
I. Romans 8:23-24 – 23 “We ourselves, who have the firstfruits of the Spirit, 
groan inwardly as we wait eagerly for adoption as sons, the redemption of our 
bodies. 24 For in this hope we were saved.” 

II. Hope has a powerful influence on our lives. 
a. I read an illustration from Tim Keller’s book called, “Making sense of God” 

i. “Imagine you have two women of the same age, the same 
socioeconomic status, the same educational level, and even the 
same temperament… not quite clones, but pretty close.  

1. You hire both of them and say to each, ‘You are part of an 
assembly line, and I want you to put part A into slot B and then 
hand what you have assembled to someone else. I want you to 
do that over and over for eight hours a day.’  

2. You put them in identical rooms with identical lighting, 
temperature, and ventilation. You give them the very same 
number of breaks in a day.  

3. It is very boring work. Their conditions are the same in every 
way—except for one difference. 

a. You tell the first woman that at the end of the year you will 
pay her thirty thousand dollars.  

b. You tell the second woman that at the end of the year you 
will pay her thirty million. 

4. After a couple of weeks, the first woman will be saying, “Isn’t 
this tedious? Isn’t it driving you insane? Aren’t you thinking 
about quitting?"  

5. And the second woman will say. “No. This is perfectly 
acceptable. In fact, I whistle while I work.” This is the greatest 
job I’ve ever had!!  

ii. What is going on?  
1. You have two human beings who are experiencing identical 

circumstances in completely different ways.  
2. What makes the difference?  

a. It is their expectation of the future.  
b. This illustration is not intended to say that all we need is a 

good income, because the Lord knows money doesn’t 
solve all our problems.   

c. The point is, what we believe about our future changes 
how we are experiencing our present.  

d. In our simplest form, we are “hope-based creatures.” [Tim 
Keller, Making Sense of God (Viking, 2016), p. 153] 

b. When people have hope, their present thoughts change. 
i. Studies have shown that people with a positive mindset, those who 

are hopeful, do better in school, athletics, jobs, and just about 
everything. 



ii. You often hear people who received a sentence of life without parole 
say that the only way they can keep going is not to accept their 
sentence, but that they will get a retrial or a change in their sentence 
so they can get out one day. 

iii. I read a study that said elderly people who said they had no hope 
were twice as likely to die than their hopeful counterparts while the 
study was taking place [Drake Baer, “What Good Is Hope?,” The Cut 
(12-27-16)]  

c. Hope is a very powerful part of the human experience… and the interesting 
thing is that I’m not even talking about the kind that God gives us.  

i. You see, the kind of hope we have in this world like….  
1. “I hope I get a good job when I graduate college” or  
2. “I hope my relationship turns into a fairytale wedding and 

marriage” or  
3. “I hope my house goes up in value or my investments go up” 

are just that… worldly.  
ii. God gives us a different hope that is enduring and other worldly. 
iii. 1 Corinthians 13 says, “For now we see in a mirror dimly, but then 

face to face. Now I know in part; then I shall know fully...” (1Co 13:12) 
1. All our hopes and dreams are incomplete… and right now, we 

only know in part… 
2. And so God gives us the gift of faith to realize there is a bigger 

picture – a much bigger end than anything we could acquire in 
this world… a world that can only give us part of the picture. 

III. St. Paul writes the Letter to the Romans under house arrest in Rome. 
a. Paul has been falsely accused of crimes against the Jewish people, and he 

has appealed to Caesar in Rome – Who some think by the time Paul died, 
it was Nero who executed him. 

b. As Paul was on his missionary journeys, he experienced unbelievable 
hardships – in 2 Corinthians 11 he outlines imprisonments, almost being 
beaten to death multiple times, lashings, beatings with a rod, being stoned, 
shipwrecked three times, dangers on his travels from robbers, the Jewish 
people, from Gentiles, sleepless nights, hunger and thirst, exposure to the 
cold, and to top it off, all kinds of pressure from trying lead and help the 
churches he started. (2 Cor. 11:23-28 ESV) 

c. And yet, Paul starts our reading off today, “For I consider that the sufferings 
of this present time are not worth comparing with the glory that is to be 
revealed to us.” (Romans 8:18) 

d. Now, I’m not here to compare our suffering to Paul and then tell you that 
you are a baby… that your suffering is inconsequential… or your 
experiences are minor in comparison. 

e. Paul’s suffering, your suffering, and the trials and struggles that sin throws 
at all of us should not be taken lightly… but are also not unexpected. 

IV. The trials and tribulations we are facing today should not be surprising. 



a. We know that as the end draws near, these things are going to happen with 
more frequency – and today we see the world and our own country facing 
unprecedented hardships.  

b. And in a nation that once held to Christian values, nothing seems off limits 
anymore, and things that were once taboo are now mainstream behaviors. 

c. Between the pandemic, racial tension, the election and politics, climate 
change, the world economy and other countries competing, and the unrest 
throughout the world… it seems quite hopeless.  

i. And I haven’t even mentioned the personal struggles that any one of 
you might be facing… things like cancer, dementia, or family 
problems of all types 

d. Needless to say, we can begin to feel worn down and hopeless… and 
rightly so if we are only focused on this world. 

V. However, our current suffering is not worth comparing to our future glory. 
a. The Old Testament reading puts it best, that no matter what is coming next, 

we have an awesome Rock… no other God besides Him. 
b. Our God, the “First and the Last” and our “Redeemer” (Isaiah 44:6) is the 

one place we can place our hope.  
i. He is that 30 million dollar pay off at the end… but I don’t want to 

even put it in worldly terms – because NOTHING can compare to 
what God has in store for us. 

ii. No matter what we face in this lifetime, it pales in comparison the 
blessings we receive in the presence of our God. 

c. And Jesus makes that all possible.  
i. Jesus Christ, was the answer to every trial and tribulation because 

He defeated them for us! 
ii. In the awesome victory of His life, death and resurrection, He 

guarantees that we will overcome all sin… we will overcome death… 
and not even satan will win. 

iii. What Paul says in our reading is that we have the “firstfruits of the 
Spirit” (Romans 8:23) – which means through Jesus, the Holy Spirit 
was given to each of us as a guarantee that we are saved. 

d. With the Holy Spirit in us, with Christ in us, we have a hope that is more 
powerful than anything the world can produce. 

i. Paul says in Colossians that by faith, we believers know this 
wonderful news, that we have Christ in us… and it says, “the hope of 
glory.” (Colossians 1:27) 

e. Even as we live with the weeds, the trials, and the suffering… we have this 
eager anticipation, almost a giddiness for what is to come… our glory. 

f. Don’t get hung up on the here and now, the trials and tribulations that we 
know will come… but focus on the Rock, the Redeemer, the First and the 
Last who has promised you and all who believe in Him eternal life and glory 

g. We have a hope that can be found nowhere in this world – and we praise 
God that He we can live our lives… in hope. Amen 


