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ALL SAINTS’ DAY  
 

November 1, 2020 
  

Welcome to all who are attending our service today. We are glad you are with us! To all 
guests and visitors, we especially extend our hands of friendship. May God bless the 
worship time for each one of you. Please come again!  
 
NURSERY AVAILABLE We have an unstaffed nursery for your convenience and privacy. 
The nursery has audio and video so you may hear and see the worship service while 
attending to your child.  
 
Holy Communion is celebrated at the 8:30 service on the 1st and 3rd Sundays of the 
month, and at the 11:00 service on the 2nd and 4th Sundays.  

 

P = Pastor, C = Congregation, A = Reader/Assisting 
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T PREPARATION T 
 

Theme: “Comfort and Joy” 
 
AS WE GATHER 
 
Today we are celebrating All Saints’ Day, on which we give thanks “for all the saints who 
from their labors rest,” those who have gone before us in faith. By definition, a saint is 
anyone looked on as holy by God, and we who have faith in Christ here on earth are 
already declared by God to be His saints. Indeed, He calls us His children. Knowing the 
eternal “end of the story” gives us hope in our daily walk through life. That hope is 
summarized in today’s short Epistle. 
 
 
 
PRELUDE  

“Shall We Gather At the River” 
by Robert Lowry 

Karon Keup and Brad Hall, duo 

 
WELCOME  
 
 
 
HYMN         

“Ye Watchers And Ye Holy Ones” 
 

Ye watchers and ye holy ones, 
Bright seraphs, cherubim, and thrones, 

Raise the glad strain:  Alleluia! 
Cry out, dominions, princedoms, pow’rs, 

Archangels, virtues, angel choirs:  Alleluia, Alleluia! 
Alleluia, Alleluia, Alleluia! 

 
Respond, O souls in endless rest, 
Ye patriarchs and prophets blest: 

Alleluia!  Alleluia! 
Ye holy twelve, ye martyrs strong, 

All saints triumphant, raise the song:  Alleluia, Alleluia! 
Alleluia, Alleluia, Alleluia! 
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D 

O friends, in gladness let us sing, 
Eternal anthems echoing: 

Alleluia!  Alleluia 
To God the Father, God the Son, 

And God the Spirit, Three in One:  Alleluia, Alleluia! 
 

INVOCATION   

 

P In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 
 
 
CALL TO WORSHIP   based on Revelation 21:1-4 
 

P  Brothers and sisters, let us rejoice in the vision of John:  I saw a new heaven and a 
new earth! The old heaven and the old earth and the sea had disappeared. 

C  Then I saw the holy city, new Jerusalem, descending from God out of heaven, 
beautiful as a bride adorned for her husband. 

 

P  A great voice thundered from heaven: “See, God is making His home with mortals!   
He will live with them. They will be His people. 

C  And God will wipe away every tear from their eyes. There will be no more 
death, or sorrow, or crying, or pain. All of this will be gone forever!” Thanks 
be to God! Alleluia! Amen. 

 

P  We are surrounded by a cloud of witnesses. 

C  Death has no dominion over them. 

 

P  Blessed are the dead who die in the Lord, 

C  For theirs is the kingdom of heaven. 
 

 
CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION 
 

P Now we, like the saints who have gone before us, trust in and cling to this promise 
in Holy Scripture, that “if we confess our sins, God, who is faithful and just, will 
forgive our sins and cleanse us from all unrighteousness.”  

C We confess that we have not lived as Your children, Father in heaven. In our 
thinking, speaking, and acting, we have not demonstrated to the people 
around us the kind of love You have shown us. Forgive us for these our sins. 
Open our eyes of faith that we may anticipate seeing You in the eternity that 
awaits us.  
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P Beloved brothers and sisters in Christ, we are God’s children now because of the 
hope God has poured into us. As a called and ordained servant of Christ, and by  
His authority, I therefore forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and of  

the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 
 
 
SALUTATION  
 

P  The Lord be with you. 

C And also with you. 
 
 
PRAYER OF THE DAY 
 

P Let us pray. 

Almighty and everlasting God, You knit together Your faithful people of all times and 
places into one holy communion, the mystical Body of Your Son, Jesus Christ. 
Grant us so to follow Your blessed saints in all virtuous and godly living that, 
together with them, we may come to the unspeakable joys You have prepared for 
those who love You; through Jesus Christ, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You 
and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C Amen. 
 
 
SHARING THE PEACE OF THE LORD 
 

P The peace of the Lord be with you all. 

C And also with you. 
 
