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“Focal Point” – Pr Jim Sprengle, Lent 3, March 7, 2021 
 

I. 1 Corinthians 1:18 & 23 – 18 “For the word of the cross is folly to those who 
are perishing, but to us who are being saved it is the power of God. 23 …We 
preach Christ crucified, a stumbling block to Jews and folly to Gentiles 

II. Pastors face many challenges in the Christian Church today. 
a. One of the consistent issues we deal with each Sunday is how far we go in 

preaching the Law and its consequences. 
b. We’ve all known “that” preacher… you know, the “fire and brimstone” guy 

i. Somehow our minds go to the extreme when we talk about him – like 
he’s an offshoot of the Westboro Baptists (an extreme example of 
preaching the Law) 

c. However, perhaps you’ve known another type of preacher who never even 
talks about sin and its consequences.  

i. His sermons and teaching have lots of direction on how to live your 
best life, but never focus on why Jesus died – because of our sins 

ii. In fact, many of these preachers are accused of wanting to fill the 
seats in church more than to preach the whole counsel of God. 

d. So, what is so offensive about the Bible and its teaching that pastors have 
to use caution?  

i. Why is it so easy to offend from the pulpit? 
ii. Why do the Ten Commandments, when understood as God intends, 

cause people to cringe? 
iii. Why does the Word of God create so much trouble for people on the 

one hand, while offering grace and freedom on the other?  
e. What I am asking about here is a fundamental teaching in Scripture that we 

learn in Confirmation… the two great teachings or doctrines are Law and 
Gospel. 

i. The Law – shows our sin (s.o.s.) – it shows us our failures and sin, it 
corrects our paths, and as Psalm 19 so eloquently puts it, the Law 
makes us wise and enlightened, and should be considered like 
honey. 

ii. As I said in my message at last Wednesday’s midweek service 
(which I encourage you to watch!) the Ten Commandments, God’s 
Law is about loving God and loving our neighbor.  

f. The problem? We fail miserably. 
i. We consistently fall short of these commands in how we love God 

with our heart, mind, soul, and strength and how we love our 
neighbor as ourselves.  

ii. All too often, the sermons and teachings of a pastor hit on those very 
shortcomings, and it naturally offends… but it is meant to do much, 
much more than offend… it is meant to kill. 
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g. When we are baptized into the name of the Father and of the Son and of 
the Holy Spirit – that is death… the old Adam is drowned in the water, and 
a new Adam comes forth.  

i. God wants death to the old, sinful Adam, and the Law preached is 
one way that this happens.  

III. Is God a God of wrath and anger? 
a. We certainly don’t want to believe such a thing…what’s the saying… You 

catch more flies with honey than vinegar?  
b. I’m not so sure that people see God in all His power and glory… or we 

choose to domesticate Him so that He fits in our little box of understanding 
c. Just read the Old Testament and you will see many places where God did 

things foreign to our understandings of Him… maybe like Jesus in the 
temple today.  

d.  Jesus, our warm and fuzzy friend, went into the temple with a whip… 
overturned tables… and in righteous anger forced the money-changers and 
vendors out. 

i. He could have simply taught a parable that got the attention of 
everyone… and you can imagine, each one walks away with their 
head hanging because they knew they were wrong 

ii. He could have begun with one vendor who helped others see their 
wrongdoing and changed things that way 

iii. Nope, Jesus went in with a whip and took action…in anger 
iv. Some things are too important to let go… and fear and respect for the 

Lord and His house of worship was one of those things 
e. God doesn’t want to let some things go, and He will go to any measure 

necessary draw people to Himself. 
IV. But the way God brings people in is just foolishness, right?  

a. Here we are today, as God’s people, worshiping a God who died in 
weakness 

b. Paul, the one who wrote this First Letter to the Corinthians, begins with a 
shocking, but true statement – God suffered and died… which is absolute 
foolishness to some 

c. But wait Pr Jim, you just said God was almighty in power and glory… how 
and why would He go the way of the cross?  

i. The answer is either foolishness or pure wisdom depending on the 
person hearing the message 

ii. Because God, in all His glory, suffered beyond our comprehension to 
free us from an eternity in hell 

iii. In fact, the wrath of the Father… all the righteous anger toward sin 
and its consequences was focused on the Son, Jesus Christ.  
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1. Jesus became the focal point for God the Father’s wrath and 
punishment – all so we could be forgiven without fear of 
punishment ourselves. 

d. By the way, that is the Gospel you just heard – the second great teaching 
of the Bible, which shows our Savior (s.o.s.)  

i. Jesus died on the cross to redeem us from our sin and failure in 
keeping God’s commands.  

e. God, in His wisdom and power, took the Law that condemns, and fulfilled it 
by living the perfect life and dying the perfect death… in weakness. 

V. The foolishness of the cross is now our cross. 
a. When we say – when Paul says, “we preach Christ crucified” that means 

Jesus is the focal point. 
b. In Romans 6:3-5 Paul says that through our Baptisms, we are connected to 

Christ in His death as well as His resurrection. 
c. We have been raised to life in that Baptism to live out our temporal life 

under God’s care… and in weakness. 
d. Some people want heaven on earth… sorry to burst your bubble, but you 

and I will face many hardships and challenges.  
e. The struggle and the sorrow of this life are far from over for most of us, but 

with Jesus as our focal point, we can still live for Him. 
f. Remember when we preach the foolishness of the cross, it means that we 

suffer and struggle… and through that weakness God’s glory shines out 
g. We hate to hear that life might not be fun, that we might have thorns in our 

sides, or that we have a cross to bear. 
h. Once again, we have a Savior in Jesus as our focal point. 

i. I remember as a kid going out to fix fence on our property, and it was 
far enough out there that we had to carry the posts 

ii. As long as I could see the point that I needed to get to, I would focus 
in on that little area and just keep going… 

iii. If I had no focal point, it made the job almost unbearable… 
i. Get it? Unbearable?  

i. You will never bear the cross of Jesus as He calls on you to do 
without your Savior’s help (in the power of the Holy Spirit).  

ii. Jesus is the one waiting for you… 
iii. There will come a day that you can take that one last breath… and 

drop your cross… and walk into the arms of Jesus. 
j. God has graciously given us a focal point… Christ and Him crucified… as 

we live our lives under His grace. 
i. Even in weakness and foolishness and His foreign ways 
ii. But we know…we believe that by His blood He won salvation for us, 

and our final day will prove that God’s promises are true… Amen. 


