
I. 1 Peter 3:15 – 15 “…In your hearts honor Christ the Lord as holy, always being 
prepared to make a defense to anyone who asks you for a reason for the 
hope that is in you; yet do it with gentleness and respect” 

II. We all know that it’s important to be prepared. 
a. In the past several years, I have seen many public service announcements 

and news stories about the big earthquake, “the big one,” that is supposed 
to hit the Northwest.  

i. Supposedly we are in the 300-500 year window for a potential 9.0 
Richter scale earthquake. 

ii. We should all have our 7 day food kits with water and other 
essentials.  

b. When I was in St. Louis going to the seminary, we had a windstorm that 
knocked out power for a week or more.  

i. I was totally unprepared – it was sobering to realize how much we 
depend on electricity 

ii. Not only to cool us in the hot summer (St. Louis especially!) but also 
to charge our phones, to refrigerate food, and just to see in the dark. 

c. But are we always able to prepare for every natural disaster?  
i. Who was ready for COVID-19?  
ii. Who was ready for months of isolation, businesses brought to the 

brink from long-term closures, and the fear and restlessness in our 
society? 

iii. In the early weeks of this pandemic, the fear came out of people as 
they hoarded and stockpiled things like food, water… and the most 
essential survival tool of all – toilet paper.  

d. The trouble is we can never be totally prepared for anything… 
i. Or, can we?  

III. Peter writes about being prepared. 
a. His letter explains to Christians that we will face trouble and hardship for 

our faith in Jesus Christ. 
i. As we follow Christ, as we take up our cross and follow Him, we will 

undoubtedly suffer. 
ii. Even when suffering does not come from persecution, the pressures 

of life still force us to take up our crosses. 
1. On one hand, we might face rejection or consequences for 

standing up for our Christian faith…Persecution 
2. On the other hand, we might face difficult decisions in our walk 

with Jesus that cause us to suffer for doing the right thing. 
b. All of us struggle to do the right thing. 

i. The world has a right way – the world says: 
1. Look out for our own best interests and wellbeing 
2. Stockpile things and let the next guy worry about his own 

troubles 



3. Share if you have extra, but it’s unthinkable… even stupid to 
share if you don’t even have enough for yourself 

ii. Jesus says that He is not of this world (John 8:23) and if we love Him, 
we will obey His commandments (John 14:15) – Jesus says: 

1. Look out for your neighbor’s best interests and wellbeing in 
spite of your desires (Matthew 22:39) 

2. You can stockpile all you want, but what will you do when 
you’ve created extra storage to keep everything and I come to 
take your life – what good will all of it do you?? (Luke 12:20) 

3. Give your last penny, and I will care for you – trust Me (Mark 
12:43-44) 

c. As Christians, we do the right thing… even if it means we suffer for it. 
i. Much of what Peter writes in this letter is about living for God even if it 

means suffering. 
ii. Why? Why would we suffer for doing the right thing? 

1. Because when we live as Christians, the world just doesn’t 
understand. 

a. The foolishness of the cross (1 Corinthians 1:18-25) says 
that people without faith will not understand the way God 
works 

b. Human nature is about survival of the fittest and to want 
power –  

i. not giving our power to God…  
ii. not obedience… 
iii. not submission… 
iv. not death to self… 

2. When we suffer for doing the right thing, it means that our good 
works are showing forth in a dark world. 

IV. Jesus also suffered for doing the right thing (1 Peter 3:18). 
a. However, the “right thing” Jesus did was living without sin – keeping all the 

commandments without fault… even dying to pay for what we couldn’t get 
right 

b. Jesus was the perfect example for us to see what it means to live our lives 
for the Father 

i. Jesus always said what was needed – even if He faced opposition 
ii. Jesus never stockpiled, He lived as a wanderer 
iii. He loved the Father perfectly… He loved His neighbor perfectly 
iv. Even though Jesus was God, He submitted to His Father without 

holding back… He was obedient, even unto death. (Philippians 2:8) 
c. Almost everyone – even Peter! – abandoned Jesus when He was put to 

death on a cross. 
i. It was a lonely road to Calvary because suffering and rejection were a 

part of the punishment He paid for our sin 



ii. In dying alone, even forsaken by God (Matthew 27:46), Jesus carried 
out the ultimate right thing – giving up His life in order that sin, and 
death, and the devil would have no more power over us! 

iii. Jesus took away the power of sin in our lives by paying for it– (1Peter 
3:18) 

iv. Jesus took away the power of death – as Jesus Himself says in our 
Gospel, “Because I live, you also will live” (John 14:19) 

v. Jesus took away the power of satan – He even proclaimed that 
victory in hell as He preached to them His victory (1 Peter 3:19) 

d. So no, we don’t have to fear anything or anyone for doing right – we have a 
God who is on our side – as Paul says in Romans 8…  “If God is for us, 
who can be against us?” (vs 31); “Who shall bring any charge against 
God’s elect?” (vs 33); “Who is to condemn? Christ Jesus is the one who 
died-- more than that, who was raised-- who is at the right hand of God, 
who indeed is interceding for us,” (vs 34). 

V. Do you feel that? 
a. As I preached that Good News to you, it wells up in us as faith and hope. 
b. I cannot help but feel a sense of expectation and assurance (Hebrews 

11:1) that God is on our side and His promises are not just theory or 
academic… His work and promises are real, and they are for me. 

i. His work and promises are for you 
ii. His work and promises are for people who don’t know about Him 

yet… 
c. You might not feel prepared… you might not sense your readiness to share 

that Good News with anyone – but believe me when I say that you are 
prepped and ready. 

d. It all started when you were baptized and saved through the power of 
God’s Word. 

i. With that beginning, we are connected to the work and promises of 
Christ… in life and in death… even in life again by the resurrection of 
the dead (Romans 6:3-5) 

ii. In that power of calling us His children, God gave all that we need to 
be prepped and ready – especially our faith… which easily translates 
into the hope I just described. 

e. And yet, remember those who don’t yet know Him, as Paul says in 
Ephesians 2:12 – there was a “time [you were] separated from Christ, 
alienated from the commonwealth of Israel and strangers to the covenants 
of promise, having no hope and without God in the world.” 

i. Consider for a moment faith and hope… and then no faith or hope 
ii. We are ready – all of us – to share the hope we have in us… 

especially when we know how what’s at stake  
f. Through Baptism and faith, you are prepped and ready to share your hope 

i. We find our confidence in Christ –  
ii. In Him, we are ready for anything. Amen. 


