
Grace and peace to you, 

“Restore to me the joy of Your salvation, 
and uphold me with a willing spirit,” (Psalm 
51:12 ESV). King David wrote Psalm 51 
out of deep sorrow and with a repentant 
heart. A translation from the New English 
Translation (NET) of this verse is fitting, 
“Let me again experience the joy of Your 
deliverance! Sustain me by giving me the 
desire to obey!” Sometimes we get into the 
repetition of daily life and service to God 
and forget the amazing grace He has 
shown us. As David sinned against the 
Lord by having a man killed to cover up an 
affair with Bathsheba, the Lord called him 
to repentance through the prophet Nathan. 
From utter despair and sorrow, David 
returned to the Lord and sought a 
willingness and desire to obey. The Lord 
forgave him… and the Lord forgives you. 
Stop for a moment and remember the 
amazing grace our Lord has given you, 
and experience again the “joy of God’s 
salvation”! As we return to normal, please 
do not allow the repetition of daily life and 
service to God become a burden. Instead, 
open your hearts to a willing spirit, and 
remember the joy of God’s salvation!    

Ready and willing,  

 

Pr Jim 

 

 June 2021 

Gracia y paz para ti,  

“Restituyame el gozo de Vuestra salvación 

y manteéntame con un espíritu 

dispuesto” (Salmo 51:12 ESV). El rey 

David escribió salmo 51 de profunda 

tristeza y con un corazón arrepentido. Una 

traducción de la Nueva Traducción al 

Inglés (NET) de este versículo es 

apropiada, “Permítanme experimentar de 

nuevo la alegría de Su liberación! 

¡Sostengame dándome el deseo de 

obedecer!” A veces nos metemos en la 

repetición de la vida cotidiana y el servicio 

a Dios y olvidamos la increíble gracia que 

Él nos ha mostrado. Mientras David 

pecaba contra el Señor al matar a un 

hombre para encubrir un romance con 

Bathsheba, el Señor lo llamó a 

arrepentirse por medio del profeta Nathan. 

De la desesperación y el dolor absolutos, 

David regresó al Señor y buscó la voluntad 

y el deseo de obedecer. El Señor lo 

perdonó... y el Señor te perdona. ¡Detente 

un momento y recuerda la increíble gracia 

que nuestro Señor os ha dado, y 

experimenta de nuevo la “alegría de la 

salvación de Dios!” Al volver a la 

normalidad, por favor no permitan que la 

repetición de la vida cotidiana y el servicio 

a Dios se conviertan en una carga. En 

cambio, ¡abre vuestros corazones a un 

espíritu dispuesto y recuerda el gozo de la 

salvación de Dios! 

Listo y dispuesto, 

 

Pr Jim 
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Come and welcome our new  
members on Sunday, June 13,  

at the 8:30am service.   
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Considering membership? Already 
a member but want to brush up on 

the most important teachings in 
the Bible?  

Join us starting tomorrow, 
Wednesday, June 2 from 6:30-

7:30pm in the Community Room.  

(6 weeks total) 

Park on the south side and use the 
Community Room entrance  

See you there!  

http://www.alcportland.com/
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Deaths – 

• None to report 

New Members, Transfers — 

• New member reception on June 13 at the 8:30am service. 

• C-101 - Insights into Christianity begins on Wednesdays, June 2! All are welcome, especially those 
considering membership. We will meet in the Community Room each week at 6:30-7:30pm for six 
weeks. Sign up now!  

Baptisms — 

• Baptism of Otto Reinert, parents are Brandon and Vanessa, TBD 

Marriages — 

• Andrew M. and MaryLou L. - July 17, 2021 - (completed pre-marital counseling, attending C-101 for new 
membership) 

Boomers and Seniors Ministry — 

• Pastor Dan Critchett - at the May 11 Church Council Meeting, the decision was made not to renew Pr 
Dan’s contract. We give thanks for his ministry and work, and we hope to build on the good ministries he 
helped to start. 

• Leadership is in the process of scheduling and planning for the future of Food for Thought luncheons, 
CareConnect support group, and other outreach ministries. 

Latino Membership —  

• Officially moved to Friday nights! First gathering was May 28 at 6:30pm.   