 

T THE WORD T 

 

FIRST READING Revelation 7:2–17(ESV)  

(Saints around God’s throne know eternal salvation after having endured persecution.) 

2 Then I saw another angel ascending from the rising of the sun, with the seal of the living 
God, and he called with a loud voice to the four angels who had been given power to harm 
earth and sea, 3 saying, “Do not harm the earth or the sea or the trees, until we have sealed 
the servants of our God on their foreheads.” 4 And I heard the number of the sealed, 
144,000, sealed from every tribe of the sons of Israel: 
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5 12,000 from the tribe of Judah were sealed, 12,000 from the tribe of Reuben, 12,000 from 
the tribe of Gad, 6 12,000 from the tribe of Asher, 12,000 from the tribe of Naphtali,12,000 
from the tribe of Manasseh, 7 12,000 from the tribe of Simeon, 12,000 from the tribe of Levi, 
12,000 from the tribe of Issachar, 8 12,000 from the tribe of Zebulun, 12,000 from the tribe 
of Joseph, 12,000 from the tribe of Benjamin were sealed. 9 After this I looked, and behold, 
a great multitude that no one could number, from every nation, from all tribes and peoples 
and languages, standing before the throne and before the Lamb, clothed in white robes, 
with palm branches in their hands, 10 and crying out with a loud voice, “Salvation belongs to 
our God who sits on the throne, and to the Lamb!” 11 And all the angels were standing 
around the throne and around the elders and the four living creatures, and they fell on their 
faces before the throne and worshiped God, 12 saying, “Amen! Blessing and glory and 
wisdom and thanksgiving and honor and power and might be to our God forever and ever! 
Amen.” 13 Then one of the elders addressed me, saying, “Who are these, clothed in white 
robes, and from where have they come?” 14 I said to him, “Sir, you know.” And he said to 
me, “These are the ones coming out of the great tribulation. They have washed their robes 
and made them white in the blood of the Lamb. 15 “Therefore they are before the throne of 
God, and serve Him day and night in His temple; and He who sits on the throne will shelter 
them with His presence. 16 They shall hunger no more, neither thirst anymore; the sun shall 
not strike them, nor any scorching heat. 17 For the Lamb in the midst of the throne will be 
their shepherd, and He will guide them to springs of living water, and God will wipe away 
every tear from their eyes.” 
 

A This is the Word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 
 
 
EPISTLE 1 John 3:1–3 (ESV) 

(We are already God’s children.) 

1See what kind of love the Father has given to us, that we should be called children of God; 
and so we are. The reason why the world does not know us is that it did not know Him. 
2Beloved, we are God’s children now, and what we will be has not yet appeared; but we 
know that when He appears we shall be like Him, because we shall see Him as He is. 3And 
everyone who thus hopes in Him purifies himself as He is pure. 
 

A This is the Word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 

 
 
LAMBS’ LESSON 
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HOLY GOSPEL Matthew 5:1–12 (ESV) 

(Jesus’ followers are blessed now because of His sure promises.) 

P The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew, the fifth chapter. 

C Glory to You, O Lord. 

1Seeing the crowds, He went up on the mountain, and when He sat down, His disciples 
came to Him. 2And He opened His mouth and taught them, saying: 3“Blessed are the poor 
in spirit, for theirs is the kingdom of heaven. 4“Blessed are those who mourn, for they shall 
be comforted. 5“Blessed are the meek, for they shall inherit the earth. 6“Blessed are those 
who hunger and thirst for righteousness, for they shall be satisfied. 7“Blessed are the 
merciful, for they shall receive mercy. 8“Blessed are the pure in heart, for they shall see 
God. 9“Blessed are the peacemakers, for they shall be called sons of God. 10“Blessed are 
those who are persecuted for righteousness' sake, for theirs is the kingdom of heaven. 
11“Blessed are you when others revile you and persecute you and utter all kinds of evil 
against you falsely on my account. 12Rejoice and be glad, for your reward is great in 
heaven, for so they persecuted the prophets who were before you. 
 

P This is the Gospel of the Lord. 

C Praise to You, O Christ. 
 
 
HYMN  

“Jerusalem The Golden” 
 

Jerusalem the golden, In glory high above, 
O city of God's presence, O vision of God’s love; 

How wonderful the pleasures And joys awaiting there, 
What radiancy of glory, What peace beyond compare. 

 
There is the throne of David, And there from pain released, 

The shout of those who triumph, The song of those who feast. 
And all who with their Leader Have conquered in the fight, 

Forever and forever Are robed in purest white. 
 

