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TWENTY-THIRD SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST 
 

NOVEMBER 8, 2020 
 

WELCOME to all who are attending our service today. We are glad you are with us! To all 
guests and visitors, we especially extend our hands of friendship. May God bless the 
worship time for each one of you. Please come again!  
 
NURSERY AVAILABLE We have an unstaffed nursery for your convenience and privacy. 
The nursery has audio and video so you may hear and see the worship service while 
attending to your child.  
 
HOLY COMMUNION is celebrated at the 8:30 service on the 1st and 3rd Sundays of the 
month, and at the 11:00 service on the 2nd and 4th Sundays.  
 

P = Pastor, C = Congregation, A = Reader/Assisting) 
 
 

T PREPARATION T 

 
Theme: “Prepared for What Lies Ahead” 

 
AS WE GATHER 
 
Today we hear words from the prophet Amos and the apostle Paul concerning the end of 
days and everlasting life. Jesus tells us a parable about being ready for the day He returns 
in glory. Are you ready? What does it take to be ready? We all need to consider that Jesus 
could return at any time, and our lives today prepare us for what lies ahead. 
 
PRELUDE  
 
WELCOME 
 
HYMN  “I Love Your Kingdom, Lord” 

 
I love Your kingdom, Lord,  The place of Your abode; 

The Church our blest Redeemer saved  With His own precious blood. 
 

I love Your Church, O God!  Its walls before You stand, 
Dear as the apple of Your eye  And graven on Your hand. 

 
Beyond my highest joy  I prize its Heav’nly ways, 

Its sweet communion, solemn vows,  Its hymns of love and praise. 
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Sure as Your truth shall last,  To Zion shall be giv’n 
The brightest glories earth can yield  And brighter bliss of Heav’n. 

 
 

INVOCATION   

 

P In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 
 
 
OPENING SENTENCES 
 

P Make haste, O God, to deliver us! 

C O Lord, make haste to help us! 
 

P May all who seek the Lord rejoice and be glad in Him! 

C May we say evermore, “God is great!” 
 

P For Christ is coming soon. 

C Soon, He will descend from the heavens. 
 

P Soon, He will raise the dead. 

C And we will always be with the Lord. 
 

P He is our help and our deliverer. 

C O Lord, do not delay! 
 
 
CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION 
 

P Indeed, Christ is coming soon to raise the dead and bring us into everlasting life with 
Him. Yet there are times when we have lived as if Christ’s return was not important 
and not imminent. Yet, our heavenly Father invites us to return to Him and ask for 
His forgiveness. 

 
Silence for reflection. 

P Heavenly Father, 

C we confess that we have ignored You and our neighbors in need. We have 
sinned in our thoughts, words, and actions. We have failed by our inactivity. 
Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, O Lord, that we might be encouraged by 
Your presence and forgiven of our sin. 
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P God hears your confession and has promised to always be with you. Almighty God 
in His mercy has given His Son, Jesus Christ, to die and rise for you and for His 
sake forgives you all your sins. As a called and ordained servant of Christ and by 
His authority, I therefore forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and of 

the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. We are forgiven. We look for the return of Jesus. 
 
SALUTATION  
 

P The Lord be with you. 

C And also with you. 
 
PRAYER OF THE DAY 
 

P Let us pray. 

Lord God, heavenly Father, send forth Your Son to lead home His Bride, the 
Church, that with all the company of the redeemed we may finally enter into His 
eternal wedding feast; through the same Jesus Christ, our Lord, who lives and 
reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C Amen. 
 
SHARING THE PEACE OF THE LORD 
 

P The peace of the Lord be with you all. 

C And also with you. 

 

T THE WORD T 
 
OLD TESTAMENT READING          Amos 5:18–24 (ESV) 

(The day of the Lord is coming.) 

