
I. Mark 15:1-20 – the Passion previously read 
a. “Heavenly Father, may the words of my mouth and the meditation of our 

hearts be pleasing in Your sight, O Lord, our Rock and our Redeemer, 
amen.” Psalm 19:14 

II. I use the words, “world,” and “worldly” many times in my preaching. 
a. Have you ever considered what the word, “worldly” means? 

i. Merriam-Webster gives a couple of definitions –   
1. “having a lot of practical experience and knowledge about life 

and the world,” and  
2. “of or relating to the human world and ordinary life rather than 

to religious or spiritual matters.” https://www.merriam-
webster.com/dictionary/worldly  

b. In our Passion account today, we look through the worldly eyes of Pontius 
Pilate, the Jewish religious leaders, the crowd, and even the soldiers.  

c. Pontius Pilate was the governor of that area of the world. 
i. He constantly worked to keep the Jews from rebelling so he could 

keep his job with Caesar. 
ii. Pilate was not a religious guy, and the way he dealt with Jesus 

showed that he was probably more superstitious than anything. 
1. His main concern was not worshiping God, but keeping the 

Jews in line 
iii. Yet, Pilate had to be “street wise” too – he knew when a riot was 

about to start – so he let the crowd have Barabbas and condemned 
Jesus instead 

d. Now, the Jewish leaders were supposed to be religious, but their actions 
were worldly when it came to how they treated Jesus. 

i. They were just trying to keep their positions of power at any cost 
ii. And that was why Jesus criticized them so much – they cared more 

about wealth and appearances… about status than about love. 
e. The crowds turned on Jesus in a big way after they welcomed Him into 

Jerusalem just a few days earlier as a king on Palm Sunday.  
i. They all got caught up in the heat of the moment and wanted to see 

blood…  
f. Finally, the soldiers working for Pilate saw Jesus through worldly eyes too. 

i. They didn’t see a king, they saw a guy who was beaten and bloodied 
ii. They knew kings wore robes and crowns, not rags and thorns… they 

saw a man who was way down the scale of society 
III. Viewing Jesus through worldly eyes still goes on today. 

a. What I mean is that even we, who should know better, get Jesus wrong… 
b. Many of you are wise to the world.  

i. Some of you understand business, politics, law, education, or science 
ii. Others grew up in tough neighborhoods or came from backgrounds 

that required you to have worldly wisdom or you would be taken 
advantage of or worse   
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iii. Still others have a ton of experience in the trades, or farming, or 
mechanics –  

c. All these worldly things are not bad in themselves, but the problem comes 
when these worldly things change our walk with Jesus 

i. Sometimes these things take precedence over Scripture and how 
Jesus wants His followers to live. 

d. For example, some people look at our church as a business that needs to 
meet budget to keep running. 

i. The problem with that kind of worldly thinking is that we then look at 
each member as income… and wealthy people are much more 
welcome. 

ii. If we see church as a business, then it also mixes up how we budget  
1. Some would say that the budget can be planned out without 

prayer and seeking God’s will in faith like a business  
2. However, God tells us to budget with faith in mind, and that He 

can bring forth whatever blessings He chooses 
e. Along the lines of a business model, some people see the pastor as the 

employee of the church who is hired to be the CEO and performer.  
i. A pastor with charisma and great sermons are like “performances” 

and the “job” he does will bring in more people which turns into 
“income” for the church. 

f. And others look at the congregation as an audience or spectators rather 
than participants who are the gathering of the body of Christ 

i. We are not a bunch of strangers who are going to a concert or 
something… we are a family connected by Jesus 

ii. We don’t just watch people perform, we participate in the service by 
prayer, praise, singing, responses… and even eating and drinking the 
Lord’s body and blood. 

g. You see, the world can get in our heads just like those people who sent 
Jesus to the cross in our reading today –  

i. We get so wrapped up in seeing Jesus through worldly eyes that we 
miss His purpose and mission 

IV. Jesus had no intention of letting the world win the day. 
a. All along the way, Jesus had opportunities to defend Himself – to deny that 

He was a king, and simply avoid the punishment. 
b. With a complete denial and asking for mercy, Jesus might have lived –  

i. but He was looking way beyond His own life…  
ii. He had eternal things in mind. 
iii. He had your life – all humanity in mind. 

c. The man, Jesus, lived in the world, but never gave in to the temptations to 
be worldly – to be an earthly king, to be famous, to make money 

i. In forsaking all that the world had to offer, Jesus was rejected… 
screamed at… mocked… beaten without mercy… and nailed to a 
cross…  



ii. It was not some get rich quick scheme, nor was a design to start a 
business with worldly wisdom –  

iii. Jesus died to pay for the sins of all – and redeem us – to buy us back 
from hell. 

d. Regardless of the person – whether they were ones who actually crucified 
Jesus, or any other person who has put the world before Him…. No sin is 
too great – You are forgiven as you believe in Him.  

V. Forgiveness is the legacy Jesus gave us as the Church. 
a. I don’t mean just Ascension Lutheran when I say the Church, I mean all 

believers… Jesus won our forgiveness and that is our business. 
b. We are not here to make money or fill seats with spectators or put on a 

show to entertain the masses. 
c. Each of us has been redeemed by the work of our Savior, Jesus Christ…  

i. By the power of the Holy Spirit we go out into the world and share 
that story in our words and our deeds.  

d. People are out there right now who NEED Jesus!   
i. They don’t need a performance… or a business model… they need a 

relationship with the God of the universe.  
ii. They don’t need a CEO and performer, they need a called pastor who 

will declare the promises of God to them just as Jesus would 
iii. They don’t need a group of spectators to join for an hour, they need a 

family who loves them and supports them in spite of their failings… 
and in spite of the trials and struggles they face. 

e. The Church of God is not built on worldly wisdom, it is built on the wisdom 
of God (1 Corinthians 1:18-25) 

f. We may be at home and unable to gather in person, but let me assure you 
the Church is still intact – the Church is still filled with the power of God – 
right where we are at.  

g. We no longer look at Jesus or His Church with worldly eyes… why?  
i. Because our eyes have been opened by His death and resurrection  

h. May God open all of our eyes to the foolishness of the cross – to see His 
promises of forgiveness and life and salvation. Amen. 