How lovely is that city, The home of God’s elect! 
How beautiful the country That eager hearts expect! 

O Christ, in mercy bring us To that eternal shore, 
Where Father, Son and Spirit Are worshipped evermore! 

 
 

SERMON “SEALED”  Revelation 7:2–17 
Pastor Jim Sprengle 
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APOSTLES’ CREED 

 

I believe in God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth. 

And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 

born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died and was 

buried. He descended into hell. The third day He rose again from the dead. He 

ascended into heaven and sits at the right hand of God the Father Almighty. From 

thence He will come to judge the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy Christian Church, the communion of saints, the 

forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting.  Amen. 

 

 

TITHES AND OFFERINGS 

(Our offerings are made as an act of worship, given in loving response to all that God has 

graciously given us, both materially and spiritually.) 

 

 

T COMMEMORATION OF THE FAITHFUL DEPARTED T 

and PRESENTATION OF MEMORIAL ROSES 

 

P Holy Scripture says in Psalm 116:15: “Precious in the sight of the Lord is the death 

of His saints.” On this All Saints’ Day, we remember and give thanks and praise to 

God for the life and for the death of His saints. We rejoice with those who rejoice, 

and that includes rejoicing with those whose happiness now knows no end in the 

kingdom of glory. During the past year, families in our congregation and our 

extended church family have been impacted greatly by the death of ones we love. 

As those who trust in Jesus Christ, we do not grieve as the rest of the world grieves. 

We grieve in hope, we pray with confidence, and we live with certainty that those 

who have died in Christ are secure in His presence. We also rejoice that one day we 

shall join them in their heavenly joy, which knows no end.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



9  

RESPONSE “O God Of Life” 
(tune:  The King Of Love My Shepherd Is) 

 
 

P We honor the life and give thanks to God for these His saints: 

Joyce Fulton 
December 11, 1926 (?) – January 14, 2020 

Mildred Irene Henkel 
 November 29, 1928 – February 2, 2020 

Don Walton 
September 2, 1929 – March 3, 2020 

Alejandra Itzab Bautista  
January 22, 1956 – April 1, 2020 

Randy Arronson 
September 6, 1942 – September 27, 2020 

Bernard G. (Barney) Firestenberg  
August 13, 1931 – October 7, 2020 

P and all others dear to our hearts who have entered into everlasting rest with the 
Lord Jesus. 

 

RESPONSE “O God Of Life” 
(repeated from above) 

 

O, God of life, give rest and peace to all who sleep in death, 
Till dawn of never-ending day shall wake their dust to breath.  
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P Let us pray. 

Merciful Father, whose dear Son, our Lord Jesus Christ, rose victoriously over death 
and the grave, we remember with thanksgiving Your faithful people who have 
trusted in Christ, whose tears are gone, and whose sorrows You have turned to joy. 
We humbly implore You to strengthen us in the confident hope of the resurrection of 
the dead and the life of the world to come; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our 
Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.  

C Amen. 
 
 
PRAYER OF THE CHURCH  Matthew 5:3–9 
 
P Let us pray for the whole people of God in Christ Jesus and for all people according 

to their needs. 

Celebrating our lives together as saints, we pray for the fellowship we enjoy as 
God’s holy people, asking that You strengthen us to bring the sacrifices of pure 
hearts to worship God in His sanctuary with joy. Lord, in Your mercy, 

C hear our prayer. 
 

P Thankful for the saints among us in these days, we pray for those who serve in 
leadership positions in our Synod, district, and local congregation, asking God to 
bless their work among us as they set examples of devotion and dedication in 
Jesus’ name. Lord, in Your mercy, 

C hear our prayer. 
 

P Reflecting on the journey of life we make together as the saints below, we pray for 
the youngest among us, the infants and children, and also for the most senior of 
saints, those who have been blessed with extended lives on earth. Give us love to 
cherish the company of all God’s people and seek to bring a sense of caring to all 
those around us. Lord, in Your mercy, 

C hear our prayer. 
 
(A prayer for the upcoming election.) 

 

P Heavenly Father, thank You for being with us and for sending Your Holy Spirit to 
comfort us and to guide us. Your Word says to be anxious for nothing, but in 
everything to come to You; we ask that You provide peace and comfort to the 
anxious hearts of this country right now. Instead of fear, O Lord, we pray that You 
reign over us. Lord, in Your mercy, 

C hear our prayer. 
 