18 Woe to you who desire the day of the Lord! Why would you have the day of the Lord? It is 
darkness, and not light, 19 as if a man fled from a lion, and a bear met him, or went into the 
house and leaned his hand against the wall, and a serpent bit him. 20 Is not the day of the 
Lord darkness, and not light, and gloom with no brightness in it? 21 “I hate, I despise your 
feasts, and I take no delight in your solemn assemblies. 22 Even though you offer Me your 
burnt offerings and grain offerings, I will not accept them; and the peace offerings of your 
fattened animals, I will not look upon them. 23 Take away from Me the noise of your songs; 
to the melody of your harps I will not listen. 24 But let justice roll down like waters, and 
righteousness like an ever-flowing stream. 

A This is the Word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 
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EPISTLE             1 Thessalonians 4:13–18 (ESV) 

(We will always be with the Lord.) 
 

13 But we do not want you to be uninformed, brothers, about those who are asleep, that you 
may not grieve as others do who have no hope. 14 For since we believe that Jesus died and 
rose again, even so, through Jesus, God will bring with Him those who have fallen 
asleep.15 For this we declare to you by a word from the Lord, that we who are alive, who are 
left until the coming of the Lord, will not precede those who have fallen asleep. 16 For the 
Lord Himself will descend from heaven with a cry of command, with the voice of an 
archangel, and with the sound of the trumpet of God. And the dead in Christ will rise first. 
17 Then we who are alive, who are left, will be caught up together with them in the clouds to 
meet the Lord in the air, and so we will always be with the Lord. 18 Therefore encourage one 
another with these words. 
 

A This is the Word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 
 
 
LAMBS LESSON  Pastor Jim Sprengle 
 
 
HOLY GOSPEL Matthew 25:1–13 (ESV) 

(The parable of the ten virgins.) 

P The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew, the twenty-fifth chapter. 

C Glory to You, O Lord. 
 
1“Then the kingdom of heaven will be like ten virgins who took their lamps and went to meet 
the bridegroom. 2 Five of them were foolish, and five were wise. 3 For when the foolish took 
their lamps, they took no oil with them, 4 but the wise took flasks of oil with their lamps.5 As 
the bridegroom was delayed, they all became drowsy and slept. 6 But at midnight there was 
a cry, ‘Here is the bridegroom! Come out to meet him.’ 7 Then all those virgins rose and 
trimmed their lamps. 8 And the foolish said to the wise, ‘Give us some of your oil, for our 
lamps are going out.’ 9 But the wise answered, saying, ‘Since there will not be enough for us 
and for you, go rather to the dealers and buy for yourselves.’ 10 And while they were going 
to buy, the bridegroom came, and those who were ready went in with him to the marriage 
feast, and the door was shut. 11 Afterward the other virgins came also, saying, ‘Lord, Lord, 
open to us.’ 12 But he answered, ‘Truly, I say to you, I do not know you.’ 13 Watch therefore, 
for you know neither the day nor the hour. 

 

P This is the Gospel of the Lord. 

C Praise to You, O Christ. 
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SONG “Be Unto Your Name” 
 

We are a moment, You are forever,  
Lord of the ages, God before time, 
We are a vapor, You are eternal,  

Love everlasting, reigning on high. 
 

(Chorus) 
Holy, holy, Lord God Almighty,  

worthy is the Lamb Who was slain, 
Highest praises, honor and glory  

Be unto Your name, be unto Your name. 
 

We are the broken, You are the healer,  
Jesus, Redeemer, mighty to save, 

You are the love song we'll sing forever,  
bowing before You, blessing Your name. (Chorus 2x’s) 

 
 

SERMON “READY BAG” Matthew 25:1–13 
Pastor Jim Sprengle 

 
 

APOSTLES’ CREED 
 

I believe in God, the Father Almighty, Maker of Heaven and earth. 

And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord, Who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died and was 
buried. He descended into hell. The third day He rose again from the dead. He 
ascended into Heaven and sits at the right hand of God the Father Almighty. From 
thence He will come to judge the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy Christian Church, the communion of saints, the 
forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen. 
 
