
Gracia y paz para ti,  

“Así que manténganse firmes, revestidos de la 

verdad y protegidos por la rectitud. Estén siempre 

listos para salir a anunciar el mensaje de la 

paz.,” (Efesios 6:14-15 DHH). 

¡Listo, dispuesto y capaz! Muchas veces, esta 

frase se utiliza para alguien que está 

entusiasmado y apasionado por trabajar o ser 

voluntario. San Pablo utiliza esta palabra para los 

cristianos corintios mientras se jacta de sus 

disposición a llevar a cabo una colección para los 

creyentes que sufrían en Jerusalén (véase 2 

Corintios 8:11-12; 9:2). Aquí en Ascensión, 

muchos de nosotros estamos listos, dispuestos y 

capaces de hacer algunas cosas después de un 

largo período de estancia en casa. Por supuesto, 

la obra no se detuvo en ausencia de adoración y 

reunión en persona. Sin embargo, las vacunas 

abren las puertas a la participación a un nivel 

diferente. En mayo, ofreceremos un curso de 8 

semanas para descubrir cómo encajamos en el 

reino de Dios. Todos los cristianos, o aquellos 

que creen en Jesús como su Señor y Salvador, 

son el hogar del Espíritu Santo. A cada creyente 

se le da una combinación única de talentos y 

dones, personalidad individual y motivaciones 

para servir a Dios y a su prójimo al máximo. 

Considera unirte a “Network”, un curso sobre 

cómo encajas en el reino. Podríamos estar listos, 

dispuestos y capaces porque tenemos el 

“evangelio de la paz”, pero ¿qué haremos? 

Network le ayudará a dar el siguiente paso 

poniendo sus regalos en acción. Vea más 

información sobre fechas y horas. Que Dios los 

bendiga a cada uno de ustedes en las próximas 

semanas y meses a medida que nos reunimos de 

manera más regular. 

Listo, dispuesto y capaz, 

 
Pr Jim 

Grace and peace to you, 

“14 Stand therefore, having fastened on the belt 
of truth, and having put on the breastplate of 
righteousness, 15 and, as shoes for your feet, 
having put on the readiness given by the gospel 
of peace.” (Ephesians 6:14-15 ESV). 

Ready, willing, and able! Many times, this phrase 
is used for someone who is excited and 
passionate about working or volunteering. Saint 
Paul uses this word for the Corinthian Christians 
as he boasts of their readiness to carry out a 
collection for the believers who were suffering in 
Jerusalem (see 2 Corinthians 8:11-12; 9:2). Here 
at Ascension, many of us are ready, willing, and 
able to get some things done after a long period 
of staying home. Of course, the work did not stop 
in the absence of in-person worship and meeting. 
Yet, the vaccines open the doors for involvement 
on a different level.  

In May, we will offer an 8-week course on 
discovering how we fit in God’s kingdom. All 
Christians, or those who believe in Jesus as their 
Lord and Savior, are home to the Holy Spirit. 
Each believer is given a unique combination of 
talents and gifts, individual personality, and 
motivations to serve God and their neighbor to the 
fullest. Consider joining “Network,” a course on 
discovering how you fit in the kingdom. We might 
be ready, willing, and able because we have the 
“gospel of peace,” but what shall we do? Network 
will help you take the next step by putting your 
gifts into action. Watch for more information on 
dates and times. May God bless each of you in 
the coming weeks and months as we gather on a 
more regular basis.  

Ready, willing, and able,  

 
Pr Jim 
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Welcome to the club of the fully vaccinated 

“Got your vaccinations? Congratulations! Go hug a 
grandchild. Hug a vaccinated friend. Invite friends 
over who are fully vaccinated and visit without 
masks. Visit with others in their homes, as long as 
they are not considered to be especially vulnerable 
if they were to contract Covid-19.  

If you’ve been exposed to someone with Covid-19, 
you can skip quarantine once you’re fully vaccinat-
ed. Just remember, it takes two weeks after your 
last shot to be fully immunized. And don’t throw 
away your mask just yet. You still need to protect 
those around you who have not yet been vaccinat-
ed. Although some studies indicate that immunized 
people don’t spread the virus, it is still not certain.” 

