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FIRST SUNDAY IN ADVENT 
November 29, 2020 

  
WELCOME to all who are attending our service today. We are glad you are with us! To all 
guests and visitors, we especially extend our hands of friendship. May God bless the 
worship time for each one of you. Please come again!  
 
NURSERY AVAILABLE We have an unstaffed nursery for your convenience and privacy. 
The nursery has audio and video so you may hear and see the worship service while 
attending to your child.  
 
HOLY COMMUNION is celebrated at the 8:30 service on the 1st and 3rd Sundays of the 
month, and at the 11:00 service on the 2nd and 4th Sundays.  

 

P = Pastor, C = Congregation, A = Reader/Assisting) 

 

 

 

 

T PREPARATION T 

 

Theme: “A New Church Year” 
 

AS WE GATHER 
 
The Church Year begins by taking us to the scene of our Lord’s final entry into Jerusalem 
that great and holy week. Yes, Christmas is at hand. The preparations to celebrate His 
earthly birth of the Virgin Mary are already under way. Yet, we already know Jesus came as 
a human being for us and for our salvation. We not only celebrate His birth, we also begin 
this Church Year looking ahead to His return as we “wait for the revealing of our Lord Jesus 
Christ” on the Last Day (1 Corinthians 1:7).  
 
PRELUDE  
 
WELCOME 
 
OPENING HYMN  “Lift Up Your Heads, You Mighty Gates” 

 
Lift up your heads, you mighty gates! Behold, the King of glory waits. 

The King of kings is drawing near, the Savior of the world is here. 
He brings salvation down to earth. Greet Him with shouts of holy mirth. 

Our highest praise we bring, our God, Creator, King. 
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The righteous King is bringing peace; He comes the pris’ners to release. 
His royal crown, self-sacrifice, its jewel, mercy without price. 

He brings our sorrows to an end. Shout out with joy to God, our friend. 
Our highest praise we bring, our God, Redeemer, King. 

 

Christ Jesus, Lord and Savior, come, I open wide my heart, Your home. 
Oh, enter with Your radiant grace, on my life's pattern, shine Your face, 

And let your Holy Spirit guide to gracious vistas rich and wide. 
Our God, we praise Your name forevermore the same. 

 
 

INVOCATION   
 

P In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 
 
 

OPENING SCRIPTURE Zechariah 9:9; Psalm 118:26, alt. 

 

P  Rejoice greatly, O daughter of Zion. 

C  Shout aloud, O daughter of Jerusalem. 

 

P  Behold, your King is coming to you; 

C  righteous and having salvation. 
 

P  Blessed is He who comes in the name of the Lord. 

C  From the house of the Lord we bless you. 
 
 
CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION  1 John 1:8; John 3:16; Matthew 5:16 
 

P As we begin a new Church Year, let us put behind us everything in the past that 
would disqualify us from a new life, and remembering our Baptism, we boldly 
petition our Savior Jesus Christ, seeking His presence and forgiveness, saying, stir 
up Your power, O Lord, and come, 

C that by Your protection we may be rescued from the peril of our sins and 
saved by Your mighty deliverance. 

 

P What are those sins? I now ask you before God, who searches the heart, do you 
sincerely confess that you have sinned against God and deserved His wrath and 
punishment? 

C I do confess. 
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P Do you also repent of all your sins committed in thought, word, and deed? 

C I do repent. 
 

P Do you sincerely believe that God, by grace, for Jesus’ sake, will forgive you all your 
sins? 

C I do believe. 
 

P Do you promise that with the aid of the Holy Spirit you will amend your sinful life? 

C I do promise. 
 

P Finally, do you believe that through me, a called servant of God, you will receive the 
forgiveness of all your sins? 

C I do believe. 
 

P As you believe, even so may it be to you. Upon this, your confession, I, by virtue of 
my office, as a called and ordained servant of the Word, announce the grace of God 
to all of you, and in the stead and by the command of my Lord Jesus Christ I forgive 

you all your sins in the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 
 
 
LIGHTING THE ADVENT CANDLE  

The Candle of HOPE 
 

P  Like the prophets in the Old Testament, we hope for a Messiah to save us from the 
sin in the world (Isaiah 9:6-7). We anticipate our Savior’s arrival. Also known as the 
“prophecy candle,” this candle assures us we can have hope that God will fulfill the 
prophecies declared in the Old Testament about Jesus. Hope doesn’t disappoint us 
(Romans 5:5). Currently, where evil abounds and all seems lost, we can hope that 
the prophecies about Jesus’ second arrival to earth will also be fulfilled. 