 
PRAYER FOR TITHES AND OFFERINGS 
(Our offerings are made as an act of worship, given in loving response to all that God has 
graciously given us, both materially and spiritually.) 
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PRAYER OF THE CHURCH  
 

P Lord, You are our help and deliverer and to You we bring the prayers and petitions 
of Your people, that You may grant to us all things good and needful and guard us 
against all things evil and harmful. 

 
Brief silence 

P  That the Lord would rule over the darkness and shine His light over all the earth, 
that those from many nations may be united as one people through Baptism and live 
together in faith, by the power of the Holy Spirit, let us pray to the Lord:  

C  Lord, have mercy. 
 

P  That the Lord would grant us wisdom and courage, that we may be prepared at all 
times to receive Him when He comes in His glory and that we may not be distracted 
by earthly glories that fade away or disillusioned by earthly disappointments, which 
will come to an end, let us pray to the Lord:  

C  Lord, have mercy. 
 

P  That the Lord would give courage to all pastors as they preach and teach the Word 
of the Lord, that all those who hear may believe, and that believing, they may live in 
righteousness and godliness before the world and be kept to the day when Christ 
returns as Lord and Judge of all, let us pray to the Lord:  

C Lord, have mercy. 
 

P  That the governments of the world and our leaders would act justly and with mercy, 
that we may be spared war and violence, and that we may use wisely and for the 
Lord’s glory His gift of liberty and the abundant blessings He has poured out on our 
land, let us pray to the Lord:  

C Lord, have mercy. 
 

P  That we may find a home within the house of the Lord here on earth, that we may 
rejoice in the Lord’s Word and Sacraments by which we are brought to faith and 
nurtured in this faith, and that we may be sustained in the days of waiting, serving 
the Lord in anticipation of His return, let us pray to the Lord:  

C Lord, have mercy. 
 

P  That we may be ready to receive the Lord when He comes again in glory, that the 
Lord may open the hearts of those who have wandered away from the faith, and 
that the Lord may restore those caught up in error’s maze, let us pray to the Lord:  

C  Lord, have mercy. 
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P  That the Lord would give aid and comfort to the sick, the suffering and those in their 
last days, that He may grant healing according to His will and strength to bear up 
under the weight of loneliness or affliction, we pray especially for…let us pray to the 
Lord:  

C  Lord, have mercy. 

 

P That the Lord be praised for the gifts of our earthly life and the celebrations that are 
a part of it, and especially for those giving thanks this week...let us pray to the Lord:  

C  Lord, have mercy. 
 

P  That the Lord may hear and answer the prayers of His people and that we may be 
content with His answer, trusting in His Fatherly will and wisdom to grant us all that 
we need and all that will profit our salvation, let us pray in the name of our Savior, 
Jesus Christ, our Lord.  

C  Amen. 
 
 
THE LORD’S PRAYER (Mt 6:9ff; Lk 11:2ff) 
 

P Taught by our Lord and trusting in His promises, we are bold to pray: 

C Our Father, Who art in Heaven, hallowed be Thy name, Thy Kingdom come, 
Thy will be done on earth as it is in Heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; 
and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us; 
and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For Thine is the 
Kingdom and the power and the glory, forever and ever. Amen. 

 
 
BENEDICTION Numbers 6:24–26 
 

P The Lord bless you and keep you. 
The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you. 

The Lord look upon you with favor and T give you peace.      

C Amen. 
 
 
ANNOUNCEMENTS 
(Please read the FYI in your bulletin for additional announcements and information.) 
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HYMN  “Rejoice, the Lord is King” 
 

Rejoice, the Lord is King; Your Lord and King adore! 
Rejoice, give thanks and sing, And triumph evermore. 

Lift up your heart. 
Lift up your voice, rejoice, Again I say rejoice. 

 
His kingdom cannot fail;  He rules o’er earth and Heav’n. 

The keys of death and hell are to our Jesus giv’n. 
Lift up your heart. 

Lift up your voice, rejoice, Again I say rejoice. 
 