See the full article here: 

https://www.cnn.com/2021/04/03/us/covid-19-
vaccine-how-to-get-appointment-wellness/
index.html 

The CDC relaxed its rules on cleaning to 
prevent COVID-19, saying intense disinfectants 
are likely doing us more harm than good 

By Hilary Brueck, Business Insider, April 5, 2021 

“If you’re still disinfecting just about everything you 
own to prevent the spread of COVID-19, it’s time to 
stop. The Centers for Disease Control and 
Prevention (CDC) updated its guidance Monday for 
how to clean and disinfect surfaces properly to 
prevent the spread of COVID-19 at home and in 
facilities. The agency now says, by and large, good 
old-fashioned cleaning with soap and water or 
detergent can protect against COVID-19 infections 
just fine. You don’t need to waste time trying to 
completely obliterate this virus on surfaces using 
sprays and disinfectant.” 

See the full article here:   

https://www.businessinsider.com/cdc-relaxed-
cleaning-rules-disinfectants-for-covid-19-not-
necessary-2021-4?op=1  

http://www.alcportland.com/
https://www.cnn.com/2021/04/03/us/covid-19-vaccine-how-to-get-appointment-wellness/index.html
https://www.cnn.com/2021/04/03/us/covid-19-vaccine-how-to-get-appointment-wellness/index.html
https://www.cnn.com/2021/04/03/us/covid-19-vaccine-how-to-get-appointment-wellness/index.html
https://www.businessinsider.com/cdc-relaxed-cleaning-rules-disinfectants-for-covid-19-not-necessary-2021-4?op=1
https://www.businessinsider.com/cdc-relaxed-cleaning-rules-disinfectants-for-covid-19-not-necessary-2021-4?op=1
https://www.businessinsider.com/cdc-relaxed-cleaning-rules-disinfectants-for-covid-19-not-necessary-2021-4?op=1
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Deaths – 

• None to report 

New Members, Transfers — 

• Several people have been unable to be officially welcomed into membership at Ascension. We 
will schedule a Sunday with a new member welcome in the next few months. 

Baptisms — 

• Several baptisms are planned over the next few months. Some are private because of health 
concerns, but others will be scheduled for Sunday worship when possible. 

Ascension Ministry Plan (AMP) –  

• Boomers & Seniors  

− Bracelet Ministry 

 Salvation story bracelets were given to missionaries, Bud and Cindy Lenker, on 
Monday, Feb. 22  

 A missionary report from Bud and Cindy is Monday, April 12 at 1:00pm in the 
Community Room 

− Various groups will begin meeting again 

 Food for Thought Luncheons, CareConnect, and others  

 Watch for updates, but as people become fully vaccinated, attendance will be 
possible again 

Latino Membership –  

• Are you fully vaccinated? Noche Familiar will resume meeting on Monday nights if we can find 
a person to cover the youth. If you are willing to help out, please let the office know (even one 
time a month will help!)  

Miscellaneous –  

Sunday Services return to 8:30 & 11:00am 

 Social distancing, masks, and a limit of approximately 40 people, continuous communion  

 Recording uploaded for viewing by 6pm Sunday 

 Reserve your spot by contacting the office by phone or email 

Facility Use – 

 River of Life Lutheran Church is no longer meeting at Ascension. Their congregation is 
very grateful for Ascension’s willingness to provide a worship space during their time of 
need. 

Building completion –  

 After a number of items were listed by the City of Gresham and Fire Marshal’s report, the 
Building Committee is working on addressing these issues. Exit signage, fire lanes, a 
crosswalk to the playground, certain landscaping requirements, and outside stairs meet-
ing code are all part of the requirements. Our goal is to pass the interior inspection, while 
continuing to fix the outdoor issues for a final inspection. 

