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“The Last Day” – Pr Jim Sprengle, Ash Wednesday, February 17, 2021 
 

I. Genesis 3:19 – 19 By the sweat of your face you shall eat bread, till you return 
to the ground, for out of it you were taken; for you are dust, and to dust you 
shall return.” 

II. Today is a solemn day. 
a. You are dust… and to dust you shall return. 
b. I say this often, but each year that I place the ashes on people’s foreheads, 

I realize it could be the last time… for you… or for me.  
i. When is our last day? 
ii. Who knows when we will go, but one thing is certain… unless Jesus 

returns first…we all go. 
iii. We are dust and to dust we shall return 

c. Today is about remembering a significant day in the history of humanity…  
i. All of Lent walks us through what had to take place as a result of this 

day… or this decision…  
d. The choice that Eve and Adam made caused a significant problem…  

i. And that is – “You are dust, and to dust you shall return” Gen 3:19 
III. Adam is getting “the talk”  

a. He and Eve have already blown it… they broke God’s only command to 
stay away from the tree of the knowledge of good and evil.  

i. God tells Adam about the hardships he will face… struggles for the 
rest of his life…. and life that would end.  

b. In fact, God made it abundantly clear that if they ate from that tree…  “In 
the day that you eat of it you shall surely die.” (Genesis 2:17) 

i. But they disobeyed… they fell for the devil’s lies and temptation…the 
desire to know what God knows and to be their own god… and they 
went for the one thing they were supposed steer clear of.  

ii. That was the last day that Adam and Eve would be in paradise… and 
just like God said – death became inevitable.  

iii. God reminded Adam that not only was he God’s good creation 
formed from the earth… “You are dust”… but also because of Adam 
and Eve’s choice, they were condemned to death… “to dust you shall 
return.”  

c. Physical death is one thing, but Adam and Eve also opened the door for 
another kind of death… a spiritual death.  

i. The physical death they experienced was nothing compared to what 
awaits all those without a Savior… spiritual death… which means a 
separation from God forever. 

1. Eternity away from peace… eternity away from love and joy… 
an eternity away from the loved ones who have gone on before.  
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ii. It’s easy to look at the effects of death as we see it around us all the 
time, but a far more horrible reality awaits those who experience the 
“second death” (Revelation 2:11) or spiritual death.  

IV. I hate to be the bearer of bad news today, but we have the same problem 
a. Listen to what Paul says in Romans 5… “Therefore…sin came into the 

world through one man, [Adam] and death through sin, and so death 
spread to all men because all sinned” (Rom 5:12).  

b. So when we read Genesis 3:19 as God tells Adam, “Remember that you 
are dust, and to dust you shall return,” we don’t get to say, “Poor Adam, I’m 
sure glad that’s not my problem!” 

c. No, death is a significant problem in our lives too. 
i. We don’t like to think about death… especially our own. 
ii. It’s uncomfortable… we don’t like to think about returning to dust. 
iii. It’s interesting, but when we ask people to fill out their Christian 

obituary and Victory Celebration or funeral planning forms to prepare 
in advance, a fraction of the people do it. 

1. Even people who have terminal illness rarely fill out these forms 
to help out the family who must plan afterward…  

2. No one likes to think of their own death. 
iv. In fact, the world would have us believe that life goes on forever – if 

we just… 
1. Take the right vitamins, eat right and exercise 
2. Maybe we can be frozen cryogenically or science will solve the 

gene problem of aging 
v. So many people go through life trying to avoid death… even putting it 

out of their minds as if that could help them avoid it. 
d. Again, as the bearer of bad news, “To dust you shall return.”  
e. So now what Pastor Jim, I’m sitting here with a bunch of other people and 

you’ve made abundantly clear that I’m going to die someday… 
i. Ash and dust don’t only remind us of death… but also repentance.  
ii. You see, death seems to do a great job of pointing us to our frailty 

and limits… along with our brokenness and sin.  
iii. We consider our mortality, and we want to be right with our God… so 

we confess, and we repent of our sin.  
iv. In sorrow and contrition we seek forgiveness from God.  
v. In humility we pray for God’s help in changing our sinful life so we can 

live a better one for Him.  
V. But more important is to remember that you are God’s… 

a. In Isaiah 43:1 it says that God has bought us back, He has called us by 
name… that we are His.  

b. Yes, we might be dust… but we are GOD’S dust and He has no plans of 
abandoning us in life… or in death.  
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i. That was His promise to Adam and Eve on their last day in the 
garden…  

ii. God told the devil that He was going to send someone to crush his 
wily little head! (Genesis 3:15) 

iii. And guess what? God followed through on that promise… just like all 
the promises He makes… 

c. God became the very dust of His own creation – in the man, Jesus Christ.  
d. This Jesus would face all the hardships the curse of Adam and Eve could 

throw at Him… even death.  
e. Consider that Jesus not only willingly went through His torture and death on 

a cross… but He also endured the spiritual death we deserve.  
i. He was abandoned and forsaken by His Father and cried out, “My 

God, My God, why have You forsaken Me?” (Mt 27:46). 
f. But even though He was buried like any other dead person of that day… 

He would break the chains of sin’s curse by rising to life again.  
g. And so will you.  

i. On the Last Day, when Jesus Christ returns in glory… you and all 
believers in Jesus will rise up out of the dust with new, glorified 
bodies that will never see death again.  

ii. That’s why I put ashes on your head, not just a smudge or whatever, 
but in the shape of a cross.  

iii. Only by the cross do any of us have hope beyond the grave. 
h. God has not abandoned us in the significant problem of death.  
i. What God has in store for us is revealed in the Bible. 

i. Just as Jesus rose from the dead in a physical body, we will too…  
ii. Romans 6:5 says that by faith and our baptisms, we are connected to 

Jesus “in a resurrection like His.”  
j. As you leave here, the sign of the cross on your forehead should remind 

you of death and need of forgiveness, but more than that, you are a 
baptized child of God who will never be left in the dust. Amen.1  

 
 
 
1 Sermon based on the sermon series, “Four Significant Days,” by Rev. Glen Thomas, 
STM, DMin, senior pastor, St. Paul’s Lutheran Church, Des Peres, Missouri 