Rejoice in glorious hope!  Our lord, the Judge, shall come 
And take His servants up  To their eternal home. 

Lift up your heart. 
Lift up your voice, rejoice, Again I say rejoice. 

 
 
DISMISSAL 
 

P Go in peace. Serve the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God! 
 
 
 
ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS 
Scripture taken from The Holy Bible, English Standard Version Copyright © 2001 by Crossway Bibles, a division of Good 
News Publishers. Capitalization of pronouns referring to the Deity has been added and is not part of the original English 
Standard Version text. 

Parts of this service taken from Creative Worship for the Lutheran Parish, Series A, Quarter 4. Copyright ©2020 Concordia 
Publishing House. All rights reserved. Used by permission. 

Unless otherwise noted, all hymns are from the Public Domain. 

“Be Unto Your Name”, Gary Sadler | Lynn DeShazoCCLI Song # 2177476© 1998 Integrity's Hosanna! Music (Admin. by 
Capitol CMG Publishing (Integrity Music [DC Cook])) For use solely with the SongSelect® Terms of Use. All rights 
reserved. www.ccli.com   CCLI License # 759893 
  

https://songselect.ccli.com/about/termsofuse
http://www.ccli.com/
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ANNOUNCEMENTS—FYI NOVEMBER 8, 2020 

† ASCENSION HELP LINE – 971-715-1416 

Our goal is to offer practical help for our members and friends in need during this difficult 

time. We have volunteers who are willing to run errands, bring groceries, or help with other 

needs. In addition, volunteers can call to check on people, offer a connection, and pray. 

Please leave your name, number, and as clearly as possible describe your need, and a 

HELP LINE Volunteer will return your call within 24 hours.  

† ALTERNATIVE FOR HOMEBOUND WORSHIP 

• Online Daily Devotions are on our Facebook page: Ascension Lutheran Church and 

School - Portland 

• Radio: KPDQ on 93.9FM Sunday mornings at 7:00am.  

• alcportland.org for Bible Studies and Worship Services 

† ATTENDING SATURDAY SEVICE 

The official rule for religious services is maximum 50 people, including pastors and 

assistants, as long as 6-foot distancing is possible. Our sanctuary has a seating 

arrangement that will allow 30 people to meet with proper social distancing. Beginning 

Saturday, September 12, you may attend the 3:00pm recorded worship services. Every 

other pew is blocked off for distancing. Individuals must sit at the end of the pews, unless in 

a family unit. Reservations are required, so please contact the office the week prior. After 

the service is recorded, a brief communion service will be held for those in attendance.  

Reservations:  Contact office and speak to Michele.  

   No voice messages or emails to make reservations 

   Reservations for coming Saturday only (no multiple weeks)  

   If full that week, names go on next week’s list 

The procedure for coming is as follows: 

1. Do not have ANY illnesses or symptoms. 

2. Arrive prior to 3pm as the service is taped and disturbances after beginning 

are not good 

3. Wear a mask when entering 

4. Use hand sanitizer on the table and sign in on the sheet there  

5. Social distance of 6 feet at all times 

6. Enter the building through the Narthex Entrance 

7. To enter the sanctuary, use the door at the hallway not the main sanctuary 

doors as they are blocked off due to filming.  

8. No dwelling after church in the narthex. Please take conversations outside. 
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BAPTISM BIRTHDAYS  

Daniel Reinert   11/8   Kaye Beaulieu   11/11 

Janelle Hart   11/12   Randy Schroeder  11/14 

BIRTHDAYS  

Matt Ernst   11/10   Elliot Noonan   11/10 

Van Sooter   11/13   Ava Wentela   11/14 

WEDDING ANNIVERSARIES - NONE 

 

PRAYER NEEDS?  

