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CHRISTMAS EVE 2020 
 

 
WELCOME to all who are attending our service today. We are glad you are with us! To all 
guests and visitors, we especially extend our hands of friendship. May God bless the 
worship time for each one of you. Please come again!  
 
NURSERY AVAILABLE We have an unstaffed nursery for your convenience and privacy. 
The nursery has audio and video so you may hear and see the worship service while 
attending to your child.  
 

(P = Pastor, C = Congregation, A = Reader/Assisting)  
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T PREPARATION T 
 
PRE-SERVICE MUSIC 
(The true beginning of our church service. Music helps draw us into an attitude of prayer and praise. 
Be mindful of others in preparation for worship. Quietly consider your encounter with the living God.) 
 

“Still A Bach Christmas” 
Jay Althouse 

Barbara Greco, soprano 
 
 

WELCOME 
 
 
CAROL “O Come, All Ye Faithful” 

 
O come, all ye faithful, joyful and triumphant, 

O come ye, O come ye to Bethlehem. 
Come and behold Him, born the King of angels, 

O come let us adore Him, O come let us adore Him! 
O come let us adore Him, Christ the Lord! 

 
Sing choirs of angels, sing in exultation! 

Sing all ye citizens of Heaven above! 
Glory to God,  In the highest! 

O come let us adore Him, O come let us adore Him! 
O come let us adore Him, Christ the Lord! 

 
 

INVOCATION 
 

P In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 
C Amen. 
 

 

OPENING SCRIPTURE John 1:1,4-5, 14; Isaiah 9:6, Psalm 66:1-2 
 

P  In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was 
God.   

C  In Him was life, and the life was the light of men. The light shines in the 
darkness, and the darkness has not overcome it. 
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P  And the Word became flesh and dwelt among us, and we have seen His glory,  

C  glory as of the only Son from the Father, full of grace and truth. 

 

P  For to us a Child is born, to us a Son is given,  

C  and the government will be on His shoulders. 
 

P  And He will be called Wonderful, Counselor, Mighty God,  
C  Everlasting Father, the Prince of Peace.  

 

P  Shout for joy! The Savior is here.  

C  Sing with gladness! Our darkness is turned into light.  

 

P  Let every heart prepare Him room.  Let every home make ready. For a new day has 
 dawned.  

C  The world has been made new. The Savior has been born. Let us sing with 
joy!  

 
 
CAROL “Good Christian Men, Rejoice” 
 

Good Christian men, rejoice With heart and soul and voice. 
Give ye heed to what we say, Jesus Christ is born today! 

Ox and ass before Him bow And He is in the manger now. 
Christ is born today! Christ is born today! 

 
Good Christian men, rejoice With heart and soul and voice! 

Now ye need not fear the grave! Jesus Christ was born to save. 
Calls you one calls you all, To gain His everlasting hall. 

Christ was born to save! Christ was born to save! 
 
 
COLLECT 
 

P Let us pray.  

O God, You make this most holy night to shine with the brightness of the true Light. 
Grant that as we have known the mysteries of that Light on earth we may also come 
to the fullness of His joys in heaven; through the same Jesus Christ, Your Son, our 
Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.  

C Amen. 
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MUSIC “See Amid the Winter’s Snow” 
Arr. Susan Brumfield 

Barbara Greco/Brad Hall, duo 
 
 
SCRIPTURE Isaiah 7:10–14 (ESV) 
 
10 Again the LORD spoke to Ahaz: 11 “Ask a sign of the LORD your God; let it be deep as 
Sheol or high as heaven.” 12 But Ahaz said, “I will not ask, and I will not put the LORD to the 
test.” 13 And he said, “Hear then, O house of David! Is it too little for you to weary men, that 
you weary my God also? 14 Therefore the Lord Himself will give you a sign. Behold, the 
virgin shall conceive and bear a Son, and shall call His name Immanuel,” [which means, 
God with us.] 
 
 
CAROL “O Little Town of Bethlehem” 

 

O little town of Bethlehem, How still we see thee lie! 
Above thy deep and dreamless sleep The silent stars go by; 

Yet in thy dark streets shineth The everlasting light. 
The hopes and fears of all the years Are met in thee tonight. 

 
O, holy child of Bethlehem, Descend to us we pray; 
Cast out our sin, and enter in, Be born in us today. 

We hear the Christmas angels, The great glad tidings tell; 
O, come to us, abide with us, Our Lord, Emmanuel! 

