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“God Provides” – Pr Jim Sprengle, Fourth Sunday in Lent , March 14, 2021 
 
I. Numbers 21:9 – 9 So Moses made a bronze serpent and set it on a pole. And if 

a serpent bit anyone, he would look at the bronze serpent and live. 
II. The long story of God’s people wandering in the wilderness. 

a. It all started with the Exodus event. 
i. Through the mighty works of God, His people who were slaves in Egypt 

were delivered out of bondage.  
ii. Over a period of 400 years, the Hebrews were forced to work in Egypt, 

until God raised up Moses to carry out a rescue mission. 
iii. The final straw for Pharaoh, the Egyptian leader, was God’s tenth 

plague, the death of the firstborn 
iv. God gave safe passage to the Hebrews by instructing them to sacrifice 

an unblemished lamb and put its blood on their door frames 
v. That night death passed over their first born… and by the next day, they 

were on their way in freedom. 
b. Now, as with any people, the Hebrews had some sense of tradition and 

stability in Egypt – no matter how awful and full of misery.  
i. They could count on regular food, water and shelter 
ii. If you think about it, 400 years is a long time to get used to a way of 

life… just look back on our own country at half that age!  
iii. But they were also under the oppression and suffering of the Egyptians, 

which caused them to cry out to the LORD for help. 
c. Many of us know the rest of the story – after leaving Egypt they constantly 

complained and whined about being out in a horrible environment. 
i. Not only that, but they often rebelled against God and His chosen 

leaders 
ii. God even forgave the unbelievable sin of the golden calf and their 

idolatry just a short time after leaving Egypt 
iii. Yet, in this Book of Numbers, we read about a group of spies that go 

into the Promised Land to see what the Hebrews were up against  
1. They came back and said the people are huge! Joshua and Caleb 

were the only ones who said God was able to give them the 
victory as promised… 

2. The whole group rebelled again, and they said it would have been 
better to stay in Egypt and die under Pharoah in slavery… or it 
would be better to just die here in the desert. 

iv. God obliged, saying that for each of the 40 days the spies were out 
there, one year would pass without entering the land – and every 
person over the age of 20 will die before seeing the Promised Land. 

d. Moses told them that only their children would get to see the Promised 
Land… and their response?  
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i. They said NOW they would go ahead and fight for it… but they were 
told the LORD would not be with them and they would die by the sword 
of the Canaanites and others… it was too late. 

ii. Without the LORD, they were not going anywhere – their fate was 
sealed.  

III. The Israelites, the Hebrew people, were left to wander. 
a. Forty years of wandering with no hope of getting to Promised Land. 
b. How do you think the morale of the folks in that group was as they struggled 

through a horrible, harsh environment? 
c. Every new challenge would be met with that knowledge in the back of their 

minds… “I’m going to die out here.” 
d. Now, leading up to our reading today – Moses’ sister Miriam has died…  

Aaron, Moses’ brother and their high priest has died …and even Moses 
himself has been denied access to the Promised Land – because he struck 
the rock at Meribah in anger.  

e. You could say that chapter 20 of the Book of Numbers was a terrible one for 
the family of Moses – all the years of challenges, heartache and leading 
ended without hope of getting to the destination. 

f. So here is the setting for today’s reading, and a little background on why they 
would cry out, “God, “why did You bring us out here to die? We hate this 
worthless food (the quail and manna) – and there is no food or water!” 

i. It’s hard to imagine a better way of building dependence and trust from 
people than providing just enough food and water to survive each day – 
no more, no less – simply trust in God to provide. 

ii. So many people look at the fiery serpents as a harsh punishment for 
complaining… but again, it was all about trust in God to provide… He 
provides the food, the water, the protection…the life…  

iii. Some of God’s provision, His protection against the poisonous snakes 
of that land, was lifted. 

1. He lifted up His veil of protection just enough for snakes to slide 
underneath… and the people quickly realized what it meant to be 
without God’s help – it meant a certain death. 

2. For too long they had failed to trust in their strong Deliverer. 
g. They lost sight of the whole point – and it wasn’t about walking into a land of 

milk and honey – it wasn’t about getting to a destination… it was about trust 
in the LORD… it was about a daily trust in God. 

IV. Yet, trusting God through life is a struggle. 
a. We heard last week about the foolishness of the cross and how God’s ways 

are not our ways.  
b. We can knock the Israelites for not trusting in God after all His mighty works, 

signs and miracles… but we have all of Scripture!  
i. How many signs and miracles do we need to trust in God fully? 
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ii. Do we complain about the good things God provides as though they are 
“worthless food”? 

iii. How many times have we rejected God’s will for our lives and tried to 
go our own way in rebellion?  

iv. Maybe you even feel like you’ve been wandering in a wasteland for 40 
years without hope 

1. The truth is we are wandering, and it’s not so much the 
destination! It’s the trust we place in the LORD our God. 

2. I know we all say, “I want to get to heaven… that’s my 
destination” 

a. Tell me, without daily trust in our God, what happens? 
b. No trust, no faith, equals no destination. 

c. Our readings today show us the character and provision of God, that He is 
worthy of our daily trust in Him. 

V. Where else can we go? 
a. A few chapters after our reading in John 3 today, Jesus says to His followers 

that their ancestors ate the manna in the desert and they died… but now a 
new manna from heaven has arrived – Jesus Himself is that bread of LIFE. 

i. When He asked Peter what he thought, his response sums it perfectly – 
“Lord, to whom shall we go? You have the words of eternal life, and we 
have believed, and have come to know, that You are the Holy One of 
God,” (John 6:68-69). 

b. I ask again, where else can we go but to God and what He provides? 
i. To the rebellious ones in the desert that day, God provided a bronze 

serpent – they didn’t have to look at it, or they could trust in God 
ii. To those without any faith and are dead in their trespasses, God 

provides the power of the Holy Spirit to bring them from death to life 
iii. For all of us who have no hope in a desert wasteland, He provides the 

twisted body of His Son, hanging on a cross so we can live. 
c. It brings tears to my eyes when I think about God’s enduring love for His 

wayward people… even me.  
i. His love is so great… His desire for our trust and faith in Him so 

overwhelming that He gave His only Son 
ii. He is worthy of my trust because of the amazing grace He provides 

d. Our lives, as far removed as we can imagine from the Israelites wandering 
that desert – are not so far removed as we might think… 

i. We are called into a dependent and trusting relationship with God 
ii. Each day, we look to Him to provide… for mind, body and spirit. 
iii. We come to the altar and receive His body and blood, which provides 

exactly what we need to live out our trust in Him 
iv. We daily read His Word of promises and deliverance, and He provides 

us with hope… with forgiveness…  
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e. God wants more than anything for us to trust in Him daily… step-by-step and 
moment-by-moment. 

i. And God provides everything we could ever need to do just that. 
1. Daily bread, His Word and gifts of grace, His forgiveness and love 
2. Look up – see what God provides – and LIVE! Amen. 


