
Maundy Thursday: People Will Know 
 
I. John 13:35 - “By this all people will know that you are My disciples, if you 

have love for one another.” 
a. Heavenly Father, may the words of my mouth and the meditation of our 

hearts be pleasing in Your sight, O Lord our Rock and our Redeemer. 
Amen 

II. What do you know? 
a. When I ask that question, it could mean many different things depending on 

how I say it… For example:   
i. “What’s going on in your life right now?”  

1. Like, “hey there, what do ya know?” 
ii. I could also say it like an “aha moment” –  

1. Well now, what do you know…  
iii. Or if I emphasize the “you,” it could sound a little sarcastic and 

accusatory… 
1. What do you know?  

iv. Said another way – it could be an interview or interrogation,  
1. What do you know? 

v. Or finally, it could be a general question about how much you know 
regarding a topic or subject… 

1. What do you know… about science? Politics? World religions? 
The Bible?  

b. Typically, what we know about something comes from direct experience in 
gathering information, or by what we have witnessed. 

i. Of course, today we can gain more knowledge than ever before. 
1. We simply use a computer or smartphone, and all the world’s 

information is at our fingertips 
2. In fact, we suffer from information overload… between the 

news stories and our friends on social media passing along 
information – we can hardly figure out what is real and what is 
fake – what is important and what is unimportant 

ii. Knowledge is a wonderful tool to expand the mind and help us 
understand the world around us and even God…  

iii. However, knowledge can be a source of great pride and evil too. 
1. Ever met a “know it all?”  

a. The guy who never stops telling you how much they know 
about this or that?  

b. Their ego and pride are obvious as they showcase their 
immense knowledge base 

2. Or perhaps you’ve met the person who uses their knowledge 
for evil? 

a. Some use knowledge of technology to hurt others and 
steal or pretend to be someone else 



b. Some use their knowledge of science, philosopy or 
psychology to reject God and influence others to do the 
same 

c. Some people even use their knowledge of the Bible to 
lead people down the wrong path by twisting Scripture 

III. You see, knowledge can be the source of blessing or curse… 
a. When Adam and Eve first sinned in the Garden of Eden they ate from the 

tree of the “knowledge” of good and evil.  
b. Their hunger and quest for knowledge turned out to be their undoing – and 

in turn, that sin was something that still affects us today. 
i. As Eve is considering whether it might be ok to disobey God’s 

command not to eat in Genesis 3:5-6, the devil says, “…For God 
knows that when you eat of it your eyes will be opened, and you will 
be like God, knowing good and evil.”  

1. Get that? Knowledge will make you “like God” - pride 
ii. Then it says… “So when the woman saw that the tree was good for 

food, and that it was a delight to the eyes, and that the tree was to be 
desired to make one wise, she took of its fruit and ate, and she also 
gave some to her husband who was with her, and he ate.” 

iii. And it all broke down from there – the quest for having the knowledge 
that was rightly God’s is how we are now facing the turmoil, the sin, 
and the trouble in this world.  

c. We still seek this knowledge… to know what God knows 
i. Many of us are trying to put words in God’s mouth to answer for this 

virus – either calling it God’s will, or maybe that God is disciplining 
people…  

ii. In other situations and hard times, I’ve heard people say something 
like, “Oh, God would never do that” – or “That’s not the God I know” 

1. I appreciate the sentiment behind those words, but we should 
use caution when we claim to know what God does or doesn’t 
do 

2. The Bible says in Isaiah 55 (vss 8-9) that God’s ways are 
infinitely higher than our understanding –  

d. We get into trouble when knowledge takes the place of faith and trust… 
because knowledge alone will fail us 

e. When we simply study the Bible, know a lot about God and can quote 
Scripture verses, it does not mean that we have a heart filled with faith and 
love for God…  

i. Even the devil knew lots of Scripture as we read in the 40 days of 
temptation Jesus went through in the desert – He tried to trip Jesus 
up with God’s own Word, but he and his demons don’t believe in 
Jesus as their Savior. 

f. Again, knowledge is more likely to cause us to rely on ourselves than to 
trust in God above all things, or to show our love.  



i. In 1 Corinthians 8:1, Paul writes, “Knowledge puffs up, but love builds 
up.”  

IV. So, what do you know? 
a. What has God revealed to us?  

i. God gives us a story of salvation that starts from Adam and Eve – 
with the promise of a Savior who come to redeem us from our sins. 

ii. God ties together the Exodus from Egypt – the Hebrew slaves of the 
Egyptians were emancipated by God’s mighty work… and as we read 
earlier – through the blood of a sacrificial lamb. 

iii. God tells us the story of His perfect Son, Jesus, who came into the 
world to be that same sacrificial Passover Lamb, whose blood would 
set us free from the slavery of sin that was put on us by Adam & Eve 

iv. God’s own Son, God Himself, died on the cross as the final sacrifice 
for all – and by His love in action, we are emancipated. 

v. As we believe, not just know, but believe that Jesus is our Savior by 
His work, we are counted as holy and right by God. 

b. This “heavenly knowledge” is the story we know, and because Jesus was 
willing to love us… to die for us in that sacrificial way… we also are willing 
to love others. 

V. By our acts of love, people will know…and people will believe… 
a. People will know that we follow Jesus… 

i. People will come to know what it means for us to follow Jesus and 
the great sacrifice He made for us all 

ii. People will know that they cannot save themselves, but only God can 
rescue from the trials and struggles of this world – and no amount of 
knowledge will save them! 

b. One of the best ways for people to know that there is a God is to see His 
work in action through the saints in acts of love…  

i. Even hardened Atheists can sometimes be brought to faith by 
someone loving and sacrificing for them or others in a world that is so 
cold and filled with hate. 

c.  That’s because actions speak louder than words –  
i. It’s one thing to say we love someone… but how do they know? 
ii. Only when they see us acting out the very love Jesus showed for us. 
iii. Then they not only know we love them, they believe it…  

d. On this Holy Thursday, take a step farther than simply knowing… believe in 
your heart (Acts 16:31; Romans 10:9ff) that Jesus Christ is Lord 

i. Let that faith and power pour out of you in love – and people will 
know… that you are follower of Christ… 

ii. And with God’s power and work, we pray that those who know Jesus 
by our love will also believe. Amen. 