Christians can often confuse the word hope for wishful thinking. If we hope 
something will happen, we have no control over whether it will take place or not. 
But the biblical sense of hope is very different. Hope, in the Bible, exists as a secure 
assurance, a trust placed in a trustworthy God. God has not failed us in the past, 
and therefore, if He claims He will do something in the future, we can have a hope 
that He will fulfill that claim. Hope waits and endures. It is not flimsy or merely 
wishful thinking. It can withstand fire, trials, and despair. Hope is an important thing. 
It helps us during significant trials or times of distress. It offers us security that God 
will arrive, and though we cannot see Him now, we will see Him face to face one 
day (Hebrews 11). 
  
 

https://www.crosswalk.com/special-coverage/christmas-and-advent/advent-wreath-candles-understanding-the-meaning-history-tradition.html
http://www.christianity.com/bible/bible.php?ver=niv&q=isaiah+9%3a6-7
https://www.learnreligions.com/what-is-the-advent-wreath-700451
http://www.christianity.com/bible/bible.php?ver=niv&q=romans+5:5
https://www.biblestudytools.com/dictionary/hope/
http://www.christianity.com/bible/bible.php?ver=niv&q=hebrews+11
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HYMN “We Light the Advent Candle” 
(tune: “Prepare the Royal Highway”) 

 
We light the Advent candle and wait for Christ to come. 

With hope, we trust the promise that He will bring us home. 
Our hope is in our Savior Who wins for us God’s favor. 

We wait with growing light till God makes all things right! 
 
SALUTATION 

 

P  The Lord be with you. 

C And also with you. 
 
PRAYER OF THE DAY 

 

P Let us pray. 

Stir up Your power, O Lord, and come, that by Your protection we may be rescued 
from the threatening perils of our sins and saved by Your mighty deliverance; for 
You live and reign with the Father and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C Amen. 
 
 
SHARING THE PEACE OF THE LORD 

 

P The peace of the Lord be with you all. 

C And also with you. 
 

 

T THE WORD T 

 
OLD TESTAMENT READING Isaiah 64:1–9 (ESV) 

(Rend the heavens and come down) 
 

1 Oh that You would rend the heavens and come down, that the mountains might quake at 
Your presence—2 as when fire kindles brushwood and the fire causes water to boil—to 
make Your name known to Your adversaries, and that the nations might tremble at Your 
presence!  3 When You did awesome things that we did not look for, You came down, the 

mountains quaked at Your presence. 4 From of old no one has heard or perceived by the 

ear, no eye has seen a God besides You, who acts for those who wait for Him. 5 You meet 
him who joyfully works righteousness, those who remember You in Your ways. Behold, You 

were angry, and we sinned; in our sins we have been a long time, and shall we be saved?  
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6 We have all become like one who is unclean, and all our righteous deeds are like a 
polluted garment. We all fade like a leaf, and our iniquities, like the wind, take us away.  

7 There is no one who calls upon Your name, who rouses himself to take hold of You; for 

You have hidden Your face from us, and have made us melt in the hand of our iniquities. 
8 But now, O Lord, You are our Father; we are the clay, and You are our Potter; we are all 
the work of Your hand. 9 Be not so terribly angry, O Lord, and remember not iniquity forever. 

Behold, please look, we are all Your people. 
 

A This is the Word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 
 
 

EPISTLE 1 Corinthians 1:3–9 (ESV)  
(Thanksgiving) 

3 Grace to you and peace from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ. 4 I give thanks to 

my God always for you because of the grace of God that was given you in Christ Jesus,  
5 that in every way you were enriched in Him in all speech and all knowledge—6 even as the 
testimony about Christ was confirmed among you—7 so that you are not lacking in any gift, 

as you wait for the revealing of our Lord Jesus Christ, 8 who will sustain you to the end, 

guiltless in the day of our Lord Jesus Christ. 9 God is faithful, by whom you were called into 
the fellowship of His Son, Jesus Christ our Lord. 
 

A This is the Word of the Lord. 
C Thanks be to God. 