 
 
SCRIPTURE Matthew 1:18–23 (ESV) 
 
18 Now the birth of Jesus Christ took place in this way. When His mother Mary had been 
betrothed to Joseph, before they came together she was found to be with child from the 
Holy Spirit. 19 And her husband Joseph, being a just man and unwilling to put her to shame, 
resolved to divorce her quietly. 20 But as he considered these things, behold, an angel of 
the Lord appeared to him in a dream, saying, “Joseph, son of David, do not fear to take 
Mary as your wife, for that which is conceived in her is from the Holy Spirit. 21 She will bear 
a son, and you shall call His name Jesus, for He will save His people from their sins.” 22 All 
this took place to fulfill what the Lord had spoken by the prophet: 23 “Behold, the virgin shall 
conceive and bear a son, and they shall call His name Immanuel” (which means, God with 
us). 
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MUSIC “Mary, Did You Know?” 
Arr. Lloyd Larson 

Karon Keup/Brad Hall, duo 
 
 
SCRIPTURE Luke 2:1–20 (ESV) 
 

1 In those days a decree went out from Caesar Augustus that all the world should be 
registered. 2 This was the first registration when Quirinius was governor of Syria. 3 And all 
went to be registered, each to his own town. 4 And Joseph also went up from Galilee, from 
the town of Nazareth, to Judea, to the city of David, which is called Bethlehem, because he 
was of the house and lineage of David, 5 to be registered with Mary, his betrothed, who was 
with child. 6 And while they were there, the time came for her to give birth. 7 And she gave 
birth to her firstborn son and wrapped Him in swaddling cloths and laid Him in a manger, 
because there was no place for them in the inn.  
 
 
CAROL “What Child Is This” 

 
What Child is this, Who laid to rest On Mary's lap is sleeping? 

Whom angels greet with anthems sweet, While shepherds watch are keeping. 
This, this is Christ the King, Whom shepherds guard and angels sing, 

Haste, haste to bring Him laud, The Babe the Son of Mary. 
 

So bring Him incense gold and myrrh, Come peasant, king, to own Him. 
The King of kings salvation brings, Let loving hearts enthrone Him. 

Raise, raise the song on high, The virgin sings her lullaby, 
Joy, joy, for Christ is born, The Babe the Son of Mary. 

 
 

8 And in the same region there were shepherds out in the field, keeping watch over their 
flock by night. 9 And an angel of the Lord appeared to them, and the glory of the Lord shone 
around them, and they were filled with great fear. 10 And the angel said to them, “Fear not, 
for behold, I bring you good news of great joy that will be for all the people. 11 For unto you 
is born this day in the city of David a Savior, who is Christ the Lord. 12 And this will be a sign 
for you: you will f ind a Baby wrapped in swaddling cloths and lying in a manger.” 13 And 
suddenly there was with the angel a multitude of the heavenly host praising God and 
saying, 14 “Glory to God in the highest, and on earth peace among those with whom He is 
pleased!”  
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CAROLS  
“Angels We Have Heard On High” 

 
Angels we have heard on high, 
Sweetly singing o‘er the plains; 

And the mountains in reply, 
Echoing their joyous strains: 

Gloria in excelsis Deo, 
Gloria in excelsis Deo. 

 
 

“Hark, The Herald Angels Sing” 
 

Hark, the herald angels sing; 
“Glory to the newborn King; 

Peace on earth and mercy mild,  
God and sinners reconciled.” 

Joyful, all ye nations, rise;  
Join the triumph of the skies; 

With th’angelic hosts proclaim,  
“Christ is born in Bethlehem!” 
Hark! The herald angels sing,  
“Glory to the newborn King!” 

 
15 When the angels went away from them into heaven, the shepherds said to one another,  
“Let us go over to Bethlehem and see this thing that has happened, which the Lord has 
made known to us.” 16 And they went with haste and found Mary and Joseph, and the baby 
lying in a manger. 17 And when they saw it, they made known the saying that had been told 
them concerning this child. 18 And all who heard it wondered at what the shepherds told 
them. 19 But Mary treasured up all these things, pondering them in her heart. 20 And the 
shepherds returned, glorifying and praising God for all they had heard and seen, as it had 
been told them.  
 
 
MUSIC “Winter Carol” (In the Bleak Midwinter) 

Words by C. Rosetti, arr. S. Porterfield 
Barbara Greco, soprano 

 
 
SERMON “HOLY HOPE” Luke 2:1–20 

Pastor Jim Sprengle 
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MUSIC “O Holy Night” 
Adolphe Adam/arr. S. DeCesare 
Carlyn Staudt/Brad Hall – duo 

 

 
PRAYER OF THE CHURCH 
 

P Father, with joy and wonder we gather around the manger on this night as we recall 

how great is Your love for us, sending Your Son into our world wrapped in our flesh 

as a tiny child to forgive our sins. 

C Thank You, Lord, for this Christmas gift. 

 

P Jesus, on this night we recall how great is Your love for us. You gave up heaven to 

live on earth as one of us, and one with us, to forgive our sin. 

C Thank You, Lord, for this Christmas gift. 

 

P Holy Spirit, on this night we recall how great is Your love for us, gathering us 

together through the waters of Baptism and nourishing our faith through the Word 

and by the body and blood of Jesus for the forgiveness of our sin. 

C Thank You, Lord, for this Christmas gift. 

 

P Comforting Lord, we lift up all those who lack joy this Christmastime due to 

afflictions spiritually, mentally, and physically. We lift up to You those that we name 

in our hearts...Grant that the hope and promise found in a Savior born for them will 

give peace in times of trial.  

C Thank You, Lord, for this Christmas gift. 

 

P Into Your hands, O Lord, we commend all for whom we pray, trusting in Your mercy 

through the Savior born for us, Jesus Christ, our Lord. 