Contact the church office with any requests at 503-665-8821 or e-mail: office@alcportland.org 

PRAYERS ARE REQUESTED FOR: 

The Family of Rev. Dave Carstens, Carolyn Erdmann, Elly Brown, Bonnie Webber, Mike 

Hatley, The family of Alejandra Gamboa, The Family of Randy Arronson, Mary Niska, Jack 

Webber, Larry Hart, Bill Ritchie, Colleen Ek Yah, Esperanza Gutierrez, Brian Laxton, 

Virginia Hunt, John Eilers and Family, Marty Blankenburg, Richard Robertson, Lewis Eilers, 

Wayne Rippon, Rich Zahursky, Audrey Bauch, Alan Bauch, Leonard Murphy, Bruce 

Blubaum, Judy Blubaum, Ray Brown, Antonia Martinez (mother of Esperanza Gutierrez), 

Ella Murray, Ava Wentela (Sue Wentela’s granddaughter), Carol Santorufo (sister of Sue 

Wentela), *Ordena Laxton, *Jean Smith, *Barbara Schrader, *Dale Porath, All those 

suffering or infected with Covid-19. 

*Home Bound. 

 

PRAY FOR OUR MILITARY:  

Marie Cassetty Brown, Air Force — Ramstein Air Base, Germany AFB LA (sister-in-law of 

Wanda Cassetty); 

Jaden Keup, Army – deployed (great-nephew of Karon Keup); 

Jon Porath, Air Force — Nellis Air Force Base, Las Vegas NV (son of Dale and Sherry 

Porath);  

Dakota Saunders, US Navy — Based in Cecilia Italy (godson of Carrie Graham); 

Alex Williamson, Air Force, Reserve — Washington (grandson of Rebecca Williamson); 

Michael Williamson, Air Force, Reserve — Texas (grandson of Rebecca Williamson); 

Jamie Wong-Lopez, Marines — Annapolis MD (nephew of Kevin and Merci McInaney); 

Clayton Wright Air Force – Yokota AFB Japan (grandson of Virginia Jacobs); 

Colton Wright, Navy — Assigned to USS Harry S. Truman (grandson of Virginia Jacobs);  

Tyler Young, Navy — Deployed (nephew of Karen Arronson). 

 
 

mailto:office@alcportland.org


12 

\ 

 
 
 
 

 
1440 SE 182nd Avenue, Portland, OR 97233 

Church: 503-665-8821 · Childcare Center: 503-667-6750 
Web Site: www.alcportland.org 

Church Office Hours: Monday–Friday 9am to 3pm 

Our Mission Statement: Go and Share Jesus Christ 
Our Vision Statement: Take part…Join Jesus on His mission 

The members of Ascension Lutheran Church are committed to being God’s witnesses in 
Gresham, and in all of Portland and the Northwest, and to the ends of the earth (Acts 1:8): 

With the universal Christian Church, we believe, teach and respond to the love of the Triune 
God— the Father, Creator of all that exists; the Son Jesus Christ, Who left His home in 
Heaven to become flesh and blood, to suffer and die for the sins of all peoples of the world, 
and Who rose from the grave, victorious over sin, death and the devil, that we too might live 
with Him in Heaven; and the Holy Spirit, Who creates faith in our hearts in Christ Jesus 
through God’s Word and Sacrament. The three Persons of the Holy Trinity are one God, 
co-equal and co-eternal. The core teachings of our faith from the Lutheran perspective can 
be summarized in three short phrases: Grace alone, Scripture alone, Faith alone. 
 

STAFF 

Rev. Jim Sprengle, Pastor 
pastor@alcportland.org 

Ruberto Ek Yah, Vicar 
vicar@alcportland.org 

Rev. Dan Critchett, Christian Outreach  
pastordan@alcportland.org 

Brad Hall, Worship and Music Coordinator 
worship@alcportland.org 

Michele Sprengle, Office Administrator 
office@alcportland.org 

Wanda Cassetty, Council Secretary 
council@alcportland.org 

Barbara Vaughn, Childhood Center 
Director 

director@alcportland.org 

Bonnie Webber, Treasurer 
Rebecca Williamson, Assistant Treasurer 

treasurer@alcportland.org 

 