P We pray for the ill and suffering and all who mourn...Lord, in Your mercy, 

C hear our prayer. 

https://www.crosswalk.com/faith/spiritual-life/10-supernatural-ways-the-holy-spirit-wants-to-empower-you.html
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P We pray for those who are celebrating…Lord, in Your mercy, 

C hear our prayer. 
 
P Into Your hands, O Lord, we commend all for whom we pray, trusting in Your mercy, 

through Your Son, Jesus Christ, our Lord. 
C Amen. 
 
 
THE LORD’S PRAYER - Sung 
 

Our Father, which art in Heaven, hallowed be Thy name. 
Thy kingdom come, Thy will be done on earth, as it is in Heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread 
And forgive us our debts as we forgive our debtors, 

And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil, 
For Thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever. 

Amen. 
 
 

BENEDICTION 
 

P The Lord bless you and keep you. 
 The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you. 

 The Lord look upon you with favor and T give you peace.    Numbers 6:24–26 

C Amen. 

 
ANNOUNCEMENTS 
(Please read the FYI in your bulletin for additional announcements and information.) 

 
HYMN “For All The Saints” 

 
For all the saints who from their labors rest,  
All, who by faith before the world confessed, 

Your Name, O Jesus, be forever blest, Alleluia! Alleluia! 
 

You were their rock, their fortress, and their might; 
You, Lord, their captain in the well-fought fight; 

You, in the darkness drear, their one true light, Alleluia! Alleluia!  
 

Oh, may your soldiers, faithful, true, and bold, 
Fight as the saints who nobly fought of old, 

And win with them the victor’s crown of gold, Alleluia! Alleluia! 
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From earth’s wide bounds, from ocean’s farthest coast, 
Through gates of pearl streams in the countless host, 

Singing to Father, Son and Holy Ghost: Alleluia! Alleluia! 
 
 
DISMISSAL 
 

P Go in peace. Serve the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God! 
 
 

 

ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS 
Scripture taken from The Holy Bible, English Standard Version, Copyright © 2001 by Crossway Bibles, a 
division of Good News Publishers. Capitalization of pronouns referring to the Deity has been added and is not 
part of the original English Standard Version text. 

Sections of this service were taken from Creative Worship, Copyright © 2018 Concordia Publishing House. 
Reprinted by permission. 

Unless otherwise noted, all hymns printed in this service are in the Public Domain. 
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ANNOUNCEMENTS—FYI NOVEMBER 1, 2020 

† ASCENSION HELP LINE – 971-715-1416 

Our goal is to offer practical help for our members and friends in need during this 

difficult time. We have volunteers who are willing to run errands, bring groceries, or 

help with other needs. In addition, volunteers can call to check on people, offer a 

connection, and pray. Please leave your name, number, and as clearly as possible 

describe your need, and a HELP LINE Volunteer will return your call within 24 

hours.  

† ALTERNATIVE FOR HOMEBOUND WORSHIP 

• Online Daily Devotions are on our Facebook page: Ascension Lutheran Church 

and School - Portland 

• Radio: KPDQ on 93.9FM Sunday mornings at 7:00am.  

• alcportland.org for Bible Studies and Worship Services 

† ATTENDING SATURDAY SEVICE 

The official rule for religious services is maximum 50 people, including pastors and 

assistants, as long as 6-foot distancing is possible. Our sanctuary has a seating 

arrangement that will allow 30 people to meet with proper social distancing. 

Beginning Saturday, September 12, you may attend the 3:00pm recorded worship 

services. Every other pew is blocked off for distancing. Individuals must sit at the 

end of the pews, unless in a family unit. Reservations are required, so please 

contact the office the week prior. After the service is recorded, a brief communion 

service will be held for those in attendance.  

Reservations:  Contact office and speak to Michele.  

   No voice messages or emails to make reservations 

   Reservations for coming Saturday only (no multiple weeks)  

   If full that week, names go on next week’s list 

The procedure for coming is as follows: 

1. Do not have ANY illnesses or symptoms. 

2. Arrive prior to 3pm as the service is taped and disturbances after 

beginning are not good 

3. Wear a mask when entering 

4. Use hand sanitizer on the table and sign in on the sheet there  

5. Social distance of 6 feet at all times 
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6. Enter the building through the Narthex Entrance 

7. To enter the sanctuary, use the door at the hallway not the main 

sanctuary doors as they are blocked off due to filming.  

8. No dwelling after church in the narthex. Please take conversations 

outside. 