 

 
LAMBS’ LESSON Pastor Jim Sprengle 

 

 
HOLY GOSPEL Mark 11:1–10 (ESV)  

(The triumphal entry) 

P The Holy Gospel according to Saint Mark, the eleventh chapter. 

C Glory to You, O Lord. 

1 Now when they drew near to Jerusalem, to Bethphage and Bethany, at the Mount of 
Olives, Jesus sent two of his disciples 2 and said to them, “Go into the village in front of you, 
and immediately as you enter it you will find a colt tied, on which no one has ever sat. Untie 
it and bring it. 3 If anyone says to you, ‘Why are you doing this?’ say, ‘The Lord has need of 
it and will send it back here immediately.’” 4 And they went away and found a colt tied at a 
door outside in the street, and they untied it. 5 And some of those standing there said to 
them, “What are you doing, untying the colt?” 6 And they told them what Jesus had said, 
and they let them go.  
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7 And they brought the colt to Jesus and threw their cloaks on it, and He sat on it. 8 And 
many spread their cloaks on the road, and others spread leafy branches that they had cut 
from the fields. 9 And those who went before and those who followed were shouting, 
“Hosanna! Blessed is He who comes in the name of the Lord! 10 Blessed is the coming 
kingdom of our father David! Hosanna in the highest!” 
 

P This is the Gospel of the Lord. 

C Praise to You, O Christ. 
 
 

HYMN “Savior Of The Nations, Come” 
 

Savior of the nations, come, Virgin’s Son, make here Your home!  
Marvel now, O heav’n and earth, that the Lord chose such a birth. 

 
Not by human flesh and blood,bBy the Spirit of our God,  

Was the Word of God made flesh -- Woman’s offspring, pure and fresh. 
 

For You are the Father’s Son Who in flesh the vict’ry won.  
By Your mighty pow’r make whole all our ills of flesh and soul. 

 
Glory to the Father sing, glory to the Son, our king, 

Glory to the Spirit be now and through eternity. 
 
 

SERMON “THE PROBLEM WITH CLAY” Isaiah 64:1-9 
Pastor Jim Sprengle    

 
 

APOSTLES’ CREED 
 
I believe in God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth. 
 
And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died and was 
buried. He descended into hell. The third day He rose again from the dead. He 
ascended into heaven and sits at the right hand of God the Father Almighty. From 
thence He will come to judge the living and the dead. 

 
I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy Christian Church, the communion of saints, the 
forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting.  Amen. 
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PRAYER FOR TITHES AND OFFERINGS 
(Our offerings are made as an act of worship, given in loving response to all that God has 
graciously given us, both materially and spiritually.) 
 
PRAYER OF THE CHURCH 
 

P Let us pray for the whole people of God in Christ Jesus and for all people according 
to their needs. 

Almighty God, our Father, we give You thanks that You bring us once again into a 
new Church Year whereby we confess and proclaim Your great love for the world in 
the sending of Your only-begotten Son as the Child of the Virgin Mary, the Lamb 
proclaimed by John the Baptist, the teacher of the holy apostles, the sacrifice for the 
sins of the world on the cross, and the risen Savior of all, who will come again in 
glory on the Last Day. Lord, keep us in this confession and faith, and bless its 
proclamation throughout the world. Lord, in Your mercy, 

C hear our prayer. 
 

P Supply Your whole Church on earth with faithful pastors and laborers who will 
continually feed and lead Your people, rightly proclaiming Your Word, administering 
Your Holy Sacraments, and caring for all in their charge. Lord, in Your mercy, 

C hear our prayer. 
 

P That we may live in peace and safety, we ask You to continually bless those in the 
authority of government; the President and Congress of the United States, the 
governor and legislature of this state, and all those who make, administer, and judge 
our laws. Grant that they rule according to Your good pleasure by Your grace. Lord, 
in Your mercy, 

C hear our prayer. 
 

P Comfort, O Lord, all who are in trouble, danger, or illness, especially…Grant 
healing, peace, and courage for all bearing their crosses to Your praise and honor. 
Lord, in Your mercy, 

C hear our prayer. 
 

