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“What Do You Say?” – Pr Jim Sprengle, Lent Midweek 3 – March 3, 2021 

I. Mark 12:28-37 – previously read 
II. Questions are a regular part of our conversation. 

a. We ask questions all the time as we interact with the people around us.  
b. On one hand, many of our questions are just simple… “Did you get the 

milk?” or “How was your day?” or maybe, “Hey, what’s up?”  
c. On the other hand, some questions are really important… you could say, 

“significant questions” in our lives. 
i. “Did you get accepted to the university you applied for?” or, “Will you 

marry me?” or, “Did you get the job?” or, “What did the doctor’s tests 
say?”  

d. These questions are life-changers…Questions like these are significant.  
e. On Tuesday of Holy Week, we face two very significant questions… one 

comes from a scribe directed at Jesus… the other comes from Jesus 
directed at the crowds.  

III. In typical fashion, Jesus is conversing with the religious leaders. 
a. He was talking to the Sadducees right before our reading, who are kind of 

like Pharisees, but they don’t believe in the resurrection of the dead.  
b. Sadducees and Pharisees were at odds – especially about the 

resurrection, and it’s not always clear in the Scriptures about the tension 
between these two groups.  

c. So, a scribe, who is part of the Pharisee group, is in the background 
listening to Jesus win an argument with the Sadducees… and it doesn’t 
really say, but he might have done a little fist pump.  

d. This scribe overhears the wisdom and authority of Jesus, and he seems 
genuinely interested in what He has to say. 

e. Scribes were the ones who were often called “lawyers,” and they 
interpreted the many commandments that were required in following the 
Law.  

i. We’ve talked about it before, but there were over 600 rules that Jews 
needed to follow to do the right things… and it became so technical 
sometimes that a scribe or lawyer had to step in to see what should 
be done. 

ii. For instance, if it was a Sabbath Day when no work could be done, 
what happens if an animal falls into a pit? Do you help or leave it? 

f. It seems that this scribe isn’t trying to trick Jesus, but really wants to hear 
the answer from an obviously wise teacher…  
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IV. “Which commandment is the most important of all?” (v 28). 
a. The answer is perfect – of course He’s Jesus, so that make sense… but He 

summarizes God’s Law by using two parts.  
b. The first part is, “Hear, O Israel: The LORD our God, the LORD is one. And 

you shall love the LORD your God with all your heart and with all your soul 
and with all your mind and with all your strength” (vv 29–30).  

i. Jesus is going back to the Old Testament here, specifically 
Deuteronomy 6:4-5. 

ii. It’s interesting that the answer to this question doesn’t start out with 
“do this…” or “do that…” 

1. No, the answer begins with who is God.  
2. There are many other so-called gods around, but there is only 

one God… Yahweh, the Lord of Hosts!  
3. This zeroes us in on the most important part of the answer… 

that our God is the only God… and every bit of our love is 
directed at Him.  

c. Jesus wasn’t done with that answer though… He follows up with, “The 
second is this: ‘You shall love your neighbor as yourself.’ There is no other 
commandment greater than these” (v 31).  

i. Once again, Jesus goes back to the Old Testament… this time 
Leviticus 19:18. 

d. It seems so simple, but Jesus took the 600 plus legal requirements that this 
scribe would have wrestled with his whole life and just summed it up… love 
God, love your neighbor. 

V. The Ten Commandments have two tablets… or tables. 
a. The first table is Commandments 1 through 3 – You shall have no other 

Gods, you shall not misuse the name of the Lord your God, and you shall 
remember the Sabbath Day by keeping it holy.  

i. Now, if we could love God with our whole hearts, we would never 
have a problem keeping these commands.  

1. We would always put Him first, never use His name wrong and 
always set aside a day for Him.  

2. How is that going for you? If you are anything like me, it’s a real 
struggle every single day.  

b. The second tablet or table is Commandments 4-10 – honor authority, don’t 
murder (or even be angry with others!), be sexually pure (even in our 
minds!), don’t steal or hurt others’ reputations, or covet.  

i. Again, how’s all that going for you?  
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ii. Some people mistake the commandments to be about outward acts 
alone, but they also include the inward thoughts and sins too. 

iii. If we evaluate our daily lives in light of these instructions, we fall short 
daily… if not moment by moment. 

VI. I have good news for you today. 
a. The very Person talking to the scribe in our reading today is the God and 

LORD found in Deuteronomy 6 – Jesus is God! 
b. And in a strange twist, He is also man… and as a human being, He fulfilled 

the Law perfectly… He did for us what we could never do.  
c. Only Jesus, in His humanity, could love the Father with all His heart, soul, 

mind, and strength.  
d. Only Jesus, in His humanity could love His neighbor without breaking a 

single commandment in thought, word or deed… only He could truly love 
His neighbor as Himself.   

i. Actually, He took the ultimate step of love… He laid down His life for 
His neighbor… you and me (Romans 5:8) 

ii. And in something called the great exchange… Jesus took the wrath 
and condemnation we deserve for failing miserably… and exchanged 
it for forgiveness and life… and even salvation.  

VII. But Jesus is much more than just a man… so He asks His own question. 
a. “How can the scribes say that the Christ is the son of David?” (Mk 12:35).  
b. The scribes were “professionals” at figuring out the Scriptures… and this 

guy would know that the Messiah or the Christ was going to come from the 
line of King David.  

c. But King David said a strange thing when he wrote Psalm 110.  
i. He said God the Father told David’s Lord (Jesus), “Sit at My right 

hand until I put Your enemies under Your feet…” (vs 36)  
ii.  Now, the point Jesus makes to this crowd is, why would King David 

refer to a distant offspring as his Lord? 
iii. How could the son of David be David’s Lord? 

d. There is only one answer to that significant question, and He was standing 
in front of the crowd in the temple that Tuesday of Holy Week.  

i. Jesus Himself is both God and man… 100% God and 100% man.  
ii. He was God at the beginning… creation itself (John 1:1ff) 
iii. He healed people, raised people from the dead – commanded the 

wind and waves… and showed Himself to be God…  
iv. And as we will celebrate in a few weeks, not even death could stop 

Him from carrying out His mission – to buy us back from death. 
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e. Jesus is David’s Lord, but also our Lord as well… because Jesus is God. 
i. If there were any question about who Jesus is – He brings out the 

answer with His significant question to the crowds that day…  
ii. Jesus is God, our Lord and Savior, Amen.1  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

1 Sermon based on the sermon series, “Four Significant Days,” by Rev. Glen Thomas, 
STM, DMin, senior pastor, St. Paul’s Lutheran Church, Des Peres, Missouri 