C Thank You, Lord, for this Christmas gift. Amen. 

 

 

THE LORD’S PRAYER 

(sung) (tune: “It Came Upon A Midnight Clear”) 

 
Our Father, Lord on Heav’n’s high throne, Most holy be Your name.  

Your kingdom come. Your will be done On earth, in heav’n the same. 
Give us this day the food we need; Forgiven may we be; 

Into temptation do not lead; From evil set us free. 
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Yours is the kingdom; unto You In grateful love we bow; 
And Yours the pow’r; Lord, let us view Your mighty presence now. 

The glory Yours; Your praise be sung By angel hosts and men 
In ev’ry land, by ev’ry tongue Forevermore! Amen. 

 

 

 

CHRISTMAS BY CANDLELIGHT  
 

P As the light of these candles illumine our faces, it symbolizes the light of Christ, a 
child in the manger at Bethlehem, a Savior suffering our death on the cross, and 
soon to come from His throne on high as Judge of all. He is our Light here on earth 
and the eternal Light who enlightens heaven, where there is no need of candle or 
sun. Rejoice, for the Light of the world has come, who transforms us with the 
brightness of His glory. 

 
 

 “Silent Night, Holy Night”  
 

Silent night, holy night,  
All is calm, all is bright. 

Round yon virgin mother and child 
Holy infant, so tender and mild, 

Sleep in heavenly peace;  
Sleep in heavenly peace. 

 
Silent night, holy night!  

Shepherds quake at the sight; 
Glories stream from Heaven afar,  

Heav’nly hosts sing, Alleluia! 
Christ, the Savior, is born!  
Christ, the Savior, is born! 

 
Silent night, holy night, 

 Son of God, love’s pure light. 
Radiant beams from Thy holy face, 
 With the dawn of redeeming grace. 

Jesus, Lord, at Thy birth; 
Jesus, Lord, at Thy birth. 
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PRAYER 
 
P Loving God, in the darkest of times, when all seems lost, You pierce the darkness 

with Light. Never again shall we be alone. No more shall we sit in fear. For Christ, 
the Light of the World and of our lives, is born. Let us celebrate again this miracle, 
this wonder that You became one with us.  

C Amen. 
 
 
(please extinguish candles and allow them to cool) 
 
 
A CHRISTMAS PRAYER 
 

C We give thanks to you God, for the body of a tiny baby, life and breath in a 
tiny ribcage.  Immanuel, God with us, the promise of salvation.  We give 
thanks for loving parents, for the light of a star, for the radiance of angels, for 
the running feet of shepherds, and for all the joy of that first Christmas. We 
thank you for today, that you have given us our bodies, life and breath this 
Christmas, that we are here, now, gathered with these people, joined in one 
accord in prayer to you. Let the light of Jesus, our newborn King, shine in our 
hearts, and His grace and truth be the song of our lives as we leave this place 
and go forth proclaiming Him as the living Savior of all. Amen. 

 
 
BENEDICTION Numbers 6:24–26 
 

P The Lord bless you and keep you. 
The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you. 

The Lord look upon you with favor and T give you peace.  
C  Amen. 
 
 
HYMN “Joy To The World” 

 
Joy to the world, the Lord is come!   

Let earth receive its King; 
Let ev’ry heart prepare Him room 

And Heav’n and nature sing,  
And Heav’n and nature sing, 

And Heav’n, and Heav’n,  
and nature sing. 
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Joy to the earth, the Savior reigns! 
 Let all their songs employ 

While fields and floods,  
rocks, hills, and plains 

Repeat the sounding joy,  
Repeat the sounding joy, 

Repeat, repeat the sounding joy. 
 

He rules the world with truth and grace, 
And makes the nations prove 

The glories of His righteousness 
And wonders of His love,  
And wonders of His love 

And wonders and wonders of His love! 
 
 
DISMISSAL 
 
P Go in peace. Serve the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God! 
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1440 SE 182nd Avenue, Portland, OR 97233 

Church: 503-665-8821 · Childcare Center: 503-667-6750 
Web Site: www.alcportland.org 

Church Office Hours: Monday–Friday 9am to 3pm 

Our Mission Statement: Go and Share Jesus Christ 
Our Vision Statement: Take part…Join Jesus on His mission 

The members of Ascension Lutheran Church are committed to being God’s witnesses in 
Gresham, and in all of Portland and the Northwest, and to the ends of the earth (Acts 1:8): 

With the universal Christian Church, we believe, teach and respond to the love of the Triune 
God— the Father, Creator of all that exists; the Son Jesus Christ, Who left His home in 
Heaven to become flesh and blood, to suffer and die for the sins of all peoples of the world, 
and Who rose from the grave, victorious over sin, death and the devil, that we too might live 
with Him in Heaven; and the Holy Spirit, Who creates faith in our hearts in Christ Jesus 
through God’s Word and Sacrament. The three Persons of the Holy Trinity are one God, 
co-equal and co-eternal. The core teachings of our faith from the Lutheran perspective can 
be summarized in three short phrases: Grace alone, Scripture alone, Faith alone. 
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