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FIFTH SUNDAY IN LENT 
 

MARCH 21, 2021 
 

WELCOME to all who are attending our service today. We are glad you are with us! To all 
guests and visitors, we especially extend our hands of friendship. May God bless the 
worship time for each one of you. Please come again!  
 
HOLY COMMUNION is celebrated at the 8:30 service on the 1st and 3rd Sundays of the 
month, and at the 11:00 service on the 2nd and 4th Sundays.  

 

P = Pastor, C = Congregation, A = Reader/Assisting) 

 

 

 

 

 PREPARATION T 

 
Theme: “Greatness Upside-Down” 

 
AS WE GATHER 

The ancient name for today, the Fifth Sunday in Lent, is Judica, which is the Latin behind 
the word “vindicate”. This Sunday prepares us for next Sunday’s review of the Passion. 
Only in Christ are we truly vindicated. But the emphasis is on our response to God’s love 
and forgiveness. In today’s Gospel, Jesus inverts the usual triangle of power into an upside-
down pyramid of service. The greatest in God’s kingdom, the position sought by His 
disciples in the Gospel, is now at the bottom, serving everyone above. Jesus is describing 
Himself! In contrast to priests who repeatedly pray for others and offer sacrifices also for 
their own sins, Jesus was a one-time priest, offering Himself as the sacrifice while being 
sinless. In this new covenant, promised in the Reading from Jeremiah, we know of our 
Lord’s great love, now written in our hearts. From the inside out, our desire is to return 
Christ’s sacrificial, forgiving love by serving one another in His name. 

 

 
PRELUDE 

“More Precious Than Silver” 
L. Deshazo/I. Watts/arr. S. Pethel 

Karin Richardson and Carlyn Staudt, duo 

 

 
WELCOME 
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HYMN “Dearest Jesus, at Your Word” 
 

Dearest Jesus, at Your Word  We have come again to hear You; 
Let our thoughts and hearts be stirred  And in glowing faith be near You 

As the promises here given  Draw us wholly up to heaven. 
 

All our knowledge, sense, and sight  Lie in deepest darkness shrouded 
Till your Spirit breaks the night,  Filling us with light unclouded. 

All good thoughts and all good living  Come but by Your gracious giving. 
 

Radiance of God’s glory bright,  Light of light from God proceeding, 
Jesus, send Your blessed light;  Help our hearing, speaking, heeding, 

That our prayers and songs may please You  As with grateful hearts we praise You. 
 

 
INVOCATION   

 
P In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 
 
 
OPENING SENTENCES Jeremiah 31:31, 33; Mark 10:43–44 
 

P The days are coming, declares the LORD, when I will make a new covenant. 

C I will put My law within them, and I will write it on their hearts. 
 

P And I will be their God, 

C and they shall be My people. 
 

P Whoever would be great among you must be your servant, 

C and whoever would be first among you must be slave of all. 
 
 

CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION  Jeremiah 31:34; Hebrews 5:9 
 

P Bearing our sins and in need of a Savior, let us go to our heavenly Father, asking for 
forgiveness. 

 
Time for reflection on the word of God and for personal examination. 
 

P Most merciful, heavenly Father, You promised a covenant written on Your people’s 
hearts. 

C But we do not always rely on Your promises and great love. We are sorry. 
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P Gracious Holy Spirit, through Your use of Word and Sacrament, many people know 
the Lord. 

C But we have not taken advantage of every opportunity to share Your Word 
with others. We are sorry. 

 

P Jesus taught that the greatest in the Kingdom is the servant of all. 

C But our hearts have not always been humble and eager for service. We are 
sorry. Our thoughts, words, and deeds fall short. As fallen sinners, we are 
helpless to change. For Jesus’ sake, forgive us, and give us new and clean 
hearts to love You and serve our neighbors. 

 

P God promised in the new covenant, “I will forgive their iniquity, and I will remember 
their sin no more.” In the sacrifice of Himself, Jesus, being perfect, “became the 
source of eternal salvation.” As a called and ordained servant of Christ and by His 
authority, I therefore forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and of  

the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 
 
 
SALUTATION  

 

P The Lord be with you. 

