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THE RESURRECTION OF OUR LORD 
 
WELCOME, IN THE NAME OF THE RISEN CHRIST!  
Guests, visitors, and members — we are glad you are here to share the greatest joy the 
world has ever known, the resurrection of Jesus Christ! May your time with the Lord and 
your fellow Christians be blessed greatly today as you sing, pray and listen to His Word.  
 

(P = Pastor, C = Congregation, A = Assisting) 
 
 

T PREPARATION T 

 
Theme: “He Is Risen; He Is Not Here” 

 
AS WE GATHER 
 
Though Christmas may be a favorite, Paul reminds us that Easter is of “first importance.” If 
Christ had not arisen, our hope would be still locked in the tomb. Because He is risen, just 
as He said, we have hope of our own resurrection from the dead and look forward to the life 
everlasting, which death cannot touch. We come here today not simply to remember an 
event but to rejoice in the future made possible for us because of what happened. Before 
the world we confess that Jesus’ resurrection is not a hope but a fact witnessed by more 
than five hundred and on that fact God has built a future for us—one we anticipate now 
even as we wait to see it fulfilled. 
 
PRE-SERVICE MUSIC  
 
INVOCATION 
 

P In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 
 
OPENING RESPONSES 
 

P Alleluia! Christ is risen! 

C He is risen indeed! Alleluia! 
 

P  Jesus Christ was sacrificed as our Paschal Lamb.  

C  He takes away the sins of the world. (John 1:29)  

 

P  Our Lord and Savior died to destroy death.  

C  For death could not hold Him. (Acts 2:24)   
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P  Jesus said, “Because I live…  

C  we will live too!” (John 14:19) 
 

P Alleluia! Christ is risen! 

C He is risen indeed! Alleluia! 
 
 
PROCESSIONAL HYMN OF RESURRECTION  
 

“Jesus Christ Is Risen Today” 
 

Jesus Christ is risen today, Alleluia! 
Our triumphant holy day, Alleluia! 

Who did once upon the cross, Alleluia! 
Suffer to redeem our loss, Alleluia! 

 
Hymns of praise then let us sing, Alleluia! 
Unto Christ our heavenly King, Alleluia! 

Who endured the cross and grave, Alleluia! 
Sinners to redeem and save, Alleluia! 

 
Sing we to our God above, Alleluia! 
Praise eternal as His love, Alleluia! 

Praise Him all ye heavenly host, Alleluia! 
Father Son and Holy Ghost, Alleluia! 

 
 
WELCOME  
 
 
EASTER RESPONSE 
 

P Christ is risen, alleluia! 

C He is risen indeed, alleluia! 
 
 
CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION 
 

P Let us come before God in true repentance, seeking His mercy and forgiveness. 
O God our Father, we admit and confess that we are by nature sinful and unclean 
and that we have sinned against You in thought and in word and in deed. 

C Have mercy on us and forgive us, O Lord. 
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P We confess that we have not lived as Your followers but have sought to go our own 
ways in directions that have not brought glory to You or blessing to others. 

C Have mercy on us and forgive us, O Lord. 
 

P We confess that Your love has not reached others through us in every situation, that 
there have been times in which we have been loveless, thoughtless, and judgmental 
toward others, unwilling to help our neighbors as we ought. 

C Have mercy on us and forgive us, Lord. 
 

P We confess that we have not used every opportunity given to us to witness to the 
resurrection faith that is ours and have at times been slow to speak of the hope that 
is ours in Christ. 

C Have mercy on us and forgive us, Lord. 
 

P Upon this your confession and by the command of our Lord, I, a called and ordained 

servant of Christ, forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and of the T 
Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 
 
 
SALUTATION  

 

P  The Lord be with you. 

C And also with you. 
 
 
PRAYER OF THE DAY 

 

P Let us pray. 
Almighty God and Father, through Your only-begotten Son, Jesus Christ, You have 
overcome death and opened the gate of everlasting life to us. Grant that we, who 
celebrate with joy the day of our Lord’s resurrection, may be raised from the death 
of sin by Your life-giving Spirit; through Jesus Christ, our Lord, who lives and reigns 
with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C Amen. 
 
 
MUSIC “Was It A Morning Like This?” 

Jim Croegaert/arr. Don Hart 
Carlyn Staudt & Brad Hall, duo 
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T THE WORD OF GOD T 

 
OLD TESTAMENT READING Isaiah 25:6–9 (ESV) 

(He will swallow up death forever.) 

