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“Who paid for that?” – Pr Jim Sprengle – January 17, 2021 
 
I. 1 Corinthians 6:19-20 - 19 Or do you not know that your body is a temple of 

the Holy Spirit within you, whom you have from God? You are not your own, 
20 for you were bought with a price. So glorify God in your body. 

II. I do what I want! 
a. I guess that’s the one of the blessings of living in America – or at least what 

many Americans see as a benefit of living here – we have freedom to do 
what we want. 

i. I’m sad that being patriotic and flying an American flag has become a 
symbol of extremism for some people 

ii. In spite of this country’s many flaws and flawed human beings who 
have built it and defended it, we still have a gift that most other 
countries do not – a great deal of freedom. 

b. With that core value in place, we like to exercise our rights… 
i. We live in any state we choose and travel freely – even to almost any 

country in the world with a passport that says USA 
ii. We purchase firearms 
iii. We write editorials to the newspapers, or on Facebook or Twitter 

(unless the company decides to take it down) 
iv. We vote for who we want in office (even if that is the basis for much 

debate right now) 
v. We even marry who we want… or choose not to marry and live in any 

relationship setting we choose 
c. A pretty good way to describe the American way is, “I do what I want!” 

III. The church in Corinth had a similar problem. 
a. The culture was full of idol worship and false gods, sexual promiscuity, and 

deeply held beliefs about what they could or could not do with their bodies. 
b. As my Bible study in 1 Corinthians covered extensively (and it is on our 

website to watch at any time by the way) many of the church members in 
Corinth had a problem with pride. 

i. They felt like they had “arrived” spiritually (1 Corinthians 4:8ff), and 
Paul repeatedly points out that anyone who thinks they are wise or 
knowledgeable in this age (1 Corinthians 3:18-20) is deceived. 

c. The Corinthians even had slogans about this so-called freedom they had 
as Christians…  

i. You see they were so sure they had arrived spiritually that they saw 
their bodies as just worldly containers… something that had no real 
value, but the body just held the spirit 

ii. If they ate too much… oh well the body gets left behind 
iii. If they got with a prostitute… oh well the body is not spiritual 
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iv. So they had slogans like, “All things are lawful for me” (vs 12) – and 
“food is meant for the stomach and the stomach for food.” (vs 13)  

v. In so many words, the Corinthians were justifying their sexually 
immoral behavior by saying it’s just a bodily function, and by the way, 
who cares? The body gets left behind anyway… 

d. In other words, “I do what I want!”  
IV. Can you detect the pride in Corinth… and in our culture now? 

a. The slogans we use to claim our freedom –  
i. “It’s my body and I will do whatever I want” 
ii. “I can say whatever I want because of the 1st Amendment” 
iii. “I’m not hurting anyone else by doing… ______________”  

b. In fact, many times we justify our behavior as the right thing – just like the 
Corinthians said sex is just a bodily function like eating food, so do 
whatever you want. 

c. Unfortunately, we don’t live in a vacuum…. Our behaviors and actions do 
have consequences, whether on those around us, or on us 

d. Paul especially points to the terrible toll of sexual sin… 
i. Just imagine for a moment if there were no sexual sin in the world…  

1. Think of the heartache, the broken marriages and divorces, the 
children without mom and dads, the children who lose their 
lives because of abortion – not to mention the trafficking, the 
diseases, the abuse, and the addictions 

2. Pornography and sex capture the hearts and minds of billions 
of people, and the industry (both legal and illegal) is profiting 
because people do what they want. 

ii. What do you hear from our culture?  
1. It’s totally normal… just do it… kids will be kids 

e. Stop for a moment and consider the bigger picture of what Paul is saying in 
this letter to the church in Corinth. 

i. In a nutshell, he lays down the law because of their prideful behavior 
while justifying it with their Christian liberty. 

ii. They look the other way as Christian brothers and sisters are sinning 
in all kinds of ways – from idol worship, sexual immorality, lawsuits 
and petty disagreements. 

iii. Now, if you were listening to the first part of my message on 
American freedoms, and you were pointing your finger at the other 
side and saying… “YES! Those ________________ are the whole 
reason this country is in such trouble today!”   

1. Perhaps it is time to reflect on the inward pride that makes us 
feel so justified and right with our beliefs and actions 

2. Perhaps it is time to humble ourselves and consider something 
completely foreign to our sinful human thoughts and desires… 
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3. Perhaps it is time to remember again the great sacrifice of our 
Lord Jesus Christ and not so much what I want, but what He 
wants 

V. Jesus is our perfect example of doing what God wants. 
a. God chooses to work in foolish ways – to be weak – to conquer through 

death and the cross (1 Corinthians 1:18) 
b. Instead of coming into the world with a great military or political leader, He 

came as a blue-collar guy from a rural area.  
i. Jesus had every opportunity to serve Himself, to make excuses in a 

prideful way, or step outside the will of His Father, but you were too 
important. 

1. His mission to save you, and me, and the whole world from 
their pride and sinfulness took precedence over His desires. 

ii. You see, as a sacrifice, His purity and holiness were paramount – He 
would be a sacrifice without spot or blemish 

iii. Don’t you think Jesus could have looked out pridefully on the people 
trying to crucify Him and said, “These ___________ are the reason 
that this world is such a mess! I’m not dying for people… I’m not 
sacrificing for people who will never get it! 

c. No, Jesus did not say, “I do what I want” – which was to live… but He said, 
“Father, I do what You want…” and He submitted to death. (Luke 22:42) 

d. By His blood, Jesus paid for our excuses, our pride, our selfish lifestyles 
and justifications… and gave us our freedom in return. 

e. Our freedom is not so we can do what we want, it’s empowered by God’s 
desires and His will. 

VI. “I do what HE wants because He loves me so much!” 
a. That slogan is much better for us as Christians. 
b. I no longer walk around without God directing me because God, the Holy 

Spirit, now resides IN me!  
c. This indwelling means that my entire being – body, mind and soul – is 

bought and paid for by the blood of Jesus. 
d. My body is no longer used for unholy things – for selfish gratification or 

trying to preserve my sacred way of life – it is used in service to God.  
e. Now, more than ever, the people around us need to see Christians. 

i. Men and women who are filled with the Holy Spirit… living temples 
ii. Christ followers who serve, who love, who freely sacrifice 
iii. Believers who are willing to set aside their desires and are willing to 

share Jesus and the freedom of salvation 
f. Yes, we are free to do what we want in this country… but we have been 

freed by something much bigger… the blood of Jesus.  
g. Friends in Christ, let’s use our lives in the freedom God gave us… after all, 

He’s the one who paid for it. Amen.  