C And also with you. 
 
 
PRAYER OF THE DAY 

 

P Let us pray. 
Heavenly Father, You have revealed to us Your great love in Christ our Savior and 
written Your covenant on our hearts, grant us such faith that our daily joy is in 
sharing Your love in what we think, say, and do; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, 
our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and 
forever. 

C Amen. 
 
 
SHARING THE PEACE OF THE LORD 

 

P The peace of the Lord be with you all. 

C And also with you. 
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T THE WORD T 
EPISTLE  Hebrews 5:1-10 (ESV) 

(Jesus, a high priest like no other.) 

1 For every high priest chosen from among men is appointed to act on behalf of men in 
relation to God, to offer gifts and sacrifices for sins. 2 He can deal gently with the ignorant 
and wayward, since he himself is beset with weakness. 3 Because of this he is obligated to 
offer sacrifice for his own sins just as he does for those of the people. 4 And no one takes 
this honor for himself, but only when called by God, just as Aaron was. 5 So also Christ did 
not exalt Himself to be made a high priest, but was appointed by Him who said to Him, “You 
are my Son, today I have begotten You”; 6 as He says also in another place, “You are a 
priest forever, after the order of Melchizedek.” 7 In the days of His flesh, Jesus offered up 
prayers and supplications, with loud cries and tears, to Him who was able to save Him from 
death, and He was heard because of His reverence. 8 Although He was a Son, He learned 
obedience through what He suffered.9 And being made perfect, He became the source of 
eternal salvation to all who obey Him, 10 being designated by God a High Priest after the 
order of Melchizedek. 
 

A This is the Word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 
 
 
LAMBS’ LESSON                  Pr. Jim Sprengle 

 

 
HOLY GOSPEL           Mark 10:35-45 (ESV) 

(Jesus teaches a key Kingdom principle.) 

P The Holy Gospel according to St. Mark, the tenth chapter. 

C Glory to You, O Lord. 

35 And James and John, the sons of Zebedee, came up to Him and said to Him, “Teacher, 
we want You to do for us whatever we ask of You.” 36 And He said to them, “What do you 
want Me to do for you?” 37 And they said to Him, “Grant us to sit, one at Your right hand and 
one at Your left, in Your glory.” 38 Jesus said to them, “You do not know what you are 
asking. Are you able to drink the cup that I drink, or to be baptized with the baptism with 
which I am baptized?” 39 And they said to Him, “We are able.” And Jesus said to them, “The 
cup that I drink you will drink, and with the baptism with which I am baptized, you will be 
baptized, 40 but to sit at My right hand or at My left is not Mine to grant, but it is for those for 
whom it has been prepared.” 41 And when the ten heard it, they began to be indignant at 
James and John. 42 And Jesus called them to Him and said to them, “You know that those 
who are considered rulers of the Gentiles lord it over them, and their great ones exercise 
authority over them.  
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43 But it shall not be so among you. But whoever would be great among you must be your 
servant, 44 and whoever would be first among you must be slave of all. 45 For even the Son 
of Man came not to be served but to serve, and to give His life as a ransom for many.” 
 

P This is the Gospel of the Lord. 

C Praise to You, O Christ. 
 
 
HYMN “Hark, the Voice of Jesus Calling” 

 
Hark, the voice of Jesus calling,  Who will go and work today? 

Fields are white and harvests waiting,  Who will bear the sheaves away? 
Loud and long the Master calls you;  Rich reward He offers free.   
Who will answer, gladly saying,  Here am I. Send me, send me? 

 
If you cannot speak like angels,  If you cannot preach like Paul, 

You can tell the love of Jesus;  You can say He died for all. 
If you cannot rouse the wicked  With the judgment’s dread alarms, 

You can lead the little children  To the Savior’s waiting arms. 
 

If you cannot be a watchman,  Standing high on Zion’s wall, 
Pointing out the path to heaven,  Off’ring life and peace to all, 

With your prayers and with your bounties  You can do what God demands; 
You can be like faithful Aaron,  Holding up the prophet’s hands. 