6 On this mountain the Lord of hosts will make for all peoples a feast of rich food, a feast of 
well-aged wine, of rich food full of marrow, of aged wine well refined. 7 And He will swallow 
up on this mountain the covering that is cast over all peoples, the veil that is spread over all 
nations. 8 He will swallow up death forever; and the Lord God will wipe away tears from all 
faces, and the reproach of His people He will take away from all the earth, for the Lord has 
spoken. 9 It will be said on that day, “Behold, this is our God; we have waited for Him, that 
He might save us. This is the Lord; we have waited for Him; let us be glad and rejoice in His 
salvation.” 
 

A This is the Word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 

 
EPISTLE 1 Corinthians 15:1–11 (ESV) 

(Christ appeared to His disciples and to more than five hundred witnesses.) 

1 Now I would remind you, brothers, of the gospel I preached to you, which you received, in 
which you stand, 2 and by which you are being saved, if you hold fast to the word I 
preached to you—unless you believed in vain. 3 For I delivered to you as of first importance 
what I also received: that Christ died for our sins in accordance with the Scriptures, 4 that 
He was buried, that He was raised on the third day in accordance with the Scriptures, 5 and 
that He appeared to Cephas, then to the twelve. 6 Then He appeared to more than five 
hundred brothers at one time, most of whom are still alive, though some have fallen asleep. 
7 Then He appeared to James, then to all the apostles. 8 Last of all, as to one untimely born, 
He appeared also to me. 9 For I am the least of the apostles, unworthy to be called an 
apostle, because I persecuted the church of God. 10 But by the grace of God I am what I 
am, and His grace toward me was not in vain. On the contrary, I worked harder than any of 
them, though it was not I, but the grace of God that is with me. 11 Whether then it was I or 
they, so we preach and so you believed. 
 

A This is the Word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 

 
LAMBS’ LESSON 

 
MUSIC “This Is What Is Meant By Love” 

Words by Rose Aspinall; music by Jay Rouse 
Ascension Choir 
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HOLY GOSPEL  Mark 16:1-8 (ESV)  
(He is risen; He is not here!) 

P The Holy Gospel according to St. Mark, the sixteenth chapter. 

C Glory to You, O Lord. 
 
1 When the Sabbath was past, Mary Magdalene and Mary the mother of James and Salome 
bought spices, so that they might go and anoint Him. 2 And very early on the first day of the 
week, when the sun had risen, they went to the tomb. 3 And they were saying to one 
another, “Who will roll away the stone for us from the entrance of the tomb?” 4 And looking 
up, they saw that the stone had been rolled back—it was very large. 5 And entering the 
tomb, they saw a young man sitting on the right side, dressed in a white robe, and they 
were alarmed. 6 And he said to them, “Do not be alarmed. You seek Jesus of Nazareth, 
who was crucified. He has risen; He is not here. See the place where they laid Him. 7 But 
go, tell His disciples and Peter that He is going before you to Galilee. There you will see 
Him, just as He told you.” 8 And they went out and fled from the tomb, for trembling and 
astonishment had seized them, and they said nothing to anyone, for they were afraid. 
 

P This is the Gospel of the Lord. 

C Praise to You, O Christ. 
 
 
EASTER RESPONSE 
 

P Christ is risen, Alleluia! 

C He is risen indeed, Alleluia! 
 
 
HYMN “Christ Has Arisen, Alleluia” 

 
Christ has arisen, alleluia. Rejoice and praise Him, alleluia. 

For our Redeemer burst from the tomb, Even from death, dispelling its gloom. 
 

(Refrain) 
Let us sing praise to Him with endless joy;  

Death’s fearful sting He has come to destroy. 
Our sin forgiving, alleluia! Jesus is living, alleluia! 

 
For three long days the grave did its worst Until its strength by God was dispersed. 

He who gives life did death undergo; And in its conquest His might did show.  (Refrain) 
 

“Go spread the news: He’s not in the grave; He has arisen this world to save. 
Jesus’ redeeming labors are done; Even the battle with sin is won.” (Refrain) 
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SERMON “I AM WHAT I AM” 1 Corinthians 15:1–11 
Pastor Jim Sprengle 

 
APOSTLES’ CREED 
 
I believe in God, the Father Almighty, Maker of Heaven and earth. 

And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord, Who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died and was 
buried. He descended into hell. The third day He rose again from the dead. He 
ascended into Heaven and sits at the right hand of God the Father Almighty. From 
thence He will come to judge the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy Christian Church, the communion of saints, the 
forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen. 
 
 
TITHES AND OFFERINGS  
(Our offerings are made as an act of worship, given in loving response to all that God has 
graciously given us, both materially and spiritually.) 
 
SPECIAL MUSIC “It Is Finished” 

Scott W. Brown & Phil Naish 
Karon Keup, soloist 

 
 
PRAYERS OF THE CHURCH 
 

P Let us pray for the whole people of God in Christ Jesus and for all people according 
to their needs.  
Heavenly Father, we live in a culture of distractions and diversions. Help us to focus 
our hearts and minds on the things of first importance: Christ’s death and 
resurrection for sinners, for Christ is risen! 