• Hana Laughton officially accepted to Concordia Seminary St. Louis Master’s Program of deaconess 
studies. Ministry plan to help her formation is being planned by Lutheran Latino Ministries, along with a 
portion of that work at Ascension. Pr Herb Hoefer will be her mentor through the four-year program. 

Circuit Visitor Info – 

• Immanuel Lutheran Church in Sandy, OR is moving forward with the call process. They completed a self-
study and are seeking candidates to interview. 

• Beautiful Savior Lutheran Church, Happy Valley, OR called a Specific Ministry Pastor (SMP), who will 
finish his formation at Beautiful Savior until he is ordained. He will support the youth and family ministry. 
An SMP is only called to one congregation that sponsors them, and cannot receive other calls in the 
LCMS. 

Miscellaneous –  

Facility Use – 

 River of Life Lutheran Church asked that we allow continued use of our sanctuary until they are 
able to secure a suitable location (current church rental is too restrictive with Covid-19 rules). 
They will meet after 2pm Sundays for in-person worship, along with recording services on 
Thursdays (time TBD). 

Building completion –  

 Cross walk, concrete work, stairs to landing of the handicap ramp, exit signage inside Community 
Room, and landscape issues are all addressed. We can seek preliminary occupancy of the inside 
of the Community Room after inspection, with a final permit coming after the parking lot is seal 
coated and painted from Monday, June 14 to Thursday, June 17. 

Servant Event / Soccer Clinic – 

 Soccer gift bag handout the week of June 21st. Specific date TBD. (Cont. on Page 4) 
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(cont. from pg. 3)

Church Sign – 

 Gresham Code Enforcement explained that an LED reader is acceptable, but cannot flash or scroll. The 
message can only be changed once per 24-hour period. Meeting with Church Council on June 8 to 
determine moving forward with a sign, for which the plans would be submitted to the City of Gresham for 
approval. 

 Local company came to measure and sent me a bid for $6950 to raise up current sign and install a 1-foot 
by 8-foot red letter LED reader, along with new screen print panels (with logo and name). This bid 
includes replacing the lights with LED inside the sign, along with some basic painting and cleanup of the 
metal housing.  

Fencing – 

 From the May ACTS Newsletter - “The church grounds have long been shared by park users. We try to be 
good neighbors to Multnomah County (the owner of Vance Park), the City of Gresham (the managers of 
Vance Park), along with the people in our community. However, especially since last summer, we have 
experienced a significant rise in burglaries, attempted break-ins, theft, littering and dumping, drug use in 
stairwells, camping, and using the church grounds and stairwells as a bathroom because the Vance Park 
restroom was closed during Covid-19 restrictions. Most of these issues occur between 1:00-5:00am, 
requiring overnight monitoring and calls to police. We even had an attempted break-in at 10am during 
office hours, and without security cameras we might have had an unknown assailant hiding in our church.”  

 The Voters Assembly, May 23, 2021 voted to repair the chain link fence to Vance Park, and install fencing 
along 182nd Avenue, thirty feet back from the sidewalk. A bid was accepted by McDermott Fence and 
Construction for $13,293, with a not to exceed $20,000 as a contingency for unexpected costs. The fence 
will be a five foot, black chain link with split gates for each driveway. Members will use a combination lock 
to access church grounds any time they choose. The north lot (main entrance) will remain closed through 
the weekdays, while the south lot (office side) will be open during business hours.  A chain will prevent 
vehicle traffic behind the church into the north lot when the south gate is open. More details to come, but 
the installation will take place in the next few weeks. Questions may be directed to Pastor Jim.  

Dates and Times to Remember – 

 June 2, Wednesdays, 6:30-7:30  C-101 - Insights into Christianity (6 classes) 

 June 5, Saturdays, 11am-Noon  Network Discovery Sessions (8 classes) 

 June 13, Sunday, 8:30am   New Member Reception 

Saturdays, 11am to 12:30pm, June 5 to July 31 (no class July 17) 

RESERVE YOUR SPOT NOW! 
Network is: 
• 8 sessions, approximately 1.5 hours each led by Pastor Jim 
• Discovery tools and assessments to evaluate your spiritual gifts, personality, and passions for 

ministry 
• Okay to take more than once! Times and seasons change, and taking Network again is helpful. 

