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“More than just a clean up” – Pr Jim Sprengle, January 10, 2021 
 
I. Romans 6:4 – 4 We were buried therefore with Him by baptism into death, in 

order that, just as Christ was raised from the dead by the glory of the Father, 
we too might walk in newness of life. 

II. Sometimes life is so good, we mess it all up. 
a. Human nature, or should I say, “sin nature” has this interesting way of 

messing up a good thing 
b. How many stories have we heard where someone had a huge blessing or 

advantage in life, and they lost it all? 
i. I can think of several pro athletes who were incredibly talented, only 

to lose their careers to bad choices 
ii. How about the wealthy people who have every advantage…access to 

the best schools, all the cars, homes and money anyone could ever 
need, and they end up in prison or dead from drugs and alcohol? 

iii. In America, it also seems that we have many advantages and 
blessings that much of the world does not. 

1. Even with all the possibilities and blessings, many people make 
terrible choices and lose out on, or reject, what they have 

c. The Jewish people in John the Baptist’s day were a people who had been 
blessed by God 

i. Centuries before, they were brought out of Egypt by God’s mighty 
hand, where He even saved them through water as He opened the 
Red Sea for them to cross to safety. 

ii. After they spent time in the wilderness, Joshua led them into the 
Promised Land as God parted the waters of the Jordan River (Joshua 
3-4).  

iii. For hundreds of years the Jewish people rose to great power under 
the kings like David and Solomon.  

1. They were on top of the world – blessed beyond measure 
2. And, like we humans do, they messed it all up 

d. John the Baptist was out in the wilderness calling the Jews to repent… out 
there in the area Joshua had led them across the Jordan to the Promised 
Land…  

i. It was not the kind of baptism we have today, but instead it was 
symbolic of their need to start over by going through the waters of the 
Jordan into the Promised Land again 

ii. They had messed up the good thing God provided, and it was time to 
turn back to God and start over. 

e. However, the day came that another baptism was necessary. 
i. Jesus, the Savior, came to be baptized… the perfect, sinless Lamb of 

God (John 1:29)  



2 
 

ii. Jesus had never messed anything up… He didn’t need to repent, and 
He didn’t need forgiveness (Hebrews 4:15; 1 Peter 2:22)… so why 
baptism? 

1. Jesus took all the sins of humanity upon Himself 
2. To be the perfect sacrifice that was sufficient, Jesus had to take 

all our sins on Himself 
3. So, just as Jesus was nailed to the cross and died on our 

behalf, He was also baptized on our behalf as well. 
4. You might say that He needed baptism more than anyone, 

because He had everyone’s sins from all time placed on Him 
f. You see, in the reading from Romans today, the preceding verses give us 

insight into the baptism of Jesus: 
i. Romans 5:19 says, “For as by the one man’s disobedience the many 

were made sinners, so by the one man’s obedience the many will be 
made righteous.”  

ii. In other words, Jesus became obedient – He was baptized in our 
place, He was crucified in our place, and He overcame the sin that 
Adam passed along to all of us. 

III. Last Sunday we celebrated Epiphany. 
a. God the Father “revealed” or showed the whole world that Jesus was the 

Savior… and is for all people (even outsiders).  
b. In this season of Epiphany, God continues to reveal or show the world that 

Jesus is the Savior. 
c. As we consistently mess things up (no matter how good we have it), God’s 

grace consistently steps in to forgive us and change us.  
d. Jesus, even though He was God, lowered Himself to become one of us. 
e. It doesn’t get more unfair than that – our brokenness and rebellion placed 

on an innocent man who suffered and died for it 
f. Yet, out of that death came life!  

i. As Jesus rose again from the dead, not only was the payment for sin 
complete, but He opened the door to pass that forgiveness to us 

ii. Baptism is our connection… 
g. It’s interesting that one of the best examples we have of our God – Father, 

Son, and Holy Spirit – shows up in our Gospel today –  
i. God the Son is in the waters of the Jordan, God the Father speaks 

from heaven, God the Holy Spirit comes down as a dove from heaven 
ii. This is a picture of the Baptism that we receive today – not John’s 

baptism, not Jesus’ baptism… but the Baptism that Jesus 
commanded in Mathew 28 – “baptizing in the name of the Father and 
of the Son and of the Holy Spirit” 

h. Our Baptism does something supernatural that we could never do 
ourselves… God puts His name on us 



3 
 

i. God claims us in His name, He forgives us, and saves us for eternity. 
ii. Just as Paul says in our Romans 6 reading, we are connected to 

Christ in His death and resurrection –  
1. This means that all the benefits Christ won by HIS work are 

now ours 
2. Just like God has always done – He gives us more than we 

could imagine – blessings and grace beyond measure 
IV. God has led us into the Promised Land through the waters of Baptism. 

a. No, we are not in heaven yet, but all the blessings of forgiveness, life and 
salvation are ours by grace through our faith. 

b. And now that we have this gift… this supernatural connection with the 
Father, Son, and Holy Spirit… we can “walk in the newness of life” 
(Romans 6:4) 

c. You see, the gift of Baptism is more than just a one time clean up… it’s a 
lifestyle change… a newness of life. 

d. So what does that kind of life look like? What is does it mean to “walk in the 
newness of life”?  

i. I would say it’s similar to being in prison for 25 years… and someone 
spends the entire time you are in there fighting to get you out.  

ii. They finally win the court case to get you out of prison and the day 
comes that you are released… and you hear the big heavy doors 
close behind you. 

iii. You walk away from that place free… because of someone else’s 
sacrifice 

iv. With that freedom, what do you do? 
e. The sacrifice and grace that God has shown me produces gratitude and a 

desire to walk in His ways rather than my own.  
f. I remember my Baptism every day… because it reminds me that God did 

more than just clean me up and forgive my sins through it… By His 
sacrifice and grace, He forever connected me to Himself… so now I can 
always walk in that newness of life.  

g. In Baptism, we are forgiven, adopted, redeemed, restored… and new… 
praise be to God! Amen.   