C He is risen indeed! Alleluia! 
 

P Lord, You sent a messenger to proclaim Jesus’ resurrection to the women on Easter 
morning. Inspire us to share the message of Jesus’ resurrection throughout the 
world, for Christ is risen! 

C He is risen indeed! Alleluia! 
 

P We pray for those in need, who are ill and those who mourn…Comfort them with the 
hope of resurrected bodies that will be ours when Jesus returns, for Christ is risen! 

C He is risen indeed! Alleluia! 
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P We pray for those who are celebrating…Grant that our rejoicing draw us back to the 
Good News that Christ is risen! 

C He is risen indeed! Alleluia! 
 

P Into Your hands we commend all for whom we pray, trusting in Your mercy, through 
Jesus Christ, our risen Lord. 

C Amen. 
 
 
THE LORD’S PRAYER  (Mt 6:9ff; Lk 11:2ff) 
 
Our Father, Who art in Heaven, hallowed be Thy name, Thy Kingdom come, Thy will 
be done on earth as it is in Heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us 
our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into 
temptation, but deliver us from evil. For Thine is the Kingdom and the power and the 
glory, forever and ever. Amen. 
 
 
LITANY 
 

P Easter is here, and the stone has been rolled away. 

C Jesus lives! And our sins are forgiven! 
 

P The light has dawned on an empty tomb. 

C Jesus lives! And His light shines through our darkness! 
 

P The resurrected Christ gives us true hope in a life that never ends. 

C Jesus lives! And all doubting is done! 
 

P The grave is open, and no death can hold us. 

C Jesus lives! And death is defeated! 
 
 
 
BENEDICTION 
 

P  Therefore, go in the power of our risen Christ to work, live, love and serve, for the 
resurrection has changed everything. You have nothing to fear. You are never 
alone. Sin and death do not have the final word. We are more than conquerors 
through Him who loves us, who gave His life for us and who now sits at God’s right 

hand interceding on our behalf. Go in peace, T for Christ is risen!  

C He is risen, indeed! Alleluia! Amen. 
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CLOSING HYMN “Now All The Vault Of Heaven Resounds” 
 

Now all the vault of heav’n resounds  In praise of love that still abounds: 
“Christ has triumphed! He is living!”  Sing, choirs of angels, loud and clear! 

Repeat their song of glory here:  “Christ has triumphed! Christ has triumphed!” 
Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia! 

 
Eternal is the gift He brings,  Therefore our heart with rapture sings: 

“Christ has triumphed! He is living!”  Now still He comes to give us life 
And by His presence stills all strife.  Christ has triumphed! He is living! 

Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia! 
 
 
DISMISSAL 
 

P  Go in peace to serve and proclaim our risen Lord! 

C Thanks be to God! 
 
 
ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS 
Scripture taken from The Holy Bible, English Standard Version Copyright © 2001 by Crossway Bibles, a division of Good News Publishers. 
Capitalization of pronouns referring to the Deity has been added and is not part of the original English Standard Version text. 

Sections of this service were taken from Creative Worship, Copyrights © 2007 and 2009 Concordia Publishing House.  

Sections of this service were taken from: Creative Worship Resources, Copyright © 2020 Concordia Publishing House. All rights reserved. 

“Christ Has Arisen, Alleluia” © 1977 Howard S. Olson. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License .NET, no. 100010537. 

“Now All the Vault of Heaven Resounds” © 1958 Augsburg Publishing House. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License .NET, no. 100010537. 
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ANNOUNCEMENTS April 4, 2021  

† SERVICES RESUME AT NORMAL TIMES  
8:30 and 11:00am with adult education class at 9:45am. Call 503-665-8821 to reserve a 
space. Only 35 per service can attend. 

† ALTERNATIVES FOR HOMEBOUND WORSHIP  
• Radio: KPDQ on 93.9FM Sunday mornings at 7:00am.  

• alcportland.org for Bible Studies and Worship Services  

† PRAYER NEEDS?  
Contact the church office with any requests at 503-665-8821 or e-mail: 
office@alcportland.org  

† PRAYERS ARE REQUESTED FOR:  
Carolyn Erdmann, Ray Brown, Mike Hatley, Lorraine Haggard, The Family of Randy 
Arronson, The family of Jim Kuether, Jr., Mary Niska, Larry Hart, The Family of Jack 
Webber, Bill Ritchie, Colleen Ek Yah, Esperanza Gutierrez, Brian Laxton, Virginia Hunt, 
John Eilers and Family, Marty Blankenburg, Richard Robertson, Lewis Eilers, The Family of 
Ordena Laxton, The Family of Wayne Rippon, Rich Zahursky, Audrey Bauch, Alan Bauch, 
Leonard Murphy, Bruce Blubaum, Judy Blubaum, Elly Brown, Antonia Martinez (mother of 
Esperanza Gutierrez),  
Ava Wentela (Sue Wentela’s granddaughter), Carol Santorufo (sister of Sue Wentela), 
*Barbara Schrader, *Dale Porath, All those suffering or infected with Covid-19.  
*Home Bound.  