Contact Pr Jim if you want to attend! pastor@sprengle.com 

Looking for your unique fit in God’s kingdom? 

Seeking ways to get plugged in? 

Does the pandemic have you  wondering about God’s will 
for your life?  
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God’s blessings and congratulations to all 

who are celebrating special days in May. Did 

we miss your special date? Please let the 

office know so we can get our records 

corrected for next year! 

Carol Hoefer 6/1 

Erik Teyema 6/2 

Kaydence Altizer 6/6 

Justino Gamboa 6/6 

Wyatt Brown 6/7 

Carolyn Haase 6/7 

Mariah Hart 6/9 

Sue Wentela 6/11 

Daniel Freitag 6/12 

Daniel Reinert 6/14 

Jan Oswald 6/16 

James Freeman 6/19 

Gaby Alvarado 6/20 

Mike Hatley 6/20 

Wendy Hazen 6/20 

Riki Neagle 6/20 

Mary Niska 6/22 

Jere Maier 6/23 

Dakota Saunders 6/22 

Katie Nelson 6/26 

Ginny Whitney 6/26 

Haylee Harris 6/27 

Doug Whittier 6/27 

Karen Arronson 6/29 

Lily Fogarty 6/1 

Julie Williamson 6/1 

Andrea Bryant 6/2 

Gertrud Bublies 6/5 

Rachel Kelley 6/5 

Bea Kirchner 6/5 

Van Sooter 6/8 

Colleen Cordes 6/14 

Scott Fabbri 6/14 

Carol Hoefer 6/15 

Greg Zahm 6/17 

Dustin Schaffer 6/18 

Mariah Hart 6/19 

Alexa Sprengle 6/20 

Pam Eilers 6/21 

Erika Deal 6/22 

Rev. Herb Hoefer 6/22 

Herb Reiniger 6/22 

Carrie Graham 6/24 

Jere Maier 6/28 

Carolyn Haase 6/29 

Don Tigges 6/30 

Bob and Christine Freeman 6/12/1999 

Mark and Val Schiely 6/14/1975 

Teresa and Tom Osgood 6/16/2001 

Andy and Morgan Berg 6/17/2017 

Bob and Debbie Rekdahl 6/17/1972 

Mike and Eileen Hatley 6/20/1970 

Bob and Elaina Ritchie 6/22/1991 

Johnnie and Kim Driessner 6/24/1977 

Joel and Ashley Fogarty  6/27/2009 

Wayne and Francis Rippon 6/27/1992 

Rachel and Spencer Kelley 6/30/2016 
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Please remember to keep 
Pastor Jim and Michele 
Sprengle, Ruberto and 

Colleen Ek Yah, Brad and 
Jessica Hall and their 

families in your prayers. 

If you would like to be a “link” in our prayer chain,  
or if you have a prayer request,  

please send an email to:  
office@alcportland.org or call: 503-665-8821  

 

Take Ascension to the Lord in prayer! Ask Him 

to lead our church in faith. God listens to 

prayer, He hears the cries of His followers. Ask 

Him to bless us in all ways, so we may 

continue to tell others about Jesus and the 

Gospel message! 

The family of Riki Neagle, Jack Curry (nephew 
of Pastor Jim and Michele) Carolyn Erdmann, 
Ray Brown, Mike Hatley, Lorraine Haggard, 
The Family of Randy Arronson, The family of 
Jim Kuether, Jr., Mary Niska, Larry Hart, The 
Family of Jack Webber, Bill Ritchie, Colleen 
Ek Yah, Esperanza Gutierrez, Brian Laxton, 
Virginia Hunt, John Eilers and Family, Marty 
Blankenburg, Richard Robertson, Lewis 
Eilers, The Family of Ordena Laxton, The 
Family of Wayne Rippon, Rich Zahursky, 
Audrey Bauch, Alan Bauch, Leonard Murphy, 
Bruce Blubaum, Judy Blubaum, Elly Brown, 
Antonia Martinez (mother of Esperanza 
Gutierrez), Ava Wentela (Sue Wentela’s 
granddaughter), Carol Santorufo (sister of Sue 
Wentela), *Barbara Schrader, *Dale Porath, 
All those suffering or infected with Covid-19. 
*Home Bound.  