 

BAPTISM BIRTHDAYS  

Sherry Porath  11/1   Rick Vanover   11/1 

Lukas Arronson  11/5 

 

BIRTHDAYS  

Senai Lavadores  11/5   Darlene Knoke 11/7 

WEDDING ANNIVERSARIES  

Kevin and Merci McInaney  Nov 7, 1987 

 

PRAYER NEEDS?  

Contact the church office with any requests at 503-665-8821 or e-mail: 

office@alcportland.org 

PRAYERS ARE REQUESTED FOR: 

The Family of Rev. Dave Carstens, Carolyn Erdmann, Elly Brown, Bonnie Webber, 

Mike Hatley, The family of Alejandra Gamboa, The Family of Randy Arronson, Mary 

Niska, Jack Webber, Larry Hart, Bill Ritchie, Colleen Ek Yah, Esperanza Gutierrez, 

Brian Laxton, Virginia Hunt, John Eilers and Family, Marty Blankenburg, Richard 

Robertson, Lewis Eilers, Wayne Rippon, Rich Zahursky, Audrey Bauch, Alan 

Bauch, Leonard Murphy, Bruce Blubaum, Judy Blubaum, Ray Brown, Antonia 

Martinez (mother of Esperanza Gutierrez), Ella Murray, Ava Wentela (Sue 

Wentela’s granddaughter), Carol Santorufo (sister of Sue Wentela), *Ordena 

Laxton, *Jean Smith, *Barbara Schrader, *Dale Porath *Home Bound.  

All those suffering or infected with Covid-19. 

 

 

 

 

mailto:office@alcportland.org
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PRAY FOR OUR MILITARY:  

Marie Cassetty Brown, Air Force — Ramstein Air Base, Germany AFB LA (sister-in-

law of Wanda Cassetty); 

Jaden Keup, Army – deployed (great-nephew of Karon Keup); 

Jon Porath, Air Force — Nellis Air Force Base, Las Vegas NV (son of Dale and 

Sherry Porath);  

Dakota Saunders, US Navy — Based in Cecilia Italy (godson of Carrie Graham); 

Alex Williamson, Air Force, Reserve — Washington (grandson of Rebecca 

Williamson); 

Michael Williamson, Air Force, Reserve — Texas (grandson of Rebecca 

Williamson); 

Jamie Wong-Lopez, Marines — Annapolis MD (nephew of Kevin and Merci 

McInaney); 

Clayton Wright Air Force – Yokota AFB Japan (grandson of Virginia Jacobs); 

Colton Wright, Navy — Assigned to USS Harry S. Truman (grandson of Virginia 

Jacobs);  

Tyler Young, Navy — Deployed (nephew of Karen Arronson). 
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1440 SE 182nd Avenue, Portland, OR 97233 

Church: 503-665-8821 · Childcare Center: 503-667-6750 
Web Site: www.alcportland.org 

Church Office Hours: Monday–Friday 9am to 3pm 

Our Mission Statement: Go and Share Jesus Christ 
Our Vision Statement: Take part…Join Jesus on His mission 

The members of Ascension Lutheran Church are committed to being God’s witnesses in 
Gresham, and in all of Portland and the Northwest, and to the ends of the earth (Acts 1:8): 

With the universal Christian Church, we believe, teach and respond to the love of the Triune 
God— the Father, Creator of all that exists; the Son Jesus Christ, Who left His home in 
Heaven to become flesh and blood, to suffer and die for the sins of all peoples of the world, 
and Who rose from the grave, victorious over sin, death and the devil, that we too might live 
with Him in Heaven; and the Holy Spirit, Who creates faith in our hearts in Christ Jesus 
through God’s Word and Sacrament. The three Persons of the Holy Trinity are one God, 
co-equal and co-eternal. The core teachings of our faith from the Lutheran perspective can 
be summarized in three short phrases: Grace alone, Scripture alone, Faith alone. 
 

STAFF 
Rev. Jim Sprengle, Pastor 

pastor@alcportland.org 

Ruberto Ek Yah, Vicar 
vicar@alcportland.org 

Rev. Dan Critchett, Christian Outreach  
pastordan@alcportland.org 

Brad Hall, Worship and Music Coordinator 
worship@alcportland.org 

Michele Sprengle, Office Administrator 
office@alcportland.org 

Sonshiner Ministry 
sonshiners@alcportland.org 

Barbara Vaughn, Childhood Center 
Director 

director@alcportland.org 

Bonnie Webber, Treasurer 
Rebecca Williamson, Assistant Treasurer 

treasurer@alcportland.org 

Wanda Cassetty, Council Secretary 
council@alcportland.org 

 