† PRAY FOR OUR MILITARY:  
Marie Cassetty Brown, Air Force — Ramstein Air Base, Germany AFB LA (sister-in-law of 
Wanda Cassetty);  
Jon Porath, Air Force — Nellis Air Force Base, Las Vegas NV (son of Dale and Sherry 
Porath);  
Dakota Saunders, US Navy — Based in Cecilia Italy (godson of Carrie Graham);  
Alex Williamson, Air Force, Reserve — Washington (grandson of Rebecca Williamson);  
Michael Williamson, Air Force, Reserve — Texas (grandson of Rebecca Williamson);  
Jamie Wong-Lopez, Marines — Annapolis MD (nephew of Kevin and Merci McInaney);  
Clayton Wright, Air Force – Yokota AFB Japan (grandson of Virginia Jacobs);  
Colton Wright, Navy — Assigned to USS Harry S. Truman (grandson of Virginia Jacobs);  
Tyler Young, Navy — Deployed (nephew of Karen Arronson). 

† MILESTONES 

BAPTISM BIRTHDAYS  
Bob Rekdahl   4/4   Emanuel Aguilar  4/5 
Josue Aguilar   4/5   Lesly Aguilar   4/5 
Lila Theye   4/8   Sylvia Guthrie   4/9 
Kim Laxton   4/9  
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BIRTHDAYS  
Rose Cassetty   4/6   Klara Schmidt   4/8 
Jeannette Krogh  4/9  

WEDDING ANNIVERSARIES  
John and Wendy Hazen April 4, 1981 
Mike and Laura Potter April 5, 1980 
Ron and Carolyn Barendse April 6, 1957 

EVENTS AT ASCENSION LUTHERAN CHURCH 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
† SERVANTS NEEDED FOR SUNDAY WORSHIP 
Can you be a servant? Do you have a mouth so you can smile and talk? Can you be kind? 
Can you listen and press a button when needed?? These are HUGE skills, but if you have 

any of them you are overqualified to help at worship!       If you are coming to service, think 

about offering to be a servant during worship. Training is Free…and you will be appreciated 
more than you know. 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  

NEXT WEEK 

Sunday, April 11 

8:30am Worship  

9:45am Adult Education   

11:00am Worship with Communion 

Monday, April 11 

11:00am Haiti Report, With Bud and Cindy 

Lenker 

 

 

THIS WEEK 

Sunday, April 4 ~ EASTER 

8:30am Worship  

9:45am Adult Education   

11:00am Worship 
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1440 SE 182nd Avenue, Portland, OR 97233 
Church: 503-665-8821 · Childcare Center: 503-667-6750 

Web Site: www.alcportland.org 

Church Office Hours: Monday–Friday 9am to 3pm 
 

Our Mission Statement:  
~Go and Share Jesus Christ~ 

Our Vision Statement:  
“Take part…Join Jesus on His mission* 

 
The members of Ascension Lutheran Church are committed to being God’s witnesses in Gresham, 
and in all of Portland and the Northwest, and to the ends of the earth (Acts 1:8): 

With the universal Christian Church, we believe, teach and respond to the love of the Triune God— 
the Father, Creator of all that exists; the Son Jesus Christ, Who left His home in Heaven to become 
flesh and blood, to suffer and die for the sins of all peoples of the world, and Who rose from the 
grave, victorious over sin, death and the devil, that we too might live with Him in Heaven; and the 
Holy Spirit, Who creates faith in our hearts in Christ Jesus through God’s Word and Sacrament. The 
three Persons of the Holy Trinity are one God, co-equal and co-eternal. The core teachings of our 
faith from the Lutheran perspective can be summarized in three short phrases: Grace alone, 
Scripture alone, Faith alone. 
 

STAFF 

Rev. Jim Sprengle, Pastor 
pastor@alcportland.org 

Ruberto Ek Yah, Vicar 
vicar@alcportland.org 

Rev. Dan Critchett, Christian Outreach  
pastordan@alcportland.org 

Brad Hall, Worship and Music Coordinator 
worship@alcportland.org 

Michele Sprengle, Office Administrator 
office@alcportland.org 

Wanda Cassetty, Council Secretary 
council@alcportland.org 

Bonnie Webber, Treasurer or Rebecca Williamson, Assistant Treasurer 
treasurer@alcportland.org 

 