* If you know of anyone who needs prayer and 
you have permission to include them in this 
publication, Please call the church office to let 
Michele know. 503-665-8821 

Marie Cassetty Brown, Air Force — Ramstein 
Air Base, Germany AFB LA (sister-in-law of 
Wanda Cassetty); 

Dakota Saunders, US Navy — Base in Cecilia 
Italy (godson of Carrie Graham); 

Alex Williamson, Air Force, Reserve — 
Washington (grandson of Rebecca Williamson); 

Michael Williamson, Air Force, Reserve — 
Texas (grandson of Rebecca Williamson); 

Jamie Wong-Lopez, Marines — Annapolis MD 
(nephew of Kevin and Merci McInaney); 

Alexander Vaughn, US Army 2nd Lieutenant — 
South Carolina (son of Barbara Vaughn); 

Clayton Wright Air Force – Yokota AFB Japan 
(grandson of Virginia Jacobs); 

Colton Wright, Navy — Assigned to USS Harry 
S. Truman (grandson of Virginia Jacobs);  

Tyler Young, Navy — Deployed (nephew of 
Randy and Karen Arronson). 
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Newsletter Article – May 2021 

St. Paul teaches us: “Let the one who is taught the word share all good things with the one who 

teaches” (Gal. 6:6). And again, he says: “Do you not know that those who are employed in the 

temple service get their food from the temple, and those who serve at the altar share in the sacrifi-

cial offerings? In the same way, the Lord commanded that those who proclaim the gospel should 

get their living by the gospel” (1 Cor. 9:13–14). In other words, ministers of the Gospel are sup-

ported by the offerings of those who are served by them.  

And this is how the church lives even now. It is standard practice. But this deserves closer exami-

nation. For it instructs us not just that we are to give but also what we are to give. And it does so 

with four little words: “In the same way …”  

St. Paul is building his case for supporting the preachers of the Gospel with the sacrificial giving of 

individual members on the example of the Old Testament people who supported the Levites with 

their offerings and sacrifices. We’re to support the Gospel ministry “in the same way.” But how did 

the Old Testament people support the Levites?  

Moses records this: “You shall tithe all the yield of your seed that comes from the field year by 

year. And before the Lord your God, in the place that he will choose, to make his name dwell 

there, you shall eat the tithe of your grain, of your wine, and of your oil, and the firstborn of your 

herd and flock, that you may learn to fear the Lord your God always” (Deut. 14:22–23). The Le-

vites were supported by the tithe, 10 percent of all the yearly yield of that which was harvested. 

Does that seem like a lot? Does it surprise you that St. Paul instructs us that we are to support the 

New Testament Gospel ministry “in the same way?” If it does, ask yourself: Is the church’s job in 

the New Testament bigger or smaller than the Levites’ job in the Old Testament? Back then, there 

was one Temple, and the ministry was almost exclusively located in one nation among the de-

scendants of Abraham. In Matthew 28, Jesus calls us to teach and baptize all nations, and there 

are churches and ministries all around the world! How could we support this new Gospel ministry 

with anything less than the Israelites supported the Old Testament ministry? 

Of course, we are free to give more, for we have received more than those in the Old Testament. 

We have received the fullness of God’s revelation, the fullness of His salvation, and the fulfillment 

of everything that God promised to do. For we have received Christ, God’s own Son, in the flesh, 

who took upon himself our sins and in exchange gave us his righteousness. The Father claimed 

us as his own in Holy Baptism. He gathers us together in the place where his name dwells to feast 

on the first fruits of the resurrection, the risen and living body and blood of His Son – our Lord Je-

sus. He reminds us that we are His, that all things are ours because we belong to Him. He bless-

es us here in time with physical and spiritual gifts.  

In the same way – and in response to His fatherly divine goodness and mercy – we gladly give to 

those who proclaim to us “the excellencies of him who called us out of darkness and into his mar-

velous light.” For once we were not a people, but now we are God’s people; once we had not re-

ceived mercy, but now we have indeed (1 Peter 2:9–10).  


