
I. 1 Peter 2:5 – You yourselves like living stones are being built up as a spiritual 
house, to be a holy priesthood, to offer spiritual sacrifices acceptable to God 
through Jesus Christ. 

II. The New York Times published a story on Chinese immigrants: 
a. They are in the United States, and meeting by phone at night for worship 

and fellowship.  
i. More than one hundred people call in every night to a church in 

Manhattan’s Chinatown called Church of Grace.  
ii. No Zoom or computer screens, just a giant conference call by 

phone… and they sing hymns and the pastor leads a bible study for 
them.  

iii. These are Chinese immigrants who are spread all over the United 
States, not just New York, and most of them are working more than 
one low wage job to make ends meet.  

iv. They don’t know English and are isolated and lonely (like many in our 
COVID-19 isolation)…but every day they can call in and “sing praises 
over the phone and study…the Bible together.”  

v. The article says that these people have formed a “virtual church on 
Monday through Thursday nights, deriving spiritual sustenance and 
companionship.” 

vi. One of the members who only spoke Chinese said, “It’s like there’s a 
giant net, connecting people from all different places together…this 
Bible study offers a lifeline, a chance to escape…for us brothers and 
sisters... It is central to our lives.” 

vii. Sometimes during the conference call people asks questions, 
sometimes they share news about their lives, and sometimes they 
pray for each other.  

viii. Even though they can’t see each other, they are a community.1  
1. Susan S. Phillips, “The Cultivated Life” (IVP Books, 2015) 

b. This article shows that Church can still happen even when people are 
isolated and set apart because of life’s circumstances… and using 
technology is a powerful way to stay connected. 

c. In today’s world of social distancing and being stuck at home, this story is 
probably one of many thousands of examples of people being Church.  

i. However, the part that I did not tell you is that this article was written 
almost 15 years ago.  

ii. This group of Chinese immigrants were pioneers back in 2006 for 
what we face today – Church without the building… yet still gathering 
around God’s Word – as Peter calls it, “Pure, spiritual milk” (1 Peter 
2:2) 

III. Peter explains that we are God’s living temple. 
a. The main focus of today’s readings is that Jesus is the only way… Jesus is 

who we proclaim, and only in Jesus are we able to live forever… 
b. But also what is built on Him and flows from Him… 



i. He’s the Cornerstone, and we are living stones built on Him.  
1. We are stones that live… and grow… and stay connected 

c. The Church always stays connected regardless of circumstance… 
i. From the very beginning when Stephen was killed for telling about 

Jesus, to our own world where people in every country face 
persecution.  

ii. People in North Korea who worship Jesus face years of prison time, 
and it’s incredibly difficult to trust anyone because there are so many 
government informants.  

iii. People in parts of Africa, India, and throughout the Middle East and 
Asia have their church buildings burned down and their pastors 
murdered. 

iv. In fact, we’ve had more Christians die for the faith in the 20th century 
alone, than all the other centuries combined! 

1. Will it get any better in the 21st century? No, because Jesus 
tells us that everyone will hate us for believing in Him… “You 
will be hated by all for My name’s sake.” Luke 21:17 

d. And yet, in the face of all that pressure and hate, the Church manages to 
continue living and growing with Jesus as the Cornerstone. 

IV. So what are we facing today as the Church? 
a. Are you feeling the persecution that Stephen or Peter or the first followers 

of Jesus did? 
i. Probably not in our country… instead we face ridicule – or rejection at 

worst.  
b. But the one thing that persecution does is create a bond between the group 

facing it – we are in this together and it’s the way we can deal with the 
pressure and struggle. 

c. I know that COVID-19 is not persecution in the strictest sense of the word, 
but it has become a way to challenge us as believers… we cannot gather in 
person 

d. America is the land of the free… the home of the brave… the country with 
our First Amendment rights to practice our religion! 

i. But what happens when a plague hits us? 
ii. What happens when a tornado or a fire tears our church building 

apart? 
V. What kind of Church are we? 

a. We are “a chosen race, a royal priesthood, a holy nation, a people for His 
own possession, that you may proclaim the excellencies of Him who called 
you out of darkness into His marvelous light,” (1 Peter 2:9). 

b. We as “living stones are being built up as a spiritual house,” (1 Peter 2:5). 
c. We are connected…we are the Church and our identity is found where? 

i. Not in this building… nope, it’s what we do here that really matters… 
we gather around Word and Sacrament… God’s very grace given to 
us…  



ii. I don’t want to downplay the importance of gathering around the 
Word and Sacraments, because “by it you may grow up into 
salvation,” (vs 2). 

iii. In fact our Lutheran confessions state that Church is found where 
people gather around the Word and Sacraments that are properly 
delivered (Article 14 of Apology of Augsburg Confession)… and that 
is normally done by a called pastor. 

iv. I will never give the message that it’s not important to come together 
– but sometimes, it just looks different… we worship connected by 
the Spirit… and connected by the Word.  

d. Friends, I am here to tell you today what kind of Church we are.  
i. The Church we belong to is not spelled with a lower case “c” – I’m 

talking about the capital “C” Church… all who believe that Jesus 
Christ is their Savior  

ii. This Church comes in every shape and type, every language and 
nation, every person who calls on the name of Jesus Christ as their 
Savior (1Corinthians 1:2) no matter where they live. 

iii. We are chosen… we are the Church… even when we are physically 
apart….we are still connected by the Holy Spirit. 

e. Jesus says today, “Don’t let your hearts be troubled. Believe in God; 
believe also in Me,” (John 14:1)  

i. The true Church with a capital C trusts in Jesus, the one who gave 
His life and rose again to be our Cornerstone. 

ii. We cannot have a more constant and unshakeable Church building 
than the one built on Jesus  

iii. In fact, Jesus tells Peter this very thing in speaking about his faith… 
“And I tell you, you are Peter, and on this rock [your faith] I will build 
My church, and the gates of hell shall not prevail against it,”   
Matthew 16:18). 

1. As God’s Church, which is built on us “spiritual stones,” we 
might be down, but we will NEVER be out. 

f. That’s what kind of Church we are… not a building, but in any and all 
circumstances, we are a people called and saved by God gathered around 
His Word and Sacraments to boldly proclaim the name of Jesus our Savior. 

g. Always remember who you are… God’s own people, saved by grace… in 
community… and growing as the Spirit builds on our Cornerstone – Jesus, 
“the Way and the Truth and the Life.” (John 14:6) Amen. 