(Continued on page 4) 
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(cont. from pg. 3)

Church Sign – 

 With the run up to Easter, the sign was placed on hold until more research is done on City of 
Gresham code. Preliminary findings show that we cannot use an electronic reader sign in this 
neighborhood. More info to come. 

Servant Event / Soccer Clinic – 

 Two groups of servants from other churches are planning to attend this year. Although much 
of our planning is limited by Covid protocols, we intend to adapt the week to the best of our 
ability. We expect a lower turn out of servants and children, but we leave it in God’s hands as 
we carry out His mission of sharing Jesus Christ. 

Dates and Times to Remember – 

* May 13, Thursday Ascension Day 

* May 23, Sunday  Pentecost Day  

* June 20 - June 27 Annual Community Servant Event and Soccer Clinic 

Network Discovery Sessions are coming to help! 
Network is: 
• 8 sessions, approximately 1.5 hours each led by Pastor Jim 
• Discovery tools and assessments to evaluate your spiritual gifts, personality, 

and passions for ministry 
• Okay to take more than once! Times and seasons change, and taking 

Network again is helpful. 
• Coming in the month of May or early June 

Contact Pr Jim if you want to attend, as books need to be ordered ($8.99 plus 
shipping) 

 Looking for your unique 

     fit in God’s kingdom? 

         Seeking ways to get  
          plugged in? 

         Does the pandemic  
        have you wondering  
     about God’s will for  
 your life?  
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Thursday, April 18, 2020 
Early submissions welcome! 

God’s blessings and congratulations to 

all who are celebrating special days in 

April. Did we miss your special date? 

Please let the office know so we can get 

our records corrected for next year! 

Audrey Bauch Apr 1 

Elly Brown Apr 1 

Mike Hatley Apr 1 

Gina Kreps Apr 1 

Cari Norlin Apr 1 

Jim Haggard Apr 2 

Margie Schmidt Apr 2 

Eileen Hatley Apr 3 

Bob Rekdahl Apr 4 

Emanuel Aguilar Apr 5 

Josue Aguilar Apr 5 

Lesly Aguilar Apr 5 

Lila Theye Apr 8 

Sylvia Guthrie Apr 9 

Kim Laxton Apr 9 

Kevin McInaney  Apr 13 

Laura Potter Apr 13 

Barb Patch  Apr 15 

Cody Brown Apr 16 

Rose Cassetty Apr 16 

Samantha Cassetty Apr 16 

Wanda Cassetty Apr 16 

Rich Zahursky Apr 16 

Merci McInaney Apr 17 

Arielle Reinert Apr 19 

Morgan Berg Apr 21 

Nichole Fogarty  Apr 21 

Margaret Hubbard Apr 21 

Carolyn Shore Apr 21 

Gladys Wilson Apr 21 

Judy Blubaum Apr 24 

Marcia Bryant Apr 24 

Bob East Apr 26 

Kaylin Nystul Apr 26 

Sasha Harris Apr 28 

Nekayla Maier Apr 28 

Ty Fogarty Apr 29 

Allan Krueger Apr30 

John and Wendy Hazen   Apr 4, 1981 

Mike and Laura Potter   Apr 5, 1980 

Ron and Carolyn Barendse   Apr 6, 1957 

Lewis and Pam Eilers Apr 18, 1965 

Randy and Karen Arronson Apr 21, 1984 

Ray Brown  Apr 2 

Rich Zahursky Apr 2 

Rose Cassetty Apr 6 

Klara Schmidt Apr 8 

Jeannette Krogh Apr 9 

Victor Alvarado Apr 11 

Karin Richardson Apr 11 

Paul Knoke Apr 12 

Chuck Becker Apr 13 

Julie Williamson Apr 14 

Keilah Woods Apr 14 

Cecelia Zuriega Apr 14 

 

Laura Potter Apr 16 

Ty Fogarty Apr 17 

Sylvia Guthrie Apr 17 

Alexa Sprengle Apr 18 

Bea Kirchner Apr 21 

Gladys Wilson Apr 21 

Marianne Solheim Apr 22 

Larry Hart Apr 23 

Todd Solheim Apr 24 

Blayne Lambert Apr 30 
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Join us on Sunday, April 18 at 6:00pm in Ascension's sanctuary. Special guest 
vocalist Dennis Catmull, along with Brad and Heather Hall, will blend their voices 
together in harmony and lead a time of drawing near to the Lord through singing 
and scripture. You will be blessed to hear and sing several beloved Christian 
hymns and other songs of prayer and praise. Don't miss this special event!   