 
Let none hear you idly saying,  There is nothing I can do, 

While the multitudes are dying  And the Master calls for you. 
Take the task He gives you gladly;  Let His work your pleasure be. 
Answer quickly when He calls you,  Here am I. Send me, send me! 

 

 
SERMON “HOW TO IMPROVE YOUR SERVE” Pastor Dan Critchett 
45 For even the Son of Man came not to be served but to serve, and to give His life as a ransom for 
many.     Mark 10:45 
 

 
HYMN “Jesus, I My Cross Have Taken” 

 
Jesus, I my cross have taken,  All to leave and follow Thee. 

Destitute, despised, forsaken,  Thou, from hence, my All shalt be. 
Perish ev’ry fond ambition,  All I’ve sought, or hoped, or known; 

Yet how rich is my condition!  God and heav’n are still mine own. 
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Go, then, earthly fame and treasure!  Come, disaster, scorn, and pain! 
In Thy service pain is pleasure;  With Thy favor loss is gain. 

I have called Thee Abba, Father;  I have stayed my heart on Thee.  
Storms may howl, and clouds may gather,  All must work for good to me. 

 
Take, my soul, thy full salvation,  Rise o’er sin, and fear, and care; 

Joy to find in ev’ry station,  Something still to do or bear. 
Think what Spirit dwells within thee,  What a Father’s smile is thine, 

What a Savior died to win thee;  Child of heav’n, shoulds’t thou repine? 
 

Haste, then, on from grace to glory,  Armed by faith and winged by prayer; 
Heav’n’s eternal day’s before thee,  God’s own hand shall guide thee there. 

Soon shall close the earthly mission,  Swift shall pass thy pilgrim days, 
Hope soon change to glad fruition,  Faith to sight, and prayer to praise. 

 
 

STATEMENT OF FAITH 

 
I believe that God is my gracious provider. He is the sovereign Lord of the Universe, 
the creator and sustainer of all life and the giver of all good things. 

I believe that God knows my every need, and that He asks me to trust Him to meet 
those needs in His own way and in His own time. He invites me to seek Him in times 
of trial and tribulation, to thank and praise Him for His faithfulness, and to honor Him 
in all I think, say and do. 

I believe that God loves me today and always; and that He has sought me to be His 
own, to walk in His light, to share His love, and to live with Him forever in heaven. 

I believe that God is triune: Father, Son, and Holy Spirit. God the Father Who created 
me, God the Son who purchased my forgiveness on Calvary’s cross, and God the 
Holy Spirit who works in me the faith to receive the gifts of light and life, love and 
truth. 

I believe that it is my duty and my delight to give Him thanks and praise, to surrender 
my will to His, and to glorify Him now and forever. Amen 
 
 

PRAYER FOR TITHES AND OFFERINGS 
(Our offerings are made as an act of worship, given in loving response to all that God has 
graciously given us, both materially and spiritually.) 
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PRAYERS OF THE CHURCH 
(We offer prayers for all things and people; 1Timothy 2:1-2) 
 

P Let us pray for ourselves, the Church around the world, and all people in their 
various circumstances. For the Church here and wherever people gather around 
Word and Sacrament, that God would move us to true repentance so that we reflect 
in our lives the love that He has written on our hearts, let us pray to the Lord. 

C Lord, hear our prayer. 
 

P For the clergy and lay leaders of the Church, that God would help them call the 
repentant back, enable healing across painful divisions and teach people of all ages 
the message of salvation, let us pray to the Lord. 

C Lord, hear our prayer. 
 

P That our Lord would bring about understanding across political borders, between 
racial, generational, economic, and cultural differences, and within families of all 
sizes and shapes, let us pray to the Lord. 

C Lord, hear our prayer. 
 

P For teachers and students, social workers and counselors, police and all first 
responders, that God would keep them safe and healthy, guiding them in crises and 
sustaining them in chronic problems, let us pray to the Lord. 

C Lord, hear our prayer. 
 

P For all who are in exile from home, those who have been incarcerated, and any who 
have not been treated with human dignity, that God would surround them with 
supportive individuals and organizations, let us pray to the Lord. 

