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1440 S.E. 182nd Avenue  Office Phone: 503-665-8821 
Portland, Oregon 97233 Childcare Center Phone: 503-667-6750 
Website: alcportland.org E-mail: office@alcportland.org 

Jim Sprengle, Pastor Ruberto Ek Yah, Vicar, Latino Ministries 
Rev. Dan Critchett, Christian Outreach  Brad Hall, Coordinator of Worship and Music 
 

March 20, 2020 
Dear Members and Friends of Ascension,  
 
Many of you are asking questions about our current situation. In order to keep you 
informed, we are in the process of seeking out the best means of communication for 
each person who desires it. We are working very hard to figure out the best way to 
keep our congregation safe, yet connected, during this massive disruption. Each of us 
has already felt the impact, whether it be health, economically, socially or spiritually. 
The future is unknown, and we will all face some difficulties. One way we can keep 
anxiety and worry from creeping in is to stay connected with Jesus and the Body of 
Christ. Another helpful tool in reducing stress is having the information you need. With 
that in mind, here are a few things we are working on: 

1. Office hours 
a. So far, we are keeping normal office hours from 9am to 3pm. 
b. Michele is working on services, the church directory, answering calls and 

being the hub of communication for the church. 
2. Canceled services 

a. Services are canceled until further notice, and we will contact you when 
they resume normally. 

b. Services will be recorded at regular times on Wednesdays (through the 
season of Lent) and Sundays 

i. If cancellations continue, we will record and distribute Maundy 
Thursday, Good Friday, and Easter Sunday as well 

c. We will post these services as soon as it is possible to process and upload 
them, which usually takes 2-3 hours. 

d. The most current service will be posted on our website on the front page, 
along with the sermon notes (in English & Spanish) and the bulletin. 
Previous services can be found on the SERMONS and SERVICES tab on 
the web page – www.alcportland.org  

e. As soon as the service is ready, we send out a Constant Contact email to 
notify everyone. If you aren’t getting these emails, let the office know. 

f. The best way to get the service is our website, but we will also make them 
available on our Facebook page, “Ascension Lutheran Church and School 
– Portland.”  

g. It’s easy to share with people if you remember our web address and direct 
them to look us up. 

http://alcportland.org/
http://www.alcportland.org/
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h. For those of you with no computers, smart phones or tablets, we would like 
to help you receive services too. We can mail you a copy of the sermon 
and the worship folder if you contact the office. 

3. Support for homebound people 
a. We have several members who want to help with needs. 
b. Please call the church office and we will see if it’s possible to meet your 

request. Some ways we can help are running errands, shopping, etc. 
4. Offerings  

a. Please note that the congregation and staff is still operating behind the 
scenes as this letter demonstrates. 

i. If our offerings go down substantially because worship is held 
digitally, we may find it difficult to recover, if at all. 

ii. It will be a challenge to give consistently without in-person worship, 
but the Gospel will continue to be shared (maybe even more!) as we 
reach out, love our neighbors, and share the Word in the midst of an 
anxious and fearful world. 

iii. Now is not the time to rest, but rather an opportunity to show the 
world who our Savior really is! 

b. Currently, offerings must be mailed, or you may drop them off at the office 
during business hours. If you need Michele to come out and pick it up in the 
parking lot, just let her know. 

c. Very convenient is the bank “bill pay” option that has your bank send a 
check at the click of a button. 

d. If you cannot get out, we can arrange for a pickup of your offering. 
e. We are also working on a drop box at the church to drop off a donation at 

your convenience. 
f. If you have any questions or need assistance in any of these areas, call the 

office and we will get you help. 
5. Bible Studies 

a. Working on using a conferencing service that will allow people to use 
phones or computers to take part. 

b. Dates and times yet to be determined. 
6. Meetings  

a. Depending on your devices or computer, we may set up a conferencing 
program which allows members to set a meeting and call in with a code to 
enter the conversation at the right date and time. 

b. Some may choose to use FaceTime, Skype, or Messenger to communicate 
face to face, but larger meetings with need to use software that connects 
multiple people.  

i. GoToMeeting.com is one service that has a monthly fee 
ii. Freeconferencecall.com is a great free service 
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7. Safety and disinfection at the church 
a. Each week, Carrie is doing extra disinfection of areas that get used. 
b. Staff members are also using aerosol and disinfecting wipes on doors, 

chairs, equipment and other high touch areas every few hours or after each 
use. 

c. The childcare center is closed with the school schedule, so no cleaning will 
be necessary downstairs until after May 1 (or longer). 

8. Building progress 
a. Dale Porath, John Knoke and I are caring for construction needs. 
b. Chris Veit, our Architect, is on the sidelines for now unless we need him. 
c. Excavation and concrete work are in process. 
d. We continue working with the City to reevaluate adding a hydrant. 
e. The interior drywall (window side) is now removed in the fellowship hall. 

9. Pastoral care 
a. Authorities are shutting down personal visits in most care homes and 

senior living facilities, and they are discouraging personal contact  
i. In an emergency, contact me, and I will not hesitate to visit 

b. I am also available for phone calls, prayer requests, or other needs. 
c. Elders are also available for calls and prayers, although personal visits will 

be limited to the pastor. 
 
It will be a wonderful day when we can gather again in worship. I don’t think anyone 
will take worship and gathering with friends for granted after this experience. One thing 
is sure: The Church is made of living stones. Listen to what Peter tells us in his first 
letter: “As you come to Him, a living stone rejected by men but in the sight of God 
chosen and precious, you yourselves like living stones are being built up as a spiritual 
house, to be a holy priesthood, to offer spiritual sacrifices acceptable to God through 
Jesus Christ. For it stands in Scripture: ‘Behold, I am laying in Zion a Stone, a 
Cornerstone chosen and precious, and whoever believes in Him will not be put to 
shame,’” (1 Peter 2:4-6 ESV). I know it can be a fearful time as we hear nothing but 
bad news, but I commend you to Jesus, the precious Cornerstone of our salvation. 
Nothing is more solid, and nothing is more sure.  
 
In Christ,  
 
 
 
Pastor Jim  