P We pray for those who are celebrating…Lord, in Your mercy, 

C hear our prayer  
 

P As Your dear Son, our Lord Jesus Christ, came down to us at Christmas and now 
comes to us by Your Spirit in Your Word, we pray for His final coming to deliver us 
all in the great day of the resurrection of the dead and the life of the world to come. 
Even so, come, Lord Jesus. Into Your hands, O Lord, we commend all for whom we 
pray, trusting in Your mercy; through Your Son, Jesus Christ, our Lord. 

C Amen. 
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THE LORD’S PRAYER 
 

P Following the example of our coming King, Jesus Christ, Immanuel, let us boldly 
pray: 

C Our Father, Who art in Heaven, hallowed be Thy name, Thy Kingdom come, 
Thy will be done on earth as it is in Heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; 
and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us; 
and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For Thine is the 
Kingdom and the power and the glory, forever and ever. Amen. 

 
 

BENEDICTION  Mark 11:9–10 
 

P Hosanna! Blessed is He who comes in the name of the Lord! 

C Blessed is the coming kingdom of our father David!  Hosanna in the highest! 
 

P The Lord bless you and keep you. 
 The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you. 

 The Lord look upon you with favor and T give you peace. 

C Amen. 

 
ANNOUNCEMENTS 

(Please read the FYI in your bulletin for additional announcements and information.) 

 
HYMN 

“The Advent of Our God” 
 

The advent of our God Shall be our theme for prayer; 
Come, let us meet Him on the road and place for Him prepare. 

 
The everlasting Son Incarnate stoops to be, 

Himself the servant’s form puts on to set His people free. 
 

Come, Zion’s daughter, rise to meet your lowly King, 
Nor let your faithless heart despise the peace He comes to bring. 

 
All glory to the Son, Who comes to set us free, 

With Father, Spirit, ever One Through all eternity. 
 

DISMISSAL 
 

P Go in peace.  Serve the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God!  
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Standard Version text. 

Sections of this service were taken from Creative Worship, Copyright © 2020, Concordia Publishing House. Reprinted by 
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Unless otherwise noted, all hymns printed in this service are in the Public Domain.  

“What Is the Candle of Hope for Advent?” reprinted from Christianity.com. 

“We Light the Advent Candle” Text: Lisa M. Clark. Copyright © 2013 Concordia Publishing House. All rights reserved. Used by 
permission. 

 
 

ANNOUNCEMENTS—FYI NOVEMBER 29, 2020 

† ADVENT SERVICES BEGIN THIS WEEK!! 
Recordings will be available at www.alcportland.org on Wednesday, Dec. 2 at 3:00pm. The 
service will be recorded on Tuesdays at 3:00pm and will follow all the same rules as the 
Saturday Service tapings do. Dates are Dec 1, 8 and 15.  

† ASCENSION HELP LINE – 971-715-1416 

† ALTERNATIVE FOR HOMEBOUND WORSHIP 

• Online Daily Devotions are on our Facebook page: Ascension Lutheran Church and 
School - Portland 

• Radio: KPDQ on 93.9FM Sunday mornings at 7:00am.  

• alcportland.org for Bible Studies and Worship Services 

† ATTENDING SATURDAY SEVICE 
The official rule for religious services is maximum 25 people, including pastors and 
assistants, 6 foot distancing and masks are required. After the service is recorded, a brief 
communion service will be held for those in attendance. 

Reservations:  Contact office and speak to Michele.  
 Reservations for coming Saturday only (no multiple weeks) 
 If full that week, names go on next week’s list 

The procedure for coming is as follows: 
1. Do not have ANY illnesses or symptoms. 
2. Arrive prior to 3pm as the service is taped and disturbances after beginning 

are not good 
3. Wear a mask when entering 
4. Use hand sanitizer on the table and sign in on the sheet there  
5. Social distance of 6 feet at all times 
6. Enter the building through the Narthex Entrance 
7. To enter the sanctuary, use the door at the hallway not the main sanctuary 

doors as they are blocked off due to filming.  
8. No dwelling after church in the narthex. Please take conversations outside. 

http://www.alcportland.org/
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BAPTISM BIRTHDAYS  

Ava Wentela   11/30   Natalie Wentela  11/30 

Matt Ernst   12/1   Dale Porath   12/1 

Becky Knoke   12/3 

BIRTHDAYS  

Felix Harris   12/3   Emely Mukul Aguilar  12/3 

Avi  Ritchie   12/4   Christian Mukul  12/5 

WEDDING ANNIVERSARIES 

Dave and Jan Oswald  Nov 29, 1975 

 

PRAYER NEEDS?  