Seating will be limited due to Covid guidelines, so, please call or email the church 
office (office@alcportland.org / 503-665-8821) to reserve your seat today.  

  

Join us Monday, April 12 at 1:00pm when Bud and 

Cindy Lenker, the missionaries that went to  

Haiti, bring us pictures, videos and stories  

of their experiences giving out the  

bracelets. Come and see how our  

gift of over 5,000 Salvation Story  

bracelets are being put to use. 



Page 7  

Please remember to keep 
Pastor Jim and Michele 

Sprengle, Pastor Dan 
Critchett, Brad and Jessica 

Hall and their families  

in your daily prayers. 

If you would like to be a “link” in our prayer chain,  

or if you have a prayer request,  

please send an email to:  

PRAY FOR OUR  
CHURCH HOME 

Take Ascension to the Lord in prayer! Ask Him 

to lead our church in faith. God listens to 

prayer, He hears the cries of His followers. Ask 

Him to bless us in all ways, so we may 

continue to tell others about Jesus and the 

Carolyn Erdmann, Ray Brown, Mike Hatley, 
Lorraine Haggard, The Family of Randy 
Arronson, The family of Jim Kuether, Jr., Mary 
Niska, Larry Hart, The Family of Jack Webber, 
Bill Ritchie, Colleen Ek Yah, Esperanza 
Gutierrez, Brian Laxton, Virginia Hunt, John 
Eilers and Family, Marty Blankenburg, 
Richard Robertson, Lewis Eilers, The Family 
of Ordena Laxton, The Family of Wayne 
Rippon, Rich Zahursky, Audrey Bauch, Alan 
Bauch, Leonard Murphy, Bruce Blubaum, 
Judy Blubaum, Elly Brown, Antonia Martinez 
(mother of Esperanza Gutierrez),  
Ava Wentela (Sue Wentela’s granddaughter), 
Carol Santorufo (sister of Sue Wentela), 
*Barbara Schrader, *Dale Porath, All those 
suffering or infected with Covid-19.  
*Home Bound.  

 
* If you know of anyone who needs prayer and 
you have permission to include them in this 
publication, Please call the church office to let 
Michele know. 503-665-8821 

PLEASE REMEMBER  
THEM IN PRAYER 

PRAY FOR OUR MILITARY 
Marie Cassetty Brown, Air Force — Ramstein 
Air Base, Germany AFB LA (sister-in-law of 
Wanda Cassetty); 

Jon Porath, Air Force — Nellis Air Force Base, 
Las Vegas NV (son of Dale and Sherry Porath);  

Dakota Saunders, US Navy — Base in Cecilia 
Italy (godson of Carrie Graham); 

Alex Williamson, Air Force, Reserve — 
Washington (grandson of Rebecca Williamson); 

Michael Williamson, Air Force, Reserve — 
Texas (grandson of Rebecca Williamson); 

Jamie Wong-Lopez, Marines — Annapolis MD 
(nephew of Kevin and Merci McInaney); 

Alexander Vaughn, US Army 2nd Lieutenant — 
South Carolina (son of Barbara Vaughn); 

Clayton Wright Air Force – Yokota AFB Japan 
(grandson of Virginia Jacobs); 

Colton Wright, Navy — Assigned to USS Harry 
S. Truman (grandson of Virginia Jacobs);  

Tyler Young, Navy — Deployed (nephew of 
Randy and Karen Arronson). 
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**Visit our virtual open house through  

April 18 to learn about the project, initial 

ideas for developments, and share your views.  

https://storymaps.arcgis.com/stories/08297fc8262
247bcaa2de5be902786be 