C Lord, hear our prayer. 
 

P For those who need our special prayers to comfort them in their needs, 
especially…that God would bring them healing, comfort, freedom, and dignity, let us 
pray to the Lord. 

C Lord, hear our prayer. 
 

P For those who are celebrating, especially...let us pray to the Lord. 

C Lord, hear our prayer. 
 

P These and any other things You would have us ask of You, heavenly Father, grant 
to us for the sake of the bitter sufferings and death of Your Son, Jesus Christ, our 
Lord. 

C Amen. 
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THE LORD’S PRAYER  (Mt 6:9ff; Lk 11:2ff) 
 

P Lord, in prayer, we approach Your throne of grace with confidence and gladness 
and pray as You have taught us: 

C Our Father, Who art in Heaven, hallowed be Thy name, Thy Kingdom come, 
Thy will be done on earth as it is in Heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; 
and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us; 
and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For Thine is the 
Kingdom and the power and the glory, forever and ever. Amen. 

 
 
BENEDICTION Numbers 6:24–26 

 

P The Lord bless you and keep you. 
The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you. 

The Lord look upon you with favor and T give you peace. 
C Amen. 

 

 
ANNOUNCEMENTS 

 

 
SONG “Shine, Jesus, Shine” 

 

(CHORUS) 
Shine, Jesus, shine. Fill this land with the Father’s glory, 

Blaze, Spirit, blaze, Set our hearts on fire!  
Flow, river, flow, flood the nations with grace and mercy, 

Send forth Your Word, Lord, and let there be light! 
 

Lord, the light of Your love is shining, 
In the midst of the darkness shining, 

Jesus, Light of the World, shine upon us, 
Set us free by the truth You now bring us, 

Shine on me, shine on me. (chorus) 
 

Lord, I come to Your awesome presence, 
From the shadows into Your radiance, 

By the blood I may enter Your brightness, 
Search me, try me, consume all my darkness, 

Shine on me, shine on me. (chorus) 
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DISMISSAL 
 

P Go in peace. Serve the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God! 
 
 
ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS 
Scripture taken from The Holy Bible, English Standard Version Copyright © 2001 by Crossway Bibles, a division of Good 
News Publishers. Capitalization of pronouns referring to the Deity has been added and is not part of the original English 
Standard Version text. 

Parts of this service taken from Creative Worship for the Lutheran Parish, Series A, Quarter 1. Copyright © Concordia 
Publishing House. All rights reserved. Used by permission. 

Unless otherwise noted, all hymns printed in this service are in the Public Domain.  Hymns, songs, and other music in this 
service that are copyrighted are internet streamed with permission under CCLI License #759893,  OneLicense #A-729093 or 
LSB License #100030507 

“More Precious Than Silver” by Lynn Deshazo/I. Watts/arr. S. Pethel.  © 1980 (and this arrangement, 1999) Integrity’s 
Hosanna! Music.   

“Shine, Jesus, Shine” Graham Kendrick © 1987 Make Way Music (Admin. by Music Services) CCLI Song No. 30426 CCLI 
License No. 759893 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

ANNOUNCEMENTS MARCH 21, 2021  

† SERVICES BEGIN ON PALM SUNDAY, MARCH 28  
8:30 and 11:00am with adult education class at 9:45am. Call 503-665-8821 to reserve a 
space. Only 35 per service can attend. 

† ALTERNATIVES FOR HOMEBOUND WORSHIP  

• • Online Daily Devotions are on our Facebook page: Ascension Lutheran Church  

and School - Portland  

• • Radio: KPDQ on 93.9FM Sunday mornings at 7:00am.  