Contact the church office with any requests at 503-665-8821 or e-mail: office@alcportland.org 

PRAYERS ARE REQUESTED FOR: 

The Family of Bonnie Webber, Carolyn Erdmann, Elly Brown, Mike Hatley, The family of 

Alejandra Gamboa, The Family of Randy Arronson, Mary Niska, Larry Hart, Bill Ritchie, 

Colleen Ek Yah, Esperanza Gutierrez, Brian Laxton, Virginia Hunt, John Eilers and Family, 

Marty Blankenburg, Richard Robertson, Lewis Eilers, Wayne Rippon, Rich Zahursky, 

Audrey Bauch, Alan Bauch, Leonard Murphy, Bruce Blubaum, Judy Blubaum, Ray Brown, 

Antonia Martinez (mother of Esperanza Gutierrez), Ella Murray, Ava Wentela (Sue 

Wentela’s granddaughter), Carol Santorufo (sister of Sue Wentela), *Ordena Laxton, *Jean 

Smith, *Barbara Schrader, *Dale Porath, All those suffering or infected with Covid-19. 

*Home Bound. 

 

PRAY FOR OUR MILITARY:  

Marie Cassetty Brown, Air Force — Ramstein Air Base, Germany AFB LA (sister-in-law of 

Wanda Cassetty); 

Jaden Keup, Army – deployed (great-nephew of Karon Keup); 

Jon Porath, Air Force — Nellis Air Force Base, Las Vegas NV (son of Dale and Sherry 

Porath);  

Dakota Saunders, US Navy — Based in Cecilia Italy (godson of Carrie Graham); 

Alex Williamson, Air Force, Reserve — Washington (grandson of Rebecca Williamson); 

Michael Williamson, Air Force, Reserve — Texas (grandson of Rebecca Williamson); 

Jamie Wong-Lopez, Marines — Annapolis MD (nephew of Kevin and Merci McInaney); 

Clayton Wright Air Force – Yokota AFB Japan (grandson of Virginia Jacobs); 

Colton Wright, Navy — Assigned to USS Harry S. Truman (grandson of Virginia Jacobs);  

Tyler Young, Navy — Deployed (nephew of Karen Arronson).  

 

mailto:office@alcportland.org
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1440 SE 182nd Avenue, Portland, OR 97233 
Church: 503-665-8821 · Childcare Center: 503-667-6750 

Web Site: www.alcportland.org 

Church Office Hours: Monday–Friday 9am to 3pm 

Our Mission Statement: Go and Share Jesus Christ 
Our Vision Statement: Take part…Join Jesus on His mission 

The members of Ascension Lutheran Church are committed to being God’s witnesses in 
Gresham, and in all of Portland and the Northwest, and to the ends of the earth (Acts 1:8): 

With the universal Christian Church, we believe, teach and respond to the love of the Triune 
God— the Father, Creator of all that exists; the Son Jesus Christ, Who left His home in 
Heaven to become flesh and blood, to suffer and die for the sins of all peoples of the world, 
and Who rose from the grave, victorious over sin, death and the devil, that we too might live 
with Him in Heaven; and the Holy Spirit, Who creates faith in our hearts in Christ Jesus 
through God’s Word and Sacrament. The three Persons of the Holy Trinity are one God, 
co-equal and co-eternal. The core teachings of our faith from the Lutheran perspective can 
be summarized in three short phrases: Grace alone, Scripture alone, Faith alone. 
 

STAFF 

Rev. Jim Sprengle, Pastor 
pastor@alcportland.org 

Ruberto Ek Yah, Vicar 
vicar@alcportland.org 

Rev. Dan Critchett, Christian Outreach  
pastordan@alcportland.org 

Brad Hall, Worship and Music Coordinator 
worship@alcportland.org 

Michele Sprengle, Office Administrator 
office@alcportland.org 

Wanda Cassetty, Council Secretary 
council@alcportland.org 

Barbara Vaughn, Childhood Center 
Director 

director@alcportland.org 

Bonnie Webber, Treasurer 
Rebecca Williamson, Assistant Treasurer 

treasurer@alcportland.org 

 
 


