Psalm 110 (which King David wrote) and 
asked them how David could call his own descendant his Lord.  

ii. The Pharisees never did get it... But the great King David foresaw 
that his own descendant would not only be greater than him, but 
would actually become his Lord – his God. 

b. Peter also quoted this same psalm (110) in his Pentecost sermon in Acts… 
as his message converted 1000’s of people who were baptized that day.   

i. Peter says that one of David’s descendants would not only be king, 
but the difference between the two is that David died and was buried, 
while the Son of David was raised from the dead! 

c. Even 700 years before Jesus, Isaiah prophesied about the same Person: 
“For to us a child is born, to us a Son is given; and the government shall be 
upon His shoulder, and His name shall be called Wonderful Counselor, 
Mighty God, Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace. Of the increase of His 
government and of peace there will be no end, on the throne of David and 
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over His kingdom, to establish it and to uphold it with justice and with 
righteousness from this time forth and forevermore” (Is 9:6–7). 

V. Ok, so where does this leave us today as we ponder the Scriptures? 
a. Jesus is the long-awaited Savior, and He is the Son of David. 
b. Not only that, Jesus is David’s Lord… and the King of kings who sits at the 

right hand of the Father in all glory and honor.  
c. But Jesus wasn’t a normal king on earth… He wore a crown of thorns… He 

was covered in shame and sin… and He was sacrificed for the sins and 
brokenness of all those who came before Him… and all those who would 
come after Him.  

d. Jesus, unlike all the kings before and after, would not put His own self-
interest before His people… He became a servant who would die.  

e. King Jesus, by His death, paid the price for the Manassehs, the Davids, the 
rich and the poor, and all the scandals of the past, present and future. 

VI. Don’t forget, King Jesus died for you too.  
a. Just like all the rest, we’ve inherited the brokenness and sin that all people 

have in them.  
b. Yet, we are also sons and daughters of our Father in heaven by the work of 

Jesus and the faith He gave you.  
c. Matthew starts his Gospel out by pointing to Jesus as the Son of David – 

which is code for the “Savior of the world”.  
d. That’s our hope… that’s our focus during this season of Advent… the 

Savior of the world who gave up everything for our forgiveness, our life, 
and our salvation. Amen.1   

 
 
 
 
 
1 Sermon adapted from Rev. R. Lee Hagan, President, Missouri District, LC-MS, Advent-Christmas Series, 
Concordia Pulpit Resources, 2020. 