• • alcportland.org for Bible Studies and Worship Services  
 
† ASCENSION HELP LINE – 971-715-1416  
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† MILESTONES 

BAPTISM BIRTHDAYS  
Mike Potter   3/21   Corey Ritchie   3/21 
Jenny Schuldheisz  3/21   Karen Zahursky  3/23 
Tracy Schaffer   3/25 
 
BIRTHDAYS  
Kevin McInaney  3/21   Corey Ritchie   3/21 
Shorty Bauch   3/22   Pam Eilers   3/23 
Morgan Berg   3/25   Madison Fogarty  3/25 

WEDDING ANNIVERSARIES - NONE 
 
PRAYER NEEDS?  
Contact the church office with any requests at 503-665-8821 or e-mail: 
office@alcportland.org  
 
PRAYERS ARE REQUESTED FOR:  
Carolyn Erdmann, Ray Brown, Mike Hatley, The Family of Randy Arronson, Mary Niska, 
Larry Hart, The Family of Jack Webber, Bill Ritchie, Colleen Ek Yah, Esperanza Gutierrez, 
Brian Laxton, Virginia Hunt, John Eilers and Family, Marty Blankenburg, Richard 
Robertson, Lewis Eilers, The Family of Ordena Laxton, The Family of Wayne Rippon, Rich 
Zahursky, Audrey Bauch, Alan Bauch, Leonard Murphy, Bruce Blubaum, Judy Blubaum, 
Ellie Brown, Antonia Martinez (mother of Esperanza Gutierrez), Michele Sprengle  
Ava Wentela (Sue Wentela’s granddaughter), Carol Santorufo (sister of Sue Wentela), 
*Barbara Schrader, *Dale Porath, All those suffering or infected with Covid-19.  
*Home Bound.  
 
PRAY FOR OUR MILITARY:  
Marie Cassetty Brown, Air Force — Ramstein Air Base, Germany AFB LA (sister-in-law of 
Wanda Cassetty);  
Jon Porath, Air Force — Nellis Air Force Base, Las Vegas NV (son of Dale and Sherry 
Porath);  
Dakota Saunders, US Navy — Based in Cecilia Italy (godson of Carrie Graham);  
Alex Williamson, Air Force, Reserve — Washington (grandson of Rebecca Williamson);  
Michael Williamson, Air Force, Reserve — Texas (grandson of Rebecca Williamson);  
Jamie Wong-Lopez, Marines — Annapolis MD (nephew of Kevin and Merci McInaney);  
Clayton Wright, Air Force – Yokota AFB Japan (grandson of Virginia Jacobs);  
Colton Wright, Navy — Assigned to USS Harry S. Truman (grandson of Virginia Jacobs);  
Tyler Young, Navy — Deployed (nephew of Karen Arronson). 
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1440 SE 182nd Avenue, Portland, OR 97233 

Church: 503-665-8821 · Childcare Center: 503-667-6750 
Web Site: www.alcportland.org 

Church Office Hours: Monday–Friday 9am to 3pm 
 

Our Mission Statement:  
~Go and Share Jesus Christ~  

Our Vision Statement:  
“Take part…Join Jesus on His mission*  

 
The members of Ascension Lutheran Church are committed to being God’s witnesses in Gresham, 
and in all of Portland and the Northwest, and to the ends of the earth (Acts 1:8): 

With the universal Christian Church, we believe, teach and respond to the love of the Triune God— 
the Father, Creator of all that exists; the Son Jesus Christ, Who left His home in Heaven to become 
flesh and blood, to suffer and die for the sins of all peoples of the world, and Who rose from the 
grave, victorious over sin, death and the devil, that we too might live with Him in Heaven; and the 
Holy Spirit, Who creates faith in our hearts in Christ Jesus through God’s Word and Sacrament. The 
three Persons of the Holy Trinity are one God, co-equal and co-eternal. The core teachings of our 
faith from the Lutheran perspective can be summarized in three short phrases: Grace alone, 
Scripture alone, Faith alone. 
 

STAFF 

Rev. Jim Sprengle, Pastor 
pastor@alcportland.org 

Ruberto Ek Yah, Vicar 
vicar@alcportland.org 

Rev. Dan Critchett, Christian Outreach  
pastordan@alcportland.org 

Brad Hall, Worship and Music Coordinator 
worship@alcportland.org 

Michele Sprengle, Office Administrator 
office@alcportland.org 

Wanda Cassetty, Council Secretary 
council@alcportland.org 

Bonnie Webber, Treasurer or Rebecca Williamson, Assistant Treasurer 
treasurer@alcportland.org 

 


